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1.1   Introduction  

 Unit 1 gives detailed information about popular monuments and Historical 

sites in India with special reference to Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. These states 

have got a large number of monuments. 

 The grand Architecture of Maharashtra depicts the superb history of its 

own. These historical buildings in Maharashtra are situated in the cities like 

Nagpur, Pune, Aurangabad, Mumbai etc. Due to the charisma of these splendid 

monuments, millions of tourists gather here from different places of the world. 

Each and every testimonial represents a different architectural style such as 

Mughal, Marathi and European. 

 The building legacy of Goa has a distinct Portuguese character. Due to its 

proximity to the sea, a number of European settlers landed here first, and of them 

all the Portuguese managed to hold fort here. As a result most of the architecture 

style seen in the monuments of Goa is distinctly European in character. Apart 

from it, a explicit Mughal influence can also be seen here as Goa was also under 

the rule of the Mughal dynasty for a period of time. Not only that, despite being 

full of Churches and Christian places of worship, Goa is also famous for various 

Hindu monuments and temples. 

 Monuments of Diu retain the distinct colonial Portuguese architectural 

style. Once referred to as the `Gibraltar of the east`, Diu is located just off the 

southern tip of the Kathiawar peninsula. The monuments of Diu are a fascinating 

account of the colonial past. 

 All these states provide great scope for tourism & of course the tourists. 

And students surely you will learn about it. You will get a conception of the 

culture of these states & fascinations for which it is famous. 
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1.2 Objectives 

 After going through the Unit 1 on Popular Monuments & Historical Sites 

with a special reference to Maharashtra, Goa & Diu, you would be able to:  

 Understand the popular monuments present in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Know about the Historical sites in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Understand the role of Heritage & Architecture in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of monuments & Historical sites in Maharashtra, 

Goa & Diu. 

 

1.3 Popular Monuments 

 A huge number of popular heritage are present in Maharashtra, Goa & 

Diu. These places exhibit architecture not only influenced by natives but also the 

architecture influenced by Mughals Britishers, Portuguese who ruled these 

destinations. 

1.3.1 Maharashtra 
 Now we will start with Maharashtra. And surely students you will know 

about the beautiful, wonderful & exciting Maharashtra. 

 Maharashtra has a lengthy history that had in turn contributed a lot in the 

overall history of India. Maharashtra witnessed different eras and dynasties. 

These all make Maharashtra - a state of historic and magnificent monuments.  

 Different schools of art and architecture can be seen in these 

monuments. The Gateway of India in Mumbai is one of the most eminent 

monuments in India. It is regarded to be the preliminary destination for tourists 

who visit Mumbai.  

 The Chand Minar in Daulatabad gives glimpse of mughal architecture. 

The Maharajah's New Palace in Kolahapur has a museum called Shahaji 

Chhatrapati Museum. The architecture of the palace is a combination of Jain and 

Hindu influences from Gujarat and Rajasthan, and local Rajwada style. Agakhan 

Palace is hugely popular and significant monument of Maharshtra, as it is 

associated with the life and works of Mahatma Gandhi. Khuldabad, Kesari Wada, 

Lal Mahal, Raste Wada, Shaniwar Wada and Vishrambag Wada are other 

popular historical monuments of Maharashtra.  

Gate Way of India 

 Mumbai's most legendary monument, this is 

the starting point for most tourists who want to 

explore the city. The Gateway of India is a monument 

built during the British Raj in Mumbai (formerly 

Bombay), India.  It is located on the waterfront in 
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the Apollo Bunder area, South Mumbai and overlooks the Arabian Sea. The 

structure is a basalt arch, 26 metres (85 feet) high. It lies at the end of 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Marg at the water's edge in the harbour of Bombay. It was an 

unsophisticated jetty used by the fishing community which was later renovated 

and used as a landing place for British governors and other prominent people. In 

earlier times, it would have been the first structure that visitors arriving by boat in 

Mumbai would have seen. The Gateway has also been referred to as the Taj 

Mahal of Mumbai, and is the city's top tourist attraction.  

                   

 The structure was erected to commemorate the landing of their Majesties 

King George V and Queen Mary at Apollo Bunder, when they visited India in 

1911. Built in Indo-Saracenic style, the foundation stone for the Gateway of India 

was laid on 31 March 1911. The final design of George Wittet was sanctioned in 

1914 and the construction of the monument was completed in 1924. The 

Gateway was later the ceremonial entrance to India for Viceroys and the new 

Governors of Bombay. It served to allow entry and access to India. The 

monument has faced three terror attacks from the beginning of the 21st century; 

twice in 2003 and it was also the disembarkation point in 2008 when four 

gunmen attacked the Taj Mahal Palace & Tower. 

Haji Ali 

 Haji Ali Dargah is one of the most admired religious places in Mumbai, 

visited by people of all religions alike. Haji Ali Dargah is one of India’s most 

famous and exalted landmarks situated about 500 yards from the Mumbai 

shoreline in the middle of the 

Arabian Sea off Lala Lajpatrai 

Marg. The structure was 

erected on a set of high rising 

rocks and was given its 

present day shape in the 

early 19th century after the 

Trust was legally formed as 

an entity in 1916.                            Haji Ali Dargah 

 Haji Ali Dargah is the complex housing the tomb of the Muslim Saint Pir 

Haji Ali Shah Bukhari (R.A.). Along with the tomb, there is also a Masjid at Haji 

Ali. This monument has been sentinel to the shores of Mumbai since a long time. 

 The structure has white domes and minarets reminiscent with the Mughal 

architecture of the period. The Dargah is a renowned pilgrimage site among the 

Muslims. Non-Muslims are also allowed to visit the Dargah. The white-coloured 

structure attracts visitors in large numbers. About 10 - 15 thousand people visit 

the Dargah daily. The number of visitors increases to 20 - 30 thousand, on 

Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays. Lakhs of devotees visit the Dargah on the 

second day of Ramadhan Eid and Bakri Eid (Eid-ul-Uzha), and during which the 

pathway leading to the Dargah Complex looks like a Sea of Humanity. 
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 People from all parts of the world without restrictions of caste, creed and 

religion visit the Dargah to offer their prayers and for the fulfillment of their wishes 

by the blessings of the Saint Pir Haji Ali Shah Bukhari (R.A.). Some pray for 

wealth, others for health, children, marriages, etc. have their wishes being 

granted at all the times. 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus 

 Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, formerly Victoria Terminus, is a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site and historic railway station which serves as the headquarters 

of the Central Railways in Mumbai, India. The Chhatrapati Shivaji station, 

formerly known as Victoria Terminus, was built in 1888. Designed by the British 

architect F.W. Stevens, the structure became a symbol of Bombay (Mumbai) and 

the city was labeled the 'Gothic City' due to this magnificent building's 

architectural styles.  

 Apart from being the hub for major mercantile activities, the CST is the 

perfect amalgam of British and Indian designs. In the past, 'Bori Bandar' station, 

located along the Eastern 

parts of Mumbai, was the 

place for commercial 

exchanges and trading 

activities. In the 1850's, the 

Great Indian Peninsular 

Railway operated in this area 

and gave it the name 'Bori 

Bandar', starting its first rail 

service, covering a total 

distance of 34 km to Thane.                          

         Chhatrapati Shivaji Station 

 During the British rule, the station was eventually redesigned and rebuilt 

by F.W. Stevens, who named it as Victoria Terminus. The station got its name 

from the then reigning royal, Queen Victoria. The construction of the station took 

10 years to complete and was opened to the Queen on the date of her Golden 

Jubilee in 1887. At the time, the building was the most expensive structure in 

Mumbai costing 260,000 Sterling Pounds. The station was built to handle main 

rail traffic and in 1929, a new station and an administrative headquarters were 

built by the Central Railway.  

 The entrance of the Chhatrapati Shivaji terminus is flanked by figures of a 

lion and a tiger representing the two countries-great Britain and India. The main 

structure is made of sandstone and limestone, and the interiors of the station are 

lined with high-quality Italian marble. Apart from the 18 railway lines, the CST 

also houses the main headquarters, the Star Chamber, grotesques and the North 

Wing. In 1996, the Minister of Railways, Suresh Kalmadi, changed the name of 

the station to Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST). 
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Ajanta cave 

 Ajanta is world's greatest historical monument distinguished by UNESCO 

located just 55kms from Jalgaon city and 105kms from Aurangabad City of 

Maharashtra, India. There are 30 caves in Ajanta of which 9, 10, 19, 26 and 29 

are chaitya-grihas and the rest are monasteries. These caves were discovered in 

AD 1819 and were built up in the earlier 2nd century BC-AD. Most of the 

paintings in Ajanta are right from 

2nd century BC-AD and some of 

them about the fifth century AD and 

continued for the next two centuries. 

All paintings show heavy religious 

influence and centre around 

Buddha, Bodhisattvas, incidents 

from the life of Buddha and the 

Jatakas. The paintings are executed 

on a ground of mud-plaster in the 

tempera technique.                  Ajanta Caves 

Ellora cave 

 These 34 monasteries and temples, extending over more than 2 km, were 

dug side by side in the wall of a high basalt cliff, not far from Aurangabad, in 

Maharashtra. Ellora, with its 

uninterrupted sequence of monuments 

dating from A.D. 600 to 1000, brings 

the civilization of ancient India to life. 

Not only is the Ellora complex a unique 

artistic creation and a technological 

exploit but, with its sanctuaries 

devoted to Buddhism, Hinduism and 

Jainism, it illustrates the spirit of 

tolerance that was characteristic of 

ancient India.                                                            Ellora Caves 

 The Ellora Caves not only bear witness to three great religions 

(Buddhism, Brahminism and Jainism) but they also illustrate the spirit of 

tolerance, characteristic of ancient India, which permitted these three religions to 

establish their sanctuaries and their communities in a single place, which thus 

served to reinforce its universal value. The caves, with their uninterrupted 

sequence of from 600 to 1,000 monuments, bring to life again the civilization of 

ancient India. These 34 monasteries and temples, extending over more than 2 

km, were dug side by side in the wall of a high basalt cliff, not far from 

Aurangabad, in Maharashtra. Ellora, with its uninterrupted sequence of 

monuments dating from AD 600 to 1000, brings the civilization of ancient India to 

life. Not only is the Ellora complex a unique artistic creation and a technological 
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exploit but, with its sanctuaries devoted to Buddhism, Hinduism and Jainism, it 

illustrates the spirit of tolerance that was characteristic of ancient India. 

 This rupestral ensemble constitute one of the most beautiful expressions 

of the art of the Indian Middle Ages; they are noteworthy as three major Indian 

religions have laid joint claim to the caves peacefully since they were created. 

These breathtaking caves are definitely worth visiting for their remarkable reliefs, 

sculptures and architecture. It is not, like that of Ajanta, the expression of a single 

belief; rather it is the product of the three principal religions of ancient India. 

Elephanta cave 

 The Elephanta Caves (180 56’ 20” N; 720 55’ 50” E), taluka Uran, district 

Raigad is located on island hills about 11 km north-east of the Apollo Bandar, 

Mumbai and 7 km from the shore of the mainland, approximately covering an 

area of 7 km in circumference. The island is named after a colossal elephant 

found in the island, which is popularly known as ‘Gharapuri’. At present, the 

statue of elephant is housed at Jijamata Garden in Mumbai. In ancient period, 

the place is variously identified as Puri which is mentioned in the Aihole 

inscription of Pulakesin II. It seems, 

different dynasties held their sway over 

this island, namely, the Konkan-

Mauryas, Trikutakas, Chalukyas of 

Badami, Silaharas, Rashtrakutas, 

Kalyani Chalukyas, Yadavas of 

Deogiri, Muslim rulers of Ahmedabad 

and then by the Portuguese. The 

Marathas also had this island under 

their control and from them it passed 

into the control of the British.                                           Elephanta Caves 

 There are seven cave excavations in the Elephanta group and these are 

datable from circa 6th – 7th centuries A.D. Among the cave excavations, the 

Cave 1 is the most impressive which represents the evolved Brahmanical rock-

cut architecture. The cave is also famous for the exquisite and vibrant sculptures. 

On plan it almost resembles the Dumar Lena (Cave 29) of Ellora. The cave has a 

main entrance on the north with two other openings on the east and west 

respectively and a central hall with six rows of pillared columns, six in each row 

except on the western corner, where a shrine of lingam is provided. 

Shirdi Sai Baba's Temple 

 122 kms from Nashik is the abode of one of Maharashtra's most revered 

saint -- Sai Baba of Shirdi. Popularly known as the 'Child of God', Sai Baba 

preached tolerance towards all religions and the message of universal 

brotherhood. Every activity at Shirdi revolves around the vast temple complex 

dedicated to Sai Baba.  



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  8 
 

Devotees start queuing up in the early hours of dawn to catch a glimpse and 

seek the blessings of the life-size statue of Sai Baba. Thursday is marked by 

special pujas and darshan of the Sai Baba statue.                                          

 There are other places of interest that devotees can visit as well including 

Dwarkamani Mosque where the Baba 

meditated and slept on alternate 

nights. Near the mosque, in a corridor 

is the dhuni or eternal flame that burns 

day and night. Other places of 

importance are the Gurusthan, the 

Kandoba Temple, Shani Mandir, 

Narsimha Mandir, Changdev Maharaj 

Samadhi and the Sakori Ashram.         

                                                                    Statue of Sai Baba at Shirdi                                  

Bibi-ka-Maqbara 

 The Bibi-Ka-Maqbara (19°55’ N; 75°15’ E) is a beautiful mausoleum of 

Rabia-ul-Daurani alias Dilras Banu Begum, the wife of the Mughal Emperor 

Aurangazeb (1658-1707 A.D.). This mausoleum is believed to be constructed by 

Prince Azam Shah in memory of his mother between 1651 and 1661 A.D. An 

inscription found on the main entrance door mentions that this mausoleum was 

designed and erected by Ata-ullah, an architect and Hanspat Rai, an engineer 

respectively. The marble for this mausoleum was brought from mines near 

Jaipur. According to Tavernier, 

around three hundred carts laden 

with marbles, drawn by at least 12 

oxen were seen by him during his 

journey from Surat to Golconda. The 

mausoleum draws its inspiration from 

the world famous Taj Mahal of Agra 

(constructed between 1631 and 1648 

A.D.) and hence it is rightly known as 

the "Taj of Deccan".                                       Bibi  ka Maqbara (Aurangabad)                         

 The mausoleum was intended to rival the Taj Mahal, but, the decline in 

architecture and proportions of the structure had resulted in a poor copy of the 

latter. Even this decline cannot stop one appreciating the setting of the tomb 

complex in a garden setting with the mountain ranges behind providing as a 

backdrop. A huge ‘U’ shaped gap in between the hills behind provides the perfect 

harmony in which the mausoleum is blended. The mausoleum stands at the 

centre of a huge enclosure measuring approximately 458 m. N-S X 275 m. E-W. 

Baradaris or pillared pavilions are located at the centre of north, east and 

western part of the enclosure wall. The typical Mughal Char-Bagh pattern adorns 

the mausoleum thereby increasing its beauty and splendour through its 

symmetry and excellent garden layout. The high enclosure wall is crenellated 
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with pointed arched recesses and bastions at regular intervals are provided to cut 

down the monotony. The recesses are divided by pilasters, crowned with small 

minarets.       

Hazur Sahib Nanded 

 Hazūr Sāhib, also spelled Hazoor Sahib, more called as Takht Sri Hazur 

Sahib and also known as Abchal Nagar, is one of the five takhts ("thrones", seats 

of temporal authority) in Sikhism. It is located on the banks of the River Godavari 

at the city of Nanded in the state of Maharashtra, Western India. It is where the 

10th guru, Guru Gobind Singh Ji completed his last breath. The gurudwara within 

the complex is known Sach-Khand "Realm 

of Truth". The structure is built at the place 

of death of Guru Gobind Singh. The inner 

room of the gurdwara is called the Angitha 

Sahib and is built over the place where 

Guru Gobind Singh was cremated in 1708. 

The construction of the gurdwara was 

done from 1832 to 1837 by order of 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780–1839).                        Hazur Sahib Nanded 

Aga Khan Palace 

 The Aga Khan Palace was built by Sultan Muhammed Shah Aga Khan III 

in Pune, India. Built in 1892, it is one of the biggest landmarks in Indian history. 

The palace was an act of charity by the Sultan who wanted to help the poor in 

the neighboring areas of Pune, who were drastically hit by famine.  Aga Khan 

Palace is a majestic building and is considered to be one of the greatest marvels 

of India.The palace is closely linked to the Indian freedom movement as it served 

as a prison for Mahatma Gandhi, his wife Kasturba Gandhi, his secretary 

Mahadev Desai and Sarojini Naidu. It is also the place were Kasturba Gandhi 

and Mahadev Desai breathed their last 

breath.In 2003, Archeological Survey of India 

(ASI) declared the place as a monument of 

national importance. Historically, the palace 

holds great significance. Mahatama Gandhi, 

his wife Kasturba Gandhi and his secretary 

Mahadev Desai were interned in the palace 

from 9 August 1942 to 6 May 1944, following 

the launch of Quit India Movement. Kasturba Gandhi and Mahadev Desai died 

during their captivity period in the palace and have their Samadhis located over 

there. Mahatama Gandhi and Kasturba Gandhi have their memorials located in 

the same complex, near Mula River.   In 1969, Aga Khan Palace was 

donated to the Indian people by Aga Khan IV as a mark of respect to Gandhi and 

his philosophy.Today the palace houses a memorial on Gandhi where his ashes 

were kept. The then prime minister Indira Gandhi had visited the place in 1974 
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where she allotted a sum of INR2 lakh (US$3,600) every year, for its 

maintenance. The amount rose to INR10 lakh (US$18,200) till 1990s, after which 

the national monument of India, was neglected for many years due to improper 

allocation of funds. There was a protest held at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi 

near Pune railway station in July 1999 to protest against the worsening condition 

of the monument.                                                                  Aga Khan Palace 

Shaniwar Wada 

 Shaniwarwada is a palace fort in the city of Pune in Maharashtra, India. 

Built in 1746, it was the seat of the Peshwa rulers of the Maratha Empire until 

1818 when the Peshwas surrendered to the British. Peshwa Baji Rao I, prime 

minister to Chattrapati Shahu, king of the Maratha empire, laid the ceremonial 

foundation of his own residence on Saturday, January 10, 1730. It was named 

Shaniwarwada from the Marathi words Shaniwar (Saturday) and Wada (a 

general term for any residence complex). 

Teak was imported from the jungles of 

Junnar, stone was brought from the nearby 

quarries of Chinchwad, and Lime (mineral) 

was brought from the lime-belts of Jejuri. 

The fort itself was largely destroyed in 1828 

by an unexplained fire, but the surviving 

structures are now maintained as a tourist 

site. Following the rise of the Maratha 

Empire, the palace became the centre of 

Indian politics in 18th century.                Shaniwar Wada 

Shri Siddhi Vinayak at Saddhatek 

 The Siddhivinayak Temple of Siddhatek is a Hindu temple dedicated to 

Ganesha, the elephant-headed god of wisdom. The temple is one of the 

Ashtavinayaka, the eight revered shrines of Ganesha in the Indian state of 

Maharashtra. The temple is located on the northern bank of the river Bhima in 

Siddhatek in the Karjat taluka of Ahmednagar and the only Ashtavinayaka shrine 

in Ahmednagar district. 

1.3.2 GOA  
 Goa is place admired by a lot of tourists. Apart from the beaches, this 

state has got a very affluent culture.  The multi-religious fabric of Goa’s society 

shines brightly, imbibed with the spirit of “Sarva Dharma, Sarva Bhava” or Equal 

Respect for all Religions. Goa abounds with famed churches and temples and a 

harmonious co-existence prevails between people of various faith. Irrespective of 

whether they are Catholic, Hindu or Muslim, many Goans prostrate in symbiotic 

reverence before deities of other faiths than the one they profess. Religion dwells 

in the hearts of Goans wherever in the world they may be. 
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Basilica of Bom Jesus 

 Built in the 16th century, this magnificent edifice is the most popular and 

famous of all the churches in Goa. The mortal remains of St. Francis Xavier, kept 

in a silver casket, are enshrined here. The casket was wrought by Goan 

silversmiths in 1636 - 37. Dedicated to Infant Jesus, this church is now a World 

Heritage Monument. 

 

  

Basilica of Bom (Right); Jesus Se Cathedral (Left) in Goa 

Se Cathedral, Goa 

 The most imposing of all the churches at Old Goa, its vaulted interior 

overwhelms visitors with its sheer grandeur. This Cathedral has five bells, among 

them the famous Golden bell, the biggest in Goa and one of the best in the world. 

The church is dedicated to St.Catherine of Alexandria. 

Church of St Francis of Assisi 

 The entrance and the choir were built in the Manueline style, the only 

fragment of its kind in the East. First built 

in 1517, it was later rebuilt twice, in 1521 

and in 1661. The interior is illustrated 

with exquisite paintings and the floor has 

a large number of tombstones with 

coats-of-arms. The adjacent convent 

now houses the Archaeological 

Museum.                      

                                         Church of St Francis of Assisi 

Shree Manguesh  

 22 kms from Panaji (26 kms from Margao) at Priol Ponda Taluka this 

famous temple dedicated to Lord Shiva is located on a hillock surrounded by lush 

green hills. Though small, it has an air of distinctive elegance.Its lofty white tower 

at the entrance is a countryside landmark. 

Shree Bhagavati  

 28 kms from Panaji in Pernem Taluka, the temple is said to be more than 

500 years old. Made of black stone, two life size images of elephants in a 
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standing position at the entrance welcomes visitors.. Dussehra is celebrated with 

gaiety when over 25 thousand devotees assemble at the temple. 

1.3.3 Diu 
 A beautiful blend of sea, sand and sun, Diu is a God's gift to those in 

quest of a blessed land where the weary weight of this unintelligible world can, 

for a while, be lightened and the waking soul can hear the music of the nature. 

This tiny island of breeze, beauty and serenity situated off the southern tip of the 

Saurashtra (Kathiawar) peninsula of Gujarat, lapped by the Arabian Sea, is a 

picture of calmness with superb beaches and a fascinating history. 

 Diu was ruled by many well-known kings and dynasties during the 

prehistoric, ancient and medieval times. It was a Portuguese colony until 1961. It 

is now a Union Territory, separated from Goa in 1987.It was an important trading 

post and naval base from where the rulers controlled the shipping routes in the 

northern part of the Arabian Sea between the 14-16th centuries. The popular 

monuments of Diu are as follows: 

Diu Fort 

 

 Fort of Diu is a popular monument in 

Diu. This fort is surrounded on three sides by 

sea & a giant light house.                       

                               

     Diu Fort 

Church of St Paul 

 St. Paul's church is dedicated to our Lady of Immaculate Conception. The 

construction of the church was started in 1601 and was completed in the year 

1610. The main facade of the church is perhaps the most elaborate of all 

Portuguese churches in India. The facade has been illuminated by flood lights. 

The church adorned with curiously treated volutes and shell - like motifs and the 

magnificent wood carving is considered to be the most elaborate of all the 

Portugese churches in India. St. Paul Church, built in 1691 is consecrated to our 

Lady of Immaculate Conception. In architectural style it resembles Bom Jesus 

Church at Goa. The dominant features are, no doubt, Gothic. The wood - 

panelling of the church is rated one of the best in church craftmanship. 

Fortim-do-Mar 

 The Fortim-do-Mar is a magnificent stone 

structure in the sea, built right at the mouth of the 

creek. This fort is popular tourist destination. 

 

                                          Fortim-do-Mar 
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Church of St Francis of Assisi 

 It was the friary of the Franciscans. It was built in 1593. The Church is still 

in use and the cloister has been converted into a hospital 

St. Thomas Church  

 The old St. Thomas Church has been converted into a museum which 

houses antique statues, various stone inscriptions of the earlier rulers, wooden 

carvings and idols, in evening; multicolored fountains and special lighting of the 

imposing building fascinate everyone. A huge edifice in gothic architecture was 

built in 1598. A part of it has been converted into a museum - an archaeological 

treasure house. 

Diu Museum 

 The old St. Thomas Church has been converted into a museum which 

houses the antique statues, various stone inscriptions of the earlier rulers, 

wooden carvings, idols, shadow-clocks and other important artifacts have been 

collected from various sites and displayed. 

1.4 Historical sites 
 India is renowned throughout the world for its exquisite architectural 

beauty and heritage. There are a large number of monuments in the country, 

which showcase not only its architectural legacy, but also its history and culture. 

All the monuments in India have an aura of mystery, intrigue and romance 

surrounding them. Right from forts to palaces to memorials to tombs to temples 

to churches, the country has it all.  

 India has monuments belonging to each and every religion- Hindu, Islam, 

Sikhism, Christianity and Jewish. Each monument has some story or legend 

attached to it, which makes it much more attractive to the visitors. Infact, Indian 

monuments truly reflect the country's rich and glorious past. The monuments of 

India, cutting across all ages, take us to myriad cultures, traditions and way of 

life. Anyone coming to India on a vacation must make sure to visit its famous 

monuments. The states of Maharashtra, Goa & Diu too are rich in terms of 

architecture & heritage & attract a lot of tourists. 

1.4.1 Maharashtra  
 Maharashtra is blessed with a bountiful nature. Apart from high mountain 

peaks, steep cliffs, forests, beaches, rivers and waterfalls, there are also cave 

temples and places of historical importance in Maharashtra. There are forest 

reserves and protected areas for birds and wild animals and dam projects. 

Maharashtra boasts of places that mark India on the world tourist map. Tourists 

from all over India and from distant corners of the world come to Maharashtra to 

visit its forts, spectacular beaches, the Ghat and mountain passages. Apart from 

the tourist spots being developed in Konkan region due to its vicinity to the sea 
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shore, Western Maharashtra, Vidharbha, Marathwada, North Maharashtra and 

Nagpur boast of certain excellent tourist spots. 

Mumbai  

 The city of Mumbai abounds in a number of historical monuments. These 

monuments form important landmarks of the city and are a legacy of the 

Mumbai`s rich historical past. By far the most famous of all monuments in 

Mumbai is the Gateway of India. It stands at Apollo Bunder, overlooking the 

Arabian Sea. This symbolic national landmark, the Marble Arch of India, was 

designed by George Wittet to commemorate the visit of George V and Queen 

Mary, en route to the Delhi Durbar of December 1911. In 1948 it was the point of 

exit for the 1st Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, the last British regiment to leave 

India. 

 It has been built in the Indo-Saracenic architectural style and is the 

signature monument of Mumbai. The Gateway of India has been modelled on 

16th-century Gujarati work and constructed in honey-coloured basalt, with side 

chambers and halls to accommodate civic receptions. It stands tall with four 

turrets and intricate latticework carved into the basalt stone. In recent years the 

surrounding area has been landscaped as part of a welcome civic improvement 

scheme. In the gardens stands an equestrian statue of Chatrapati Shivaji, 

erected in 1961. Another major historical landmark of Mumbai is the Taj Mahal 

Palace and Tower. It is a monument in its own right, powerful and with an 

atmosphere of self-assured Edwardian 

solidity. It was built by the millionaire 

industrialist J. N. Tata and it still retains its 

social cachet. It is best viewed from out at 

sea; its prominent red dome, belvedere and 

curved corner towers, capped by Moorish 

domes, form a metropolitan landmark. The 

Taj Mahal hotel is often touted as one of the 

great hotels of the East.                                        Taj Mahal Palace and Tower 

 The Prince of Wales Museum is yet another major monument of 

Mumbai. The Museum, designed by George Wittet and commenced in 1905, is 

dominated by a huge tiled concrete dome and, at present, comprises two out of 

the three planned ranges disposed around a central courtyard. The central range 

(1914) and one wing (1937) are complete. This vast complex, based on local 

Gujarati architecture of the 15th and 16th centuries and built in local stone, is 

typical of Wittet`s accomplished Indo-Saracenic architecture. A bronze statue 

of George V stands outside. An equestrian statue of Edward VII, by Boehm, 

presented by Sir Albert Sassoon, stands on the other frontage. 

 There are three main sections in the museum - Art, Archaeology and 

Natural History. The Art section contains an excellent collection of arms, the Sir 

Ratan Tata bequest of pictures, including works by Lawrence, Gainsborough, 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  15 
 

Poussin and Titian, and fine examples of Indian silver and brass, jade and 

tapestries.  

 The Archaeological exhibition has three main sections: Brahmanical, Jain, 

Prehistoric and Foreign collections; and Buddhist. The Natural History section is 

based on the collections of the Mumbai Natural History Society, founded in 

1833. The Prince of Wales Museum is regarded as one of the finest and best 

museums in the country.                                   

 The Victoria and Albert Museum was founded by Sir George Birdwood 

and designed in 1862 by William Tracey. It is a two-storey range in a Palladian 

style, unusual in Mumbai, where Gothic usually prevailed. The foundation stone 

was laid by Sir Bartle Frere and, when opened nine years later, it was eulogized 

as `one of the greatest boons which England could have conferred on India`. The 

Museum houses an interesting collection depicting the history of Mumbai. 

 Flora fountain In front of the Museum is an Italianate Clocktower built in 

1865, the gift of David Sassoon to the designs of Scott, McClelland & Co. It is 

built in Porbandar stone with panels of Minton tiles and dressings of Blashfield`s 

terracotta from Lincolnshire. The four faces portray morning, evening, noon and 

night. At the base is a drinking-fountain. 

 The University Library and Rajabai Clocktower were constructed to 

designs sent by Sir George Gilbert Scott from England. Built between 1869 and 

1878, it is one of his best schemes, a sophisticated amalgam of 14th-century 

French and Italian Gothic. The library comprises a two-storey structure with 

arcaded galleries, pierced parapets and delicately carved stonework. In each 

corner are open spiral staircases raising full height, capped by stone spires. The 

cool interior is lit by traceried windows filled with stained glass. 

 The colossal Rajabai Tower is based on Giotto`s campanile in Florence. 

. It takes its name from the mother of its benefactor, 

Mr Premchand Roychand. Around the octagonal 

lantern are sculpted figures 8 feet high which 

represent the castes of western India.                           

 Above these, forming crocketed finials, arc 

another set of figures, twenty-four in all, modelled by 

the Assistant Engineer, Rao Bahadur Makund 

Ramchendra. Under the clock dials on each face are 

four small machicolated balconies. From the top of 

the tower a magnificent view of the city can be 

obtained, but access is not always possible. However 

the clock chimes can hardly be held now.                              Rajabai Tower 

 The Great Western Hotel is a late 18th century house. Originally 

occupied by Governor Hornby between 1771 and 1784, it later became Admiralty 

House and the High Court before it was converted into the Hotel. The core of the 

building is original but the veranda has been demolished. 

 Apart from these, a number of buildings of civic utility are also 

monuments in construction. Built during the era of Bristish rule, these 
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monuments continue to serve their purpose ages after the colonial rulers have 

left. 

 The Council Hall is an imposing structure built by the outstanding 

architect of Victorian Mumbai, F. W. Stevens, under the supervision of General 

James Augustus Fuller. Commenced in 1870 and completed in 1876, it 

superseded earlier designs for a cast-iron structure by the English architect J. 

Macvicar Anderson. It is a large Indo-Gothic structure, 270 ft long, with two wings 

and a central entrance hall and staircase faced in blue basalt with dressings of 

Porbandar, Coorla and Hemnager stone. The sculpture on the front gable by 

Bolton of Cheltenham depicts Neptune with nymphs and seahorses. Full details 

of its construction can be found on a memorial tablet in the Hall. In 1928 the 

home was taken over by the government and a new Council Chamber for the 

Mumbai Legislature was added at the rear. 

 The Town Hall is the finest neo-classical building in India, a 

sophisticated, assured essay in the Greek revival style. It was designed by 

Colonel Thomas Cowper and completed after his death in 1825 by others, mainly 

Charles Waddington, although a certain Augustine of Portuguese origin is 

reputed to have played an important subordinate role. The facade is raised high 

on an arcaded basement approached by a massive flight of steps. Projecting 

jhilmils or window hoods are part of the original design and demonstrate the 

successful adaptation of Greek Doric architecture to an Indian context. Greek 

palmettes are seen on the pelmets to the jhilmils. The Doric columns were 

shipped from England but were considered so monumental on arrival that the 

original idea of paired columns was dropped, the leftovers being diverted for use 

at Christ Church, Bycullah, which was under construction at the time. Close to 

the Town Hall is the Mint. It was built by Major John Hawkins on the Fort 

Rubbish dump between 1824 and 1829. It is a restrained, rectangular building 

with an Ionic portico. 

 The former Secretariat of the government of Mumbai was designed in 

1874 by Captain Henry St Clair Wilkins in Venetian Gothic style. It is 470 ft long, 

with wings terminated by three sides of an octagon. The facade is made up of 

arcaded verandas enriched with structural polychromy, with a central axis 

accentuated by a huge gable which breaks forward beneath the 170 ft tower. The 

gable, carrying the great staircase window in a single 90 feet arch, is the central 

feature of the composition. It is faced in buff-coloured Porbandar stone, enriched 

with blue and red basalt and details carved by native artists in white Hemnagar 

stone. 

 The University Convocation Hall was designed by Sir George Gilbert 

Scott in 1874.It has been built in the Decorated French style of the fifteenth 

century. It was financed by the great Parsee benefactor Sir Cowasjee Jehangir 

Readymoney, to whom there is dedicated statue by Thomas Woolner in the 

Gardens. The south end is apsidal and separated from the body of the hall by a 

grand arch. A handsome carved timber gallery carried on enriched cast-iron 

brackets encloses three sides. Open spiral staircases, recalling those of the great 
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French chateaux at Blois and Chambord, provide external access to the side 

verandas. 

 The Mumbai High court is another tropical English Gothic construction. 

It was designed and built by Colonel James Augustus Fuller, `the leading 

constructional engineer of his day`. This enormous pile is 562 ft long and 195 ft 

wide, dominated by a large central tower 186 ft high, on cither side of which arc 

lower octagonal spire-capped towers crowned by figures of Justice and Mercy. 

These contain private staircases for judges, the main staircase on the eastern 

side being approached by a groin-vaulted corridor in Porbandar stone with a floor 

of Minton tiles. The gaunt exterior is roughly dressed in blue basalt enriched with 

dressings of stucco, Porbandar, Coorla and Sewri stones, surmounted by steeply 

pitched roofs clad in Taylor`s patent red tiles. 

 The Public Works Office is another magnificent essay in Venetian 

Gothic, by Colonel Henry St Clair Wilkins. It is similar in conception to the 

Secretariat but with a curious centrepiece, a deep staircase tower with twin 

pyramidal roofs. The wings are terminated by end bays with arcaded stories 

enriched with structural polychromy, but much of its impact is now reduced by the 

mature trees on the forecourt. 

 The old General Post Office (1869-72), now called the Telegraph Office, 

was designed by James Trubshawe in mediaeval Italian style with wide 

bracketed eaves. The building stands opposite the Public Works Office, with its 

main facade to Vir Nariman Road It is punctuated by two towers with steeply 

pitched roofs, between which projects a cavernous porte-cochere. The upper part 

was once used as an outdoor dining-room for clerks. Unsightly modern aerials 

impair the roofline. 

 Town Hall Adjacent to the north is the original Telegraph Office, built like 

the Post Office under the supervision of Colonel James Augustus Fuller, but 

designed entirely by W. Paris, who had collaborated with Trubshawe on the 

design of the Post Office. Both buildings are faced in honey-coloured sandstone 

from Coorla, with columns and dressings of blue basalt. 

 Elphinstone or Horniman Circle lies on the site of Bombay Green and 

was laid out from about 1860 under the instructions of Charles Forjett, the 

Municipal Commissioner, to a scheme prepared by George Clerk, predecessor of 

Sir Bartle Frere. The buildings were designed with unified Italian facades 

enriched with cast-ironwork from England. 

On the western edge of the Circle by Vir 

Nariman Road is Elphinstone Buildings 

(1870), a splendid Venetian Gothic 

palazzo in warm-brown sandstone with 

interlacing arches and arcaded storeys, 

one of the most accomplished Victorian 

Gothic buildings in Bombay. The central 

gardens, enclosed with Victorian iron 

railings, provide a pleasant resting-place.   Elphinstone or Horniman Circle 
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 The Custom House is an ancient structure, parts of which may 

incorporate a Portuguese barrack block of 1665. Over the entrance portico are 

the arms of the East India Company and the inscription `Hon. W. Ainslabie, 

1714`. Vestiges of the original Portuguese fortifications survive, including, 

incredibly, parts of the original Manor House (c. 1560), built by Garcia da Orta. 

These are embedded in the old Arsenal or Pattern Room. Nearby are a sundial 

and coat of arms of similar age. Over the gate in the bastion wall is a cartouche 

of Portuguese soldiers. Fragments of the old Fort walls can be discerned, but the 

most complete stretch lies within the restricted Naval Dockyard complex. 

 The Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus or Victoria Terminus is one of the 

oldest and finest Victorian Gothic buildings in India. It was designed by F. W. 

Stevens in a riot of polychromatic stone, decorative ironwork, marble and tile. 

The frontage is symmetrical, with projecting wings and a colossal dome, `the first 

applied to a Gothic building on scientific principles`. Beneath the dome is a 

majestic staircase. The booking-hall is arcaded and ornamented in High Victorian 

Gothic style, with stained glass, glazed tile and stencilled patterns. It is a highly 

original work, inspired by Gilbert Scott`s St Pancreas Station but wholly different 

in conception. The dome is crowned by a huge statue of Progress, 14 ft high, 

executed by Thomas Earp, who designed the stone medallions of Imperial 

figures which enrich the facade, as well as the Imperial lion and Indian tiger 

which crown the monumental gate piers. Most of the architectural ornament was 

carved locally by the Mumbai School of Art. 

 The Municipal Buildings were also designed by F. W. Stevens in 1893. 

This colossal edifice has a 255 ft high tower, capped by a bulbous dome, an 

ebullient expression of Indo-Saracenic architecture symbolizing Victorian civic 

and imperial pride. The statue crowning the gable is `Urbs Pritna in Indis.` It is a 

fine building by the most accomplished practitioner of Indo-Gothic architecture. 

The statue outside is of Sir Ferozeshah Mehta, by Derwent Wood. 

 Rajabai Clock tower Government House (Raj Bhavan) stands in a 

large private compound at the summit of the hill. The house has a rustic 

character, with a pitched roof and timber verandahs. It was enlarged by 

Mountstuart Elphinstone in 1819 and again in 1828, by Sir John Malcolm. The 

dining-hall, billiard room, porch and verandah were added in 1868. Since 1885 it 

has been the Governor`s official residence by Noble, which once stood at the 

junction of Mayo Road and the Esplanade, and a splendid bracketed cast-iron 

lamp column and drinking-fountain formerly on the Esplanade.  

 The adjacent entrance to Victoria Gardens (14 hectares: 34 acres) is 

through a classical screen enriched with medallions of the then Prince and 

Princess of Wales by James Forsyth. The capitals are copied from the Temple of 

Jupiter Status in Rome. Within the gardens are a statue of Prince Albert, by 

Noble, and a rotunda with a bust of Lady Frere designed by Tracey and modelled 

on the Choragic Monument of Lysicrates in Athens. 
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 Fort House, now Handloom House, was once the mid-19th-century 

residence of the great Parsee Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, and nearby lies his 

eponymous Institute (1871), built in a Gothic style. 

 The Flora fountain is situated in the heart of South Mumbai. It was built 

in 1864. It has been sculpted in imported Portland stone and depicts the Roman 

Goddess Flora. The fountain stands exactly at the point where the original 

Church Gate of Bombay Fort stood.  

 The Wellington Fountain was built in 1865 to commemorate the two 

visits made here by the Duke in 1801 and 1804. 

 Also worth mention here is the Forbe`s House. It is a late eighteenth-

century house of John Forbes, a Scots trader and leading businessman. The 

house today survives in a state of precarious dilapidation.  

 These are therefore the chief historical monuments of Mumbai. Though 

most of them are still in use today for some civic or public service, their 

architecture, period of construction and role in India`s historical past contribute 

towards their role as termed monuments of Mumbai. 

Aurangabad 

 Discovered in 1610 by Malik Ambar, originally named Kharki, Aurangabad 

is surrounded by several historical places, most of which are much older than the 

city itself. It is one of the rare districts hosting two important UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites-Ajanta & Ellora. Capital of Marathwada region, Aurangabad 

provides a perfect base to stay and explore the tourist as well as religious 

attractions around. Nearing its 400 years of history, Aurangabad has seen some 

interesting historical incidents.  

 Owing to Malik Ambar’s love for architecture, the city was a beautiful 

place during its early days. It grew rapidly to become an important place of trade, 

which later witnessed a violent act of war by Mughal emperor Jahangir, who 

burnt it down. But the city grew again. After Malik Ambar’s demise in 1626, his 

son took the charge and named the city after himself as Fatehnagar. But that did 

not last long as Aurangzeb, then Prince of the Mughals appointed as Viceroy, 

took charge of the city and named it Aurangabad. A fortified wall was erected 

around the city later.   

 Often called the city of gates, Aurangabad itself hosts several small 

historical structures within it, most of which are the gates from Mughal period.  

 Though the original number of these has reduced from 52, there are still 

several prominent gates present throughout 

the city. Bibi-ka-Maqbara, Panchakki and 

Aurangabad Caves are another historical 

places, amongst which Bibi-ka-Maqbara is 

the only place that still reminds of its old 

beauty. Panchakki, a watermill that provided 

free flour to the poor, can be visited on the 

way to Bibi-ka-Maqbara.                                     Panchakki 
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 The old town area has the remnants of Nahar-e-Ambari, a marvelous 

water circulation system based on siphon method that provided water through 

the pipelines to the whole town. 

 The Muslim architecture of Aurangabad lies firmly in the Deccan 

tradition. The oldest structures belong to the early 14th century, but later the 

architecture developed its own peculiar local characteristics. Although part of the 

same stylistic movement as the buildings of Bidar, Bijapur, Golconda and 

Gulbarga, at Aurangabad the rich styles and varied forms of the Jains of Gujarat 

were borrowed and adapted for Islamic ends. The result is a fascinating 

commingling of architectural styles. 

 The Naukonda Palace was built by Malik Ambar in 1616 and later added 

to by Asaf Jah I. The interior contained five zenanas, a Diwan-i-Am and Diwan-i-

Khas, a mosque and a kacheri, as well as a hammam or hot bath, which still 

survives. However, most of it is now in ruins. 

 Aurangzeb built the Killa Arrak in 1692. This vast complex with 

battlemented walls and gateways once covered the entire area between the 

Mecca and Delhi gates of the city. A high terrace to the right of the entrance still 

survives, with an extensive garden and ruined tanks. Only the Am Khas, or 

Durbar Hall, and the Jami Masjid remain intact. An inscription dated 1659 can be 

seen over the enclosure close to the mosque. 

 Kali Masjid is located in Juna Bazaar.Built in 1600, it is a six-pillared 

stone mosque on a high plinth also built by Malik Ambar.  

 The Shah Ganj Masjid was built in 1720. It is built on a raised platform 

with shops on three outer sides, the fourth being open, with a flight of steps 

leading to an open arcade of five arches in Indo-Islamic style. The interior has 

twenty-four pillars and the main chamber is crowned by a graceful bulbous dome 

and spire, with a base of carved lotus leaves. The east and west wings form 

arcaded chambers or Kham Khas, with corner minarets echoing those on the 

main building. The courtyard, which is approached through a pointed arch and 

two minarets, has two cisterns. With its warm and hospitable nature, the city of 

Aurangabad invites tourists to spend a perfect holiday. 

 

Kohlapur 

 The monuments of Kolhapur consist of a number of religious as well as 

historical landmarks in the history of India. Situated about 144 south-east of 

Pune, the monuments of Kolhapur are displayed amidst a number of ancient 

temples and fine nineteenth century buildings. A rich history precedes the 

existence of Kolhapur. The Hindu era lasted till 1347, followed by the Muslim rule 

which was from 1347-1700. The Yadava dynasty ruled here till the thirteenth. 

They were followed by the rulers of the Mughals dynasty, and finally the Maratha 

ruler Chatrapati Shivaji captured the town in 1675.The ruling dynasty at Kolhapur 

is descended from Shivaji`s younger son, who forged a kingdom from the 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  21 
 

southern estates. Under Shahu Chhatrapati a reforming government was 

established in 1894 which turned Kolhapur into a model native state. 

 The New Palace, by Major Charles Mant, Royal Engineers, is a 

remarkable piece of Victorian eclecticism. Built in grey stone around a central 

courtyard, it is dominated by a lofty 

clock tower, crowned by a cupola. 

Superficially Indo-Saracenic in style, 

the building incorporates many 

references to local architecture and 

displays a fine fusion of Hindu and 

Jain styles from Gujarat and 

Rajasthan.                           New Palace, Kolhapur 

 The Palace Square is in the centre of the town. It is entered via the 

Nakkar Khana or Music Gallery. On the right is the Rajwada or Old Palace, 

which was badly damaged by fire in 1810.It, is a remarkably huge and splendid 

structure adorned with filigree work done in stone. It has a central stone gateway 

and wooden pillars. The second floor comprises the Durbar Hall, in which there is 

a picture of Mant`s cenotaph in Florence for Maharaja Rajaram I, who died there 

in 1870. In the armoury a sword reputedly belonging to Aurangzeb and another 

given by Sir John Malcolm to Pratap Singh are to be found. On the south side of 

the square are the Treasury and other government offices. 

 Behind the Treasury is located the Shri Mahalakshmi temple. It is 

dedicated to the Mother Goddess. The construction work on it was started in the 

7th century AD by the rulers of Chalukya dynasty. 

 A rather unique temple found here is the Binkhambi Ganesh 

Mandir.The remarkable feature of this temple is that it stands completely without 

any pillars. The temple is dedicated to Lord Ganesha and is among the major 

attractions of then city. 

 Kolhapur has a number of ancient shrines as well. In 1880 a 3rd-century 

Buddhist crystal relic casket was discovered in a nearby stupa. Kolhapur, thus, 

abounds in a number of monuments of an ancient age. They are counted not 

only within Kolhapur, but also figure prominently among all the monuments of 

Maharashtra. 

Pune  

 The historical legacies of the different rulers of Pune are to be found in 

the various historical monuments of Pune. 

Not only do we find here the grandiose 

palaces of the Marathas, but a number of 

civic and military constructions undertaken 

by the British. One of the prime attractions 

among the historical monuments of Pune 

is the Shaniwar Wada or the Saturday 
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Palace.Wadas served as the residence of the Peshwas and this was one of their 

most important palaces. The Shaniwar Wad was built by Rao, grandfather of the 

last Peshwa in1736. Originally an imposing residence for the Peshwa, with 

guesthouses, gardens and fountains, it was gutted by fire in 1791, 1812 and 

1828, so that today only the massive outer walls remain. 

 The Lal Mahal of Pune was built by Shivaji`s father, Shahaji Bhonsale, in 

the year 1643 AD. He set up this palace for his wife Jijabai and son. It was the 

residence of Shivaji for many years till he captured his first fort. The Lal Mahal is 

made up of red bricks.     

 Set beautifully amidst the six acre Bund Gardens is the Aga Khan 

Palace. It is an elegant building replete with salons and suites. It was built in 

1860 as an act of charity in order to provide employment to the people of Pune 

who had been severely affected by famine. It is a historical landmark. Mahatma 

Gandhi and certain other leaders of the Indian National Congress were 

imprisoned here during the Quit India Movement of 1942. After the Quit India 

Resolution was passed, Mahatma Gandhi and his wife Kasturba were held here 

under house arrest. Today it is maintained as a memorial to him. Kasturba 

Gandhi, his wife, died here and her memorial tomb stands on the estate. 

 Also very famous among the monuments of Pune is the Shivneri fort. It 

is the birthplace of the great Maratha 

leader Chatrapati Shivaji. Sir Robert 

Sassoon`s House, Garden Reach, 

is a historical monument of Pune. 

Set behind elegant gothic iron gates, 

it was built between 1862 and 1864 

and designed by Colonel Sir Henry 

St Clair Wilkins.                  

       Shivneri fort 

 The Sassoon Hospitals were designed in English Gothic style by Wilkins 

and Melliss in 1867.  

 The Council Hall, measuring 63 feet long and 20 feet wide is a repository 

of interesting pictures. Found here are paintings of Sir Bartle and Lady Frere, 

Lord Napier of Magdala, Sir Salar Jung, the Gaekwads of Baroda and several 

other local worthies.  

 Lloyd Bridge, Wellesley Bridge & Deccan college are other structures 

which were built in english time & speak of rich architecture of Pune. 

Satara 

 The monuments of Satara are contained in a fine collection of historical 

relics associated with Chatrapati Shivaji. There have been found historical 

inscriptions as old as 200 BC which refer to Satara, mentioning then oldest 

known place there as karad. The Empire of Chandragupta II extended as far as 

the Satara district in Deccan, when he ruled there between 451 AD and 455 AD. 

The Guptas were followed by the Satavahana dynasty who ruled here for about 
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two centuries. The first Muslim invasion of the Deccan took place in 1296. In 

1636 the Nizam Shahi dynasty came to an end. In 1663 Shivaji conquered Parali 

and Satara fort. After the death of Shivaji, Aurangzeb conquered Satara fort. In 

1708 Chhatrapati Shahu was crowned within the Satara fort. The direct 

descendents of The Great Maratha King Chatrapati Shivaji continue to live in 

Satara. The current king of Satara, Chatrapati Udayanraje Bhonsale is the 13th 

descendent of Shivaji Maharaj. Not many temples are found in Satara. This is 

because Mahuli, three miles to the East is the place of devotion for Satara and 

contains all the best temples. The Yamai Devi Temple is found in Satara. 

Constructed in the Hemadpanthi pattern, it contains life sized idols of the Avatars 

of Lord Vishnu.                                       

Nagpur 

 The monuments of Nagpur are contained in the temples, forts and 

provincial style buildings found herein. Located in the state of Maharashtra, the 

city derives its name from the Nag River flowing through it. Though the city is a 

modern route centre with no great architectural pretensions, the monuments of 

Nagpur form quite a picturesque sight. Though the origins of the city date back to 

the 18th century, ancient history of the district is shrouded in obscurity, with 

traces dating back to the 5th century. The current city of Nagpur was founded by 

The Gond King Bhakt Buland. In 1467 AD Muhammad Bahmani conquered the 

area, but in the following century the local Gonds underwent a resurgence of 

power, which lasted until 1740, when the Bhonslas conquered the country. On 26 

and 27 November 1817 Maratha troops attacked the British Resident and his 

bodyguard. After a lengthy struggle the British prevailed and the Bhonsla`s army 

was disbanded. When the succession lapsed in 1853, the territory was annexed 

by the British and eight years later it was formed with Saugor and Narbada into 

the Central Provinces. In spite of a local uprising in 1857, the garrison remained 

loyal. 

 The Sitabaldi fort is the prime among the historical monuments of 

Nagpur. The Fort actually embraces two hills joined by a narrow saddle of land. 

The old civil station lies west of Sitabaldi Hill. 

The main European buildings are concentrated 

here. The Central Museum was constructed in 

1863.The museum maintains collections which 

are mainly for Vidharba region. It has excellent 

collections divided into six separate sections: art 

and industry, archaeology, anthropology, 

geology, paintings and natural history.                               Sitabaldi fort. 

 One of the most distinguished buildings in the city is the Council Hall. It 

was built in 1912 by the British. The building is a two-storey affair in red brick with 

a distinctive central range and wings on each side. To the west of the Council 

Hall lies the Secretariat, a construction of the modified Renaissance style. The 

High Court designed by Henry Medd, is an impressive civic range in the 
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distinctive style evolved by Lutyens at New Delhi and is very similar to Viceroy`s 

House. 

 North of Sadar Bazaar is another high hill, Takli, on which stands 

Government House or Raj Bhavan. Within are some interesting drawings 

depicting the battle of 1817 and other paintings of local British residents. 

Khuldabad 

 Rauza in Maharashtra, now known as Khuldabad, contains a number of 

religious monuments which are of major importance to the Deccan Muslims. 

Located 14 miles North West of Aurangabad, 

Maharashtra it was originally known as Rauza 

meaning the garden of paradise. Khuldabad is 

often referred to as the Valley of Saints or the 

Abode of eternity because in the fourteenth century 

many Sufi saints of the Chisti order used to reside 

here. The town is picturesque, enclosed by a high 

fortified wall built by Aurangzeb, with seven gates: 

the Nagarkhana, Pangra, Langda, Mangal-peth, 

Kunbi Ali, Hamdadi and a wicket called Azam 

Shahi.                                 Dargah  of Shaikh Burhan ud-din Gharib Chisti 

 The dargah of Shaikh Burhan ud-din Gharib Chisti along with the tomb of 

the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb and his trusted general Qamar-ud-din Khan, 

Asaf Jah I are located in this town. A number of other Dargahs, mosques and 

tombs are to be found at Khuldabad. Khuldabad is primarily a shrine revered by 

the followers of Islam, due to the many dargahs and mausoleums found here. 

Ahmednagar 

 The monuments of Ahmednagar are magnificent constructions mainly 

built by the rulers of the Nizam Shahi dynasty. The town was founded by Ahmad 

Nizam Shah in 1494 on the site of an earlier settlement. The Nizam Shahi 

dynasty of Ahmadnagar beautified the city of Ahmednagar by means of a number 

of architectural works of art, such as forts, palaces, mosques etc. Situated on the 

flood-plain of the Sina River, the town was Ahmednagar became the centre of a 

powerful state under the Nizam Shahi dynasty. They went on to build, renovate 

and fortify the place and subsequently, it was the only state on the west coast of 

India to maintain control in the face of Portuguese piracy. 

 A number of monuments are found in Ahmednagar of both historical and 

religious interest. 

 Chief among the historical monuments are the fort and Farah Baksh 

palace. To the East of the city at a distance of about 800 miles is the fort built by 

Husain Nizam Shah in 1559. The main entrance is protected by a powerful 

circular bastion. In plan the fort is more or less circular in shape and almost 533 ft 

in circumference. The fort was taken over by Akbar in 1599. Later it was taken 
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from the Nizam by the Marathas. In 1797 the fort was assigned to Daulat Rao 

Scindia, from whom it was captured by Lord Wellesley on 12 August 1803. 

 The construction of the Farah Bakhsh Palace was started in 1508, 

completed in 1574 and rebuilt in 1583.It is mostly in ruins now. The buildings 

around the Niamat Khani, which were erected between 1576 and 1578, are also 

in a similar state. Alamgir`s Dargah, Qasim Mosque, Husaini Mosque, Farhad 

Khani Mosque,  mecca & damadi mosque are other historical monuments 

present in the area. 

1.4.2 Goa  
 Goa has a rich and varied history. It was part of the Mauryan Empire in 

the 3 rd century BC, followed by the rule of the Satvahanas of Kolhapur and the 

Bhojas who made Chandor their capital. From 580 - 750 AD the Chalukyas of 

Badami held sway over Goa until the Silharas took control in 1086 AD. 

 Gulhalla Deva of the Kadambas, originally from Mysore, consolidated his 

hold over Chandor in the 11th century AD until the 13th century AD. As their 

kingdom prospered, the Kadamba rulers built a navy that was unbeatable in its 

time. Chandor their capital was now too small. They then moved to Goa Velha, 

where only the massive tank of the temple of Goddess Chamunda remains 

today. The Fr Agnel monastery on the hill at Pilar houses a museum that has 

notable collections of this period. The State Museum at Panaji has an extensive 

collection of artefacts from different periods of Goa’s history. A smaller museum 

in Old Goa on Christian Art also displays a distinctive selection. 

 Jayakeshi-I 1052-1080 AD proclaimed himself Lord of the Konkan and 

Emperor of the Western Seas. On his death Goa fell to the Chalukyas of Kalyani 

and later to the Yadavas of Devgiri.  Muslims held sway from 1312-1370 AD over 

the Konkan region. However, with the breakup of the Tughlaq Kingdom, it was 

the Bhamani Sultans who then controlled Goa. 

 Madhav Mantri, who headed the army of Harihara of Vijaynagar, 

reclaimed and ruled Goa as its Viceroy. In 1469 the Bahamani Vizier Khwaja 

Mohammed Gawan of Gulbarga laid a two-year siege of Goa's seaside forts and 

ended Vijayanagar's rule. Yusuf Adil Shah, the adopted son of Gawan, moved 

his capital to Ela in Old Goa in 1498. He later built himself a palace in Panaji 

which until recently housed the State Secretariat. His rule lasted 12 years. 

 On 25 November 1510 he lost Goa for good to Afonso de Albuquerque, a 

Portuguese who had taken the city earlier in March that year. The Portuguese 

ruled for 450 years. 

 On 19 December 1961, the Indian Army liberated Goa from Portuguese 

rule, the culmination of the efforts of scores of freedom fighters, both Hindu and 

Christian. Thereafter Goa remained a Union Territory administered from New 

Delhi till it attained Statehood on May 30, 1987. In August 1992, Konkani, the 

mother tongue of most Goans was granted official language status under the 

Indian Constitution. 
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 Aguada Fort situated 18 kms from Panaji and situated on a headland of 

the river Mandovi, this fort was built by the 

Portuguese in 1609-1612, to command entry into the 

river in order protect Old Goa from potential enemy 

attacks. A spring within the fort provided water 

supply to the ships that called there, giving it the 

name “Aguada” (meaning ‘water’ in Portuguese). 

The fort, at present, houses the Central Jail. A 19th 

century lighthouse is situated inside the fortress.       Aguada Fort 

 Big foot located in Loutulim, 9 kms from Margao, this centre for art, 

culture and environment is an aesthetically developed 

open air site designed to illustrate Goa’s traditional 

past. Set in eco-friendly surroundings, this mock up 

village traces 100 years of Goa’s lifestyle and heritage. 

A giant size footprint, Big Foot, the only designer dance 

floor in Goa, is used as a venue for the promotion of 

dance, music and traditional culture.                  Big foot, Goa 

 Cabo De Rama Fort, the southernmost Goan fort is situated about 25 

kms south of Margao. This ancient fortress, now in ruins, was built before the 

arrival of the Portuguese. A view from the boat offers a nostalgic experience. 

Cabo Raj Niwas built in 1540 AD opposite Fort Aguada on the south headland of 

the river Mandovi, this fortress housed the elegant Franciscan monastery which 

later (1954 AD) became the official residence of the Government of Goa. After 

Goa’s liberation in 1961, it became the residence of succeeding Governors of 

Goa. It commands a breathtaking view of the Arabian Sea and Mandovi River 

and has a magnificent church at the edge of the cliff. Adil Shah of Bijapur built 

Chapora Fort fort on the southern headland of the Chapora River. It was known 

as Shapur and is now in ruins. It has a commanding view of Vagator beach. 

Mormugao Fort fort near the internationally famous Mormugao Habour was built 

to protect the harbour situated near Vasco da Gama town. Its work started in 

1624. It once covered an area of six miles in circumference, contained a towering 

bulwark, three magazines, five prisons, a chapel and quarters for the guard 

However, except for the chapel and a portion of the boundary wall, little is left of 

this fort. Tiracol Fort fort was built by Hindu rulers and later taken over by the 

Portuguese. The fort also has a church inside with a beautiful façade, but is 

generally closed, and only opened for occasional feasts. Its imposing height 

offers a breathtaking view. The rooms of the fort have been converted into a 

heritage hotel. 

1.4.3 Diu   
 Diu is a beautiful blend of Sun, sand and sea, is a God’s gift to those in 

quest of a blessed turf where the wary weight of the unintelligible world can, for a 

while, be lightened and the waking soul can hear the music of the spheres. Diu is 
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an island retreat gently rocked by the wind and the wave from the Arabian Sea. It 

offers you undisturbed peace and an unusual holiday. Diu a former Portuguese 

enclave, and now a Union Territory, is steeped in history. It was a seaport and 

naval base of considerable strategic importance from the 14th to 16th Centuries. 

It was also a vital trade link with the rest of India for traders overseas. Diu was 

under the sway of Chanda and Vaghela dynasties till the 14th Century. The 

Muslim rulers ruled over the island town till 1380 AD. Then came the mighty 

wave of invasion of the foreign rule that lasted well nigh upto 450 years. Some of 

the historical sites of Diu are: 

 Diu Fort : Among the places of tourist interest, the Fort of Diu occupies a 

prominent position. It is an expansive and imposing structure, situated on the 

coast of the island. The fort commands a magnificent view of sea. It was 

constructed between 1535 and 1541 AD. The fort is skirted by the Sea on the 

three sides. On the fort stands a giant Light House. Several canons still stare 

menacingly from top. The main front wall is having five huge windows with stone 

galleries. The Fort has been creatively lit, which creates a breath taking views at 

night. 

 Fortim-do-Mar: The Fortress of Panikotha is a magnificent stone 

structure in the sea, built right at the mouth of the creek. Approximately one 

nautical mile from the Diu jetty, it also has a light house and a small chaple 

dedicated to Our Lady of the Sea. Located in the middle of the sea, the fortress 

creates a beautiful view whether seen from the jetty, from the Fort, from the 

Village of Ghoghla or from Diu proper. Special light effects at night give it a 

mesmerizing beauty. To reach Panikotha, tourists boats are available. Legend 

has it that this ship shape structure was one connected with land by an undersea 

tunnel.  

1.5 Check Your Progress 
 

1) Which place is known as Gibraltar of east? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

        

2) Name any five popular monuments in Maharashtra?         

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 

3) Name any five popular monuments in Diu? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  28 
 

        

4) Name any five popular monuments in Goa? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

        

5) Name the two UNESCO Heritage sites near Aurangabad? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

        

6) Victoria Terminus is presently known by what name & who built it? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

        

7) Aga Khan Palace is present where & what is its significance?     

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

        

8) Name famous two churches present in Goa? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………….…… 

        

1.6 Summary 
 In this unit, students you have learned about architecture & heritage of 

Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. The grand Architecture of Maharashtra portrays the 

magnificent history of its own that witnessed in different dynasties in different 

periods in India. Each and every monument represents a different architectural 

style such as Mughal, Marathi and European. 

 The heritage of Goa has a distinct Portuguese character. They are the 

products of the melding of European and Indian cultures over many generations. 

Monuments of Diu retain the distinct colonial Portuguese architectural style. Also, 

referred as the `Gibraltar of the east`, Diu is located just off the southern tip of the 

Kathiawar peninsula. The monuments of Diu are a fascinating account of the 

colonial past. 

 Students now you must have understood about the heritage of Goa, Diu 

& Maharashtra. And in the next chapters you will further explore the pilgrimages, 

rich culture & natural places of these states which attract the tourists. 
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1.7 Clues to Answer 
Check Your Progress 

1. Refer Sec 1.2 

2. Refer Sec 1.3 

3. Refer Sec 1.3 

4. Refer Sec 1.3 

5. Refer Sec 1.3 

6. Refer Sec 1.3 

7. Refer Sec 1.4 

8. Refer Sec 1.4 
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UNIT2: SHRINES & SHRINE RESORTS 

STRUCTURE 
2.1 Introduction  
2.2 Objectives 
2.3 Shrines 
 2.3.1 Maharastra 
 2.3.2 Goa 
 2.3.3 Diu 
2.4 Shrine Resorts 
 2.4.1 Maharastra 
 2.4.2 Goa 
 2.4.3 Diu 
2.5 Check Your Progress 
2.6 Summary 
2.7 Clues to Answer 

2.1    Introduction 

 Unit 2 gives detailed information about popular shrines and shrine resorts 

in India with special reference to Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. These states have got 

a large number of religious monuments associated with different faiths. 

 According to farlex free dictionary shrine means - A place of religious 

devotion or commemoration, such as a place where devotion is paid to a deity or 

deities; the tomb of a saint or other venerated person; location where an 

important event in the life of a holy person is thought to have occurred; A 

container or receptacle for sacred relics; a reliquary or a site hallowed by 

association with a revered person or object or with an important event. 

 So, in simple words Shrine means a holy or sacred place, which is 

dedicated to a specific deity, ancestor, hero, martyr, saint, daemon or similar 

figure of awe and respect, at which they are venerated or worshipped. Shrines 

often contain idols, relics, or other such objects associated with the figure being 

venerated. On the other hand Shrine Resorts are mega religious places of 

devotion or commemoration of deities and visited by thousands of devotees & 

offering lodging & facilities to the travellers or devotees e.g.- Shirdi temple, 

Basilica of Bom Jesus. So, students now get ready to explore another facet of 

Maharashtra, Goa & Diu in terms of the religious places present in these states. 

2.2 Objectives 

 After going through the Unit 2 on Shrines & Shrine Resorts with a special 

reference to Maharashtra, Goa & Diu, you would be able to:  

 Understand the popular shrines present in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Know about the Shrine resorts in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Understand the role of religion in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 
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 Understand the significance of shrine & shrine resorts in Maharashtra, 

Goa & Diu. 

 

2.3 Shrines 

 A large number of popular shrines are present in Maharashtra, Goa & 

Diu. And these shrines represent not only the rich charisma of the Indian culture 

but also attract pilgrims across the world. 

2.3.1 Maharashtra 
 The State of Maharashtra has to its credit hoary pilgrimage centers as 

well as landmarks in the evolution of Indian Temple architecture. Two of the 

grand ancient rock cut temples of India dedicated to Shiva - The Elephanta Cave 

Temple and the Kailasanatha Temple at Ellora are in Maharashtra. Also in this 

state are three of the twelve Jyotirlinga shrines, two of the Shakti Peethas, the 

eight Ashta Vinayak shrines and the revered Vitthala shrine at Pandharpur - 

glorified by the saints of Maharashtra. Students apart from temples, Maharashtra 

also boasts of monuments & shrines of other religious faiths. Maharashtra is 

considered the Madhyarashtra or the cultural corridor between the north and 

south of India. This physical location has colored the secular outlook of people in 

the state, thereby leading to the development of shrines of all religions here. 

People of different religions and races have left their mark on the religious 

monuments in Maharashtra. These pilgrim centers continue to offer solace to 

future generations to find peace within themselves and in coexisting with others. 

Now, we will study the different famous shrines individually. 

Ganesha Temples 

 Ganesha, the son of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati, is a popular 

household deity in Maharashtra. He is known as Mangal Murti, the auspicious 

deity. Before taking any major venture, prayers are offered to him. Students a 

large number of Ganesh temples 

are present in every village and 

town, but there are eight sacred 

centers of Ganesh worship called 

the Ashtavinayaks. These are 

Mayureshvar at Morgaon; 

Siddhivinayak at Siddhatek; 

Ballavinayak at Pali; Varadvinayak 

at Mahad; Vighneshwar near 

Junnar; Girijatmaka at Lenyadri; 

and Rajangaon on the Pune-

Ahmednagar Road.     Girijatmaka at Lenyadri 
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Ajanta cave 

 Ajanta is world's renowned historical monument recognised by UNESCO 

located just 55kms from Jalgaon city and 105kms from Aurangabad City of 

Maharashtra, India. There are 30 caves in Ajanta of which 9, 10, 19, 26 and 29 

are chaitya-grihas and the rest are monasteries. These caves were discovered in 

AD 1819 and were built up in the earlier 2nd century BC-AD. Most of the 

paintings in Ajanta are right from 2nd century 

BC-AD and some of them about the fifth 

century AD and continued for the next two 

centuries. All paintings shows heavy religious 

influence and centre around Buddha, 

Bodhisattvas, incidents from the life of 

Buddha and the Jatakas. The paintings are 

executed on a ground of mud-plaster in the 

tempera technique.                                                     Ajanta Caves (Above) 

Ellora cave 

 Students apart from Ajanta, Ellora caves are also famous & located not 

away from Aurangabad. These caves have 34 monasteries and temples, 

extending over more than 2 km. Ellora, with its uninterrupted sequence of 

monuments dating from A.D. 600 to 1000, bring the civilization of ancient India to 

life. Ellora complex a inimitable 

artistic creation and houses 

sanctuaries devoted to 

Buddhism, Hinduism and 

Jainism, it illustrates the spirit of 

tolerance that was characteristic 

of ancient India. The caves, with 

their uninterrupted sequence of 

from 600 to 1,000 monuments, 

bring to life again the civilization 

of ancient India.                                            Ellora Caves (above) 

Elephanta cave 

 The Elephanta Caves in Taluka Uran, district Raigad is located on island 

hills about 11 km north-east of the Apollo Bandar, Mumbai and 7 km from the 

shore of the mainland, approximately covering an area of 7 km in circumference. 

The island is named after a colossal elephant found in the island, which is 

popularly known as ‘Gharapuri’. At present, the statue of elephant is housed at 

Jijamata Garden in Mumbai. In ancient period, the place is variously identified as 

Puri which is mentioned in the Aihole inscription of Pulakesin II.  

 It seems, different dynasties held their sway over this island, namely, the 

Konkan-Mauryas, Trikutakas, Chalukyas of Badami, Silaharas, Rashtrakutas, 
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Kalyani Chalukyas, Yadavas of Deogiri, Muslim rulers of Ahmedabad and then 

by the Portuguese. The Marathas also had this island under their control and 

from them it passed into the control of the British. 

 There are seven cave excavations in the Elephanta group and these are 

datable from circa 6th – 7th centuries A.D. 

Among the cave excavations, the Cave 1 is 

the most impressive which represents the 

evolved Brahmanical rock-cut architecture. 

The cave is also famous for the exquisite 

and vibrant sculptures. On plan it almost 

resembles the Dumar Lena (Cave 29) of 

Ellora.                      Elephanta Caves (Above) 

Walkeswar Temple 

 Walkeswar Temple is located on the Malabar Hill in Mumbai & also 

referred as the Lord of Sand. The 

structure was built more than 1000 

years ago and then rebuilt again in 

1715. Legend has it that Lord Rama 

rested at this spot when he was on his 

way to far away Lanka to rescue Sita. 

Lord Rama erected a lingam of sand at 

the site, which came in time to be called 

Walkeswar.            Walkeswar Temple, Mumbai (Above) 

Mahalaxmi Temple 

 Downhill from Malabar Hill, parallel to 

the seashore, is the oldest temple in Mumbai-

the temple of Mahalaxmi, the Goddess of 

wealth. The idols of the Goddess and her two 

sisters are said to have been found in the sea. 

 

                    Mahalaxmi Temple, near Mumbai  

Jyotirlingas 

 Students as you know that Jyotirlingas are the natural abodes of Lord 

Shiva. But do you know that how many jyotirlingas are present in Maharashtra? 

There are five of the twelve jyotirlingas of which Bhimashankar, near the river 

Bhima and Tryambakeshvar, on the banks of the Godavari are most important. 

During Mahashivaratri, Bhimashankar attracts thousands of pilgrims. A dip in the 

holy waters is believed to wash away sins. Tryambakeshvar is also the source of 

the river Godavari. It is 18 miles from Nasik and teems with pilgrims during 

festivals like Dussehra and Diwali. The other jyotirlingas are at Girishneshwar 

near Ellora, Aundh Nagnath in Parbani, and Parli Vaijnath in Beed. 
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Shri Siddhi Vinayak at Saddhatek 

 The Siddhivinayak Temple of Siddhatek is a Hindu temple dedicated to 

Ganesha, the elephant-headed god of wisdom. The 

temple is one of the Ashtavinayaka, the eight 

revered shrines of Ganesha in the Indian state of 

Maharashtra. The temple is located on the northern 

bank of the river Bhima in Siddhatek in the Karjat 

taluka of Ahmednagar and the only Ashtavinayaka 

shrine in Ahmednagar district. 

                        Shri Siddhi Vinayak at Saddhatek 

Alandi 

 Alandi is a small pilgrim town at a short distance from Pune. Here the 

tomb of Saint Dnyaneshwar is located. A large fair is held here in 

November/December. Saint Dnyaneshwar had 

performed many miracles and the people of 

Alandi and Apegaon are witnesses to these. The 

Dnyaneshwari written by him in about AD 1290 is 

a commentary on the Gita, which is respected as 

one of India's finest mystical compositions. He 

also wrote a number of lyrical poems or 

abhangas that give expression to his mystic 

experiences.                               Alandi near Pune 

2.3.2 GOA  
 Goa is a popular place for tourists. Apart from the beaches, this state has 

got a very rich culture. The multi-religious fabric of Goa’s society shines brightly, 

imbibed with the spirit of “Sarva Dharma, Sarva Bhava” or Equal Respect for all 

Religions. Goa abounds with famous churches and temples and a harmonious 

co-existence prevails between people of various faiths. Irrespective of whether 

they are Catholic, Hindu or Muslim, many Goans prostrate in symbiotic reverence 

before deities of other faiths than the one they profess. Religion dwells in the 

hearts of Goans wherever in the world they may be. 

Se Cathedral, Goa 

 The most imposing of all the 

churches at Old Goa, its vaulted interior 

overwhelms visitors with its sheer grandeur. 

This Cathedral has five bells, among them 

the famous Golden bell, the biggest in Goa 

and one of the best in the world. The church 

is dedicated to St.Catherine of Alexandria.  

            Jesus Se Cathedral in Goa 
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Church of St Francis of Assisi 

 The entrance and the choir were 

built in the Manueline style, the only 

fragment of its kind in the East. First built in 

1517, it was later rebuilt twice, in 1521 and 

in 1661. The interior is illustrated with 

exquisite paintings and the floor has a large 

number of tombstones with coats-of-arms. 

The adjacent convent now houses the 

Archaeological Museum.         Church of St Francis of Assisi 

Shree Manguesh  

 22 kms from Panaji (26 kms from 

Margao) at Priol Ponda Taluka this famous 

temple dedicated to Lord Shiva is located on 

a hillock surrounded by lush green hills. 

Though small, it has an air of distinctive 

elegance.Its lofty white tower at the 

entrance is a countryside landmark.  

                  Shree Manguesh Temple, Goa 

Shree Bhagavati  

 28 kms from Panaji in Pernem 

Taluka, the temple is said to be more than 

500 years old. Made of black stone, two life 

size images of elephants in a standing 

position at the entrance welcomes visitors.. 

Dussehra is celebrated with gaiety when 

over 25 thousand devotees assemble at 

the temple.                                                         Shree Bhagavati near Panaji 

2.3.3Diu 
 A beautiful blend of sea, sand and sun, Diu is a God's gift to those in 

quest of a blessed land where the weary weight of this unintelligible world can, 

for a while, be lightened and the waking soul can hear the music of the nature. 

This tiny island of breeze, beauty and serenity situated off the southern tip of the 

Saurashtra (Kathiawad) peninsula of Gujarat, lapped by the Arabian Sea, is a 

picture of calmness with superb beaches and a fascinating history. 

 Diu was ruled by many well-known kings and dynasties during the 

prehistoric, ancient and medieval times. It was a Portuguese colony until 1961. It 

is now a Union Territory, separated from Goa in 1987.It was an important trading 

post and naval base from where the rulers controlled the shipping routes in the 

northern part of the Arabian Sea between the 14-16th centuries. 
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The popular Shrines of Diu are as follows: 

St. Thomas Church  

 The old St. Thomas Church has been converted into a museum which 

houses antique statues, various stone inscriptions of the earlier rulers, wooden 

carvings and idols, in evening, 

multicolored fountains and special 

lighting of the imposing building 

fascinate everyone. 

 A huge edifice in gothic 

architecture was built in 1598. A part 

of it has been converted into a 

museum - an archaeological treasure 

house.               St. Thomas Church, Diu (Above) 

Church of St Francis of Assisi 

It was the friary of the Franciscans. It was built in 

1593. The Church is still in use and the cloister 

has been converted into a hospital. 

 

 

                   Church of St Francis of Assisi, Diu  

2.4 Shrine Resorts 

 Maharashtra, Goa & Diu have got a number of Shrine resorts which not 

only fulfils the religious sanctity, but also provide lodging & other facilities to 

tourists. These destinations have under gone phenomenal developments due to 

the religious aspects involved with them. But, also government have provided 

enormous infrastructure to these places to make the visit of the devotees more 

enjoyable & easy. Not only these places influence large number of people, but 

have developed enormously not only in terms of government infrastructure but 

also in terms of private infrastructure. These shrine resorts of various religions 

continuously attract a large number of tourists, devotees & travellers due to the 

spirituality & religious aspects attached to these places. 

2.4.1 Maharashtra  

Shirdi temple  

 122 kms from Nashik is the abode of one of Maharashtra's most revered 

saint -- Sai Baba of Shirdi. Popularly known as the 'Child of God', Sai Baba 

preached tolerance towards all religions and the message of universal 

brotherhood. 
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 Every activity at Shirdi revolves around the vast temple complex 

dedicated to Sai Baba. Devotees start queuing up in the early hours of dawn to 

catch a glimpse and seek the blessings of the life-size statue of Sai Baba. 

Thursday is marked by special pujas and darshan of the Sai Baba statue. There 

are other places of interest that devotees 

can visit as well including Dwarkamani 

Mosque where the Baba meditated and 

slept on alternate nights. Near the 

mosque, in a corridor is the dhuni or 

eternal flame that burns day and night. 

Other places of importance are the 

Gurusthan, the Kandoba Temple, Shani 

Mandir, Narsimha Mandir, Changdev 

Maharaj Samadhi and the Sakori Ashram.         Sai Baba Temple at Shirdi 

 Sai Baba was Unique, in that, he lived his message through the Essence 

of his Being. His life and relationship with the common man was his teaching. 

The lmmense Energy that was manifest in the body of Sai was moving and is still 

moving in a mysterious way, creating and recreating itself everywhere, beyond 

the comprehension of time and space.Yet, he lived with the common folk as a 

penniless fakir, wearing a torn kafni, sleeping over a mat while resting his head 

on a brick, begging for his food. He radiated a mysterious smile and a deep 

inward look, of a peace that passeth all understanding. He was always and ever 

aware of what transpired within the hearts and minds of everyone, whether they 

be, His devotees or not.  

 This Omnipresent and Omniscient Sri Sai Baba who left his mortal body 

in 1918, is the living spiritual force that is drawing people from all walks of life, 

from all parts of the world, into his fold, today.Sri Sai Baba lived, acted and 

behaved as only a "God descended on Earth" can. He came to serve mankind, to 

free them from the clutches of fear. 

Nasik  

 Proximity to many holy temples and sites including the famous pilgrimage 

centre of Shirdi and a long tryst with India's sacred past, has made Nashik a 

confluence for the spiritually enlightened. Mythology has it that Rama, the king of 

Ayodhya, made Nashik his temporary abode during the 14 years of his exile. The 

poets Rishi Valmiki, Mahakavi Kalidas and Bhavabhooti have paid rich tributes to 

Nashik in many of their works. In addition, Nashik has always been the epicentre 

of commerce and trade. Ptolemy, the famous philosopher made a mention of 

Nashik in 150 BC, leading researchers to believe that it was probably the 

country's largest market  place. 

 Today, Nashik is a bustling township with a blend of the ancient and the 

modern. Scattered across the city are numerous forts and majestic temples. But 

it is also the home to many industries. The Security Printing Press of the 

government, which prints the nation's currency, is located here. 
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Bhimashankar 

 Bhimashankar Temple is a Jyotirlinga shrine located 50 km northwest of 

Khed, near Pune, in India. It is located 127 km from Shivaji Nagar (Pune) in the 

Ghat region of the Sahyadri hills. Bhimashankar is also the source of the river 

Bhima, which flows southeast and merges with the Krishna river near Raichur. 

The other Jyotirlinga shrines in Maharashtra are Trimbakeshwara near Nashik 

and Grishneshwar near Ellora around Aurangabad. 

 The Bhimashankara temple is a composite of old and the new structures 

in the Nagara style of architecture. It shows the excellency of the skills achieved 

by ancient Vishwakarma sculptors. It is a modest yet graceful temple and it dates 

back to 13th century and the sabhamandap developed in 18th century by Nana 

Phadnavis. The shikhara was built by Nana Phadnavis. The great Maratha ruler 

Shivaji is said to have made endowments to this temple to facilitate worship 

services. As with other Shiva temples in this area, the sanctum is at a lower level. 

Although the structure here is fairly new, the shrine Bhimashankaram (and the 

Bhimarathi river) have been referred to in literature dating back to the 13th 

century CE. Saint Jñāneshwar is said to have visited Tryambakeshwar and 

Bhimashankar. A unique bell (Roman style) can be seen in front of the temple 

which was presented by Chimaji Appa (Brother of Bajirao Peshwa I and uncle of 

Nanasaheb Peshwa). Chimaji Appa collected two large bells after he won in war 

against the Portuguese from Vasai Fort. He offered one here at Bhimashankar 

and the other at Menovali near Wai in front of a Shiva Temple on the banks of 

the Krishna river. 

Tryambakeshvar (Trimbakeshwar Temple) 

 Trimbakeshwar or Trambakeshwar is an ancient Hindu temple in the town 

of Trimbak, in the Nashik District of Maharashtra state in India. It is 28 km away 

from main city of Nasik. Trimbakeshwar temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and 

one of the twelve Jyotirlingas in India. The amazing feature of the Jyotirlinga 

located at Trimbakeshwar is having three faces symbolizing Lord Brahma, Lord 

Vishnu and Lord Rudra (Shiva). Due to too much use of water, the jyotirlinga has 

started to erode. It is said that this erosion 

symbolizes the eroding nature of human society. The 

Trimbakeshwar jyotirlinga is covered by a jeweled 

crown which is placed over the Gold Mask of Tridev 

stated above. i.e. Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and 

Lord Mahesh. The crown is said to be from the age 

of Pandavs and consists of diamonds, emeralds, and 

many precious stones. The crown is flaunted every 

Monday from 4 to5 pm to the people.      Trimbakeshwar Temple (Above) 

 All other Jyotirlingas have Shiva as the main divinity. Trimbakeshwar 

temple is appealing with ancient Hindu temple’s architectural styles. It is entirely 

constructed on black stones. The temple is located at the foothills of Brahmagiri 
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mountain ranges on the backdrop of undulated landscapes and lush green 

vegetation. Three sources of the Godavari originate from the Brahmagiri 

Mountain. Trimbakeshwar temple is located at the source of the Godavari River, 

the longest river in peninsular India. The Godavari River, which is considered 

sacred within Hinduism, originates from Bramhagiri Mountains and meets the sea 

near Rajahmudry. Kusavarta, a kund is considered the symbolic origin of the 

river Godavari, and revered by Hindus as a sacred bathing place at 

Trambakeshwar temple. 

Hazur Sahib Nanded (Sachkhand Shri Hazur Sahib) 

 Hazūr Sāhib, also spelled Hazoor Sahib, more called as Takht Sri Hazur 

Sahib and also known as Abchal Nagar, is one of the five takhts ("thrones", seats 

of temporal authority) in Sikhism. It is located 

on the banks of the River Godavari at the city 

of Nanded in the state of Maharashtra, 

Western India. It is where the 10th guru, Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji completed his last breath. 

The gurudwara within the complex is known 

Sach-Khand "Realm of Truth".                  Sachkhand Shri Hazur Sahib (above) 

 The structure is built at the place of death of Guru Gobind Singh. The 

inner room of the gurdwara is called the Angitha Sahib and is built over the place 

where Guru Gobind Singh was cremated in 1708. The construction of the 

gurdwara was done from 1832 to 1837 by order of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780–

1839). 

Shri Mayureshwar Mandir, Morgaon   

 The deity ‘Moreshwara’ inside the sanctum is very attractive. It is in sitting 

posture, facing east with the trunk turning left & semeared with vermillion mixed 

in oil. In its eyes & navel, diamonds are embedded. On its head is the hood of 

Nagaraja. On left & right are brass idols of Siddhi & Buddhi. In front of the idol 

are the Mooshaka (Rat) & Mayura (Peacock). On doing Abhishek on 

‘Moreshwar’all desires are fulfilled. The original idol of Moreshwar was small in 

size. As many layers of vermillion are applied on it, 

it looks bigger. Sometimes after 100 & 125 years 

this armour of vermillion casts off & original 

beautiful idol inside this armour is seen again. It has 

been heard that Mayureshwar’s armour had been 

cast off in 1788 & 1822 A.D. The original small idol 

wasa made up of atoms of sand,iron & diamonds & 

it is behind the present statue. It was consecrated 

by God Brahma reconsecrated it twice. After few 

years pandavas came there for Pilgrimage. They 

enclosed the idol in tin sheet, so that nobody can 

try to destroy it.           Shri Mayureshwar Mandir, Morgaon (80 km from Pune) 
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Pandharpur 

 Pandharpur is an important pilgrimage city on the banks of Bhimā river in 

Solapur district, Maharashtra, India. It is located on the banks of the Bhimā river, 

which is alternatively known as Chandrabhāgā because of its half-moon-like 

shape. The city is named after a merchant, Pandarika, who achieved self-

realization there. 

 Pandharpur, also known as Pandhari, hosts the renowned Vitthal temple 

on the banks of Bhimā. "Vithoba", "Pāndurang", and "Pandharināth" are the 

popular alternate names of the deity, Viththal, who is regarded in Hinduism as a 

form of Lord Krishna, who, in turn, is considered as an incarnation of Lord 

Vishnu. Rakhumāi or Rukmini is Viththal's consort in the temple. 

 The worship of Vitthal in the Pandharpur temple is based mainly on the 

contents of the Puranas, and the contributions of the Vaishnav saints of 

Maharashtra and Karnataka during the 13th through the 17th centuries, namely, 

Dnyaneshwar, Namdev, Gora Kumbhar, Chokhamela, Eknath, Tukaram, 

Purandara Dasa, Vijaya Dasa, Gopala Dasa, and Jagannatha Dasa, have 

augmented the worship. 

 The Pandharpur temple covers a large area, and has six gates. The 

eastern gate is known as the "Namdev Gate". 

 Pandharpur hosts four annual pilgrimages of 

Hindu devotees. Among them, the pilgrimage in the 

month of Ashadh (June–July) in the Hindu calendar 

attracts the largest number of pilgrims—around 0.5 to 

0.7 million people. The pilgrimages in the months of 

Kartik (October–November), Magh (January–

February) and Shravan (July–August) attract the 

second, third and fourth largest numbers of pilgrims 

respectively.                                                          Pandharpur (Vithoba temple) 

 This has been a great place to visit for devotees all over India. There are 

some other important holy places around Pandharpur. The deities include 

Goddess Tulja Bhavani (Goddess of family - KulDevata of Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj) at Tuljapur, Saint Shri Swami Samarth (God Form of Dattatreya) at Shri 

Kshetra Akkalkot, Lord Dattatreya at Ganagapur etc. All these places are located 

in or near Solapur District. Famous Devi Temples in Pandharpur include 

Padmavati, Emayi –Tukai, Ambabai, and Lakhubai. 

Haji Ali 

 Haji Ali Dargah is one of the most popular religious places in Mumbai, 

visited by people of all religions alike. Haji Ali Dargah is one of India’s most 

famous and prestigious landmarks situated about 500 yards from the Mumbai 

shoreline in the middle of the Arabian Sea off Lala Lajpatrai Marg. The structure 

was erected on a set of high rising rocks and was given its present day shape in 

the early 19th century after the Trust was legally formed as an entity in 1916. 
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 Haji Ali Dargah is the complex housing the tomb of the Muslim Saint Pir 

Haji Ali Shah Bukhari (R.A.). Along with the tomb, there is also a Masjid at Haji 

Ali. This monument has been sentinel to the shores of Mumbai since a long time. 

 The structure has white domes and minarets reminiscent with the Mughal 

architecture of the period. The Dargah is a renowned pilgrimage site among the 

Muslims. Non-Muslims are also allowed to visit the Dargah. The white-coloured 

structure attracts visitors in large numbers. 

About 10 - 15 thousand people visit the 

Dargah daily. The number of visitors 

increases to 20 - 30 thousand, on 

Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays. Lakhs 

of devotees visit the Dargah on the 

second day of Ramadhan Eid and Bakri 

Eid (Eid-ul-Uzha), and during which the 

pathway leading to the Dargah Complex 

looks like a Sea of Humanity.                                    Haji Ali Dargah (above) 

 People from all parts of the world without restrictions of caste, creed and 

religion visit the Dargah to offer their prayers and for the fulfillment of their wishes 

by the blessings of the Saint Pir Haji Ali Shah Bukhari (R.A.). Some pray for 

wealth, others for health, children, marriages, etc. have their wishes being 

granted at all the times. 

Jejuri 

 Another well-known pilgrim center is Jejuri, 38 km from Pune. Here the 

shrine is Khandoba (Lord Shiva), who is 

the family deity of the shepherd 

community. During the Chaitra, Pusha and 

Magha months of the Hindu calendar, 

thousands of pilgrims flock this place. 

Devotees ascend the steep flight of steps 

to the hilltop, along a path illuminated with 

bright deepmalas. The objective is to fulfill 

their vows.                                            Jejuri Khandoba (Lord Shiva) near Pune 

Khuldabad 

 Rauza in Maharashtra, now known as Khuldabad, contains a number of 

religious monuments which are of major importance to the Deccan Muslims. 

Located 14 miles North West of Aurangabad, Maharashtra it was originally 

known as Rauza meaning the garden of paradise. Khuldabad is often referred to 

as the Valley of Saints or the Abode of eternity because in the fourteenth century 

many Sufi saints of the Chisti order used to reside here. 

 The town is picturesque, enclosed by a high fortified wall built by 

Aurangzeb, with seven gates: the Nagarkhana, Pangra, Langda, Mangal-peth, 

Kunbi Ali, Hamdadi and a wicket called Azam Shahi. 
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 The dargah of Shaikh Burhan ud-din Gharib Chisti along with the tomb of 

the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb and his trusted 

general Qamar-ud-din Khan, Asaf Jah I are 

located in this town. A number of other 

Dargahs, mosques and tombs are to be found 

at Khuldabad.  Khuldabad is primarily a shrine 

revered by the followers of Islam, due to the 

many dargahs and mausoleums found here.                      

    Dargah  of Shaikh Burhan ud-din Gharib Chisti 

2.4.2 Goa  

Basilica of Bom Jesus 

 The Bom Jesus Basilica, perhaps Goa's most famous church and among 

the most revered by Christians worldwide, is partially in ruins but still a model of 

simplicity and elegance, and a fine example of Jesuit architecture. This is the 

only church in Old Goa, which is not plastered on the outside, the lime plaster 

having been stripped off by a zealous Portuguese conservationist in 1950. 

Located at Old Goa, 10 kilometres east of Panaji, the Bom Jesus Basilica is a 

World Heritage Monument. The foundation stone of this remarkably large church 

was laid on 24 November 1594 and the church was consecrated by Fr. Alexia de 

Menezes, the Archbishop of Goa and Primate of India consecrated it when it was 

completed on 15 May 1605. In 1946 it was raised to the status of a minor 

Basilica. The Order of Jesuits was suppressed in 1759 and its property 

confiscated by the Portuguese State. The church 

was, however allowed to continue services. This 

magnificent edifice stands as a superb example 

of Baroque architecture in Goa. The church is 

called "Bom Jesus" meaning 'good Jesus' or 

'infant Jesus' to whom it is dedicated. The façade 

has on it, at the top, the letters, "HIS" which are 

the first three letters of Jesus in Greek.      Basilica of Bom Jesus, Goa (above) 

 The imposing facade built out of black granite in an exquisite combination 

of the Doric, Corinthian and composite styles, is remarkable for its simplicity. It 

measures 183 ft in length,55 ft in breath, and 61 ft in height. The main altar is 54 

ft high and 30 ft broad. The pillars and detail are carved from basalt which was 

brought from Bassein, some 300 kms away. The interior of the church is built in 

Mosaico-Corinthian style and is remarkable for its charming simplicity. The roof 

was originally tiled. The church is cruciform on plan. The flying buttresses on the 

northern side of the church are recent additions. A single-storeyed structure 

adjoining the church on its southern wing connects it with the Professed House. 

The three-storeyed facade of the Church shows Ionic, Doric and Corinthian 

Orders, and has a main entrance flanked by two smaller ones, each having 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  43 
 

Corinthian columns supporting a pediment. There are two chapels, a main altar 

and a sacristy besides a choir inside the Church itself. There is a belfry is at the 

back. As one enters, beneath the choir, to the right is an altar of St. Anthony and 

to the left is an exceedingly well-carved wooden statue of St. Francis Xavier. In 

the middle of the nave on the northern wall is the cenotaph of the benefactor of 

this church, Dom Jeronimo Mascarenhas, the Captain of Cochin, who died in 

1593, bequeathing the resources out of which this church was built. The two 

columns supporting the choir bear slabs inscribed in Portuguese and Latin the 

dates of beginning of construction and the consecration. 

 Opposite the cenotaph, projecting on the southern wall is a profusely 

carved wooden pulpit with a canopy on top. The pulpit has on its three sides the 

figures of Jesus, the four evangelists and four doctors of the church. The bottom 

of the pulpit depicts seven figures as though supporting it. 

 A projecting gallery, which was intended for the use of dignitaries on 

solemn occasions, runs along the two longer sides of the Church. 

 The main altar at the end of the nave is flanked by two decorated altars in 

the transept, one dedicated to Our Lady of Hope and the other to St. Michael. 

The richly gilded main altar has the figure of infant Jesus and above it is a large 

statue of St. Ignatius Loyola, founder of the order of Jesuits, gazing with fervour 

at a medallion on which is inscribed "HIS". Above the medallion, the Holy trinity - 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are depicted. In the transept on the 

northern side is the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 On the southern side in the transept is a chapel with gilded twisted 

columns and floral decorations of wood, where the sacred relics of the body of 

St. Francis Xavier are kept. The interior of this chapel is richly adorned with 

wooden carvings and paintings, depicting the scenes from the life of the Saint. 

 A beautiful silver statue is kept in front of the casket. The silver casket, 

which serves as a reliquary containing the sacred relics of the body of St. Francis 

Xavier, is exquisitely carved, and was once studded with precious stones. The 

casket is divided on each side into seven panels, each of which has two plates 

representing in relief important incidents in the life of the saint. 

 Adjoining the Chapel of St. Francis Xavier is a corridor that leads to the 

sacristy, entered through an exquisitely carved wooden door. It is an oblong 

vaulted structure with an apse at the end. Alongside the walls are kept the 

portraits of various saints above delicately carved chest of drawers. In the altar at 

the apse in an iron chest containing a golden rose blessed by the Pope Pius XII 

and gifted to this city in 1953. At the foot of the altar is the grave of the founder of 

the vestry, Balthazar da Veiga who died in 1659. A painting giving a fair idea as 

to the state of the body of St. Xavier about a hundred years ago is displayed near 

the altar. Inside the basilica the layout is simple but grand. A simple wooden one 

has now replaced the original vaulted ceiling. To the left of the door as you enter 

the basilica is a statue of St. Francis Xavier, but the visitor's attention is drawn to 

the huge and ornate gilded reredos which stretches from floor to ceiling behind 

the altar. 
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2.4.3 Diu   

Church of St Paul 

 St. Paul's church is dedicated to our Lady of Immaculate Conception. The 

construction of the church was started in 1601 and was completed in the year 

1610. The main facade of the church is perhaps the most elaborate of all 

Portuguese churches in India. The facade has been illuminated by flood lights. 

The church adorned with curiously treated volutes and shell - like motifs and the 

magnificent wood carving is considered to be the most elaborate of all the 

Portugese churches in India. St. Paul Church, built in 1691 is consecrated to our 

Lady of Immaculate Conception. In architectural style it resembles Bom Jesus 

Church at Goa. The dominant features are, no doubt, Gothic. The wood - 

panelling of the church is rated one of the best in church craftmanship. 

 

2.5 Check Your Progress 
 

1. What do you mean by shrine & shrine resorts? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Name any five popular shrines in Maharashtra? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. What are jyotirlingas & give examples? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. The church by name of St Francis of Assisi is located at which two 

places? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. Name four shrine resorts in Maharashtra ? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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6. Kuldabad is present where & what is its significance? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. Why is basilica of Bom Jesus famous? 

   ………………………………………………………………………………………       

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2.6 Summary 
 Students in this unit you learned about the religious shrines & resorts 

present in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Surely the Shrines of Maharashtra depict the spiritual consciousness of 

the people of the land and apart from portraying its rich tradition of temple 

architecture. The two most prominent rock cut temples of the ancient era of India 

are in this state. Those are the Kailasanatha Temple at Ellora and the Elephanta 

cave temple which is dedicated to the Lord Shiva. Apart from the Hindu temples, 

there are several other Jain, Buddhist & muslim shrines in Maharashtra. This 

state of India possesses a number of renowned places of pilgrimage. There are 

eight Ashta Vinayak shrines, three of the twelve Jyotirlinga shrines in India, two 

of the Shakti Peethas and at Pandharpur the honored Vitthala shrine and 

students you also came to know about the heritage of Goa which in majority is 

Portuguese in character. They are the products of the melding of European and 

Indian cultures over many generations. 

 On other hand the monuments of Diu too retain the distinct colonial 

Portuguese architectural style. And once referred to as the `Gibraltar of the east`, 

the monuments of Diu are a fascinating account of the colonial past. 

 Now in the next coming units you will learn about the culture & natural 

fascinations of these states. 

 

2.7 Clues to Answer 

Check your progress 

1. Refer Sec 2.2 

2. Refer Sec 2.3 

3. Refer Sec 2.3 

4. Refer Sec 2.3 

5. Refer Sec 2.4 

6. Refer Sec 2.3 

7. Refer Sec 2.4 
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UNIT 3: FOLK TRADITIONS, ART, CRAFT, 
FAIRS & FESTIVALS, AND SCOPE FOR 

ETHNIC TOURISM 

STRUCTURE 
3.1 Introduction  

3.2 Objectives 

3.3 Maharashtra 

3.4 Goa 

3.5 Diu 

3.6 Check Your Progress 

3.7 Summary 

3.8 Clues to Answer 

 

3.1 Introduction 

 Unit 3 gives detailed information about Folk Traditions, Art, Craft, Fairs & 

Festivals & Scope for Ethnic Tourism in India with special reference on 

Maharashtra, Goa & Diu and clarifies various questions of students like.  

 What is culture of these states (Maharashtra, Goa & Diu)?  What are the 

fairs & festivals celebrated in these states? What are the folk traditions of 

Maharashtra, Goa Daman & Diu?  Answers to all these questions would be given 

in this unit. Maharashtra, Goa, Daman & Diu are known for some unique Tourism 

activities, due to the plain terrain & perennial water sources, coast line available 

in these states. These states are paradise for the ethnic tourists. And offer much 

more than expectation of a visitor in terms of their unique culture, art & craft , 

fishing, river rafting,  Para-sailing, as well as beach tourism.  

 Tourism is travelling for predominantly recreational or leisure purposes or 

the provision of services to support this leisure travel. The World tourism 

Organization defines tourists as people who "travel to and stay in places outside 

their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, 

business and other purposes not related to the exercise of an activity 

remunerated from within the place visited". India, like many other countries has 

had a long tradition of religious and spiritual tourism. Our ancestors travelled to 

the different corners of the sub-continent, sometimes on foot, to visit places of 

pilgrimage.  

 While the main objective of the pilgrim was to attain communion with the 

nature, the route always had an element of adventure and of the unexpected.  

The journey also brought the traveller face to face with the marvels provided by 

Mother Nature whether in the form of the southern ranges, the deep jungles or 

the deep blue of the Indian Ocean. This used to be an ideal tourist package - low 

in cost but high on experience and adventure-in effect, it gives shape to the 
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tourist’s dream. Today there are many types of tourism in vogue. Some of the 

prominent tourist products are spiritual tourism, ecological tourism, religious 

tourism, health tourism, festival tourism and cultural tourism, ethnic tourism, farm 

tourism village tourism, rain tourism, tribal tourism, rural tourism, dark tourism 

and the list goes on. In a country like India opportunities to explore tourism are 

tremendous. 

 

3.2 Objectives 

 After going through the Unit 3 on Ethnic Tourism with a special reference 

to Maharashtra, Goa and Diu, you would be able to:  

 Understand the Ethnic tourism. 

 Understand the folk Traditions of Maharashtra, Goa and Diu. 

 Understand the art & craft of Maharashtra, Goa and Diu. 

 What is the role of Ethnic tourism? 

 Art & craft of Maharashtra, Goa and Diu. 

 Fairs & Festivals of Maharashtra, Goa and Diu 

 

3.3 Maharashtra 

 Do you know how the name of Maharashtra originated? Who were 

Marathas? What is the culture of Maharashtra? The answers to all these 

questions you will get in this unit? 

 The name Maharashtra is believed to be originated from rathi, which 

means chariot driver. Maharashtra entered the recorded history in the 2nd 

century BC, with the construction of its first Buddhist caves. The name, 

Maharashtra first appeared in a 7th century in the account of a contemporary 

Chinese traveler, Huan Tsang. According to the recorded History, the first Hindu 

King ruled the state during 6th century, based in Badami. 

 Shivaji Bhosle, the founder of the Maratha Empire, did a lifelong struggle 

against the Mughals. By 1680, the year of Shivaji's death, nearly the whole of 

Deccan belonged to his empire. Shivaji was a great warrior and one of the finest 

rulers of India, so he holds the highest place in Maratha history. 

 Sambhaji succeeded Shivaji, but he is not great as his father Shivaji. 

1680 to 1707 is known as the period of instability in the history of Maharashtra. 

Balaji Vishwanath (1712-1721), Bajirao Peshwa (1721-1740), Nanasaheb 

Peshwa (1740-1761), 'Thorale' Madhaorao Peshwa (1761-1772, Narayanrao 

Peshwa (1772-1773), 'Sawai' Madhaorao Peshwa (1774-1795) and 'Second' 

Bajirao Peshwa - 1795 to 1802 were the other important rulers of Maharashtra. 

The fall of Ahmednagar fort in 1803 marked the end of Indian rule and 

supremacy of British in Deccan. In 1804, General Wellesly proclaimed the 

Deccan in a state of chaos, established military rule and the Peshwas remained 

rulers for namesake. 
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 The present state was formed in 1960 with Bombay as the capital, when 

the Marathi and Gujarati linguistic areas of former Bombay state were separated. 

Maharashtra became the main channel of cultural exchange between southern to 

northern India. 

Culture & Traditions of Maharashtra 

 The culture of Maharashtra is an amalgamation of festivals, dances, 

music, art and crafts, foods and costumes. The people of Maharashtra referred 

as Maharashtrians who are vibrant, down to earth people for whom life itself is a 

celebration. Marathi is the language of the people. All festivals in Maharashtra 

are celebrated with abundant fervor and enthusiasm. During festival seasons it 

would be a great time to absorb Maharashtrian culture, with all its colourful 

costumes, cuisines, rituals and traditions. The song, music and dance that 

accompany almost every festive occasion, add joy and excitement to the lives of 

the people from every walk of life. These festivals attract world-renowned artistes 

- musicians, dancers, painters, sculptors, weavers - who come together to pay 

tribute to Maharashtra's rich culture and legacy. 

 The land of Maharashtra holds a glorious past in terms of their history and 

culture due to its “Great Maratha Empire”, which has a charismatic influence over 

the people. Students the founder of 

empire, Shivaji Maharaj is considered 

as one of the best nation’s patriotic 

hero across the country. 

 In terms of people, the 80% of 

the population are from Hindu religion 

and rest included Muslims, Jains, 

Christians and Parsi. The region has 

also a affluent heritage of architectural 

monuments which have an important 

historic significance.         Source: mang0pe0ple.wordpress.com (Ganesh Chaturthi) 

 Readers, the state of Maharashtra is blessed with enrich and diversified 

cultural heritages such as Pandharpur, Ashtavinayak (eight temple sites of Lord 

Ganesha), Bhimashankar, Kolhapur, Tuljapur and Nashik. There are also many 

dargahs and churches in Maharashtra. Whether what the religions are, people 

celebrate each and every occasion with equal zeal and festivity. 

 The Important religious celebrations of Maharashtra are Diwali, Ganesh 

Chaturthi, Gudhi Padwa, Dasara, Nag Panchami, Gokul Ashtmi, Narali 

Pournima, Pola, Makar Sankranti, Banganga Festival, Holi , Eid, Moharrum and 

Christmas. 

 Also, there are some cultural events such as Pune Festival, Ellora 

Festival and Elephanta Caves Festival which are organized by state government 

to promote the tourism opportunities in the region with flair to increase the 

knowledge of cultural heritage in local people also.  
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Fairs 

 Students do you know the various fairs & festivals celebrated in 

Maharashtra? And the religious significance attached to these events. Then have 

a glance to them .Maharashtra is a land of rich cultural heritage and traditions. 

The diverse form of landscape and environment make the state's culture more 

colourful. Maharashtrians celebrate every fair with great fervour and enthusiasm. 

The sacred KumbMela at Nasik that comes after every twelve years is regarded 

to be the most important religious fair in Maharashtra. 

 As Maharashtrians have great belief of Lord Ganesh, Ganesh Utsav at 

Sangli and Pune are the fairs that Maharashtrians celebrate with great fun fare, 

which are attended by the maximum number of visitors even from foreign 

countries. The Maharashtra government in collaboration with the Union 

government is promoting the Pune fair as a major tourists attraction. Other 

important temple fairs include Changdeo fair at the Markandeya Temple near 

Edlabad (Holy dip in tapi & puma), Kiran Utsav at the Mahalaxmi Temple at 

Kolhapur, Rathyatra at the Kalaram Temple in Nashik, and the Shrirama 

Rathotsava fair and the Navaratra Mahalaxmi fair at the Navaratra Mahalaxmi 

temple in Jalgaon. The Khuldabad Urs is a festival for Muslims; celebrated for 

five days. Mount Mary Festival, which is held every year at Bandra, Mumbai 

attracts huge crowds of the city. The Snake festival at Battis Shirala town too 

attracts large number of tourists from India and aboard. 

 Ganesha festival, also known as 'Ganesh Utsav' is the biggest festival in 

Sangli and the nearby areas of Maharashtra.Kala Ghoda Festival is held on 

Sundays between November and January months near Jehangir Art Gallery at 

Mumbai. Mount Mary's Festival is celebrated for one week during September at 

Mount Mary Church, Bandra in the suburbs of Mumbai,  

 Navaratra Mahalaxmi Fair is celebrated for ten days from Ashvina Sud.1 

to Ashvina Sud. 10 at Navaratra Mahalaxmi Temple of Jalgaon district in 

Maharashtra. Pune festival is held between August and September during 

Ganesh Mahotsav. It is the biggest festival of Pune. 

Festivals 

 Maharashtra has been bestowed the status of being cultural capital and 

no doubt, the culture of Maharastra largely becomes robust by festivals and its 

lavish celebrations. Diwali, Holi, Dusshera, Nava Ratri are feted in excellence 

.There are few local festivals whose celebrations are being done by the localites 

with great festivities. Ganeshotsav is the main festival. It is popular not only 

among the Maharashtrans; infact the people all over the country observed it with 

reverence and high spirits. It is mostly observed from `Ganesh Chaturthi` to 

`Anant Chaturdashi`. The festival commemorates the worship of Ganesha, who 

is regarged as the deity of learning and knowledge. A large number of people 

travel in their foot, hundreds of kilometers, to Pandharpur for the annual 

pilgrimage in the month of Ashadh. 
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 Gudi Padwa is observed on the first day of the month of Chaitra, thereby 

signaling the arrival of the most cherished spring, the season of colour and joy. 

Maharashtrians feted it as the New Year day. The government of India too had 

acknowledged it as the first day of Hindu National Calendar. Gudi Padwa is 

consecrated to the worship of Lord Brahma. Many legend states that this festival 

is celebrated to mark the victory of Rama over Bali. It symbolizes a new 

beginning thus cleansing away all the negativities and wrong doings of the 

previous year. On that day, the Maharatrans cleansed their houses and applied 

cow dung on the walls. Females and children paint beautiful rangolis with loud 

colours thereby enhancing the joy and merriment of spring celebrations. It is the 

time of family gets together; Maharashtrans decked up in new attires and 

wholeheartedly engulf with the fun and frolic of the festival fiesta. 

 Holi is observed and myriads of people , leaving aside their every chores , 

indulge themselves this festival of colors . In Maharashtra, Rangapanchami takes 

place a couple of days later on a `Panchami`(fifth day of the full moon), indicating 

the end of festival fete. 

 Gokulashtami, or Janmaashtami, is also known as Dahi Handi The 

festival is observed, in éclat, in the months of August or September,. Various 

Handis are hung up in almost every of the city. The groups of young people, 

called Govinda Pathaks , personified as companions of Lord Krishna, move 

around the city in trucks throughout the day and burst the handis . 

Music and Dance 

 Readers, Music and dance are part and parcel of the culture of 

Maharashtra. The airs of folk music like Gondhal, Lavani, Bharud, Powada 

enrapture the people. Lavani encompasses both dance and music and is 

performed enthusiastically by the 

artists in accompaniment with a 

special musical drum called 

Dholak. Attractive women wearing 

nine-yard saris perform this dance. 

The women swivel on the vivacious 

tunes of traditional music. Povadas 

is a type of Marathi ballad, 

depicting various aspects of life of 

the great Maharashtrian leader, Sri 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.  

   Source: www.natfom.org (Lavani Dance of Maharashtra) 

 The culture of Maharashtra nicely breeds various enamoring dance 

forms. Dhangars or shepherds of Sholapur district of Maharashtra execute a 

special dance form called Dhangari Gaja. The dancers practise this dance form 

to appease Gods and seek their blessings. In Maharashtra, a fishermen 

community called Koli performs a dance of the same name. Both men and 

women take part imitating the movements of boat rowing, net casting etc. Apart 
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from these, few dance forms of religious folk dance genre have evolved. Dindi is 

such a dance, which is generally executed during Ekadashi day in Kartik month. , 

depicting several pranks played by Lord Krishna. Kala is another example of the 

same type. This dance form boasts a pot representing prolificacy. The main 

attractiveness of this dance is its rhythm and flap. 

Cuisine 

 Readers, cuisines of Maharashtra are not only famous but also delicious. 

For Konkani’s, rice is staple food; fish, different types of vegetables, is chiefly 

savored by the people living in the coastal region. Peanuts and cashew nuts are 

widely used in vegetables. In eastern part of Maharashtra, the diet is composed 

of wheat, Jowar and Bajra. Lentils, onions, 

tomatoes chicken and mutton are eatables 

savored by almost all the city dwellers of 

Maharashtra. Coconut is an integral component 

of Maharashtran cuisine. In fact Maharastran is 

acclaimed for experimenting with sumptuous 

dishes prepared from coconut. The most 

famous vegetables, brinjals are popular. 

Another style of preparing brinjals is called 

bharlivangi , i.e, shoving of baby brinjals with 

coconut. 
       SOURCE: recipegrabbag.blogspot.com (Bharlivangi, dish of Maharashtra) 

 However instead of using coconut oil as a cooking medium, the people 

prefer peanut oil as the main cooking medium. 

Kokum is a deep purple berry with a pleasing sweet 

and sour taste is favorite to the Maharastran 

foodies. Maharashtrian feast is incomplete without 

roasted and fried `papads`. Also masala papad is 

prepared with exquisitely sliced onions, green 

chilies. 
     Source: www.foodatarian.com (Puran Poli, Sweet stuffed Indian bread) 

 A typical Maharashtran meal usually ends with delicious desserts. 

Famous `puran poli` is a special one prepared by stuffing roti with a sweet 

mixture of jaggery and gram flour and is served at the time of the Maharashtrian 

New Year. Other popular sweets are the ukdiche modak, the panpole ras, and 

the shreekhand. 

Arts and Crafts 

 Students, Maharashtra is also known for its rich arts & crafts. The fine 

fabrics of mashru and himroo are the clear examples of their highest level of 

weaving art. The fabric which looks like golden cloth are regarded to be one of 

the finest of its kind. The high level weaving know-how is also evident with the 

Paithani and narayan peth sarees.  
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 Bidriware: Bidriware is another well-appreciated craft of this state. It 

takes lots of skills and time in preparation. The district of Kolhapur gives two 

most famous things - jewellery and Kolhapuri chappals. Kolhapuri chappals are 

known for its quality, comfortability and low price. Then come the paintings of 

warli tribes of Mumbai. It is even compared to the famous paintings of 

Madhubani, Bihar. The expertise of the artisans of Maharashtra can be seen in 

the fine art and craft finishes. The fine fabrics of mashru and himroo are the clear 

examples of their highest level of weaving art. The fabric which looks like golden 

cloth are regarded to be one of the finest of its kind. 

 Kolhapuri Chappals: Hand-made leather chappals and sandals of 

Kolhapur district of Maharashtra are world famous. These are popularly known 

as the Kolhapuri chappals, and known for its simple styles, quality of leather and 

design. 

 Kolhapur Jewellery:  Most of the Maharashtrian jewelleries are derived 

from the legacies of Maratha and Peshwa dynasties. Kolhapur is famous for its 

special type of necklace called Kolhapur saaj. This jewellery is very much special 

for Maharashtrian women. 

 Mashroo & Himroo: 

Himroo, also known as kum khuab 

is a distinctive, luxurious fabric, 

once used as dress material by the 

nobles of the olden days. The 

district of Aurangabad is popular 

because of these fine fabrics. 

These fabrics are made of cotton 

and silk using a special loom. 
                   Source: shopo.in (Mashru Fabric, Maharashtra) 

 Narayan Peth: Narayan Peth saree is very much popular in and around 

Sholapur district of Maharashtra. It is the favourite for the women of this district. It 

is a traditionally Maharashtrian 

saree that weaves mainly in this 

district only. 

 Paithani Sarees: Paithani 

saree took its name from a place 

called Paithan, where it started 

producing 2000 years ago. This 

saree is made of silk with an 

ornamented zari pallav and 

border.                    
Source: vidhatepaithani.wordpress.com (Paithani Sarees, Maharashtra) 

 Warli Painting: Warli paintings are the tribal wall paintings of the Warli 

tribes of Maharashtra. Warlis are the largest tribes of Maharashtra live in 

northern outskirts of Mumbai. Womenfolk’s mainly do the paintings on the mud 

walls of the houses. 
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Scope of Ethnic Tourism 

 The Marathi people or Maharashtrians are Indo-Aryan ethnic groups that 

inhabit the Maharashtra region and state of western India. Their language 

Marathi is part of the southern group of Indo-Aryan languages. Although their 

history goes back more than a millennium, the community came to prominence 

when Maratha warriors under Shivaji established the Maratha Empire in 1674. If 

regarded as a single ethnic group, the Marathi constitutes the 17th largest ethnic 

group. There are people belonging to different religions and castes. Though the 

majority is inhabited by Hindus; people belonging to other religions like 

Christianity, Sikhism, Jainism etc are also present in large number. 

 There are several religions in Maharashtra. This diversity can be 

attributed to the history of the state and its geographical location. It is, in fact, a 

land of certain oldest religions of 

India. The development and 

evolvement of these religions is 

influenced by various religious 

movements that took place in past. 

The 13th century saw the 

flourishing of Bhakti Movement 

whose main protagonists were 

Tularam, Ramdas, and 

Inameshwaer etc. Their teachings 

and life style had profound effect 

on the lives of common people. 
Source: centralclusteruupgs.wordpress.com (Warli Tribe Maharashtra) 

 Tribes of Maharashtra are the primitive people of this region and are 

scattered in different parts of the state. Mostly they are the inhabitants of the hilly 

areas. Some of the tribes are of primitive and nomadic character. Tribes like 

Warli Tribe, Bhil Tribe, Koli Tribe and Halba Tribe are some of the tribes that 

inhabit in the land of 

Maharashtra. Constitution of India 

recognizes some these tribal 

groups as Scheduled Tribes. 

There are certain cultural 

aspects, which have made the 

culture and tradition of these 

tribes of Maharashtra enriched 

and ennobled. In other words 

their dialect, clothes, folklores, 

rites and practices show that 

these tribes of Maharashtra 

possess a heritage that is quite 

unique.                
Source: ntfp.keystone-foundation.org (Koli Tribe Maharashtra) 
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 Many of these tribes of Maharashtra have adapted to the lifestyle and 

culture of nomads and till today, these tribes of Maharashtra state have retained 

their originality intact. As per some scholars and anthropologists, Maharashtra 

has 313 nomadic tribal communities and 198 unnoticed tribal groups. Following 

the tradition of many of the tribal communities of the Indian subcontinent, these 

tribes of Maharashtra have got inclination towards religion and also spiritual 

beliefs. Ancient customs like worship of nature in several forms, animal offerings 

during religious rituals, decorating their heads with tusk, etc. is still in vogue. 

 Festivals and fairs are an integral part in the society of most of these 

tribes of Maharashtra. Hinduism is widely practiced by most of the tribes of 

Maharashtra and thus, all the festivals of the Hindus are celebrated by them in 

great vivacity. A lot of alcohol is consumed during the occasions. Their society is 

governed by the Jat Panchayat. Marriage plays an important part in the lives of 

the both female and male members of the tribes of Maharashtra state. 

Monogamy is widely prevalent. 

 The Warli tribes are one of the prominent tribal communities of 

Maharashtra. These people have their own belief, culture and customs. Their 

extremely rapturous paintings are stunning. Nature is the main focus of all the 

cultures and customs of the Warli people. Nature is considered to be a mother 

like figure to them. 

 Historically the Bhil people used to reside in the deep forest and were 

expert hunters. Today they are settled as farmers. They worship the tribal deities 

like Mogra Deo and Sitla Matta. 

 Kolis are the people most notable in Maharashtra. Most of the Kolis are 

Hindu. In Maharashtra there is also a significant number of Christian Kolis. They 

worship Goddess Ekaveera. This tribe is distinctly identified for their particular 

focus on folk dance. Halba tribe is one of the significant tribal communities which 

has taken shelter in several places of the Indian subcontinent including 

Maharashtra. These people are also adept in wood carving. Poultry farming, 

animal husbandry, cultivation are some of their major occupations. Apart from 

these, some of them earn their livelihood by selling forest products, and different 

articles of bamboo. 

 In Maharashtra, both the men and women of the Chodhari tribes are fond 

of wearing beautiful clothes. The people of this tribal community are vegetarian 

and they are basically agrarian people. Apart from this, they are also engaged in 

making clothes, tools, fishing, and jewellery etc. 

 In short, there is great scope of ethnic tourism in Maharashtra due to the 

rich diversity of the people. Ethnic tourism is "travel motivated by search for the 

first hand, authentic and sometimes intimate contact with people whose ethnic 

and /or cultural background is different from the tourists". Ethnic tourists are 

driven by the desire to see something different where curiosity is the ultimate 

factor. The travelers choose to experience firsthand the practices of another 

culture, and may involve performances, presentations and attractions portraying 

or presented by indigenous communities. In a broader perspective, it includes 
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cultural, heritage, anthropological, tribal, village and similar forms of tourism. 

Ethnic tourism, if properly planned and managed, can be promoted as 

sustainable form of tourism and can be utilized as a tool for the preservation and 

conservation of culture and heritage as well as poverty alleviation. 

Maharashtra’s, rich with its cultural diversity, grand heritage and inimitable 

history, is a world famous cultural tourism destination. The focal point of 

Maharashtra’s attractiveness as a destination is its diverse ethnicity. 

3.4 Goa 

 After knowing the rich culture of Maharashtra, now students we will learn 

about Goa. Do you know about culture of Goa? Do you know about famous 

cuisines or delicacies of Goa?  And that which rulers ruled Goa? What is ethnicity 

of Goa? Then let’s have fun by studying about culture of Goa. Goa has a rich and 

varied history. It was part of the Mauryan Empire in the 3 rd century BC, followed 

by the rule of the Satvahanas of Kolhapur and the Bhojas who made Chandor 

their capital. From 580 - 750 AD the Chalukyas of Badami held sway over Goa 

until the Silharas took control in 1086 AD. 

 Gulhalla Deva of the Kadambas, originally from Mysore, consolidated his 

hold over Chandor in the 11th century AD until the 13th century AD. As their 

kingdom prospered, the Kadamba rulers built a navy that was unbeatable in its 

time. Chandor their capital was now too small. They then moved to Goa Velha, 

where only the massive tank of the temple of Goddess Chamunda remains 

today. The Fr Agnel monastery on the hill at Pilar houses a museum that has 

notable collections of this period. 

 The State Museum at Panaji has an extensive collection of artefacts from 

different periods of Goa’s history. A smaller museum in Old Goa on Christian Art 

also displays a distinctive selection. Jayakeshi-I 1052-1080 AD proclaimed 

himself Lord of the Konkan and Emperor of the Western Seas. On his death Goa 

fell to the Chalukyas of Kalyani and later to the Yadavas of Devgiri. Well readers, 

Muslims also ruled the Konkan region from 1312-1370 AD over the Konkan 

region. However, with the breakup of the Tughlaq Kingdom, it was the Bhamani 

Sultans who then controlled Goa. 

 Madhav Mantri, who headed the army of Harihara of Vijaynagar, 

reclaimed and ruled Goa as its Viceroy. In 1469 the Bahamani Vizier Khwaja 

Mohammed Gawan of Gulbarga laid a two-year siege of Goa's seaside forts and 

ended Vijayanagar's rule. On 25 November 1510 he lost Goa for good to Afonso 

de Albuquerque, a Portuguese who had taken the city earlier in March that year. 

The Portuguese ruled for 450 years. 

 On 19 December 1961, the Indian Army liberated Goa from Portuguese 

rule, the culmination of the efforts of scores of freedom fighters, both Hindu and 

Christian. Thereafter Goa remained a Union Territory administered from New 

Delhi till it attained Statehood on May 30, 1987. In August 1992, Konkani, the 

mother tongue of most Goans was granted official language status under the 

Indian Constitution. 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  57 
 

 Students the multi-religious fabric of Goa’s society shines brightly, 

imbibed with the spirit of “Sarva Dharma, Sarva Bhava” or Equal Respect for all 

Religions.Religion dwells in the hearts of Goans wherever in the world they may 

be. 

Culture & Traditions  

 Readers, clearly the culture of Goa is very unique & special as compared 

to rest of India. Goa is a place where you find people accepting the presence of 

all major religions without any ego or hesitation. This is the place where people 

follow tradition as well as remain ahead with time and trends. The Goan culture is 

very easy going and relaxed. You won't find people fighting or arguing over 

religious issues or dress codes. Everyone is free follow the kind of lifestyle they 

want to, unlike the rest of India where tradition and conservatism is an 

inseparable part of one's life. 

 Readers, when you talk about Goa, then you cannot escape from rich & 

lively music of Goa which dwells in every mind of Goans. Not just Indian, they 

take pleasure in Western music and listen to the likes of trance, western classic 

music, techno, jazz, blues, etc. They have a varied taste and choice when it 

comes to western music. Most Goans have music in their veins and know how to 

play a couple of instruments. You can find many Goans breaking into a peppy 

song on a hot afternoon without any particular reason. Most of the music that 

they sing has the typical Portugal tune and style. Due to the Portuguese rule in 

this place, the culture has invariably picked up on the Portugal cultural heritage. 

Due to the Portugal rule, many people converted to Christianity at that time. Yet, 

they did not forget their Indian roots and Goa is one place where you will find 

people celebrating Diwali and Easter with equal zest and passion. Known as the 

Golden Goa to the Portuguese, this lovely state is the perfect example of the east 

meeting the west. Along with Portuguese churches, you find ancient Hindu 

temples where people of different religions come to pray. At the same time, you 

will find people enjoying themselves in playful abandon on the gorgeous beaches 

of Goa. The co existence of different religious, traditional and cultural sentiments 

is what makes Goa a heady place to visit. 

 The place has so much to offer apart from its rich cultural heritage. Large 

five star hotels co-exist harmoniously with roadside shacks. Both have their own 

charm and importance and form a part of the Goan culture. The Portugal 

elements have very beautifully blended with Indian elements thus giving us a 

unique kaleidoscope of its amazing culture. You find people wearing western 

clothes as well as performing Indian rituals and worshipping in the traditional 

way. There are fewer constraints on women and they can be seen as confident 

individuals who live life their way. This harmonious blend of Portuguese and 

Indian cultural elements has made Goa unique in its own way. Visit this lovely 

place to experience this feeling on your own. 
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Fairs and Festival 

 India is a land of fairs and festivals. The reason for widespread interfaith 

participation in festival, festas and zatras, in Shigmo and Ganesh Chaturthi and 

the Carnival, in Christmas, Dussehra and Diwali is because the people of Goa 

follow the religion of being Goan first. Everything else springs from that 

fountainhead. 

 Many Goan festivals are actually zatras (feasts) of the local or family deity 

celebrated at the temple of the god or goddess. Other festivals like Dussehra, 

Diwali and Holi are the same as those celebrated around India but with a 

characteristic Goan flavour. The Goan Hindu community mainly celebrates 

Ganesh Chathurti, Gudi Padwa, Diwali, Dussehra, Holi, Rakshabandhan, 

Ramnavmi and Krishna Janmashtami. 

 Festivals are an integral part of Goan life. Every little hamlet has a tiny 

temple or a church with a special annual zatra or a festa. An outstanding aspect 

of life in Goa is its harmony and there is always a reason to celebrate. The 

confluence of cultures is reflected vividly in the music of the church and the 

hymns of the temple. 

 Revelry, music and dance, flow through the blood of the Goan 

community. As a result of 450 years of colonization by the Portuguese, Goan 

music has evolved to a form that is quite different from traditional Indian music. 

This historic amalgamation from the East and West has produced some of India’s 

best artistes, both in Indian classical and Western music. The most popular forms 

of post Portuguese music were the mando and the dulpod, whilst dekhni is one of 

the most well-known forms of dance. 

 Shigmo: This is Goa’s answer to Holi, which is a festival of colour. Huge 

dance troupes perform intricate movements of folk dances on the road all 

through the length of the parade.  

 Carnival: Carnival is the annual four-day celebration which begins on the 

Saturday before Ash Wednesday, heralding a 40-day Lent period of penance and 

abstinence before Easter and the 

Resurrection of Jesus. The four-day 

Carnival has become world famous 

in Rio, Brazil. The Goa Carnival, led 

by King Momo, has its own 

pulsating rhythms of guitars, folk 

songs and drumbeats 

accompanying a colourful parade of 

floats and dancing troupes in all the 

major towns.                           Goa Carnival (Source: india-theme-tourism.blogspot.com) 

 Feast of St Francis Xavier: The major Feast of St Francis Xavier is held 

on the 3 rd of December at the Basilica of Bom Jesus in Old Goa. St Francis 

Xavier, the great Jesuit missionary, is the patron saint of Goa and attracts 

devotees from all over the world. His body has been preserved for centuries and 
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lies in an exquisite silver casket at the Basilica and is displayed every ten years 

during the Exposition.. However, the feast is celebrated every year, drawing 

thousands of devotees from across India in quest of the saint’s blessings and 

healing powers. 

 Sao Joao: The feast of St John the Baptist on June 24th is celebrated by 

young men all over Goa by jumping into wells to retrieve gifts thrown in by 

villagers.The festival takes place at the beginning of the monsoon season in Goa 

with people of all ages jumping into wells, streams and ponds. This generally 

after getting into the spirit of things by imbibing Goa’s famous liquor feni. San 

Joao, like any other Goan feast, has that captivating spirit of merriment, colour 

and tradition.. 

 Goa Heritage Festival at Fontainhas: This festival is a combined effort 

of the Goa Heritage Action Group, the Corporation of the City of Panaji and the 

Department of Tourism, Government of Goa. The festival aims to preserve and 

promote the Fontainhas area of Goa. Fontainhas is the Latin quarter of Panjim 

city with pretty Indo-Portuguese homes lovingly cared for over the last hundred 

years or more. The roads are neatly laid out and the area is dominated by the St 

Sebastian Chapel. The festival is marked by performances by various artists on 

stages set up in open areas, as well as displays of work of art by local artisans 

who use the pavements and heritage homes as their galleries. The festival in 

short is not only meant to celebrate the cultural heritage of the state, it inculcates 

awareness and appreciation of their unique culture in the hearts of Goans and 

impresses the need to conserve it for the benefit of future generations. 

 Monte Music Festival: This music festival, started just few years ago, 

celebrates the coming together of western and Indian classical music. The venue 

for the festival is the centuries old newly renovated chapel on the hill at Old Goa, 

the Capela da Nossa Senhora do Monte (Chapel of Our Lady of the Mount). This 

chapel perched at the very top of a hill in Old Goa is a must-see place during the 

festival, where one can enjoy a truly spectacular panoramic view of large areas 

of North Goa. Sread over four days, this festival provides a platform to a number 

of artists--local, national and international to display their talents before an 

appreciative audience. There are buses that take you up the steep slope to the 

venue from the Mahatma Gandhi circle at Old Goa. 

Music and Dance 

 The traditional Goan musical instruments 

include dhol, mridanga, tabla, ghumat, kasale, 

madlem, shehnai, surt, tasso, nagado, and 

tambura. The ghumat is an earthen-ware pot-like 

vessel made by Goan potters with openings on 

the two opposite sides, one large and the other 

small in diameter, with the middle portion much 

bulging outwards.               Source: photogoa.blogspot.com (Traditional Goan Instruments) 
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 On the larger opening with the edge conveniently moulded for the fitting, 

a wet skin of a lizard (lacerta ocelata), known in Konkani as sap or gar, is fully 

stretched to cover the whole surface of the opening. The ghumat is essential for 

Hindu festivals, some temple rituals like Suvari vadan, bhivari and mando 

performances. A madlem is a cylindrical earthen vessel covered at both ends 

with the skin of a lizard and is mostly played by the Kunbis. The Portuguese 

brought the piano, the mandolin and the violin to Goa.  

 Konkani song may be classified in four groups: one which draws on the 

more pristine form in music and verse, as in the fugdi or the dhalo; the second 

which blends western and native music but retains Konkani lyrics as in deknnis; 

the third which blends native and western music as well as language as in 

dulpod; and the fourth which has a marked influence of western music and lyrics 

in Konkani with borrowed Portuguese words as in mando. 

 As many as types of Konkani Song have been classified. These include 

banvarh, deknni, dhalo, dulpod, duvalo, fell song, fughri, kunnbi song, launimm, 

mando, ovi, palnnam, talghari, tiatr song, zagor song and zoti. The Christian and 

Hindu religious song is also a type of its own. 

 Banvarh is a mourning song, usually sung on the day of cremation by Hindus. 

 Deknni is a song which originated in Bardez, Ilhas and Salcete. 

 Dhalo is a wedding song. 

 Dulpod is a dance song with quick rhythm and themes from everyday Goan 

life. 

 Duvallo is a pregnancy song. 

 Fell is folk drama with themes from Indian epics or Indian history. It is 

performed by wandering artists usually after the rains, which start in June and 

end in August or September. The fell song is a dance song. 

 Fughri is a dance song performed on religious occasions, particularly in 

honour of the deity Ganesha. 

 The Kunnbi, who are probably together with the Gaudde the oldest 

inhabitants of Goa, belong to the peasant strata. The kunnbi song is a dance 

song in the fughri style depicting their own life, but also protesting against 

exploitation and social discrimination in a subtle manner. 

 Launim is a song dealing with religious and legendary themes. 

 Mando is a dance song whose major theme is love, the minor ones being 

historical narratives, grievance against exploitation and social injustice, and 

political resistance during the Portuguese presence in Goa. 

 Ovi, which the Portuguese termed as versos, is a song with nuptial themes. It 

has the Sanskrit root vri which means “to choose, to select”. The ovi has 

three rhymed lines and one unrhymed. The former contain each three or four 

words and the fourth line one, two, and exceptionally three words. The 

number of syllables is nine for the rhymed lines and four or five for the last 

line. The early Portuguese Christian missionaries adopted the ovi-form for 

liturgical and devotional hymns. 
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 Palnnam is a cradle song, a lullaby. 

 Talgarhi is a song of the Gaudde. The theatre song is sung during the stage 

play, mainly performed by wandering artists during the dry season. They 

entertain the public while touching on daily life, but also sing subtle satires 

on local politics and the shortcomings of Goans. 

 Zagor means “watch”. The zagor song is sung in kunnbi folk plays depicting 

their own life. They are usually staged at night. * Zoti is sung at nuptials. 

 The Christian and Hindu song for the liturgy and popular devotions is an 

essential part of Goan daily life. 

Dances 

 Folklores bind the present with the past and keep the continuity of 

civilization. The originality of folklores have pleasantly surprised even most 

erudite scholars and litterateurs. Goa has a unique cultural heritage, rich and 

lively and it is known for several folk festivals and performances. 

 Many castes, sub-castes and tribes mingled in its social texture in Goa's 

long history and this presents a wide diversity of folk arts that incarnate its 

traditions, customs, convictions and culture.  Goa has been inhabited by many 

racial stocks. No other region in India perhaps has had such a wide variety of 

political regimes. The various rules introduced their life styles and cultural 

influences of which, the marks are vividly to be seen in the races and the rulers, 

there have been the in comers for trade and commerce and the men of the 

armed forces drawn from different cultural groups. 

 During the history spanning over 2,000 years of life, Goa has been 

shaped by the Bhojas, Shilaharas, Rashtrakutas, Kadambas, Vijaynagar rulers, 

Adilshahi and finally the Portuguese. The changing colours of history have left 

their multiple and lovely shades on the Goan life. And folk art has not been an 

exception to it. 

 The traditional folk music and dances have continued uninterruptedly, 

while the influence of the Portuguese music and dance on the local culture has 

helped evolve new forms. This happy blending and co-existence of cultural 

traditions gives a unique character the music and folk dances of Goa. The 

diversity of these cultural influences makes Goa distinctive although it shares in a 

general way the culture of the coastal Konkan strip. Among the innumerable folk 

dances and forms encountered in Goa include Talgadi, Goff, Tonya Mel, Mando, 

Kunbi dance, Suvari, Dasarawadan, Virabhadra, Hanpeth, Gauda jagar, 

Ranmale, Fugadi, Ghode Modni, Lamp Dance, Musal Dance, Romat or Mell, 

Morullem, Bhandap, Dhangar Dance, Dekhni and Dhalo. 

Cuisine 

 Visitors to Goa tend to think that food and drink in Goa means the famous 

fish, curry, rice and feni package. And for most Goans fish, curry and rice are the 

three basic necessities of life. They combine to make a heavenly daily meal for 

the average Goan. But Goan cuisine, like the land itself, has many flavours and 
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tastes with its vast treasure trove of culinary delicacies. The Portuguese rule and 

the Muslim and Hindu kingdoms, has left a great influence on the original style of 

Goan cooking and this has led to an exotic mix of truly tasty and spicy cuisine.  

 Most people who taste the Goan cuisine, enjoy this different style of 

cuisine which has a distinct and unique combination of spicy flavours. 

 A Goan values his food as much as he does his daily siesta (break). And 

in his daily meal, seafood always occupies some place in some form or the other. 

From fried fish to exotic concoctions like ambot-tik, sea food is usually a must on 

the menu, except for the occasional break for some religious observance. Goans 

take pleasure not only in what they eat, but also how they cook it. Although 

modern methods have almost completely taken over in urban areas, but the 

traditional way of cooking in clay pots on firewood is continued in most rural 

areas of Goa. This style of cooking adds an additional smoky flavour to the food, 

highly valued by Goans. Goan food is 

simple but most of it is chilli hot, spicy, 

and pungent. Items made from rice, 

fish, and coconut abound in nearly 

every Goan meal. Seafood such as 

prawns, lobsters, crabs, pomfrets, 

clams, ladyfish, mussels, and oysters 

are used to make a variety of curries, 

fries, soups and pickles. Besides fresh 

seafood, dried and salted fish dishes 

are also highly prized by Goans.                                       
Sorpotel (Source: commons.wikimedia.org) 

 With a wide variety ranging from prawns to sausages, chicken to beef, 

and numerous vegetarian dishes, Goan cuisine is able to satisfy the all people. 

Goa has some magnificent culinary delicacies like the prawn balchão and 

sorpotel which have become famous around the world. While Hindu Goan food 

does not seem to have picked up any major Portuguese influence, the Christian 

food has been influenced not only by the Portuguese, but also by its overseas 

colonies. Traditional Goan cooking calls for plenty of muscle and time. Grinding 

is always part of the recipe and the nicer the dish the longer it takes to make. 

Arts and Crafts 

 Goa is a land of crafts and craftsmen, where aesthetic quality finds a 

natural expression. Goa has a rich and magnificent tradition of the classical arts. 

Over the years, Goans have excelled in poetry, music and the fine arts. 

 The exquisitely carved rosewood and teak furniture, the terracotta 

figurines, the classic brass items and the unique gold jewellery designs of Goa all 

speak of an age still valuable in this technology world. The folk paintings of Goa 

can be seen in the ancient temples, churches and palaces and even in the 

households. They mostly depict episodes from the epics like the Mahabharata, 

the Ramayana, the Puranas and also scenes from the New Testament. 
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 During the Portuguese colonisation, local craftsmen played a major role in 

the development of the exquisite furnishings and decorations used in residential 

houses, churches and chapels. This art can still be seen the Christian Art 

Museum at Old Goa. Local craftsmen in Goa produce a wide variety of crafts 

ranging from terracotta pottery and figures to superb brass lamps and decorative 

items. 

 Goans have contributed greatly to the world of music. Many famous 

people in the Indian music originate from Goa. Famous singers such as Lata 

Mangeshkar and Kishori Amonkar in the classical variety and Remo Fernandes 

in pop music, are from Goa. A large number of Goans have also played a major 

role in drama and Hindi film industry in the neighbouring state of Maharashtra. 

Konkani literature has also produced many great names such as Bakibab Borkar 

who have contributed to the development of Konkani as a national language with 

some superlative writing. 

Scope of Ethnic Tourism 

 Goa being a multi ethnic state in India, there is a medley of cultural and 

ethnic groups in Goa. There are three major ethnic groups in Goa: the Hindus 

rank a predominant first, the Christians are second in ranking and the third are 

the Muslims. However, as far as art and architecture is concerned, Christian, 

especially Catholic, influences predominate most of the existent works. 

 This is, however, an understood fact, because Goa remained under the 

Portuguese rule for quite a long time. Yet, given that the biggest of the ethnic 

groups in Goa belongs to the Hindus, it is evident that they have survived the 

onslaught. 

 The ethnic groups in Goa can also be classified in terms of the state they 

originate from. So the indigenous population in Goa comprises a medley of 

Maharashtrians, Guajarati’s, Portuguese and various other people. However, the 

Konkani tradition reigns supreme over all of them. The people of Goa are Indo-

Aryan and are closely related to the neighbouring Marathi people. The majority of 

Goa’s population comprises of the Aryan Marathas. 

 The History of Goa not only bears the mark of Portuguese conquest but in 

ancient times it was invaded by Aryans and Dravidians as well. Even after so 

many invasions, some of the original tribes of Konkan region have survived and 

still exist in the land of Goa.The tribal society in Goa comprises several tribal 

people. But there are basically four Tribes in Goa. They are Gowdas, Kunbis, 

Velips & Dhangars. The tribal people of Goa have retained their traditional 

lifestyle which is reflected by their customs, rituals and food habit. Despite being 

aware of the development of the outside world, the people of Goan tribal society 

prefers to stick on to their roots even today. 

 The multi-religious fabric of Goa’s society shines brightly, imbibed with 

the spirit of “Sarva Dharma, Sarva Bhava” or Equal Respect for all Religions. 

Goa abounds with famous churches and temples and a harmonious co-existence 

prevails between people of various faiths. Irrespective of whether they are 
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Catholic, Hindu or Muslim, many Goans prostrate in symbiotic reverence before 

deities of other faiths than the one they profess. Religion dwells in the hearts of 

Goans wherever in the world they may be. 

 Ethnic tourism has been one of the key industries promoted by the 

government of Goa. This industry has brought tremendous changes to the 

communities of local ethnic peoples in destination areas, especially in improving 

their economic life. However, although ethnic tourism does bring many positive 

results to local peoples, it also has a negative side as well. 

 The rich culture of Goa & Ethnicity of the place offers tremendous 

opportunities for the tourist as well as the Host. Also, the ethnic tourism of Goa is 

also closely related to the ecotourism of the state. And it is not easy to separate 

the ethnicity with the environment of the state. 

3.5 Diu 

 Diu is an island retreat gently rocked by the wind and the wave from the 

Arabian Sea. It offers you undisturbed peace and an unusual holiday. Diu is a 

beautiful place with it's splendid and to serve tourist with all of the best services. 

It has a very great heritage and a rich culture, formed by the mixture of local 

Gujarati culture and the foreign Portuguese culture. The all over 6 beaches make 

the trip best to offer all from water sports to bath or sunbath. 

 The Island of Diu has chaptered History, having been under the 

possession of and ruled by many Kings and Dynasties; beginning with the 

Pauranic period and the last being Portuguese from whom it was liberated along 

with Goa and Daman on 19th December, 1961.  

 According to mythology, Diu was ruled by the great king Jallandhar who 

was a daitya (Demon) and was killed by Lord Vishnu with his Sudarshan Chakra 

(disc). The temple of Jallandhar still exists in Diu. Gazetteer of Goa, Daman and 

Diu says that Diu was known as Jallandhar Ksshetra during Satyug and is 

famouos for its Jallandhar temple. As daitya (Demon) Jallandhar harassed the 

Gods, Lord Vishnu left Sudarshan Chakra after killing Jallandhar is known as 

Chakra tirtha which is situated in Diu.  

 Diu was also ruled by the Mauryans during 322-320 BC and was the main 

trade center on the Saurashtra Coast. The State of Saurashtra including Diu was 

ruled by the Kshatrapas from the 1st century AD to 415 AD, by the Guptas from 

415 AD to 467 AD, by the Maitrakas from 470 AD to 788 AD, by Chavda dynasty 

of Gujarat and Saurashtra from 789 AD to 941 Ad who kept their capital at Diu; 

by the Chalukyas who succeeded to the power in AD 941 and the Chavdas ruled 

over the Somnath Patan and Diu under the Chalukya as Local Chieftains.  

Culture & Traditions  

 People and Culture of Diu Island are immensely influenced by the 

Portuguese tradition. Otherwise they are quite similar to the Gujaratis and their 

culture. People and culture of Diu Island are intrinsically linked to each other, as 

the inhabitants of the island are highly respectful of their cultural heritage and 
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committed towards carrying it forward. The rich multifaceted culture attracts 

tourists from all over the world. 

 People of Diu Island have a strong similarity with those of Gujarat, as the 

island is located very near to this state of India. Culture of Diu Island is based on 

Hindu religious systems and is known for its vibrancy. Festivals, a part of the 

culture, are celebrated with great pomp and show.The most important festival of 

Diu Island is the Garba dance, which is celebrated in the month of October every 

year. People of Diu Island are known for their rich celebrations, which are 

enjoyed by the tourists as well. 

 People of Diu Island are popular for craftworks, which include ivory 

carving and tortoise shell works mainly. The items of craft are mostly used to 

decorate houses. There are other accessories, which are made out of tortoise 

shell or ivory. 

 Another important part of the culture of Diu Island is the traditional 

cuisine. Food of the island mainly comprises Gujarati and Portuguese dishes, 

which are found in the local restaurants. An important fact is that the people and 

culture of Diu Island have a strong influence of the Portuguese. However they 

also follow the Gujarati tradition and festivals. 

Fairs and Festivals 

 Fairs and Festivals are essence of Indian culture. This colorful cultural, 

social and economic panorama is the center of attraction and a rare combination, 

where the entire atmosphere is dazzlingly theatrical and lively. The main festival, 

Nariyal Poornima marks the season and other festivals like the tourism 

department to showcase the heritage and culture of this region has introduced 

Christmas. In Daman the various communities celebrate festivals like Holi, 

Diwali, mahashivratri, Id-ul-Fitr and there are other local observances too. 

 Gangaji Fair: The Somnath Madadev temple in the village of Dabhel is 

the venue of a grand fair and celebrations every year in March. It is believed that 

the present shivlinga miraculously appeared here in the 19th Century on the 

request of a monk who was a true devotee of Shiva. The existing temple was 

rebuilt in year 1972-73 and since then every year a fair is organized here which is 

visited by a large number of people from within the district as well as outside. 

Thousands having faith in the occasion congregate at somnath Mahadev, take 

their holy bath in the water tank, conduct the religious activities to invoke the 

blessings of lord Shiva. 

 Nariyal Poornima: Organized by the administration of Daman and Diu 

and West Zone Cultural Centre, Nariyal Poornima is a regional festival held at 

Daman every year. This festival is a magnificent spectacle of a variety of colorful 

water sports at the creek between Moti and Nani Daman and culturally enriched 

show put up by the west zone cultural centre in the month of august. One of the 

highlights is the coconut food festival organized as part of the celebration. 

This festival commemorates the end of monsoon season and the 

commencement of the fishing season for the sea faring community of this coastal 
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region. They look forward to resume sailing in the quest of action and adventure 

and livelihood. On the occasion of Nariyal Poornima, the people of Daman flock 

to the seashore to offer coconuts (Nariyal) to the mighty Gods who preside over 

wind and water. The strength of tradition and belief lends the atmosphere unique 

appeals and the day is marked by revelry joy and feasting. 

Christmas 

 Daman celebrates the Christmas Festival as part of its tourism promotion 

program and people from far and wide come to witness the fascinating 

Portuguese dance, which have retained its rich tradition and form. The festivals 

are noted for their performances in tune with superb melody and accompanying 

music. The festival aims to promote the good will and fellowship. Houses are 

decorated all over to receive the infant Jesus. Bright and colorful Christmas 

lamps cheer up the nights. Daman explodes with light, laughter, and song and 

dance during the happy season of Christ’s nativity. 

Music and Dance 

 The cultural life of Daman and Diu represents a blend of European, tribal 

and Indian elements. The festivals and fairs of the region are celebrated with 

pomp and grandeur. Music and dance are integral parts of the socio-cultural life 

of Daman and Diu. The people belonging to Daman and Diu take part in a 

number of well known festivals. Two major festivals of the place are Garba 

Festival and Folk Dance Festival. 

 Garba: Garba is a popular folk dance of Gujarat and of Diu in special. It is 

normally performed by women dressed in colourful costumes with typical 

ornaments, accompanied by singing of song in praise of Goddess Amba. It is 

performed especially during Navratri, the most popular festival of the region. The 

colourful costumes, the mesmerizing music and the graceful steps cast a 

enchanting spell on the viewers. 

 Portuguese Folk Dance: The typical Portuguese regional folk dances of 

the territory include the Mando Dance, Vira Dance and the Verdigao in which 

happiness and the whole life style of the people of Diu is depicted. In these 

dances the clean roads, the delicious food and the traditions of Diu are 

described. Drink, eat, sing, and be merry; that is the motto of the song and 

dance. The traditional dances are in slow motion with the elderly participating in 

them, but the young are carrying on the traditions of the old. 

Cuisine 

 Diu offers the tourist an assorted collection of sea food .The most "in-

demand" delicacies, for a non-vegetarian, consist of fish, crab and lobster. An 

interesting fact, reported by tourists and locals alike, regarding the fish is that 

they don't stink as much as fish found in other places in India. Also the fishes 

here are bigger than usual. Specially, the Silver Pomfret found in Diu is the 

largest from all over India. 
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 The Island's local cuisine comprises a variety of dishes, both Gujarati and 

Portuguese. A very appealing Portuguese option for the tourists is the fruit of the 

Hoka tree, which is not found anywhere else in the country. The Portuguese 

planted the seeds of the tree when they initially came to Diu. It is believed that 

the tree, which originally grew in Africa, took to Indian soil only because Diu 

emerged along with India from the African subcontinent. Crabs and lobster are 

the preferred food during the month of October and because of the 

amalgamation of different cultures, several Parsi and Chinese food joints can be 

found all over the island. The vegetarian cuisine on the island usually consists of 

Gujarati food because of the strong influence of the state. 

 The cuisine can best be enjoyed in the local restaurants, which are 

popular for both Portuguese and Gujarati cuisines. The tourists can also get a 

flavour of South Indian, Punjabi and several international cuisines. 

Arts and Crafts 

 The famous craft of Diu are tortoise shell and ivory carving. The different 

varieties of tortoise found on the shores of Diu have enabled the development of 

tortoise shell craft. Several decorative and household items are made out of 

tortoise shells. Ivory carving is another exquisite form of craft. 

 Mat weaving is also done in some places at Diu. Traditional and folk 

motifs are used to make beautiful mats. 

Scope of Ethnic Tourism 

 The people of Daman and Diu represents a mingling of tribal, European, 

African and Indian cultures that is nowhere as obvious as in the dance, music 

and cuisine of this place. Different dance forms like the Mando, Vira and 

Verdigao trace their roots to traditional Portuguese dances and dances like the 

garba come from neighbouring Gujarat. Tribal dances with caustic social 

comment are very much in vogue. Some of the old families still maintain close 

ties with Portugal and younger members of these families go across to the former 

colonies of Portuguese Africa or Lisbon to study or work. 

 The people of Diu are mostly Hindu by religion, though there are also 

some Christians and Muslims in the region. The prominent language that is in 

use in the territory is Gujarati. The rate of urbanization is quite high in this part of 

India in comparison to the entire country. The majority of the social customs and 

rituals are related to the Hindu religion. The colourful culture of this island is a 

mix of Kathiawadi (Saurashtra) culture blended with Portuguese legacy. Main 

languages spoken in the district are Gujarati, Hindi, English and Portuguese and 

surely there is great scope for ethnic tourism in Diu. And to know the rich cultural 

mosaic of the place.The historical Portuguese Fort, imposing churches, the 

golden sand beaches, blue sea waters, latest water sports, clean environment 

and friendly local population make Diu a perfect getaway for all seasons. 
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3.6 Check Your Progress 

 

1. Name the important festivals of Maharashtra? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. Name the important Cuisines of Maharashtra? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

3. Name the famous art & craft forms of Maharashtra? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

4. Name the important festivals of Goa? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

5. Name the important cuisines of Goa? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

6. Name the famous art & craft forms of Goa? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

7. Name the important festivals of Diu? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

8. Name the important cuisines of Diu? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

9. Name the famous art & craft forms of Diu? 
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3.7 Summary 

 Well readers, the states of Maharashtra, Goa & Diu possess a very rich 

culture & traditions. And provide great opportunities to the tourist & tourism. For a 

true taste of Indian culture, surely these states provide ample scope. 

 The culture and legacy of Maharashtra is truly reflected though it's 

numerous forts, palaces, caves, shrines and museum, not to mention its folk 

music and traditional dances. The saints and philosophers who have graced this 

great land have also added to its historical inheritance. Maharashtra is like an 

amalgamation - of different races, of different traditions and of classes. Also, the 

state of Goa is abundant and rich in people, culture and festivals. Being an 

immensely multi-cultural state, its festivals and people are numerous and 

various. 

 The people of Diu reflect an amalgam of two cultures i.e. Portuguese & 

Gujarati.  

Now, after learning about the rich culture of Maharashtra, Goa & Diu, we will 

learn about the beaches & natural manifestations are the next unit. 

3.8 Clues to Answer 

1. Refer 3.3 

2. Refer 3.3 

3. Refer 3.3 

4. Refer 3.4 

5. Refer 3.4 

6. Refer 3.4 

7. Refer 3.5 

8. Refer 3.5 

9. Refer 3.5 

References 

1. http://www.maharashtratourism.net/history.html 

2. http://www.maharashtraonline.in/About/Profile/Culture/index.html 

3. http://www.indianetzone.com/5/culture_maharashtra.htm 

4. http://www.maharashtratourism.net/art-craft/index.html 

5. http://www.indianetzone.com/10/tribes_maharashtra.htm 

6. http://www.bharatonline.com/maharashtra/culture/index.html 

7. http://www.maharashtramaza.info/home/culture 

8. http://www.maharashtratourism.net/culture-lifestyle/index.html 

9. http://www.maharashtratourism.net/art-craft/index.html 

10. http://www.traveladda.com/west_india/maharashtra/information/religions.

html 

http://www.maharashtratourism.net/history.html
http://www.maharashtraonline.in/About/Profile/Culture/index.html
http://www.indianetzone.com/5/culture_maharashtra.htm
http://www.maharashtratourism.net/art-craft/index.html
http://www.indianetzone.com/10/tribes_maharashtra.htm
http://www.bharatonline.com/maharashtra/culture/index.html
http://www.maharashtramaza.info/home/culture
http://www.maharashtratourism.net/culture-lifestyle/index.html
http://www.maharashtratourism.net/art-craft/index.html
http://www.traveladda.com/west_india/maharashtra/information/religions.html
http://www.traveladda.com/west_india/maharashtra/information/religions.html


TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  70 
 

11. http://www.bharatonline.com/maharashtra/culture/religion.html 

12. http://www.goa-tourism.com/about_goa.php?id=1 

13. http://www.goa-tourism.com/about_goa.php?id=4 

14. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Goa 

15. http://www.goatourism.gov.in/culture/folk-dances 

16. http://www.goa-holidays.info/Cuisine_Goa.htm 

17. http://www.goa-holidays.info/Cuisine_Goa.htm 

18. http://www.goa-holidays.info/Crafts_Goa.htm 

19. http://diutourism.co.in/history-of-diu.php 

20. http://www.mapsofindia.com/diu-island/people-culture/ 

21. http://www.dded.gov.in/daman/about-daman-fairs-and-festivals-dded.php 

22. http://www.mapsofindia.com/diu-island/people-culture/cuisine.html 

23. http://www.journeymart.com/de/india/diu-people-society.aspx 

24. http://www.mapsofindia.com/daman-diu/people-culture-festivals/ 

25. http://www.bharatonline.com/maharashtra/culture/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bharatonline.com/maharashtra/culture/religion.html
http://www.goa-tourism.com/about_goa.php?id=1
http://www.goa-tourism.com/about_goa.php?id=4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Goa
http://www.goatourism.gov.in/culture/folk-dances
http://www.goa-holidays.info/Cuisine_Goa.htm
http://www.goa-holidays.info/Cuisine_Goa.htm
http://www.goa-holidays.info/Crafts_Goa.htm
http://diutourism.co.in/history-of-diu.php
http://www.mapsofindia.com/diu-island/people-culture/
http://www.dded.gov.in/daman/about-daman-fairs-and-festivals-dded.php
http://www.mapsofindia.com/diu-island/people-culture/cuisine.html
http://www.journeymart.com/de/india/diu-people-society.aspx
http://www.mapsofindia.com/daman-diu/people-culture-festivals/
http://www.bharatonline.com/maharashtra/culture/index.html


TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  71 
 

UNIT 4: BEACHES & OTHER NATURAL 
MANIFESTATIONS’ OF TOURISTIC 

SIGNIFICANCE 

STRUCTURE 
4.1 Introduction  

4.2 Objectives 

4.3 Beaches 

 4.3.1 Maharastra 

 4.3.2 Goa 

 4.3.3 Diu 

4.4 Natural Manifestations of Touristic Significance 

 4.4.1 Maharastra 

 4.4.2 Goa 

 4.4.3 Diu 

4.5 Check Your Progress 

4.6 Summary 

4.7 Clues to Answer 

4.1 Introduction 
 Unit 4 gives detailed information about Beaches & Other Natural 

Manifestations’ of Touristic Significance in India with special reference to 

Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. These states have got immense potential with regard to 

nature & nature tourism. And provide a number of opportunities for tourists. 

 These can range from active to passive and include everything from 

bushwalking and adventure tourism experiences to sightseeing, scenic driving, 

beach experiences and wildlife viewing. In many instances a visitor may combine 

several of these in the one trip. For keen outdoor enthusiasts, and there are 

many, the great majority of adventure activities directly depend on nature and 

natural environments for their successful conduct. Fundamentally, the role of 

nature can vary from ‘crucial to the visitor experience’ to ‘enhances the visitor 

experience’ - particularly in relation to such variables as active or passive 

measures of the activity involved. 

 For passive and active visitors alike, nature in these states is also playing 

an increasingly important role in giving something back to people (relaxing, 

enriching the spirit, getting back to basics). By doing so, it is able to enhance 

their broader experience of a destination. And for mainstream domestic visitors, 

these benefits tap more accurately into nature’s deeper meaning. Nature-based 

experiences are intimately linked to all other aspects of the visitor’s total 

experience of a destination, such as food, culture, relaxation, health, escape, 
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family needs, accommodation, transport, etc. All serve to complement each other 

and together form the basis of a visitor’s overall satisfaction with their holiday.i  

 Maharashtra is located in central India on the west coast of the country. It 

is the third largest State in the country after Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. 

With a total area of 307,713 sq km, Maharashtra constitutes 9.36% of the total 

area of India (3,287,263 sq km). The maximum east-west length of Maharashtra 

is 800 km and north-south length is 700 km. Maharashtra has three types of 

terrains namely Konkan coastline, Sahyadri mountain range or the Western 

Ghats and hilly region and the Deccan plateau.ii And has tremendous potential 

for Nature Tourism. Maharashtra offers the adventure lovers, over 45 adventures 

to choose from across its length and breadth. It has over 550 forts to visit 

including over 20 Sea Forts, 720 km of coastline, the incredible vistas of its 

Western Ghats that has superb wildlife and camping possibilities. From water to 

land to aero, there is a host of adventures to choose from Paragliding, Gliding, 

Rock climbing, Scuba diving, Snorkeling, Kayaking, Canoeing, Trekking, Wildlife 

Safari etc.iii 

          (Konkan, a Pearl in Maharashtra)                           (A beach in Goa) 

         Source: purnatravels.blogspot.com                  Source: www.atithi.org.in  
 

 Tourism and Goa are synonymous with each other. Goa is one of the 

most preferred places of holiday in India. It may not be the state to receive 

maximum number of tourists in India but the state is well known to receive 

international tourists on a large scale, more than probably any other state in the 

country. Beauty of sea beaches along with sea food has made Goa well 

renowned place in India for vacations. Apart from this wildlife of this place also 

attracts tourists towards itself. There are many wildlife sanctuaries in Goa that 

are natural habitat of wild animals. The area covered by national parks as well as 

wildlife sanctuaries is not vast but it is sufficient to offer protection to endanger 

species of animals and also provide them shelter from any kind of danger. 

People who are animal lover and are interested in watching different kind of birds 

in their natural surrounding can surely visit any of the four wildlife sanctuaries of 

Goa. Trip to these national parks will provide you completely different experience 

and you will remember it for your whole life. Blossoming green vegetation along 

with natural surroundings of these sanctuaries is not resisted by the tourist and 

they never miss to visit this place when touring Goa. It is estimated that forest in 

Goa nearly enclose 1/3 of state area and offer shelter to innumerable species. 
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There are forty eight species of wild animal; sixty species of dangerous reptiles, 

more than 200 species of endanger birds along with fifteen hundred species of 

small plants & vegetation. iv 

 A beautiful blend of sea, sand and sun, Diu is a God's gift to those in 

quest of a blessed land where the weary weight of this unintelligible world can, 

for a while, be lightened and the waking soul can hear the music of the nature. 

This tiny island of breeze, beauty and serenity situated off the southern tip of the 

Saurashtra (Kathiawar) peninsula 

of Gujarat, lapped by the Arabian 

Sea, is a picture of calmness with 

superb beaches and a fascinating 

history.v 

 The states of 

Maharashtra, Goa & Diu surely 

are Destinations which serve as a 

boon to tourists not only in variety 

of tourist products, but also have 

great opportunities for Beach 

Tourism, Wildlife Tourism & 

Nature Tourism.          Source: www.atithi.org.in (Sunset in Diu) 

4.2 Objectives 

After going through the Unit 4 on Beaches & Other Natural Manifestations’ of 

Touristic Significance with a special reference to Maharashtra, Goa & Diu, you 

would be able to:  

 Know about the popular beaches in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Know about the natural attractions in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

 Understand the role of Natural attractions in attracting tourists.  

 Understand the various forms of nature tourism at these places. 

 Understand the tourism in Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

4.3 Beaches 

 A beach is a landform along the shoreline of an ocean, sea, lake, or river. 

It usually consists of loose particles, which are often composed of rock, such as 

sand, gravel, shingle, pebbles, or cobblestones. The particles comprising the 

beach are occasionally biological in origin, such as mollusc shells or coralline 

algae. Beaches typically occur in areas along the coast where wave or current 

action deposits and reworks sediments. Although the seashore is most 

commonly associated with the word beach, beaches are found by lakes and 

alongside large rivers. 
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 Beaches are one of the most important coastal ecosystems. In adition to 

its biodiversity value, the beach has a primary importance for the bulk of holiday 

tourists. Beaches play a prominent role in Coastal tourism & Recreation. The 

term "coastal tourism and recreation" embraces the full range of tourism, leisure, 

and recreationally oriented activities that take place in the coastal zone and the 

offshore coastal waters.  

 These include coastal tourism development (hotels, resorts, restaurants, 

food industry, vacation homes, second homes, etc.), and the infrastructure 

supporting coastal development (retail businesses, marinas, fishing tackle stores, 

dive shops, fishing piers, recreational boating harbours, beaches, recreational 

fishing facilities, and the like). Also included is ecotourism and recreational 

activities such as recreational boating, cruises, swimming, recreational fishing, 

snorkelling and diving.vi 

 Along its 7000 km of coastline, India boasts of a number of beautiful 

beaches. The tranquil environment with abundant greenery around is just perfect 

to relax and refresh the drained mind and body. Lie on the smooth sandy 

beaches and soak the warmth of the sun or simply take a quiet walk barefooted 

on these beaches. The calming effect will easily penetrate deep into your body. 

The vast stretches of sea water have a unique ability to carry away all your 

worries and heartaches along with its waves. You can also watch the sun rise 

and set far in the horizon and appreciate the beauty that is reflected as a 

reflection in the water and for all those who are more venturesome and yearn for 

a lot of challenging activities, the beaches have plethora of options to choose 

from. Swim along with the waves of the ocean water or dive deep into the water 

to discover a magnificent and colourful marine world. Also, catch the good waves 

and duck dive the bigger ones while surfing. Cruising in the ocean water is for 

those who wish to explore the vastness and deepness of the water body without 

getting wet. 

 The states of Maharashtra, Goa and Diu have a lot of beaches & offer lot 

opportunities to tourists.vii 

4.3.1 Maharashtra 
 Beaches of Maharashtra are the apt destinations for an enriching 

vacation and as a matter of fact, they also make one of the best getaway spots 

as well. These beaches are spread across the 720 km stretch of coastline 

starting from Dahanu and Bordi in north and ending in Goa. Apart from exploring 

the wondrous sea forts, temples and churches, you can enjoy by indulging in an 

array of water sports and savor a quite sunbathe on the sands. 

 One can find not only crowded and posh beaches like Juhu and Marine 

Drive Chowpatty beaches but also earthy and sleepy beaches like Harnai and 

Bassein, which are a bit slow but provide a peaceful and pollution-free 

environment. There are beaches for adventure lovers as well like Velneshwar 

and Shriwardhan-Harihareshwar. 
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 In Vijaydurg-Sindhudurg and 

Dahanu-Bordi beaches, one may went 

down to the memory lanes of the 

history. Here, one can discover the 

remains of ruined forts and even the 

existence of Portuguese culture in 

these areas. Murud-Janjira, Dahanu-

Bordi and Shriwardhan-Harihareshwar 

are the beaches, which can enjoy both 

the sizzles of a typical beach as well as 

a pilgrimage site.viii 
SOURCE: maharashtraonline.in (Beaches in Maharashtra) 

BASSEIN 

 Bassein is in the peaceful location, which is 77 km away from Mumbai. It 

is closely similar with the India's sultry beach state of Goa. But here, crowd is a 

bit less and those who wish to enjoy peaceful environment must visit Basssein. 

 This is quite of a historic place. One can see ruined forts that were built 

by the Portuguese inside dense forests of brushwood and palm grooves. Locals 

serve delicious Portuguese cuisines as well. 

 One can also see Buddhist relics at Nalasopara, which is 10 km from 

Bassein. Vajreshwari Temple, Akloli hot springs, Sadguru Nityanand Maharaj 

Samadhi Mandir at Ganeshpuri, Bhimeshwar Temple and other ashrams are also 

worth to visit. There are quite a few churches of Portuguese times as well in 

Bassein. The nearest airport is in Mumbai, while the nearest railway station is at 

Bassein Road. It is well connected by road as well. 

DAHANU BORDI 

 Not only for its extensive and tidy beach, Dahanu is also known for its 

vast chikoo fruit orchids. Dahanu is 145 km away from Mumbai that comes under 

Thane district of Maharashtra. 

 Bordi is half-hours drive away from Dahanu. Here, one can find endless 

beaches, which are very safe and beautiful. Although, it is quite warm during 

summer, the gentle breeze cools down the 

entire beach. 

 Mecca of the Zoroastrians is a 

place, which is very popular amongst 

tourists as there is a magnificent temple, 

which houses the sacred fire of the 

Zoroastrians. It is believed that this fire has 

been kept alive for almost a thousand 

years. The existence of Iranian and 

Persian culture further makes this place 

more exotic.     Source: purnatravels.blogspot.com (Dahanu Beach) 
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GANAPATIPULE 

 The waters of Ganapatipule are crystal clear and pristine. The entire 

stretch of beach is covered with fresh greeneries. The roadside sceneries on the 

way to Ganapatipule are captivating with narrow roads, red soil, roofed houses, 

clean courtyards, and innumerable fruit bearing trees and casuarinas lining. 

 Ganapatipule is regarded as one of the most important beaches of 

Maharashtra. It is 375 km south of Mumbai. Fine, sifted, silver sands, a gentle 

lapping sea, which soothes frayed nerves, attracts large number of tourists are 

the features of this beautiful beach. It is regarded as a beautiful seaside resort, 

especially for families in Maharashtra. One can 

see a glimpse of the entire beach, which is 

covered with white sand and blue waters from 

the top of the hill. Ganapatipule is also known as 

a pilgrimage site for its 400-year-old temple of 

Swayambhu Ganpati (naturally formed 

monolithic Ganesh). Malgund and Ratnagiri are 

other attractions, which are worth to be visited 

near this beach. 
Source: tourservicesindia.wordpress.com (Ganapatipule Beach) 

HARNAI 

 Harnai is about 200 km away from Mumbai. Despite its quietness, it is 

emerging fast as a tourist destination as visitors from Pune and Mumbai are 

frequently visited this place to celebrate the weekends. Harnai fort is also a main 

tourist attraction of the area. South of Harnai fort is the palm-fringed beach of 

Murud, famous for its clean white sands and safe waters. Panhale Kazi, the 

famous rock-cut monument is 30 km from Murud-Harnai. 

JUHU BEACH 

 Juhu is one of the most popular and posh beaches of India. This fizzing 

beach on the shores of Arabian Sea is the place where one can find the 

bungalows of Bollywood stars. This is also a favourite site for film shootings. 

Luxury hotels and apartments, which are on the southern end of the Juhu beach, 

are regarded as favourite haunts for 

movers and shakers of Mumbai. 

Juhu beach is not a very good 

place to swim as it is so crowded. 

Tourists can enjoy horse and 

donkey rides, dancing monkeys, 

acrobats, cricket matches, toy 

sellers etc. here. Versova, home of 

Mumbai's largest Koli fishing 

community is in the north of Juhu.         
                                                         Source: adamseo25.wordpress.com (Juhu Beach) 
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Mandwa Kihim 

 Kihim and Mandawa is nearly 10 km away from Mumbai. Kihim has 

dense coconut trees that give a pollution free green environment. This is a place 

for the nature lovers who want to spend some time with the beauty of the nature. 

Madh Island Beach 

 Even though Madh Island is quite a rural sort, but it is quite enjoyable to 

walk down along the villages of fishermen. This can at least give some peace of 

mind to the hurried and exhausted life. 

Marine Drive 

 Marine Drive is the place where Mumbaites hang out to cool down a while 

from the steamy hurried and busied life. The cool breeze and the calmness of the 

sea cool down the exhausted lot. 

 Marine Drive was built in 1920s and 1930s on land reclaimed from the 

sea. It is located at the heart of Mumbai. As street lamps orderly line up on the 

edge of the beach, it is also known as Queen's Necklace. It has recently named 

Netaji Subhashchandra Bose Road. 

Chowpatty Beach is at the top end of 

the Marine Drive. Several Hindu 

religious ceremonies are taking place at 

Chowpatty like annual thread-tying 

ceremony, nariel-purnima and Ganesh 

Chaturthi immersions. Stalls on the 

beach, selling Bhelpuri, Kulfi and Paan 

make the chowpatty zesty. Nana-Nani 

Park for elderly people has just opened 

recently near the beach. Mumbai has 

excellent transport and accommodation 

facilities.                                          Source: aniketkulkarni.wordpress.com (Marine Drive) 

Marve Manori Gorai 

 Marve, also known as Borivali is a village very close to Mumbai. Now this 

place has become quite industrialized, but its beauty remains the same. 

Murud Janjira 

 Murud-Janjira is located near Alibagh, which is the head-quarter of 

Raigad district. It is one of the most popular and alluring beaches of 

Maharashtra. 

Shriwardhan 

 Shriwardhan is the place for seafood lovers and adventure buffs. Tourists 

can enjoy different varieties of seafood in this beach. Adventure lovers can go 

out with a small boat to explore the place where Peshwas were originally resided. 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  78 
 

Tarkali 

 Takarali beach is known for is clearness of water. One can sometimes 

see the seabed unto a depth of 20 ft. If we look the beach panoramically, one 

can see the serene beauty with shuru trees and wide Karli River at the 

background. 

Velneshwar 

 Velneshwar is an ideal beach 

for swimming and sunbathing. The 

green coconut palm grooves and rock 

free seawater make the beach so 

beautiful and attractive.                

 
          Source: lifetainmentt.blogspot.com (Velneshwar Beach) 

Vengurla Malvan 

 Vengurla is famous for its long stretch of iridescent sand, lined up with 

thick cashew, coconut, jackfruit and mango groves. Vengurla rocks or Burnt 

Islands is so near to this beach. 

Vijaydurg Sindhudurg 

 The great Maratha ruler Chhatrapati Shivaji used Vijaydurg - Sindhudurg 

as naval base during his reign. So this place has lots of historical sites to see 

apart from the picturesque beaches. The 

most important of all is the Vijayadurg 

fort built by Shivaji in the 17th century. 

 Sindhudurg has temples 

dedicated to Bhavani, Mahadeo, Jarimai, 

Mahapurush and Shivaji spreading over 

48 acres. Nearest railway station is 

Kolhapur, while Sindhudurg is well 

connected by road as well. It is 510 km, 

and Vijaydurg is 425 km from Mumbai 

via the Goa highway.ix             Source: purnatravels.blogspot.com (Vijaydurg Sindhudurg) 

4.3.2 GOA  

 Goa has a coastline of 100 kms that faces the Arabian Sea. Outlets of the 

state's seven rivers break the straight, uninterrupted coastline. Goa has a variety 

of breathtaking beautiful beaches for the tourists. A tourist can opt for crowded or 

some isolated or virgin beaches. One of the most popular Goa beaches is the 

Anjuna Beach. This beach is a crowded one and a shopper's delight at the same 

time. Other popular beaches are Vagator beach, Miramar beach, Dona Paula 
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Beach, Colva Beach, Arambol Beach, Bogmalo Beach, Benaulim Beach, 

Calangute Beach, Chapora Beach, Mabor, Majorda etc. The beaches in Goa are 

also known by the quality of sand. For ex. Calangute Beach is known for its 

coconut grove. Shaped like the new moon, Goa’s beaches are known the world 

over. x 

CALANGUTE  

 Calangute is the most popular beach with thousands thronging it in both 

the peak and off-season. The waves rise 

high above as you wash away your city 

blues, though swimmer need to be a trifle 

cautious because of the sudden drop and 

the rising waves. Experienced swimmers 

will, however, revel in the seas here.. The 

beach is fringed with popular restaurants 

and hotels, including the Calangute 

Residency operated by GTDC.                      Source: moreindia.in (Calangute Beach) 

 This long, seven-km sweep of sand located 15 kms from Panaji, is called 

the 'Queen of Beaches'. The village of Calangute has all basic facilities like post 

office, banks, foreign exchange offices, resort companies, all kind of bars and 

restaurants, besides medical facilities. The number of internet cafes in Calangute 

might even exceed that of the entire city of Panaji. 

 BAGA  

 A few kms down the beach is another—Baga, part of a 30 km stretch of 

beach coastline along the west coast of Goa which begins at Fort Aguada, 

continues as Sinquerim Beach, moves on to Candolim which merges into 

Calangute Beach and then stretches on to Baga, Anjuna and on to Vagator, 

finally ending at Chapora beach. Truly a veritable feast of beaches. Compared to 

Calangute, Baga is quieter and also more isolated. It is more popular with 

western tourists who love to use it as a base for water sports and fishing in the 

area. 

VAGATOR  

 This most photographed beach of Goa forms a bay that curves from the 

headland to the hillock crowned by the Chapora 

Fort. This beautiful arc of sand is located about 

22 kms from Panaji and is part of the 30 km 

stretch of beach coastline along the west coast 

of Goa. Adjoining Anjuna, Vagator is secluded, 

crescent shaped and situated on the Caisua bay 

along the Chapora river basin in the shadow of 

Chapora Fort. During the tourist season, it is a 

favorite venue for midnight parties.                  Source: filigallery.com (Vagator Beach) 
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ANJUNA  

 Anjuna was made famous by the ‘flower power and peace’ generation of 

the sixties and early seventies and later by the ‘trance’ parties. Located about 18 

kms from Panaji, the beach is known for 

its breeze-catching palms, soft sand, and 

the unusual rocky formation overlying a 

cove of whitish sand and black rock that 

juts into the sea. It is now famous for its 

weekly Flea Market, which draws legions 

of visitors every Wednesday and 

bargains can be had on apparel, 

footwear, jewellery, footwear, chess 

sets—and yak cheese.                            Source: bharatdarshan.info (Anjuna Beach) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Source: mapsofindia.com (Beaches in Goa)  

SINQUERIM  

 With its magnificent 17th century fort which has now been converted into 

a prison, Sinquerim is one of the finest beaches in Goa, offering international 

class facilities for water-skiing, parasailing, fishing, scuba-diving and wind-

surfing. Home to the Taj Hotel Group, which dominates the headland around the 

historic Fort Aguada, Sinquerim is located some 13 kms from Panaji. The 

uninterrupted stretch of firm sand stretches all the way north to Baga, offering 

visitors a temptingly long walk along the beach. 
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CANDOLIM 

 Candolim is the first beach that can be approached from the city of Panaji 

and is like a gateway to the other more famous beaches. Though individual 

accommodation is available here, there are only a few hotels with restaurants 

attached. One highlight of Candolim is the parasailing and water skiing facility, 

besides other water sports. 

 AGUADA 

 Aguada beach is almost synonymous with the top-notch Fort Aguada 

Hotel complex, a superb hotel that is built on 

the cliff, around the remnants of the early 17th 

century Portuguese fort. Although access to 

the beach is not possible through the hotel 

grounds, which are private, you can walk 

along Aguada beach, for in India private 

beaches do not exist.                                    Source: bharatdarshan.info (Anjuna Beach) 

MORJIM  

 The VIPs on this beach are the Olive Ridley turtles that come to nest here 

helped by a group of volunteers who guard the nests and help the hatchlings get 

into the sea. A favourite of Russian tourists, along with Ashwem beach close by, 

visitors will find signboards and menu cards in Russian! 

 ARAMBOL or HARMAL  

 This is also a foreigners’ haunt with a large number of Tai Chi, non-

permanent mehendi or henna, tattoo, yoga and meditation centres. Harmal 

Beach is the one place you cannot drive on to, but there are narrow lanes that 

lead to the higher reaches of the coast. You have to walk down a slope to the 

beach itself. The black rocks on the silvery beach make for some pretty dramatic 

scenery at sunset. Further up near the hill is a pool with soft yellow clay, which is 

said to have healing properties. Beauticians buy the clay as do the innumerable 

massage parlours in the area. 

 MIRAMAR  

 This beautiful ‘urban’ beach, akin to Chowpatty in Mumbai, is located just 

3 kms from Panaji. It lies adjoining the 

estuary of the river Mandovi as it opens 

into the Arabian Sea. It was originally 

known as ‘Gasper Dias Beach’, named 

after Gaspar Dias, a prosperous landlord 

and where a Portuguese fort once stood 

at the far end of the 16th century. 

 
                                                                                    Source: en.wikipedia.org (Miramar Beach) 
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SOUTH GOA 

PALOLEM  

 Palolem is a cosy beach of white sand facing a blue bay between two 

headlands. The little wooded islands on the northern headland look alluring and 

you could try and persuade one of the fishermen — this is also a fishing beach — 

to ferry you across. They also offer to take you out to spot dolphins. Tourists 

have of late discovered Palolem and so there are quite a few shacks selling 

seafood snacks, souvenirs and clothes of the bright, informal kind. Panaji, the 

capital, is more than 70 kms away. 

AGONDA 

 If you continue driving towards Panaji from Palolem, the next beach is 

Agonda. It’s long and lonely, fringed with palms and casuarinas and dominated 

by a large hill to the south. It’s not safe to swim out too far on this beach. There 

are very few facilities available here and you are needed to carry all the 

essentials.  

 Agonda is a 3 km long beautiful cove of white sand, safely secluded in the 

palms. There are no tourists, no souvenir stalls, no restaurants—just peace and 

tranquility. Just the trees, the beach, the big beautiful ocean and you.  Not far 

from Agonda beach is Cabo de Rama, untouched by most of the visitors in this 

region.  

 VARCA, CAVELOSSIM, MOBOR 

 Varca, Cavelossim and Mabor are a trio of the most alluring beaches 

south of Benaulim. These beaches are much cleaner and quieter than most of 

the other more famous beaches of Goa. There are numerous beach shacks 

offering a variety of Goan dishes and seafood at reasonable prices.  There are 

several food joints around the grand ‘Dona Sylvia’ resort offering a splendid 

repast at reasonable rates. There are also facilities for Dolphin watching up the 

River Sal. 

 BETALBATIM  

 North of Colva is Betalbatim Beach which begins a long string of beaches 

with Majorda, Utorda, Arossim and Velsao at the north. It is a ten kilometre 

stretch of white sand which is not very crowded 

COLVA  

 This is the most important beach in the South circuit, equipped with all 

modern amenities like air-conditioned resort complexes, tourist cottages, discos, 

besides several stalls, eateries and guest houses—all of which have expanded 

the village enormously. With 20 kms of virgin white sands, palm fringed, sun 

drenched beaches, Colva is the most loved beach in Goan. 
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  Unlike Anjuna or Calangute, Colva has 

gained popularity only lately. Located just 39 kms 

from the capital Panaji, it was relatively little 

disturbed and life moved on quietly. The Church 

of Our Lady Of Mercy in Colva is famous for its 

miracle statue of Menino Jesus. The busy road 

leading from the Church to the beach is where all 

the facilities are located.                                      Source: usandeep.com (Colva Beach) 

MAJORDA 

 This small stretch, about 5 kms north of Colva Beach, is as pretty as a 

picture, studded with several hotels, the most prominent being the starred 

Majorda Beach Resort. Majorda is the village where the Jesuits, fond as they 

were of the good things of life, discovered the best Goan toddy (sap from the 

coconut palm), which they used to leaven the bread. Naturally, then, Majorda is 

the place where the Goans were first trained in the delicate art of baking 

European breads. The Majordans are still Goa's best bakers. 

BOGMALO 

 This beach, dominated by a 5-star hotel 

located right on its edge, is cut apart from both 

the North and South beach circuit. Just 4 kms 

from the airport at Dabolim, it is a favourite 

among the elite classes and has an air of 

exclusivity. Although the resort hotel towers 

above the village, there are still a few smaller 

and appealing places to stay in. Windsurfing 

and water skiing facilities are available. 
                                                                  Source: beaches-holiday.blogsp... (Bogmalo Beach) 

BENAULIM 

 Less than 2 kms south of Colva is the more tranquil beach of Benaulim, is 

one of the few places in Goa where one can glimpse handicrafts typical to this 

area. The best of the traditional rosewood furniture is made here. Also, mythically 

Benaulim is famous as the place where the legendary Parashuram's arrow 

landed by which Goa was created. 

BETUL  

 Betul is an important fishing port where all the mechanized boats and 

deep sea trawlers bring in their catch. Here headlands from the slopes of the 

Western Ghats protrude into the shore, imparting an imposing backdrop. Beyond 

this secluded beach is the hill of Cabo De Rama where the Portuguese built a 

fort. From the fort, a great view of the sunset on the beach can be viewed. 

However, there are very few places to stay in Betul. 
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4.3.3 Diu 

 A beautiful blend of sea, sand and sun, Diu is a God's gift to those in 

quest of a blessed land where the weary weight of this unintelligible world can, 

for a while, be lightened and the waking soul can hear the music of the nature. 

This tiny island of breeze, beauty and serenity situated off the southern tip of the 

Saurashtra (Kathiawar) peninsula of Gujarat, lapped by the Arabian Sea, is a 

picture of calmness with superb beaches and a fascinating history. 

Nagoa Beach 

 It is located near the Nagoa hamlet of the village of Bucharwada. The 

Beach is exceptionally beautiful and quiet. In this horse - shoe shaped beach, 

various water sports facilities are available. It is completely safe for swimming. 

Plenty of Hoka trees whisper and sway 

in the intoxicating sea breeze all day 

long. The virginity of the beach and 

serenity of the surroundings give the 

visitor peace and pleasure beyond 

expression. A perfect semi circle beach 

where the gentle lapping waves beckon 

you to wade into them for a fun filled 

time of swimming, gamboling or just 

lolling around the soft sand shores or to 

find you napping under the palm trees 

filled with the soothing breeze.xi                             Source: picasaweb.google.com (Nagoa Beach) 

Ghoghla Beach 

 The Ghoghla Beach is a sandy beach. A tourist complex nearby provides 

all basic amenities to tourists. It is the largest and gentlest beach of Diu. The 

Golden sand beach undulates into the horizon while the Arabian Sea laps away 

at the edge as though imploring the sands to let it find its own peach. You can do 

swimming, sunbathing, parasailing, surfing etc. 

Jallandhar Beach 

 Jallandhar Shrine is located on a 

hillock close to the beach. This small 

shrine crowned with a dome houses a 

stone carved face of Jallandhar a 

mythological demon who was killed by 

Lord Krishna. Nearby there is also a 

temple of Goddess Chandrika. The 

beach is at a distance of 1 km from Diu 

Town.       
      Source: farotherworlds.wordpress.com (Jullundur Beach) 
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4.4 Natural Manifestations of Touristic Significance 

 In its broadest sense, nature in tourism involves experiencing natural 

places, typically through outdoor activities that are sustainable in terms of their 

impact on the environment. These can range from active to passive and include 

everything from bushwalking and adventure tourism experiences to sightseeing, 

scenic driving, beach experiences and wildlife viewing. Nature-based 

experiences are intimately linked to all other aspects of the visitor’s total 

experience of a destination, such as food, culture, relaxation, health, escape, 

family needs, accommodation, transport, etc. All serve to complement each other 

and together form the basis of a visitor’s overall satisfaction with their holiday. 

Conserved and protected areas (including Marine and National Parks), the 

Earth’s biodiversity, and respect for local culture and those who have been 

traditional guardians of our natural environments, can be central to their 

interests.xii 

4.4.1 Maharashtra  
 Maharashtra is one of the most sought after tourist destinations in India. 

Maharashtra tourism offers almost everything from its pristine beaches, wildlife 

sanctuaries, hill stations, natural caves, waterfalls, to imposing forts, colourful 

festivals, ancient pilgrimage shrines, museums, and historical monuments that 

draw large number of travellers.xiii 

Wildlife 

 The nature lovers, who come to India to explore its rich wildlife, must 

make a sojourn at Maharashtra also. The state is virtually a delight for those who 

love to visit wildlife sanctuaries and national parks and be a witness to nature's 

beauty. The various protected areas here are home to a wide variety of wildlife, 

comprising of Tigers, Crocodiles, Bisons, Gawas, Neelgais, Wild Deer, Sambars, 

etc. Apart from that, they serve as home to numerous birds and are also visited 

by the most exotic migratory birds every year. The facilities available at the 

various wildlife sanctuaries and national parks of Maharashtra include jeep rides, 

night safaris, comfortable accommodation, etc. With the below given information, 

explore the wildlife of one of the largest states in India. 

 Chikhaldara Wildlife Sanctuary: Chikhaldara Wildlife Sanctuary is 

situated in the Amaravati district of Maharashtra and forms one of the popular 

excursions from the Amravati city. The sanctuary forms a part of the sole hill 

station of the Vidarbha region, characterized by beautiful lakes, serene lakes and 

cascading waterfalls. Chikhaldara Wildlife Sanctuary boasts of a rich and varied 

wildlife and has been named after the spot known as 'Keechaka'. The wild 

animals that can be seen inside the precincts of the Chikhaldara Wildlife 

Sanctuary of India include Panthers, Sloth Bears, Sambar, Wild Dogs and Wild 

Boars. The sanctuary also offers panoramic views of the valley situated below. 

There are a number of places near it that are definitely worth having a look at. 
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These include Melghat Tiger Reserve, Gavilgad Fort, Narnala Fort, Pandit Nehru 

Botanical Gardens, Tribal Museum and Semadoh Lake. 

 Doba National Park: Tadoba National Park spreads over 120 sq km, 

which is at an altitude of 200m. It is located 100 km south of Nagpur and 45 km 

north of Chandrapur. It is the oldest national park in Maharashtra. 

 Bharmragarh Sanctuary: Bharmragarh Wildlife Sanctuary has many 

types of wild animals like leopard, jungle fowl, wild boar and sloth bear, barking 

deer, blue bull, peacock and flying squirrel. The entire area is covered with the 

moist deciduous mix forests. 

 Dajipur Bison Sanctuary: Dajipur Bison Sanctuary is situated on the 

border shared by the Kolhapur and Sindhudurg districts of Maharashtra. The 

wildlife sanctuary derives its name from the splendid animal, Bison, which is 

found in abundance here. Situated at an altitude of approximately 1200 m above 

the sea level, the Dajipur Wildlife Sanctuary boasts of a landscape that is 

primarily craggy and mountainous. The area in which the sanctuary is situated 

stands dotted with dense, lush green forests. These forests serve as the abode 

of a large number of wild animals, apart from Bison. These include Wild Deer, 

Chital, Antelopes, Bears, etc 

 Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary: Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary is situated at the 

Tirora Range of Bhandara Forest Division, which comes under the Bhandara 

District of Maharashtra. It is approximately 130 km to the west of Nagpur and 

makes one of the popular excursions from the city. The landscape of Nagzira 

Wildlife Sanctuary comprises of hills and small lakes. The forests covering the 

hills comprise of the southern tropical dry deciduous trees. The wildlife seen at 

the wildlife sanctuary includes 34 species of mammals, 36 species of reptiles and 

4 species of amphibians. The wild animals found here consist of Tigers, 

Panthers, Leopards, Bison, Sloth Bears, Sambar Deer, Four-Headed Antelope, 

Blue Bull, etc. 

 Navegaon National Park: Navegaon National Park is located in the 

Navegaon area of Maharashtra, at a distance of approximately 150 km from 

Nagpur city. It is one of the most popular forest reveres of the Vidarbha region of 

the state and was established in the 18th century. Flowing through the Navegaon 

Wildlife Park is the beautiful 

Navegaon Lake that flows with 

crystal clear water. You can hope to 

see Scarlet Minivets, Paradise Fly 

Catchers, Kingfishers, etc, apart from 

a wide variety of migratory birds. You 

can also spot a number of wild 

animals at the national park, 

including Tigers, Panthers, Bisons, 

Sambars, Nilgais, Chitals, Wild 

boars, Sloth Bears, Wild Dogs, 

Langoors, etc.             Source: maharashtradarshan.in (Navegaon National Park) 
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 Pench National Park: Pench National Park lies nestled in the lower 

southern reaches of the Satpura hills, on the southern boundary of Madhya 

Pradesh. Earlier a wildlife sanctuary, Pench was given the status of a tiger 

reserve in the year 1992, when it was included under the umbrella of "Project 

Tiger". The flora of the Pench Wildlife Sanctuary is basically made up of 

Southern Indian tropical moist deciduous forest. Amongst the commonly seen 

wild animals at the wildlife sanctuary are Jungle Cats, Cheetal, Sambar, Nilgai, 

Jackals, Wild Dogs, Gaurs, Sloth Bear, Chinkara, Langoors. The sanctuary 

boasts of around 39 species of mammals, 13 

species of reptiles and 3 species of amphibians. 

There are also approximately 210 species of 

birds at the park, which includes the migratory 

birds that come here every year. The birds that 

are commonly seen include Peafowl, Red 

Jungle Fowl, Crow Pheasant, Crimson Breasted 

Barbet, Redvented Bulbul, Racket Tailed 

Drongo, Magpie Robin, Lesser Whistling Teal, 

etc.                                     Source: meriyatrra.com (Pench National Park) 

 Katraj Snake Park: Katraj Snake Park is one of the popular conservation 

parks of India, situated on the Pune-Satara Highway. It is known for housing a 

significant population of snakes, birds, turtles, reptiles, etc. Situated at a distance 

of approximately 8 km from the Pune city of Maharashtra, the park was 

established in 1986. 

 Sanjay Gandhi National Park: Sanjay Gandhi National Park, also known 

as the Borivali National Park, is the only national park situated inside the Mumbai 

city. It was given the status of a national park 

in the year 1974 and since then, it has been 

playing home to some of the most exotic 

species of animals and birds. Located in the 

hill ranges around Borivili, the national park is 

the perfect place for the nature lovers coming 

to Bombay city of India. Sanjay Gandhi 

Wildlife Sanctuary is especially known for its 

Lion Safari, through which one can view the 

'Big Cat' from just six feet away.                                          
Source: forum.xcitefun.net (Sanjay Gandhi National Park) 

 The entire vegetation inside the Borivali National Park can be divided into 

two main parts - South Indian Moist Deciduous and Semi Evergreen. The main 

bird species of Borivili National Park are Woodpeckers, Magpies, Jungle Owlets, 

Hornbills, Racket-Tailed Drongos, Minivets, Robins, Peacock, Golden Orioles, & 

Sunbirds. At times, one may also come across Paradise Flycatcher, Kingfisher, 

Swifts, Gulls, Egrets and Herons here. Lions and Leopards are the pride of the 

park. Other major animals found here include Palm Civet, Black Naped Hare, 

Hanuman Langur, Barking Deer, Hyena, Sambhar, Mouse Deer, Rhesus 
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Macaque, Bounet Macaque, Spotted Deer, Indian Flying Fox and Porcupine. The 

reptiles inhabiting the Borivali National Park comprise of Pythons, Cobras, 

Monitor Lizards, Russell's Viper, Bamboo Pit Viper and Ceylonese Cat Snake.xiv  

Hill Stations 

 As the state of Maharashtra is the Home of Sahydri Mountains, the state 

has many appealing hill stations. The Britishers founded most of these hill 

stations during their colonial era to beat the scorching heat. But the beauty and 

the charming glory are still alive in these hill stations. The Western Ghats, which 

form a part of the Sahydri range, has also lots of beautiful hill stations. Hill 

stations of Maharashtra not only attract the foreign tourists but also Indian 

domestic tourists, which are exhausted with the fast urban life. Popular hill 

stations of Maharashtra are Matheran, Lonavala, Khandala, Mahabaleshwar, 

Panchagani, Bhandardara, Malshej Ghat, Amboli, Chikhaldara Panhala, 

Panchgani, Sawantwadi, Toranmal, and Jawahar. It is said that each hill station 

of Maharashtra has unique characteristic and its closeness to a city makes it very 

popular.xv 

Trekking 

 Trekking in Maharashtra might not be that adventurous and risky like any 

Himalayan trekking. It is calm and easy; still it is enjoying and thrilling giving a 

lifetime experience. Sahydris is the most important trekking region in the state. 

Sahyadri is known to be a trekker's paradise with green hills, dotted lakes and 

forests all around. This region is popular for its 

incredible historic forts and wonderful ancient 

Buddhist caves. Having exotic natural locations, 

Rajmachi Fort too is famous for trekking. This 

beautiful place is a historic site as well. Rajmachi 

can be reached via the town of Lonavla along the 

Khandala plateau. Fort trekking can also be done 

at Karla Caves and Bedsa Caves. This trekking is 

long trekking involving different caves.xvi          Source: indiatravelpal.com (Lonavala)  

Lakes 

  Having nearly around 23 

lakes, Thane is popularly known as 

the 'City of Lakes' in Maharashtra. 

Talao Pali Lake, Upvan Lake are 

the most important most crowded 

lakes of the city. It is believed that 

Rankala Lake in Kolhapur is the 

oldest of all lakes in Maharashtra.                                                              
      Source: indiatravelpal.com (Lonavala) 
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Waterfalls 

 Ramkunk Lake in Nashik is popular, as it is believed that Lord Rama and 

Sita used to take bath in this lake during their exile. The Mushi lake near 

Lonavala, Venna lake in Mahabaleshwar, Khindsey 

and Ambazari lakes near Nagpur, Lonar lake in 

Buldhana district, Pashan and Pimpri lakes in Pune 

and the Tansa, Tulsi, Vihar and Powai lakes in 

Mumbai are the lakes which attracts lots of visitors 

and popular as picnic spots where tourist groups 

often go for excursion on weekends and holidays. 

 Dudhsagar waterfall, Thoseghar waterfall, 

Lingmala fall, Dhobi waterfall, and Chinaman's 

waterfall are the important waterfalls in 

Maharashtra. Dudhsagar waterfall, situated at 

Someshwar is a favourite destination for youngsters 

where they come often to liven up their spirits. This 

is one of the best picturesque spots in Nashik. The 

waterfalls are 10m long and the water is milky 

white, so it is called Dudhsagar waterfall. 

Thoseghar, near Satara is famous for its serenity, 

clam and quiet nature.                 Source: bcmtouring.com (Thoseghar falls near Satara) 

 It is a newly developing picnic spot. Thoseghar is really a wonderful place 

where one can enjoy the beauty of the nature. July to November is the best 

season to visit Thoseghar. Dark woods and a clean lake add to the beauty of this 

hilly region. There are also other small waterfalls here, which are about 15-20 

meters high. The highest one is of around 500 meters. Satara is on the Pune - 

Bangalore Highway, and is about 115 km from Pune. Lingmala Falls, Dhobi 

Waterfall, and Chinaman's waterfall are the waterfalls in Mahabaleshwar. July to 

December is the best time to see these waterfalls. Venna Lake is not far from 

here, which is on the way of Panchgani. Dhobi Waterfall is on the bridle path 

connecting Petit Road with Old Mahabaleshwar Road near Lily Cottage. 

Chinaman's Waterfall is on the Carviali Road, which can also reach by the Tiger 

Path Road or from Babington Point. Chinese convicts to cultivate the adjoining 

fields formerly used it; hence the fall is known by this name. Mahabaleshwar is 

120 km from Pune via Panchgani.xvii 

4.4.2 Goa  

 Variously known as "Pearl of the Orient" and a "Tourist Paradise", the 

state of Goa is located on the western coast of India in the coastal belt known as 

Konkan.The magnificent scenic beauty and the architectural splendours of its 

temples, churches and old houses have made Goa a firm favourite with travellers 

around the world. 
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 But then, Goa is much more than just beaches and sea. It has a soul 

which goes deep into unique history, rich culture and some of the prettiest natural 

scenery that India has to offer.Much of the real Goa is in its interiors, both inside 

its buildings and in the hinterland away from the coastal area.xviii 

Wildlife  

 Bhagvan Mahavir Wildlife Sanctuary and Mollem National Park: 

Situated along the North East border of Goa at Molem, about one-and-a-half 

hours’ journey from Panaji (60 kms), the Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife Sanctuary 

covers 240 sq.kms of thick forest clad slopes on the Western Ghats and its 

valleys and is the biggest of the three sanctuaries of Goa. Rich in wildlife, it is a 

paraside for bird watchers. Besides flora and fauna, there are many important 

geological and historical features in this sanctuary. Dushsagar falls, about an 

hour’s journey from Colem by train, is a feast for the eyes. The ‘Devil Canyon’ is 

another beautiful geological 

spot. The famous Lord 

Mahadeva Temple situated at 

Tambdi Surla is about 13 kms 

from Molem. The Department 

of Tourism has built 

comfortable cottages and 

dormitories for tourists. Entry 

fee Rs.10/- per adult, Rs.5/- per 

child and Rs.3/- per student.         Source: goawildwatch.blogspot.com (Mollem National 

Park, Goa) 

 Bondla Forest: 52 kms. from Panaji and 36 kms. from Margao, it is the 

smaller of the three wildlife sanctuaries of Goa. More then a sanctuary, it is an 

ideal jungle resort, a major attraction for school going children and nature lovers. 

Its mini zoological Park, Deer Safari Park, , Botanical gardens, Nature Education 

Centre, wildlife and nature trails, and archaeological exhibit attract people 

through the year. Comfortable cottages are available here for tourists. 

 Cotigao Wildlife Sanctuary: The second largest of the three wildlife 

sanctuaries in Goa, with an area of 105 sq. kms. is located about 76 kms. from 

Panaji, in Cancona Taluka in South Goa.. It is covered with dense forest and 

varied wildlife. The ancient Jeevottam Partagal Math, noted for its Vedic studies, 

lies in the vicinity of the sanctuary. 

 Dr. Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary: Spread over 1.78 Sq. kms. and located at 

the western tip of the island of Chorao along the river Mandovi near Panaji, it is 

fully covered with mangrove species. Varieties of local as well as migratory birds 

frequently visit the area. This sanctuary can be visited anytime of the year with 

the permission of the Chief Wildlife Warden, Forest Department, Junta House, 

Panaji – Goa. The Sanctuary is approachable on foot after crossing over by ferry 

from Ribandar to Chorao. There area some private parties who take tourists 

around in their canoes fitted with outboard motors.xix 
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Caves 

 Arvalem Caves: The celebrated caves of Arvalem, found in a remote 

area but not far from the temple of Rudreshwar, are of great archaeological 

interest. Cave No. 2 has a Shivalinga with a circular top with Sanskrit and Brahmi 

characters dating back to the 7th century A.D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: focuztours.wordpress.com (Arvalem Caves, Goa) 

Waterfall 

 Arvalem Waterfalls : Descending from the temple of Rudreshwar, one 

catches sight of a majestic waterfall cascading from a height of f about 70 ft. to 

form a sizeable lake at the bottom—a tempting sight to seasoned swimmers. 

  Dudhsagar Waterfalls: 10 kms from Colem Railway Station, these 

majestic falls are accessible by train. Water plummets hundreds of feet in a milky 

foam in one of Goa’s most spectacular sights which is also a lifeline to the 

ecosystem of the Bhagwan Mahavir sanctuary.. A popular destination for hikers 

and trekkers, the waterfall is also accessible by jeep through the sanctuary. 

However, one needs to obtain permission in advance from the Department of 

Forests at Junta House, Panaji. 

Lakes/ springs 

 Mayem Lake: Surrounded amidst rolling green hills in Bicholim this lake 

is an ideal picnic spot with boating facilities. Comfortable cottage accommodation 

is available. 

 Carambolim Lake: Adding to the charm of the quiet village of 

Carambolim is the scenic reservoir fringed by lush greenery. Migratory birds seek 

this verdant landscape every year till the end of the season. The cacophony of 80 

different varieties of birds is unbelievable, tending to their young in the mixed 

heronries on the aquatic vegetation. Jacanas with their iridescent colours and the 

spectacular purple moorhens can be seen delicately treading over the floating 

vegetation. 

 Netravalli Lake- Budbudyachi Tali: This lake in Sanguem Taluka has 

unique characteristics. Continuous bubbles emerge from the lake surface, and 

upon clapping the intensity of the bubbles grow, with live springs suddenly 

gushing out. 
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 Kesarval Spring: 22kms from Panaji, the spring emerges from hard and 

compact rocks and people bathe in its water with strong belief that ts has 

medicinal properties. 

 Pomburpa Spring: The natural spring at Pomburpa, situated on the 

outskirts of Bardez taluka, about 30 km from here, is one of the major centres of 

attraction for domestic and foreign tourists. Known for its medicinal values, the 

spring water is used for bathing by ailing men and women who throng the spot 

throughout the year. 

 Boca De Vaca: Situated next to the Mahalaxmi Temple, the Boca de 

Vaca spring is one of the two springs that exist in Panaji Goa. The appearance of 

this Portuguese- built structure that remains aglow with soft decorative light in the 

evening gives it a name 'Boca De Vaca' literally meaning 'the face of the cow'. 

Spice Plantations 

 Savoi Plantations - Spice of 

Life: Located at Savoi Ponda, 25 kms 

from Panaji and 15 kms from Ponda, it 

is one of the oldest tropical plantations. 

With intercropping of spices with 

coconuts, betel nuts, pineapples and 

other fruits. Experience typical Goan 

Hindu cuisine served in mud pots and 

banana leaf. En route to the plantation 

one can visit a cashewnut factory and 

Ananta temple, submerged partly in 

water.                                                      Source: getsetgoa.com (Spice plantations in Goa) 

 Tropical Spice Plantation I: The plantation is located in Keri in Ponda 

Taluka. Visitors are welcomed with herbal tea followed by a guided tour of the 

plantation. On return, enjoy a local meal served on a banana frond. 

 Pascoal Spice Village: Located near the village of Khandepar, 8 kms. 

from Ponda National Highway (NH) 4 A., the lower end of the property is 

bounded by a tributary of the Mandovi River. A wide variety of spice plants and 

cash crops is grown here. For visitors there is restaurant with an open-air party 

facility along with boating, 

  Rustic Plantation: Situated on the extreme North-East of Goa at 

Dongruli village, Thane, Valpoi, Sattari, the plantation is a rejuvenating 

experience of a lifetime. Nestled in a valley amidst verdant grass and fruit 

bearing trees an rivulets, Rustic Plantation is an ideal getaway.. 

 Sahakar Spice Farm: This spice farm on the Ponda-Belgaum Road, 

Curti, Ponda offers a guided tour of the plantation and an authentic budget village 

lunch on a banana leaf, besides a traditional welcome. 

 Sai Herbarium: Presents a superb, eco-tourism natural spot with herbal 

gardens which includes medicinal and aromatic plants. The spice plantation, 

cultivated by pure organic farming methods, has been maintained in its natural 
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ecology amidst a peaceful and relaxing atmosphere. Visitors can enjoy delicious 

Goan as well as Indian cuisine. Contact: C/o. Sai Organic Farm & Herbarium, 

Savoi Verem, Ponda-Goa 403 401. Tel: 2340308. 

 Parvati Madav Park Plantation: Situated in Keri village in Ponda, 30 

kms. from Panaji. The place is gifted with natural beauty with plants arranged in 

scientific classification and categorized according to one’s psychological, 

aesthetic and spiritual needs and grown in well demarcated plots. 

Turtle Nesting Sites 

 Morjim, Galgibag and Agonda beaches – the largest nesting places of the 

giant Olive Ridley turtle. An amazing phenomenon of nature, this is a regular 

annual occurrence. While earlier it was a hunting ground for sea turtles, today it 

is a modal conservation centre. 

Rock Art 

 The discovery of rare Stone Age rock carvings at Kajur, Panasaimol of 

Pirla village in Sanguem Taluka and Mauxi in Sattari Taluka has opened new 

vistas and thrown up new challenges to historians and archaeologists. The State 

Museum of Goa in Panaji has created a model of this entire site of Panasaimol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: getsetgoa.com (Turtle nesting, Morjim Beach in Goa) 

Ancestral Goa, Big Foot 

 Located in Loutulim, 9 kms from Margao, this centre for art, culture and 

environment is an aesthetically developed open air site designed to illustrate 

Goa’s traditional past. Set in eco-

friendly surroundings, this mock 

up village traces 100 years of 

Goa’s lifestyle and heritage. A 

giant size footprint, Big Foot, the 

only designer dance floor in Goa, 

is used as a venue for the 

promotion of dance, music and 

traditional culture. 
                                                       Source: planetsafari.blogspot.com (Sculptures at Big Foot, Goa) 
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Botanical Garden 

 The Garca Branca Bed and Breakfast Resort and Ayurvedic Botanical 

Garden is located in Loutolim, Goa, India and offers the finest, authentic.Goan 

vacation experience to visitors from around the world. The Garca Branca is the 

ancestral home of the C.J. Mascarenhas family with genealogical history that has 

been traced back to the mid-1800s to Cupertino Joel Mascarenhas and his wife 

Divina Sobrinho. Cupertino was an avid naturalist and helped manage the local 

waterfowl population and wetlands. And it was his passion for birds that earned 

him his nickname, “Bokem”, which means white heron in the local dialect of 

Konkani. Wishing to keep the spirit of Bokem Mascarenhas alive in the recently 

renovated home, his resident descendant, Carlos Jose Mascarenhas has named 

the home “The Garca Branca”, the Portuguese translation of white heron. 

Other Attractions 

 Bambar Sacred Groves: Located at Bambar in Sattari Taluka, this is the 

abode of rare medicinal plants. The swamp forest has great ecological 

significance with numerous aerial roots. This grove is known to have existed for 

the last 250 years. 

 Cumbarjua Canal: The 15 km stretch of water links Zuari with the 

Mandovi river. A vibrant mangrove habitat, it is home to fresh water or marsh 

crocodiles and migratory birds. Boat cruise packages provide visitors most a 

memorable experience. The enchanting river journey takes one to the 

picturesque backwaters. 

 Satpal Arboretum: Established in 1972, about 3 kms from Mollem, a 

number of research plots have been laid here. The arboretum is ideally suited to 

meet the requirement of students in their fields studies. 

 Salaulim Dam: The monochromatic landscape, its silent, serene 

splendor beckons the traveller to relax in the secluded warmth of nature. A quaint 

picnic spot ideal for a languorous break, a drive such places is always an 

exhilarating and memorable experience. 

 Goa Chitra Ethnographic Museum: Housed in Mondo-Waddo, 

Benaulim, this lovingly collected museum exhibits agrarian Goa, with 

predominantly old agricultural and farming tools and equipment on display. A 

must-see for visitors. 

4.4.3 Diu   

 Diu is a union territory spanning about 40 sq km off Gujarat’s Saurashtra 

coast. The Diu fort dominates the townscape from its eastern end. Built in 1535 

when the Portuguese first took control. It has an impressive double moat which is 

worth visiting. During the Christmas the activities are shifted to St.Paul’s Church 

which was built in 1610 with an elaborate and imposing white façade, carved 

arched doorway and vaulted interiors. Another church dating from the 17th 
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century, St.Thomas Church houses Diu Museum. The main areas of attraction at 

Diu are beaches, especially Nagoa beach, Ahmedpur Mandvi and Goghla 

beaches which also have water sports facilities. There are restaurants along the 

seafront Road leading to the Fort.xx 

Sea Shell Museum - Nagoa, Diu  

 First museum in Asia which 

has maximum sea shells. First 

museum in World where sea shells 

are displayed in magnifying glass of 

various sizes. The collection of 

about 2500 to 3000 sea shells in 

museum. 

 

 
Source: thewandercollection.wordpress.com (Sea Shell Museum - Nagoa, Diu) 

Water Sports, Diu  

 The water sports facilities are available at Nagoa and Ghoghla Beach. 

There are various sorts of water sports facilities available such as Parasailing, 

Water Scooter Riding, Boat Sailing etc. In addition to this there is availability of 

Evening Boat Cruise at Diu Bunder. This facility is managed by Diu 

administration. The Evening Cruise ride starts from 7:30 P.M to 8:30 P.M with 

Music, Masti and light refreshments. 

4.5 Check Your Progress 

 

1. What do you mean by Coastal Tourism & Recreation? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Name any three beaches in Maharashtra? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Name any two beaches in Goa? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. Name any two beaches in Diu? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Name two sanctuaries in Maharashtra? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. Name two sanctuaries/ National Parks in Goa? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Name two waterfalls in Goa? 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

4.6 Summary 

 After going through this unit on beaches & natural manifestations, you 

must have understood about the famous beaches & natural bounties present in 

Maharashtra, Goa & Diu.   

 The various famous beaches of Goa are Agonda, Candolim, Calangute, 

Dona Paula. The beaches are known to witness a massive footfall throughout the 

year. Goa is blessed with splendid diversity of wildlife, culture as well as 

landforms also.  

 The beaches in Maharashtra fringe many historically important sites - 

temples, forts, churches. There are a number of wildlife sanctuaries & National 

parks which offer splendid opportunities to see a wide variety of wildlife in the 

spectacular natural setting.  

 A beautiful blend of sea, sand and sun, Diu is a God's gift. Also, this tiny 

island of breeze, beauty and serenity situated off the southern tip of the 

Saurashtra (Kathiawar) peninsula of Gujarat, is a picture of calmness with superb 

beaches and a fascinating history. 

 After going through this block, students you would have understood about 

the cultural & natural significance about the states of Maharashtra, Goa & Diu. 

These aspects play a important role in tourism of these states. 
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4.7 Clues to Answer 

Check your progress 

1. Refer Sec 4.3 

2. Refer Sec 4.3 

3. Refer Sec 4.3 

4. Refer Sec 4.3 

5. Refer Sec 4.4 

6. Refer Sec 4.4 

7. Refer Sec 4.4 
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UNIT 5: POPULAR MONUMENTS & 
HISTORICAL SITES 

STRUCTURE 
5.1 Objectives 
5.2 Introduction 
5.3 Popular Monuments  
5.4 Historical sites 
5.5 Check Your Progress 
5.6 Summary 
5.7 Clues to Answer 

 

5.1 Introduction 
 Andhra Pradesh Tourism has always been the frontrunner in attracting 
greatest number of tourists, inland and foreign, as it boasts of a naturally, 
ecologically, culturally and religiously rich and diverse variety of tourist 
destinations that are treasures of visual treat where one can continuously explore 
new experiences of visitor gratification and delight. Bounding in natural 
resources, the state of Andhra Pradesh having the longest eastern coastline and 
with a trail of Buddha Period glory, houses and holds many heritage sites 
adorned with pristine splendour, the forts, citadels and architectural masterpieces 
built by the past Royal hegemony and its noble Emperors. The magnificent 
palaces and places, monuments, memorials, tombs and stately structures built 
by them reflect the art and craftsmanship, architecture and culture that originated 
on this land.xx 
 Karnataka is a tapestry of colours, cultures, flavours, landscapes, 
timelessness and heart- stopping beauty. A place where vibrant worlds 
seamlessly meld into one another, every few hundred kilometres. Sedate plains 
suddenly rise to dizzying mist-covered hilly heights, and then plunge with 
careless abandon in a white-water freefall, to become languid rivers that flow 
past cities - cities where time has stopped altogether, and cities where time 
rushes a relentless rush to keep up with the world; cities that sometimes escape 
into the deep quiet of thick forests and sometimes, stretch their arms wide open 
to embrace the sea. Host to some of India's largest and most powerful dynasties, 
the state has across the centuries, carried a legacy of art and culture as varied 
as its geography - making it, by all means, a 191,791 square kilometre trail of 
whimsy.xx 
 Unit 5 gives detailed information about popular monuments and Historical 
sites in India with special reference to Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. These 
states have got a large number of monuments. 

5.2 Objectives 
 After going through the Unit 1 on Popular Monuments & Historical Sites 
with a special reference to Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh, you would be able to:  
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 Understand the popular monuments present in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Know about the Historical sites in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Understand the role of Heritage & Architecture in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of monuments & Historical sites in Karnataka & 
Andhra Pradesh. 

5.3 Popular Monuments  
 A large number of popular monuments are present in Karnataka & 
Andhra Pradesh. The states of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh lie on the 
threshold of India’s Deep South, straddling the subcontinent from the lush 
Konkan and Coromandel coasts via the largely inhospitable Deccan plateau. 
Draws include the regions’ beautiful boulder scenery and evocative ruined cities, 
impressive ancient temples, palaces and ruined forts. These states occupy the 
buffer zone between north and south India – the region historically referred to as 
‘the Deccan’. A high tableland whose dark, volcanic soils and temperate, dry 
climate provide perfect growing conditions for cotton, the plateau and its rich 
agriculture for centuries supported India’s richest and most powerful dynasties, 
including the Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas and Hoysalas. 
 The greatest of all the Deccani kingdoms, however, was one which rose 
to prominence in the 15th and 16th centuries. From their resplendent capital at 
Hampi, on the Tungabhadra River, the Vijayanagar kings ruled an empire 
stretching from coast to coast, and south as far as the tip of India. But in 1565, a 
confederacy of Muslim princedoms laid waste to the city, ushering in a period of 
Islamic rule that would endure across the Deccan until the British victory over 
Tipu Sultan at the Battle of Srirangapatnam in 1799.  
 An extraordinary wealth of Indo-Islamic monuments lies scattered over 
modern Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, which today number among the most 
prosperous states in India. xx 

5.3.1 Karnataka 
 Monuments of Karnataka are the witness of its rich culture and tradition. It 
is the land which experienced some of the great ancient dynasties of India and 
hosts numerous spots of its long history for tourists. Apart from the dense forests, 
beautiful beaches and hills this state consists a number of ancient sculptured 
temple monuments and heritage monuments. Karnataka is the state which ranks 
second highest for its nationally protected monuments. The State Directorate of 
Archaeology and Museums protects its 752 monuments whereas a lot of 
monuments are in the queue to receive protection. 
 Bangalore Palace: The Bangalore Palace was started in 1862 and 
completed in the year 1944. It is designed on the lines of the Windsor Castle in 
England and was constructed by Rev. Garrett. Rev. Garrett was the principal of 
the Central High School in Bangalore, which is now known as the Central 
College. In 1884, Chamaraja Wodeyar, the Maharaja of Mysore, bought this 
palace. This palace is located in the heart of the city of Bangalore and is 
encircled with beautiful gardens. Primarily made of wood, the Bangalore Palace 
is famed for its carvings and paintings. At present, it is owned by the descendant 
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of the royal family of Mysore, Srikanta Datta Narshimharaja Wadiyar. The palace 
ground is now used for holding musical concerts and other public events. Several 
rock bands and rock stars have performed here like the Black Eyed Peas, Sting, 
Scorpions, Deep Purple, Aerosmith, The Rolling Stones, Bryan Adams and Iron 
Maiden. 

 
Source: atozallnews.blogspot.com (Bangalore Palace) 

 The palace was built in the Tudor style architecture with impressive 
towers, battlements and turrets. The interiors of the palace were decorated with 
woodcarvings, floral motifs, cornices and relief paintings on the ceiling. The 
furniture of the palace was neo-classical, Victorian and Edwardian in style and 
consisted of thirty-five rooms with most of them being bedrooms.xx 
 Mysore Palace: The Mysore Palace, once the residence of the 
Maharajas of Mysore is one of the largest palaces of its kind in India and one of 
the most splendid. The Mysore Palace dominates the skyline of Mysore and it 
has beautifully designed square towers at cardinal points, covered with domes. It 
is a three-storied structure, built in Indo-Saracenic style with domes, turrets, 
arches and colonnades; the palace is a treasure house of exquisite carvings and 
works of art from all over the world. The tastefully decorated and intricately 
carved doors open into luxuriously decorated rooms.  

 
Source: benchmarkholidays.com (Mysore Palace) 
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 Henry Irwin, the British consultant architect of Madras state, designed it. 
The palace was originally built of wood, which got burnt down in 1897 AD and 
was rebuilt in 1912 AD, by the twenty-fourth Wodeyar Raja. Mysore Palace 
Intricately carved doors, the golden howdah (elephant seat), paintings as well as 
the fabulous, jewel encrusted golden throne (displayed during Dussehra) are 
amongst the palace`s other treasures. The walled palace complex houses the 
Residential Museum (incorporating some of the Palace`s living quarters), 
temples and shrines including the Shwetha Varahaswamy temple. The palace is 
illuminated on Sundays, Public Holidays as well as during the Dussehra 
Celebrations when 97,000 electric bulbs are used to illuminate it.xx 
 Hampi: From atop the Matanga Hill at daybreak, Hampi is every inch the 
capital city of a golden empire. Though what lies before are but the bones of an 
enchantress, who once had the whole world in her sway, Hampi is far from what 
one would call ruins. Once visited by the Portuguese, Arabs, Persians and 
Orientals, the capital city of Vijayanagara, has only grown in popularity across the 
centuries. And no surprise that! Every bend in the road is punctuated by a 14th 
century, if not older, temple; perched on nearly every hillock is a four-pillared 
canopy-like monument and its entire horizon, pixilated by huge gestalt-ish 
boulders. The regal 9-storey tall gopura of the Virupaksha Temple, where Siva is 
believed to have married Parvati, watches over the city like a specially-appointed 
god - its memory of magnificence and grandeur forever etched in stone. 
 Hampi gives an impression of preserving itself for the past to resume. The 
wedding ceremony of Shiva and Parvati is celebrated every year at the 
Virupaksha Temple, as it has been for centuries. The long bazaar avenues stand 
in expectant silence, as if waiting for that kind of commerce to resume, where 
diamonds and precious stones were used as currency. In the evenings, like a 
zillion dusks before, the dying rays of the sun turn the entire Vijaya Vittala 
Temple to gold; a sight which is as much a wonder as the temple's 56 musical 
pillars that produce the sounds of 56 different musical instruments.  

 
Source: archaeology.about.com (Ruins of Hampi) 

 The Royal Enclosure waits in readiness for its sandalwood halls to be 
returned, the massive elephant stables, the Lotus Mahal - shaped like a lotus 
blossoming in the sun, the Hazararama Palace temple with intricate stories 
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carved over its every side and the Mahanavmi Dibba or the Victory Platform still 
majestic and proud await to fall back into routine. The sheer detail of the carvings 
and the number of sculptures speak of a race of artisans that weren't quite done 
in their business of outdoing each other in craftsmanship. Monolithic structures 
carved out of a single rock-the imposing Lakshmi Narasimha, the majestic Stone 
Chariot, the massive Ganesha statues, the Badavilinga are proof of the brilliance 
that was once envied. Cross the Tungabadra River over to the ancient capital of 
Anegundi and there are leisurely roads to traverse, myths to chase and boulders 
to scale and dive off, into the waiting arms of the Sanapur Lake. Hampi has 
challenged time, survived the centuries and lived to tell the tale. And, they say, if 
you listen carefully enough, you might learn a thing or two on how to do the 
same. 
 Halebeedu: Halebeedu, before it became Halebeedu or the destroyed 
city, was the second capital of the Hoysalas and went by the name 
Dwarasamudra. Today, the Hoysaleshwara Temple, though the sole survivor of 
all the grandeur that once was, hitherto the plunder of successive invaders, still 
tells a mean tale. 
 Belur-Halebeedu-Shravanabelagola: Karnatakas Golden Triangle is a 
pilgrimage of every sort. In this day and age of TV evangelists and revival 
movements, to see human devotion manifested by such immeasurable beauty 
and sheer workmanship that has survived centuries, makes the journey from 
Belur to Halebeedu and to Shravanabelagola a litany of a different sort. Prayer 
might be the last thing on your mind as you marvel at that intricacy of the 
carvings at the Chennakesava Temple or while you absentmindedly accept the 
prasad at the Hoysalaeshwara Temple, and it would take a really devout pilgrim 
to focus on god while panting and wheezing up the 600-odd step climb to 
Shravanabelagola - but nevertheless, youre following the path a pilgrim set 
towards god. If not anything else, it awakens you to the god in you and opens 
your mind to the extent of human creation. 

 
Source: ajaysekher.net (Hoysaleshwara temple) 
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 Tens of thousands carvings representing action-packed sequences from 
the Hindu myths chipped from black soapstone cover the length and breadth of 
the Chennakesava Temple. As you go from one magical carving to the next, 
along the temples star shaped platform in almost-reverent wonder, youre 
unwitting tracing the path of the pradakshana like the devout Hoysalas once did. 
The same applies to the Hoyasaleshwara Temple at Haleebedu - the erstwhile 
capital of the Hoysalas - that again is made out of black soapstone, but with 
bigger and more intricate sculptures. Your heart breaks with your guides, when 
he tells you about the fall of Haleebedu - back then known as Dwarasamudra - at 
the hands of Alauddin Kiljis and Muhammad Tughlaks armies, like it was just 
yesterday. 
 While one side of this journey is about the fall of a kingdom, the other is 
about a prince renouncing his kingdom for a different kind. Shravanabelagola is a 
tribute to Bahubali's journey to becoming Gometeshwara - and, with its steep 
climb, is in every way symbolic of the restraint required of the Jain faith. All of 
1000 years, Gometeshwara stands at 52-ft - easily one of the largest monoliths in 
the world, while everything under his gaze marks vital milestones in the history of 
Jainism. The climb up the Indragiri isnt easy, and yet at Shravanabelagola you 
push both your spirit and your body like a regular pilgrim in pursuit of absolution. 
And at the end of it, you find youve gotten closer to yourself. If that isnt finding 
god, then what is?xx 
 Aihole: Known as the cradle of temple architecture, Aihole is an 
experience of time travelling, by all means. A quiet village where centuries-old 
temples have been let alone to grow old in peace, history rests in equanimity at 
this former capital of the Badami Chalukyas. Temples from the fifth century to the 
fourteenth century stand no further than a few yards from another, taking you 
through a fascinating, evolutionary passage of art and architecture.xx 
The rock-cut Hindu temple of Ravana Phadi in Aihole, Karnataka, was made 
during 550 AD. The temple of Ravana Phadi was once decorated with stunning 
paintings and artworks, but due to lack of proper preservation only remnants of 
paintings on ceiling still remains. Aihole, which used to the capital during the rule 
of Chalukya dynasty, consists of 125 temples, of which, most are rock cut Hindu 
temples.  
 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Ravana Phadi cave at Aihole) 
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The Ravana Phadi temple is cut in rock, and Lord Shiva is worshipped in the 
temple.xx 
 
Belur  
Once the capital city of the Hoysala dynasty, Belur is home to the Chennakesava 
Temple known as the 'jewel in stone' - a title it's held unsurpassed since 1116 
AD. With nearly ten thousand intricately carved sculptures that bring to life, 
stories from the Hindu myths and routine from the day and age of the Hoysalas, 
this temple dedicated to the "beautiful" avatar of Vishnu, is indeed the epitome of 
beauty.xx 
 
Gol Gumbaz 
The most famous monument in Bijapur is the Gol Gumbaz, a mausoleum of 
Muhammad Adil Shah II (1627-57). It is the largest and most conspicuous 
building in Bijapur and one of the most celebrated in India. The Gumbaz was built 
during the peak of architectural prowess of the Adil Shahi dynasty of Bijapur, 
probably in an attempt to outdo the spectacular tomb of Ibrahim Adil Shah II, the 
Father of Adil Shah II. The monument was constructed in 1659 by a master 
builder, Yaqut of Dabul. However the building could not be completed according 
to plan, perhaps because construction started towards the end of Adil Shah`s 
reign. It covers an area of 18,225 square feet which is bigger than the better 
known Pantheon in Rome which is 14,996 square feet. Undoubtedly, it is one of 
the largest single chamber structures in the world. 

 
Source: m-o-m-a.blogspot.com (Gol Gumbaz at Bijapur) 

The Bidar Fort is one of the most impressive monuments dotting the landscape 
of Bidar, Karnataka. It was originally constructed by the rulers of the Chalukya 
dynasty in the eight century AD and later renovated by succeeding dynasties. 
The fort reached the height of its architectural glory under the Mughal dynasty. 
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Situated at a height of 2200 feet, the Bidar fort provides a picturesque view from 
the top overlooking the Manjira River Valley. 
 
Bidar-Fort 
Bidar-Fort The construction of the fort is a marvel to behold. It has been built of 
local laterite and trapstone of a circumference of 9-5 km (6 miles).The fort is 
protected on the North and the East by a steep hillside, and in the South and 
West by a triple moat with the intervening hedges hewn from solid rock. The 
fortifications are extremely strong with thirty seven bastions some of which still 
have heavy ordinance. The fort has a total of seven gateways apart from the 
main entrance from the city.  

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Turkish Mahal - Bidar Fort) 

The main gateway was constructed by Sultan Ahmad Shah Wali of the Bahamani 
dynasty in the year 1429.Te other seven gateways are the Mandu Darwaza, 
Kalmadgi Darwaza, the Delhi Darwaza, Kalyan Darwaza, Karnatak Darwaza and 
the postern and side gate. Long serpentine tunnels lead to the Eastern 
gateways.xx 
 
Raichur Fort 
Raichur Fort is one of the major monuments of Karnataka. It is located in the old 
town of Raichur midway between the Krishna River and Tungabhadra River. 
When Bijapur secured independence in 1489, Raichur was its first capital. The 
fort is situated on top of the hill that bounds Raichur. The Raichur Fort was built 
in 1294 by the rulers of the Kakatiya dynasty of Warangal. According to an 
inscription on a slab in the Western wall, it was built by Raja Vitthala on the 
orders of the Raja Gore Gangayya Raddivaru, the minister of the Kakatiya 
Queen Rudramani Devi. 

 
It is a picturesque sight rising 290 feet above the plain with double lines of 
fortification. Both Hindu as well as Muslim influences can be seen in the 
construction of the fort. The inner walls which have been constructed with huge 
blocks of stones which are held together without any cementing material in 
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between them, are said to be the work of the Hindus. In the Hindu fortification, 
there are two gateways- the Sailani Darwaza in the West and the Sikandari 
Darwaza in the East. The Sikandari Darwaza formed the eastern entrance of the 
Hindu fortifications. There are two arched entrances in the gateway- one facing 
the west and the other facing south. The one facing east, once crowned with a 
battlemented parapet is now in a ruined state. The Sailani Darwaza draws its 
name from the name of a saint, Pir Sailani Shah.xx 
 
Yellur fort 
Yellur fort in Karnataka is situated in the Yellur village of Belgaum. Its real name 
is Rajhansgad but derives its name from being in proximity to Yellur village. It is 
about 19.4 kilometers from Belgaum via the National Highway No 4A. It is 
accessible via two wheelers only to a certain extent that is only till the base of the 
mountain. Further route has to be covered via foot. This also makes for a great 
place to go trekking owing to its mountainous nature. This fort is attracted by all 
the nature lovers and adventure lovers in Belgaum.xx 
 
Somnathpur 
Situated in the unobtrusive village of Somnathpur, 35km from Mysore, the 
exquisitely carved, star-shaped Kesava temple with triple towers is a perfect 
example of Hoysala architecture. The friezes on its outer walls with their 
intricately carved rows of caparisoned elephants, charging horsemen, and 
mythological birds and beasts will leave you spellbound. Beautifully sculpted 
images of gods, goddesses, and scenes from the epics, as well as the 
remarkably ornate ceilings in the pillared hall will take your breath away.xx 
 
Chitradurga 
Chitradurga, on the highway linking Bangalore with Hospet, is famed for its 
massive Kallina Kote (Palace of Stone) fort, a marvel of military architecture 
made impregnable by the Nayak Palegars. 

 
Source: ugo.cn (Hidimbeshwara Temple)  

By: Vedamurthy J 
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It has 19 gateways, 38 posterior entrances, a palace, a mosque, granaries, oil 
pits, four secret entrances, and water tanks. Amidst rocky surroundings inside 
the fort complex on the hill are many temples. Ekanatha Temple and 
Chandravalli Caves are worth visiting. The Hidimbeshwara Temple is the oldest 
temple on the site. Other places of tourist interest in Chitradurga district are 
Brahmagiri, Vanivalas Sagar, Nayakanakatte, Jogimatti, Jattinga and 
Rameswara.xx 
 
Kolar 
The once-capital of the Ganga Kingdom is also a place worth exploring. Visit the 
famous Kolaramma Temple, originally built by the Gangas and later renovated by 
the Cholas. Some of the other spots to visit here are the Someshwara Temple 
built during the Hoysala period, a shrine with its attractive individual stucco 
figures of Sapta Matrikas, and the Makbara with the grave of Haider Alis 
relatives. Apart from temples, there are beautiful hillocks overlooking the town of 
Kolar, providing ideal trekking tracks for adventure enthusiasts. Kolar is reputed 
for its country blanket (Kambli).xx 
 

Andhra Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh, a state in South India is famous for its golden beaches, famous 
temples, water falls, Borra and Belum caves and several other natural beauties. 
Apart from these attractions, this state is also blessed with lots of famous 
heritage monuments representing the magnificent architecture and intricate work. 
A sense of maneuver, mystery and romance is present behind the creation of the 
monuments of Andhra Pradesh. Few of its renowned monuments in the state are 
Charminar, Chandragiri Fort, Golconda Fort, Chowmahalla Palace, Falaknuma 
Palace etc. The Charminar, built in 1591 AD, is as much the signature of 
Hyderabad as the Taj Mahal is of Agra or the Eiffel Tower is of Paris. Sultan 
Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah, the fifth ruler of the Qutb Shahi dynasty built 
Charminar. The English name is a transliteration and combination of the Urdu 
words Char and Minar, translating to "Four Towers"; the eponymous towers are 
ornate minarets attached and supported by four grand arches. The landmark has 
become a global icon of Hyderabad, listed among the most recognized structures 
of India. The Charminar is on the east bank of Musi river. To the northeast lies 
the Laad Bazaar and in the west end lies the granite-made richly ornamented 
Makkah Masjid. He built this famous structure to commemorate the elimination of 
a plague epidemic from this city. He is said to have prayed for the end of a 
plague that was ravaging his city and vowed to build a masjid (Islamic mosque) 
at the very place where he was praying. Charminar has the signature style of 
Islamic architecture. This great tribute to aesthetics looks sturdy and solid from a 
distance and, as one moves closer, it emerges as an elegant and romantic 
edifice proclaiming its architectural eminence in all its detail and dignity. 
Charminar is a beautiful and impressive square monument. 
 
Tirumala Temple 
The world famous Tirumala Temple is located in the hill town of Tirumala in 
Tirupati, Chittoor District. Tirupati is famous for Sri Venkateswara Swamy temple 
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dedicated to Lord Venkateswara.It is around 600 km (370 mi) from Hyderabad, 
138 km (86 mi) from Chennai and 291 km (181 mi) from Bangalore. 
 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Tirumala temple) 

Tiru means 'Holy' or 'Sacred' and mala means hills/mountain in Dravidian 
languages. Therefore it translates as Holy mountains. The Tirumala Hill is 853m 
above sea level and is about 10.33 square miles (27 km2) in area. It comprises 
seven peaks, representing the seven heads of Adisesha, thus earning the name 
Seshachalam. The seven peaks are called Seshadri, Neeladri, Garudadri, 
Anjanadri, Vrushabhadri, Narayanadri, and Venkatadri. The temple is on 
Venkatadri (also known as Venkatachala or Venkata Hill), the seventh peak, and 
is also known as the "Temple of Seven Hills". The presiding deity of the temple is 
Lord Venkateswara, a form of the Hindu god Vishnu. Venkateswara is known by 
other names: Balaji, Govinda, and Srinivasa. The temple lies on the southern 
banks of Sri Swami Pushkarini, a holy water tank. The temple complex 
comprises a traditional temple building, with a number of modern queue aand 
pilgrim lodging sites. The temple is the richest pilgrimage center, after the Sree 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, of any faith.xx 
 
Golconda Fort 
Originally a mud fort founded by the Kakatiya Kings of Warangal during the 13th 
century, Golconda attained glory under the Qutub Shahi dynasty (1518 to 1687). 
This is where the priceless Kohinoor diamond was found. One of the famous 
forts of India, an added attraction here is an enchanting sound & light show in the 
evenings. 

 
One of the most interesting look of Golconda Fort is its system of acoustics. The 
sounds of hands clapped at the entry gate can be heard clearly at 'Bala Hissar', 
the highest point, a kilometre away. 
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Source: yohyoh.com (Golconda Fort) 

 
You can enjoy Golconda Fort with the sound and light, the show that brings the 
legend of Golconda to life.xx 
Qutub Shahi Tombs 
The tombs of the legendary Qutub Shahi kings lie about a kilometre away from 
Banjara Darwaza of the Golconda Fort. They are on the way to Gachibowli. 
Planned and built by the Qutub Shahis themselves, these tombs are said to be 
the oldest historical monuments in Hyderabad.  

 
Source: meriyatrra.com (Qutub Shahi Tombs) 

They form a large group and stand on a raised platform. The tombs are built in 
Persian, Pathan and Hindu architectural styles using grey granite, with stucco 
ornamentation, the only one of its kind in the world where an entire dynasty has 
been buried at one place.xx 
 
Chowmahalla Palace 
Once regarded as the center of Hyderabad, the magnificent Chowmahalla 
Palace was the seat of the Asaf Jahi dynasty where the Nizams entertained their 
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official guests and royal visitors. Built over 200 years ago, Chowmahalla is 
renowned for its unique style and elegance.A synthesis of many architectural 
styles and influences, the Palace Complex has been meticulously restored. 
All ceremonial functions including the accession of the Nizams and receptions for 
the Governor-General were held at this palace. 

 
Source: itraveldeals.in (Chowmahalla Palace) 

The prestigious UNESCO Asia Pacific Merit award for cultural heritage 
conservation was presented to Chowmahalla Palace on March 15, 2010. 
 
Warrangal fort 
The Warangal Fort has impressive and beautifully carved thoranan arches, and 
pillars inside are spread over a radius of several hundred meters between 
Hanamkonda and Warangal, the impregnable fort was popularly known as the 
seat of power. The fort consists of seven towers , with a radius of 8 kms.  

 
Source: bestplaces-topplaces.blogspot.com (Warangal Fort) 

The main fort has 45 towers, and a temple of mother earth is in the middle of the 
fort (Swayam Bhudevi Alayam). A legendary master piece known as Khush 
Mahal built by Shittabh Khan (Reign 1504-1512 is situated close to the glorious 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  112 
 

                                                                                                                                
Warangal Fort. Even today, the beautifully carved gateway located within the fort-
the famous 'Ekashila'- symbolises the Kakatiya empire and Warangal like the 
Charminar does for Hyderabad. 
 
Chandragiri Fort 
The Chandragiri Fort is located at Chandragiri which was once upon a time the 
Capital city of the Vijayanagara Empire and is linked with the Aravidu dynasty. 
The Chandragiri Fort dates back to 1000 AD. Overtime, more and more 
improvements were made to it to make it more beautiful and elegant to look. 
 
Salar Jung Museum 
The envy of global collectors, a treasure house of antiques and an amazing 
display of art - the Salar Jung Museum is the largest single man collection in the 
world. Compiled by Mir Yousuf Ali Khan, the collection is mind boggling not only 
in number but also in the variety of items.  

 
Source: lpkarthik.blogspot.com (Salarjung Museum)  

Some of the unique items are, the Veiled Rebecca, Marguerite & Mephistopheles 
(a two sided sculpture), the Sword of Aurangazeeb, gem studded daggers of 
Emperors Jahangir & Shah Jahan and Queen Noor Jahan, etc. It is one of the 
three National Museums of India with collection of sculptures, paintings, carvings, 
textiles, manuscripts, ceramics, metallic artefacts, carpets, clocks, and furniture 
from Japan, China, Burma, Nepal, India, Persia, Egypt, Europe, and North 
America. The museum's collection was sourced from the property of the Salar 
Jung family. The art museum is located at Darushifa, on the southern bank of the 
Musi river in the city of Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. 
 
Gooty fort 
Gooty fort is situated at a height of 300 mtrs above the plains in Gooty. It is one 
of the oldest hill forts in Andhra Pradesh. The fort was built by the emperors of 
the Vijayanagara Kingdom . The Marathas under Murari Rao conquered it. Then 
it was taken over by Haider Ali in 1773 and eventually fell into the British hands 
after the defeat of Tipu Sultan in 1799. The fort was built in the shape of a shell 
and has 15 forts with 15 main doors (mukhadwaralu) inside the structure. There 
is a small pavilion made of polished lime stone called Murari Rao's seat. This 
pavilion is on the edge of a cliff from where one can have a panoramic view of 
the surroundings. The unique feature of the fort is the availability of water 
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resources at such a height. Gooty is located at a distance of 52 km from 
Ananthapur on the Kurnool-Bangalore trunk road. This place is well connected by 
rail and road from Ananthapur. 

5.4 Historical sites 

The states of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh lie on the threshold of India’s deep 
south, straddling the subcontinent from the lush Konkan and Coromandel coasts 
via the largely inhospitable Deccan plateau. Draws include the regions’ beautiful 
boulder scenery and evocative ruined cities, impressive ancient temples, palaces 
and ruined forts. These states occupy the buffer zone between north and south 
India – the region historically referred to as ‘the Deccan’. A high tableland whose 
dark, volcanic soils and temperate, dry climate provide perfect growing conditions 
for cotton, the plateau and its rich agriculture for centuries supported India’s 
richest and most powerful dynasties, including the Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas 
and Hoysalas.xx 

Karnataka 
The monuments of Karnataka depict the saga of its vast history and can be 
traced back from the Indus Valley Civilization in ancient Karnataka. Evidence of 
such monuments are present in large amount in the province. It also has several 
monuments of third century BC when most of this province was the part of Nanda 
Empire and later shifted under the Mauryan Empire of Ashoka`s period. 
Karnataka experienced several monuments in Satvahana dynasty that ruled for 
four centuries. The decline of this dynasty gave way for the native kingdoms of 
the state. These native kingdoms such as Kadambas and Western Gangas 
emerged as an independent power and helped to develop monuments in a 
separate architectural style. The contribution of the Kadambas in the monuments 
of Karnataka is precious. This style has the most common features is the Shikara 
or Kadamba Shikara which is pyramid shaped with a Kalasha at its peak and is 
similar to the Chalukyan style and the Pallava style. The famous Madhukeshwara 
or Lord Shiva temple still exists in Banavasi city, built by the Kadambas in 10th 
century. The wonderful carvings of the temple attracts tourist to that place.The 
Ganga dynasty contributed the religious monuments to the state. The famous 
Gomateshwara temple, Jain Basadi`s of Shravanabelagola, Kambadahalli and 
lots of Hindu temples to the districts of south Karnataka are the witness to their 
rich contributions. In the later period, the other dynasties like Badami Chalukyas, 
Western Chalukya Empire and Rashtrakuta Empire of Manyakheta emerged as 
separate powers which ruled over the major portions of the Deccan. The Western 
Chalukya rulers developed a unique style of architecture that became popular 
and was accepted by the Hoysala art of 12th century. The Hoysala dynasty 
constructed several religious monuments during their reign to the province in the 
first millenium. Their architectures were of the Vesara style of architecture. Then 
in the period of Harihara and Bukka Raya dynasty in the early 14th century, they 
established the Vijayanagara Empire and constructed many famous monuments. 
The monuments of Karnataka experienced a major shift with the decline of 
Vijaynagara Empire in 1565. Islamic sultanates took control of the Deccan and 
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constructed monuments in Islamic styles. Later this dynasty was defeated by the 
Mughals in the late 17th century. These rulers encouraged the Islamic style of 
building arts. The most famous monument of this period of this style is the Gol 
Gumbaz. Several monuments were also constructed by the Nizam of Hyderabad 
in the northern parts of Karnataka, by the Mysore Kingdom in the southern parts, 
and later by the Britishers during their colonial rule.Several monuments of 
Karnataka fall under the list of UNESCO`s World Heritage Sites. They are the 
famous Pattadakal monuments and Vijaynagara Empire at Hampi. The religious 
monuments famous as the cave temples and the rock temples present at Badami 
and at Aihole respectively represent the popular Badami Chalukyan style of 
architecture. UNESCO has also proposed to protect the monuments of the 
religious Hoysala temples at Belur and Halebidu as the World Heritage sites. 
These are the popular tourist destination of Karnataka and people come to this 
place for a glimpse of these historical heritage.xx 
 
Hampi 
From atop the Matanga Hill at daybreak, Hampi is every inch the capital city of a 
golden empire. Though what lies before are but the bones of an enchantress, 
who once had the whole world in her sway, Hampi is far from what one would call 
ruins. Once visited by the Portuguese, Arabs, Persians and Orientals, the capital 
city of Vijayanagara, has only grown in popularity across the centuries. And no 
surprise that! Every bend in the road is punctuated by a 14th century, if not older, 
temple; perched on nearly every hillock is a four-pillared canopy-like monument 
and its entire horizon, pixilated by huge gestalt-ish boulders. The regal 9-storey 
tall gopura of the Virupaksha Temple, where Siva is believed to have married 
Parvati, watches over the city like a specially-appointed god - its memory of 
magnificence and grandeur forever etched in stone. 
Hampi gives an impression of preserving itself for the past to resume. The 
wedding ceremony of Shiva and Parvati is celebrated every year at the 
Virupaksha Temple, as it has been for centuries. The long bazaar avenues stand 
in expectant silence, as if waiting for that kind of commerce to resume, where 
diamonds and precious stones were used as currency. In the evenings, like a 
zillion dusks before, the dying rays of the sun turn the entire Vijaya Vittala 
Temple to gold; a sight which is as much a wonder as the temple's 56 musical 
pillars that produce the sounds of 56 different musical instruments.  

 
Source: http://www.karnatakatourism.org/Hampi/en/ (Ruins of Hampi) 
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The Royal Enclosure waits in readiness for its sandalwood halls to be returned, 
the massive elephant stables, the Lotus Mahal - shaped like a lotus blossoming 
in the sun, the Hazararama Palace temple with intricate stories carved over its 
every side and the Mahanavmi Dibba or the Victory Platform still majestic and 
proud await to fall back into routine. The sheer detail of the carvings and the 
number of sculptures speak of a race of artisans that weren't quite done in their 
business of outdoing each other in craftsmanship. Monolithic structures carved 
out of a single rock-the imposing Lakshmi Narasimha, the majestic Stone 
Chariot, the massive Ganesha statues, the Badavilinga are proof of the brilliance 
that was once envied. Cross the Tungabadra River over to the ancient capital of 
Anegundi and there are leisurely roads to traverse, myths to chase and boulders 
to scale and dive off, into the waiting arms of the Sanapur Lake. Hampi has 
challenged time, survived the centuries and lived to tell the tale. 
 
Monuments of Pattadakal 
These monuments are the culmination of earliest experiments in vesara style of 
Hindu temple architecture. Pattadakal, the capital of the Chalukya dynasty of 
medieval India, is 22 km away from Badami and 514 km from Bangalore. 

 
Source: moonlightspostcardblog.blogspot.com (Monuments of Pattadakal) 

 This town is famous for its group of monuments that are the culmination of 
earliest experiments in vesara style of Hindu temple architecture, built in 680. 
The temple was started in nagara style but later changed to a more balanced 
Dravidian style. Sculptures here speak of scenes from Ramayana and 
Mahabharatha. This temple has many similarities with the Navabrahma temples 
in Alampur, Andhra Pradesh, which were also built by the same dynasty. 
The Pattadakal group of monuments was built in the 7th and 8th centuries and 
was situated in the southern State of Karnataka. Pattadakal was not only popular 
for Chalukyan architectural activities but also a holy place for royal coronation, 
`Pattadakisuvolal`. The temples have a harmonious blend of architectural forms 
of northern and southern India; Rekha Nagara Prasada and the Dravida Vimana 
styles of temple building. 

The sculptural art of the early Chalukyas is characterized by grace and 
delicate details. Chalukyan rulers were not only empire builders, but great 
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patrons of art whose encouragement prompted the artists and craftsmen to 
experiment and innovate in different architectural styles and giving it a new 
dimension. It is in their period that transition from rock-cut medium to structural 
temples took place. The ceiling panels of the navagrahas, dikpalas, the dancing 
Nataraja, the wall niches containing Lingodbhava, Ardhanarisvara, Tripurari, 
Varahavishnu, Trivikrama bear ample testimony to the sculptor`s skill as well as 
the cult worship that was in vogue. 

This site consists of a group of ten major temples, each displaying 
interesting architectural features and representing the high point of an eclectic 
art. It consists of nine Hindu temples, as well as a Jain sanctuary, surrounded by 
numerous small shrines and plinths. The group of mounuments in Pattadakal 
was designated a World Heritage Site in 1987. Four temples were built in 
Dravidian style, four in nagara style of Northern India and the Papanatha temple 
in mixed style can be seen here. 

Sangameswara Temple is the oldest of all it is the simple but massive 
temple, Sangameswara Templebuilt by Chalukya Vijayaditya Satyasraya (AD 
697-733), is nearer the Pallava form in that it has no sukanasika, while the other 
two, which possess this, are the earliest of the Chalukyan type and its derivatives 
possessing this architectural member, as also does the Kailasa at Ellora. 

The Virupaksha Temple was built by the queen of Vikramaditya II (733-
46) is the earliest dated temple with the Sukanasika, being closely followed by 
the Mallikarjuna, built by another queen of the same king. This masterpiece 
stands out entirely from the Virupaksha Templegroup. It was built in the 740 
century by Queen Lokamahadevi to commemorate her husband`s victory over 
the kings from the South, which was originally called as `Lokeshwara`. This 
temple is built in the southern Dravida style, influenced by the architecture of the 
Kailasanatha temple at Kanchipuram and is the largest in the enclosure. 

The Mallikarjuna Temple is as similar to the Virupaksha temples, since it 
was also built by another queen of Vikaramaditya II, immediately after and close 
to the former one, to commemorate the victory of the Chalukyas over the 
Pallavas. The other notable temples at Pattadakal are the Kadasiddhesvara, 
Jambulinga and the Galaganatha temple, attributed to 7th century A.D. 
Monuments of Seringapatnam: Seringapatnam was once the capital of the 
famous Mysore Rajahs Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. Primarily historical in 
character, the ancient monuments of Seringapatnam bear witness to the several 
important historic events. The city, however, gets its name from Sri Ranganatha 
Swamy temple which is situated here. Also known as Srirangapatnam, it is an 
island located in the River Cauvery about 75 miles from Bengaluru. 
Seringapatnem is best known for being the capital of two of the most famous 
Mysore Rajahs, Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. It has been the scene of a great many 
bloody struggles of the Indians against the British in the late 18th century. 
Tirumala Rayal, the last of the Vijayanagara viceroys, relinquished his power to 
the powerful Mysore ruler Raja Wadiyar in 1610. The Raja moved his capital to 
Seringapatam and Wadiyar and his three successors consolidated and extended 
the Mysore dominions. They were followed by a long succession of weak 
incapable rulers who were primarily working under the influence of their Diwans. 
An understanding of the historical background and of the British operations in 
and around Mysore makes a visit here much more rewarding. 
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Source: indiatravelpal.com (Sri Ranganatha temple at Srirangapatnam) 

The main southern entrance to the island is the Mysore Gate. To the 
West is the Elephant Gate which was built in 1793. The Delhi Gate led to the 
Delhi Bridge, which was dismantled by Tipu for defensive reasons, but the stone 
bases still remain in the riverbed. The Lal Mahal or Palace of Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan was originally a fine building with an open balcony overlooking the 
Maidan.however, it has not been able to withstand the ravages of time and today 
only a tablet marks the spot where it once stood. Gateway of the Fallen Fortress 
or Bidda Kote Bagalu had underground vaults which were also used as 
dungeons. The Daria Daulat Bagh or Summer Palace of Tipu Sultan lies to the 
east. Now a Museum, it was built by Tipu in 1784 and is covered in rich 
arabesque detail over every inch of wall, ceilings and multifoil arches. The 
Lalbagh or Garden of Rubies marks the site of a palace laid out by Hyder Ali.It 
was mud-brick two-storey palace adjacent to the Gumbaz mausoleum.xx 
 
Monuments of Bidar 
The monuments of Bidar are mainly centre around the Bidar Fort which houses 
some of the most interesting monuments in Karnataka. It was once the capital of 
the Bahmani kings and later the Barid Shahi dynasty and a lot of the architecture 
in the monuments of Bidar is reflective of the life and grandeur of these 
dynasties. Bidar is situated 72 miles Northeast of Gulbarga at the head of a 
promontory overlooking the surrounding plain and is a fascinating medieval town. 
A number of monuments are to be found here. 

By far the most attractive and imposing monument in Bidar is the Bidar 
fort. The fort, which is one of the most formidable in the Deccan, stands on the 
headland and the town stretches south beyond. The Bidar fort was built by the 
rulers of the Chalukya dynasty in the 8th century AD. Later it has been worked on 
and renovated by many subsequent rulers and dynasties. Of all the empires that 
the fort served, it flourished and reached its zenith during the reign of the Mughal 
dynasty.  
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Source: http://www.karnatakatourism.org/Bidar/en/ (Bidar Fort) 

The Fort houses a number of palaces, mosques, arches and gardens, royal 
baths and kitchen and audience halls as well as pavilions for entertainment. 
Among the palaces are Rangeen Mahal, Takht Mahal and Gagan Mahal and 
Tarkash Mahal. The other constructions include the Diwan-i-aam, Naubat 
Khaana, the Solah Khamba Mosque etc. The town has five gateways.xx 
 
Monuments of Mysore 
Monuments of Mysore include several ancient palaces and temples. These 
edifices are known for their classic architecture and reflect the glory and 
grandeur that once surrounded the city. Amba Vilas Palace Mysore is situated 
about 138 km from Bengaluru and lies in a valley formed by two ridges. Steeped 
in history, the city speaks of the glory and grandeur of the Wadiyars as seen in 
the magnificent palaces, imposing buildings, sacred temples and beautifully laid 
out gardens. 

Modern Mysore is not particularly old; the entire town was leveled by Tipu 
Sultan in 1793 in order to build a new city. 

 
Source: blog.mobissimo.in (Mysore Palace) 

Mysore Palace is the most attractive monument in Mysore. Also known as the 
Amba Vilas Palace, it is located in the heart of the city at Mirza Road. It was the 
residence of the Wodeyar Maharajahs of the Mysore state. 
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The Durbar Hall is one of the most exuberant rooms in India, a blaze of colour 
and sinuous forms. 

The western building is the Sri Chamarajendra Art Gallery and 
Museum. The Palace was converted into an art gallery in 1875 and houses 
paintings from that period. The famous Mysore Gold leaf paintings can be found 
exhibited in the gallery. 

The Lalitha Mahal Palace was designed by E. W. Fritchley in 1930. It 
has a pedimented, two-storey centerpiece behind which rises a huge dome. The 
design has been derived from the St Paul`s Cathedral, London. 

 
Source: indiantraveljourney.com (Shiva's Bull, Nandi, on Chamundi Hill in 

Mysore) 
Chamundi Hills can be reached by 13 km road or by climbing up the 1,000 
steps laid out by the Mysore Maharaja in the 17th century. Halfway up the hill is a 
4.8 meter monolith of Nandi, Shiva`s bull. It has been hewn out of a single block 
of basalt in 1659.At the top is a Temple of the Goddess Chamundeshwari, the 
patron goddess of the Wodeyars. There is also a huge statue of the demon 
Mahisasura close to the temple. During the month of November December, the 
groundnut festival is held at the temple which is attended by hordes of 
worshippers. 

Azam Mosque or Great Mosque (1799) is one of over twenty mosques in 
the city. 
The new Cathedral of St Philomena is an imposing example of the Gothic style. 
The construction started in 1931.However it was consecrated only in 1959. Its 
two peculiar spires are a local landmark. St. Philomena`s is a beautiful Cathedral 
harking back to the medieval architectural style. The stained glass works and 
huge lofty windows make the Church a rather remarkable structure.  
St Bartholomew`s (1830-31), the Anglican Church instigated by Francis Lewis, is 
unprepossessing but historically interesting.xx 
 
Badami Cave Temples 
The Badami Cave Temples are a living testimony of the excellence of Indian 
rock-cut architecture. They are located at Badami, a town in the Bagalkot District 
in the north part of Karnataka in India.  
Badami was the capital city of the Early Chalukyas, who ruled a large part of the 
state of Karnataka between the sixth and eighth centuries. It lies at the mouth of 
a canyon with stony hills on either side. Water from this canyon flows into a tank. 
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Pulakesin I of the Chalukya dynasty established this town in the 6th century A.D. 
From the Chalukya dynasty was born a new architectural style, models of which 
can be seen in Badami, Aihole, Pattadakal and other neighbouring areas. Their 
temples and monuments led the pathway for the Hindu style of architecture. This 
new style combined the finer aspects of two distinctive styles - the North Indian 
or Indo-Aryan Nagara style and the South Indian Dravidian style. Commonly 
referred to as the Chalukyan style, this style can be observed in many cave 
temples dedicated to the Brahmanical deities and also the numerous Buddhist 
and Jain monasteries in the area. The special attraction of the town of Badami is 
its ancient cave temples engraved out of the sandstone hills.xx 
 

 
Source: therocksremain.org (Badami Cave Temples) 

 
Monuments of Bijapur 
The monuments of Bijapur are a well established historical legacy of the Adil 
Shahi dynasty. Bijapur is the headquarters of the Bijapur district of the state of 
Karnataka, and an approach to the city from all directions is strikingly evocative-it 
is lined with an array of domes, fortifications, minarets and noble buildings, 
dominated by the glorious dome of the Gol Gumbaz. The monuments of Bijapur 
are of note not only within the city but are the prime attractions among all the 
monuments of Karnataka. 

The `Palmyra of the Deccan`, as Bijapur is often referred to, was the 
capital of the Adil Shahi dynasty founded by Yusuf Khan, younger brother of the 
Sultan of Turkey, Muhammad. He founded the in 1490 and at the height of its 
power, Bijapur covered a huge tract of land in Central India extending as far as 
Goa and the West coast. In fact what is now called the city is only the core of a 
much larger settlement of over 48 km in circuit, of which the present city was 
merely the central fort. 

Bijapur is strewn with monuments of historical significance as well as 
religious interest. Most of the monuments in Bijapur are representations of 
Islamic architecture. Most of the monuments of the period are credited to the Adil 
Shahi rulers. They are almost single-handedly responsible for the cultural legacy 
of Bijapur and the various works of architecture that abound in the city. 
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The most dominant architectural constructions are the various palaces or 

Mahals. Of notable significance is the fact that all these palaces are huge, lofty 
structures with intricate carvings and pillars. All the palaces have beautiful 
ceilings which are remarkably constructed and adorned. A few of the most noted 
mahals include the Asar Mahal, the Gagan Mahal, Anand Mahal, Saat manzli, 
Chini Mahal etc. Other kinds of historical monuments are also to be found here, 
such as the remains of the fort built by the Adil Shahis, Landa Kasab, Hathi 
Khana, Mehtar Mahal etc.xx 
 

Andhra Pradesh 
South Indian state of Andhra Pradesh is fourth largest state in India by area and 
population. Popularly called the "Rice Bowl of India", Andhra Pradesh is bordered 
by the states of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka to 
the west. Considered as the gateway to South India, Andhra Pradesh is a 
historical place and ruled by several dynasties and rulers over the centuries. All 
over the state you can see a number of forts and palaces that provide a glimpse 
of the bygone ear. Andhra Pradesh had been the major centre for Hindus, 
Buddhists and Muslims. Andhra Pradesh is dotted with numerous temples, 
Buddhist sites and mosques that draws tourists and pilgrims every year. Broadly 
we can divide the tourism aspects of Andhra Pradesh in various categories which 
are as follow. 

Andhra Pradesh has wealth of edifices and heritage structures, that draw 
tourists from all over the world. Be it historical or religious, the monuments of the 
state bear a testimony to their master craftsmanship. Erected several centuries 
ago, the monuments of Andhra Pradesh are visual feast for tourists.xx 
 
Monuments of Chandragiri 
Chandragiri was built in 1000 AD in the form of fortifications and bastions by the 
Yadavarays who ruled it for around three centuries. The monuments of 
Chandragiri, as a result, mostly comprise of such historical buildings. This south 
Indian region came under the rule of the Vijaynagara Kings in 1367 ASD. They 
transferred their capital from Penukonda to Chandragiri. Both the natural 
defences of Chandragiri, which is ringed by hills, and the proximity to the 
Venkateshvara shrine at Tirumala, 11 km (7 miles) to the north-east, were 
responsible for the decision to locate here. Chandragiri in Andhra Pradesh 
flourished under their reign as they when on to further fortify the place and built a 
number of beautiful temples and buildings. After the fall the Vijayanagara Empire, 
it came under the control of the Aravidu dynasty. The fort saw its best days under 
their reign. The town fell to the Sultan of Golconda in 1646 and was annexed into 
the Golconda Territory. Later it came under Mysore rule when it was captured by 
Hyder Ali, in 1782.It remained under their possession till 1792 following which it 
slowly faded into oblivion. Today, it is part of the region of Tirupati. 
Being a chiefly fortified town, inside the fortification are seen eight temples of 
Shaivite and Vaishnavite pantheons, Raja Mahal, Rani Mahal and other ruined 
structures. The Chandragiri Fort was originally built in 1000 AD by Immadi 
Narasimha Yadavaraya and later was much renovated by the Vijayanagara 
kings. 
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Source: en.wikipedia.org (Raja Mahal, Chandragiri) 

Raja Mahal (or King`s Palace) and Rani Mahal has been constructed in 
the typical Indo-Saracenic architecture of the Mughal period. Lime, mortar, stone 
and brick have been used in constructing the building with absolutely no use of 
timber.xx 
 
Monuments of Hyderabad 
The city of Hyderabad carries with it a rich history. The splendour of the Nizams 
is still to be found in the various monuments found here. 

 
Source: telanganaradio.com (Charminar, Hyderabad) 

By far the most famous monument of Hyderabad and in fact the chief attraction 
among all the monuments of Andhra Pradesh is the Char Minar. Literally 
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translated into four towers, the Char Minar is an architectural achievement of the 
Qutab Shahi dynasty. It was built in 1591 with an intent to mark the centre of the 
city. 

The Charkaman lies to the North of the Char minar.It consists of four 
arches in the centre of which is an octagonal cistern known as the Gulzar 
Hauz.The arches were built in 1594 and once led to the parade ground of the 
royal palaces, which were destroyed in 1687.The `Machli Kaman` or fish arch is 
the Northern arch and it is a symbol of prosperity of the Qutab Shahi dynasty. 
The eastern arch is the Nakkar Khana-e-Shahi or the House of Royal drums. It is 
also known as the Black Arch. The Western Arch, the Daulat-Khana-e-Ali or 
Gateway of the Royal Residence, was once decorated with a large tapestry of 
gold cloth. The Southern arch is known as the fruit vendor`s arch. It faces the 
Char Minar and use to serve as the entrance to the Royal mosque. To the East 
of the Char Minar lies the Malwala Palace. It was built in 1845 for Raja Shivraj 
Bahadur, head of a leading noble family who were hereditary Dafta-dars or 
Revenue Treasurers. The architecture is a kind of confused combination of 
European and local styles with arches of lacquered wood. 
 
Mir Alain Mandi lies to the north-east of the Charkaman.It was originally built in 
1804 as an old parade ground. The Falaknuma palace lies to the south of the 
Char Minar. West of Char Minar is the Chowk, marked by a mosque and clock 
tower. The mosque was originally built in 1818 and later extended in 1904. It is 
raised on a high platform beneath which are shops. The Victorian Clocktower 
(1892) was built by Sir Asman Jah, the Prime Minister from 1887 to 1892. Deorhi 
Asman Jah, one of the oldest palaces in Hyderabad, lies to the south west of the 
Chowk.It was built by the Shams-ul-Umaras in Oriental style. The Khana Bagh 
garden was added later. The Osmania General hospital is situated opposite the 
High Court. It consists of a spectacular range of stone buildings dressed with 
chunam and designed by Vincent Esch in Indo-Saracenic style. The historical 
monuments of Hyderabad, therefore, are many in number. Not only do they 
indicate the grandeur of the days gone by but also continue in use as buildings of 
civic and artistic interest.xx 
 
Monuments of Penukonda 
Penukonda is a small town located 70 kms away from the Anantpur district in 
Andhra Pradesh. The term Penukonda means a huge hillock in Telegu.The town 
is located at the foot of a fortified hill. In Penukonda the ruins of the Vijayanagar 
Empire can be found and some of their most remarkable constructions.  
The town has in fact become famous due to the location of the Penukonda Fort 
here, which is a major tourist attraction in Andhra Pradesh. Penukonda had 
served as the second capital to the Vijayanagara kings and was called 
"Ghanagiri" or "Ghanadri". It was the residence of the Vijayanagara Rajahs from 
as early as 1354. The various inscriptions at the place and inside the edifice 
assert that King Bukka I of the Vijayanagara dynasty entrusted the province of 
Penukonda to his son Vira Virupanna Udaiyar. It was under the latter`s rule that 
that Penukonda fort was built. The ruins of the citadel crown the summit of the hill 
within the fort area, while the dilapidated remains of Hindu and Muslim buildings 
lie in great profusion. Some exhibit an incongruous mixture of styles and details. 
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Source: manavaibhavam.blogspot (Penukonda Fort, Penukonda) 

 
Monuments of Golconda 
The monuments of Golconda are a standing testimony to the splendour and 
grandeur of the chief ruling dynasty here, the Qutab Shahis. Originally the site of 
a small fortification of the Kakatiya dynasty of Warangal, became the dynastic 
centre and capital under the Qutab Shahi dynasty. In 1363 the Rajas of 
Warangal ceded Golconda to the Bahmani kings and in 1512 they in turn lost 
control to Sultan Quli, who assumed the title Qutab Shah and made Golconda his 
capital. With the fall of Vijayanagara in 1565, its importance increased and it 
flourished until 1687, when it fell to Aurangzeb. The city had a reputation for 
fabulous diamonds. It was the centre for the cutting and polishing of gems from 
neighboring mines, including the legendary Kohinoor diamond, now part of the 
British Crown Jewels. Golconda was a well-known fort and commercial centre 
throughout the 13th and 14th centuries and with the advent of the Qutab Shahi 
Sultans it went on to develop even further as the centre of a rich and powerful 
state. They made Golconda their capital and transformed the original fort into a 
huge fort. Today Golconda is of outstanding interest for its various monuments 
established here by the aforementioned rulers. The fort and tombstones are an 
architectural achievement and rank high among all the monuments of Andhra 
Pradesh. 

5.5 Check Your Progress 
 
1) Name any four popular monuments of Karnataka. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2) Name any five popular monuments in Andhra Pradesh. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………….……… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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3) Hampi was capital of which large dynasty? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4) Hoysalas contributed greatly to heritage of Karnataka. Justify with examples? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
5) Which is the most important monument of Bijapur? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
6) Pattadakal was capital of which Dynasty & give some examples of Monuments 
present in Pattadakal? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………      
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
7) Name some temples present in Hampi? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………   
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
8) Name some famous monuments of Mysore? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

5.6 Summary 
Students, the states of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh are renowned for the 
evocative ruined cities, impressive ancient temples, palaces and ruined forts. 
Also, these states occupy the buffer zone between north and south India – the 
region historically referred to as ‘the Deccan’. A high tableland whose dark, 
volcanic soils and temperate, dry climate provide perfect growing conditions for 
cotton, the plateau and its rich agriculture for centuries supported India’s richest 
and most powerful dynasties, including the Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas and 
Hoysalas. Also, an extraordinary wealth of Indo-Islamic monuments lies 
scattered over modern Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, which today number 
among the most prosperous states in India. 

After going through this unit, students you would have understood about 
the rich Heritage of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. In the coming units we 
would further explore the states in terms of religious tourism, cultural tourism, 
beach tourism & nature tourism. 
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5.7 Clues to Answer 
Check your progress 

1. Refer Sec 5.3 
2. Refer Sec 5.3 
3. Refer Sec 5.3 
4. Refer Sec 5.3 
5. Refer Sec 5.3 
6. Refer Sec 5.4 
7. Refer Sec 5.4 
8. Refer Sec 5.4 
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http://incredibleindia2.blogspot.in/2008/01/andhra-pradesh.html
http://www.indianetzone.com/43/monuments_chandragiri.htm
http://www.indianetzone.com/43/historical_monuments_hyderabad.htm
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UNIT 6: SHRINES & SHRINE RESORTS 

STRUCTURE 

6.1 Objectives 
6.2 Introduction 
6.3 Shrines 
6.4 Resorts 
6.5 Check Your Progress 
6.6 Summary 
6.7 Clues to Answer 

 

6.1 Objectives 
After going through the Unit 6 on Shrines & Shrine Resorts with a special 
reference to Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh, you would be able to:  

 Understand the popular shrines present in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Know about the Shrine resorts in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Understand the role of religion in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Understand the significance of shrine & shrine resorts in Karnataka & 
Andhra Pradesh. 
 

6.2 Introduction 
Unit 6 gives detailed information about popular shrines and shrine resorts in India 
with special reference to Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. These states have got a 
large number of religious monuments associated with different faiths. Karnataka 
temples and shrines forms an inevitable part of Karnataka tourism. Devotees 
from different corners of the world come to visit Karnataka temples and shrines to 
pay their homage to their titular deities. Talking about Karnataka temples and 
shrines, we can say that there is an aura in these temples that provides the 
visitors with a lot of peace and tranquility. Further, it can be said that the 
Karnataka temples and shrines that has become almost synonymous with 
Karnataka tourism, has sustained the adversity of time. Thus, it seems to be a 
must visit by the enthusiasts. Religious Places in Andhra Pradesh do not exists in 
any particular region but signifies unity in diversity policy and one can say that 
Andhra Pradesh is an advocate of secularism. In this state People from different 
religious faith live in harmony and in peace. 

Andhra Pradesh was ruled by different dynasties the influence of those 
dynasties and their faith naturally established in the state. One can find an 
important Buddhist center which is an outcome of the Asoka reign. Then 
Hinduism flourished because of the Chalukyas and the Kakatiya’s reign on the 
State. From the 14th century onwards Andhra Pradesh came under the Muslim 
rule by the Mughals and later when they lost to the British rule Andhra Pradesh 
came under the influence of Christianity. Andhra Pradesh has different religious 
places and people from different faith live in peace and brotherhood among them 
exists and they celebrate different festival equally and in a grand way. Andhra 
Pradesh richness lies in its diversity, variety, harmony and is truly reflected in the 
different Religious Places in Andhra Pradesh. 
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6.3 Shrines 
A large number of popular shrines are present in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 
And these shrines represent not only the rich charisma of the Indian culture but 
also attract pilgrims across the world. 

Karnataka  

Karnataka since ages has fostered people of all religion, making it a culturally 
diverse state. It is possession of some of the best pilgrim sites of the country. Be 
it Hinduism, Islam, Christianity or Jainism, every pilgrim is welcomed in 
Karnataka. The rock cut cave temples and the architectural monuments built by 
the Chalukyas, Cholas and the Hoysalas form important religious attractions of 
Karnataka. 

The pilgrimage tours of Karnataka is a must for all those who want to 
cherish the holy places that lies bedecked in Karnataka. Visit the heritage sites of 
Hampi or Pattadakal that showcases unique temple ruins. Bijapur is 
overwhelmed with Muslim architecture while churches form an integral part of 
many cites of Karnataka. 

Karnataka a culturally rich country wherein religious spots of almost all 
the religions fine their home. However, due to its lineage of Hindu history, it 
becomes an inevitable fact that Hindu temples will be dominating the list of 
pilgrim sites in Karnataka. The predominantly Hindu dynasties patronized the 
building of temples and shrines across the state. Great religious scholars like 
Shankaracharya and Basaveshwara established sacred maths and consecrated 
many pilgrimages. Shravanabelagola, Dharmasthala and Karkala are prominent 
Jain pilgrimages of Karnataka. These sacred shrines are marked by the colossal 
statues of Bahubali or Lord Gomateshwara. The Gomateshwara statue of 
Shravanabelagola is one of the largest monolithic statues in the world and during 
the auspicious occasion of Mahamastakabhisekha, devotees descend here in 
large numbers. The religious places of Karnataka epitomize the tenets of 
religious tolerance and communal harmony. For ages, religions have co-existed 
peacefully in Karnataka.xx 
 
Beach Temple, Murudeshwar 
The Beach Temple, Murudeshwar is around 165 kilometers far from the 
Mangalore city of Karnataka. This Beach Temple, Murudeshwar is situated 
between Bhatkal and Honnavara. The main attraction of Murudeshwar is the 
Shiva Temple. The Arabian sea and the rolling hills of the Western Ghats have 
made this place a sacred Hindu pilgrimage and a favorite picnic spot for the 
tourists. The Beach Temple of Murudeshwar is residing on the top of a small hill 
called Kanduka Giri. Two gigantic concrete elephants stand at the foot of the 
steps that lead to the temple. There is deity of Jattiga riding on a horse 
symbolizing as one who ascends the hillock. The big fort behind the temple has a 
historical background.  
It is said to have been renovated by the Mysore King, Tipu Sultan. People come 
here in large numbers not only to see the temple but also to enjoy sunset at the 
sunset point of Murudeshwar. This shrine looks amazing when the Beach 
Temple, Murudeshwar emits the rays of the setting sun. 
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Source: trekearth.com (Murudeshwara Temple) Photo: by anilbabu 

 
Udupi Krishna Temple 
The Udupi Krishna Temple is located 60 km far from the Mangalore city. The 
Udupi Krishna Temple is commonly known as Krishna Mutt. This shrine is one of 
the sacred temples of the  
 

 
Source: travelingbeats.com (Udupi Krishna temple) 

southern region of India which is dedicated to Lord Krishna. The idol of lord 
Krishna in the Udupi Krishna Temple was installed by the age old saint 
Madhavacharya. 
 
Durga Parameshwari Temple 
The Durga Parameshwari Temple of Karnataka is located 29 km. far from the 
Mangalore city. Kateel is situated in South Kannad which is a holy pilgrimage for 
the Hindus. This sacred place is dedicated to the Goddess Durga Parameshwari. 
Devotees from all over the country come to this divine place to pray and worship 
the holy deity of Durga in the Durga Parameshwari Temple. The Durga 
Parameshwari Temple of Karnataka is situated on a small island in the middle of 
the holy river. The scenic beauty of the temple along with its surrounding 
greeneries has given a gorgeous look to the temple.xx 
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Manjunatha Temple, Dharmasthala 
Coming to Dharmasthala, the Manjunatha Temple is one of the sacred pilgrim 
places of South India. Dharmasthala is a holy place visited by a large number of 
people irrespective of their differences in cast and creed. 

 
Source: yashaswipayana.blogspot.com (Manjunatha Temple, Dharmasthala) 
Dharmasthala is located in a village of the same name in the South Kannara 
District of Karnataka. It is situated on the banks of the river Nethravathi which is 
regarded as a sacred river by the devotees. The water of the Nethravati river is 
used as the holy water for Dharmasthala. Thus the pilgrims who come to offer 
their prayers first bathe in this river to purify their soul before entering into the 
Manjunatha Temple, Dharmasthala. The main lord of the Manjunatha Temple, 
Dharmasthala is the Shri Manjunathaswamy. Shri Manjunathaswamy is regarded 
as another form of Lord Shiva. 
 
Kukke Subramanya Temple 
The Kukke Subramanya Temple is one of the famous temples of Karnataka. This 
temple is located on the bank of the river Dhara which according to the 
mythology relates to a sacred history of the past.  

 
Source: goopuram.blogspot.com (Goopuram of Kukke Subrahmanya Temple) 
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Every temple of Karnataka sings the legacy of god and articulates the history of 
Hindu mythology. According to this mythology, Lord Kumaraswamy after killing 
the ruler Tarakasura and Shoorapadmasura in a battle came down to this place. 
He washed his Shakti Ayudha which is a battle- axe in the water of the Dhara 
river that flows from the Kumara mountain. From this incidence the river came to 
be recognized as Kumaradhara.xx 
 
Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal 
Pattadakal which is situated near Bijapur is the center for early Chalukyan art. 
The Chalukyan period shows a different style in architecture. Thus the set of nine 
temples of Padattakal which are mostly made of the same style displays the 
fusion style of the Chalukyan era. 

 
Source: pazhs.com (Virupaksha temple, Pattadakal) 

The Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal is one of the most beautiful temples of South 
India. One can find a resemblance in style between the Virupaksha Temple, 
Pattadakal and the Kailasanatha Temple of Kanchi. This temple is mainly 
dominated by the beautiful Dravidian style. The beautiful artwork at the body of 
the temple mesmerizes the visitors. Every pillar and every curve of the 
Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal attracts the eyes of the visitors. The curves of the 
18 pillars of the Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal illustrates scenes from the 
Puranas. An image of Lucalisa could be seen their which reflects the dominance 
of the Pusupata sect of Saiva religion of the Chalukyan period. 
The Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal was built by Lokeswari Devi who is one of 
the queens of the great king Vikramaditya II. She built this temple when king 
Vikramaditya got victory against the Pallavas of Kanchi. This temple is facing the 
east side towards the Malaprabha river.xx 
 
Umamaheshwari Temple, Aihole 
Aihole was the ancient most capital of the Chalukyas. It is a wonderful village 
town lying on the banks of the Malaprabha river. The village of Aihole is known 
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as the "Cradle of Indian architecture". Umamaheshwari Temple, Aihole 
constitutes one of the hundreds of temples spotted around the village. The 
temple is minutely carved with much stress on the detailing. The ambiance is 
serene and peaceful. If you visit the temple you are sure to be indulged in the 
nostalgia of the age old days. 
Umamaheshwari Temple, Aihole enshrines a wonderfully carved structure of 
Lord Brahma who is seen sitting on a lotus. The image of Lord Brahma is the 
unique feature of the temple. 
 

 
Source: trawellguide.com (Umamaheshwari Temple, Aihole) 

 
ISKCON Temple, Bangalore 
ISKCON Temple, Bangalore is also known as Sri Radha Krishna temple and 
cultural complex. It is well known all over the world for its architectural style. 
ISKCON Temple, Bangalore at Karnataka attracts lots of global tourists. ISKCON 
Temple of Karnataka was set up to mark the birth centenary of its founder Sri 
Prabhupada. ISKCON Temple, Bangalore is built in neo-classical style thereby 
mixing the traditional element of temple architecture with modern facilities. The 
arches of the ISKCON Temple, Bangalore are very well decorated and the 
illuminated water falls lead you to the heavily designed Rajagopuram. 
 
Banashankari Temple 
Banashankari Temple of Karnataka is one of the finest piece of Dravidian style of 
architecture. Banashankari Temple at Karnataka is situated 5 kilometers away 
from Badami, the capital city of Chalukyas, at Cholachigud. 
At Banashankari Temple in Karnataka, Goddess Banashankari or Shakambari 
who is the form of Goddess Parvati is worshiped. The temple is said to be very 
old and it is believed that the structure of Banashankari Temple in Karnataka was 
originally built by the Chalukyas of Kalyan but the existing temple was built in 
17th century.xx 
 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  133 
 

                                                                                                                                

 
Source: travelingbeats.com (Banashankari temple) 

Kesava temple, Somnathpur: Among all the famous temples at Somnathpur, 
Kesava temple deserves a special mention. This is the most popular among the 
Hoysala temples that was incepted in 1268 AD. There are three holy sanctums in 
the vicinity of the temple complex and housed beautifully carved idols of Kesava, 
Janardhana and Venugopala. Though the idols of Janardhana and Venugopala 
are intact, the Kasava stone idol is missing. The excellent architecture on this 
temple is symbolic of the master craftsmanship done by Mallitamma. The exterior 
walls of the temple are adorned with exquisite sculptures of Vishnu and there are 
images of 194 other idols as well.The Hindu mythological characters are sculpted 
on the walls of the Kesava Temple. 

 
Source: uramamurthy.com (Hoysaleswara temple) 

Hoysaleswara temple: Hoysaleswara temple is a temple dedicated to Hindu 
god Shiva. It was built in Halebidu (in modern Karnataka state, India) during the 
rule of King Vishnuvardhana of the Hoysala Empire in the 12th century. The 
construction was completed in 1121 CE. During the early 14th century, Halebidu 
was sacked and looted by Muslim invaders from northern India and the temple 
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fell into a state of ruin and neglect. Previously known as Dorasamudra or 
Dwarasamudra, Halebidu is 16 km from Belur, 31 km from Hassan and 149 km 
from Mysore, in the state of Karnataka, India.xx 
 
St.Aloysius College Chapel, Mangalore: The St.Aloysius College Chapel was 
constructed in 1885. A line of circular pillars holds aloft an arched ceiling. Oil 
paintings on canvas bonded to the ceiling depict the life of Aloysius Gonzaga to 
whom the chapel is dedicated. The Chapel also has beautiful paintings done by 
Br Anthony Moschemi of Italy. 

 
Source: meriyatrra.com (St. Aloysius College Chapel, Mangalore) 

Khwaja Bande Nawaz Dargah: The tomb of the great Sufi saint Khwaja Bande 
Nawaz, four kilometres from Gulbarga is a magnificent building in the Indo-
Saracenic style. Hindus and Muslims visit the dargah each day to pay homage to 
the saint. It is the venue of an annual urus (festival) attended by nearly one 
hundred thousand people, both Muslims and Hindus. At festivals held on the 15th 
of every lunar month, you can see devotees spontaneously dancing like the 
dervishes in the Sufi shrine at Konya in Turkey. The dargah library houses 
almost 10,000 books on various subjects in Urdu, Persian and Arab. 
 

 
Source: denoall.blogspot.com (St Philomena's Cathedral, Mysore) 
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St Philomena's Cathedral, Mysore 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV laid the foundation for this imposing Roman Catholic 
Church in 1933 which resembles the Cologne Cathedral. This Gothic structure 
has its halls adorned with beautiful stained glass windows where biblical scenes 
are depicted. It is believed that a piece of bone and drapery of St. Philomena's 
from Rome is preserved here. 

 
Source: gurudwaras.blogspot.com (Gurudwara Nanak Jhira Sahib, Bidar) 

 
Gurudwara Nanak Jhira Sahib, Bidar 
Legend has it that Guru Nanak halted in Bidar, at a time when the area was 
reeling under a severe drought. The Muslim saints requested him to invoke the 
blessings of the divine in order to obtain water. The crystal clear stream that still 
flows out of a rock near the gurudwara is believed to be God's answer to the 
Guru's prayers. This place came to be known as Nanak Jhira (Jhira means a 
spring of water), and is said to possess medicinal properties. Every year, 
thousands of Sikhs from across the country visit the Nanak Jhira Gurudwara. 
Jumma Masjid, Bangalore 
Completed in 1367, this grand mosque inside the Fort is a delightful monument 
that is still well-preserved. Resembling the mosque at Cordoba in Spain, the 
Jumma Masjid covers an area of over 38,000 sq.ft. Five large domes and 250 
arches add to the beauty of this mosque, which displays a strong Persian touch 
in its architecture. 

Andhra Pradesh 
 
Simhachalam temple: One of the most exquisitely sculpted shrines of Andhra 
Pradesh, Simhachalam temple is situated 16 km from Vizag among thickly 
wooded hills on the Simhachalam Konda. The beautifully-carved 16-pillared 
Natya mantapa and the 96-pillared Kalyana mantapa bear testimony to the 
architectural brilliance of the temple. This is the abode of Lord Varaha Narasimha 
Swami The deity at Simhachalam, the lion-man incarnation of Lord Mahavishnu 
is usually covered with sandalwood paste. The original shape of the deity in the 
tribhanga posture has two hands with the head of a lion on a human torso. An 
inscription dated as far back as 1098 AD of the Chola King Kuloththunga 
provides some clue as to its antiquity.  
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Source: divinebrahmanda.com (Simhachalam temple near Vizag) 

Another inscription shows a Queen of the Eastern Ganga of Kalinga (ancient 
Orissa) (1137-56 AD) covering the image with gold while a third inscription says 
the eastern Ganga King of Orissa, Narasimha Deva, built the main/central shrine 
in 1267 A.D. With more than 252 inscriptions in Oriya and Telugu describing the 
antecedents of the temple, it is a historically important monument. 

Annavarum Temple: Situated at 72 km from Rajahmundry and 51 km from 
Kakinada, it is famous for Lord Veera Venkata Satyanarayana Swamy temple at 
the top of Ratnagiri hills, on thebanks of river Pamba. The shrine is a two-storied 
structure, the lower one containing the Yantra and upper one housing the 
vigrahas (idols) of the Lord. Accommodation and transport is easily available. 
Also available are private restaurants. 
Bhadrachalam temple: This temple is located 120 km from Khammam is one of 
the most sacred shrines in India, situated on the banks of picturesque river 
Godavari. Bhadrachalam is famous for Sri Seeta Ramachandra Swamy Temple. 
Legend has it that Lord Rama came down from the heavens to bless his devotee 
sage Bhadra. Lord Rama assured him that he would reside in this place to bless 
all his devotees. As such this place is known as Bhadrachalam after sage 
Bhadra. 

 

Source: vaishnavatemple.blogspot.com (Bhadrachalam temple) 
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Basara Saraswathi Temple 
One among the two temples of this Goddess in India is Basara Saraswathi 
Temple, other one is in Kashmir. The temple of Basara, the abode of Goddess of 
Learning, Goddess Saraswathi is the most important and most visited place in 
Adilabad District. Located on the banks of river Godavari, Basara 
 
Kanipakum Temple 
Kanipakam is a small village on the bank of Bahuda River. "Kani" means wetland 
and "Pakam" means flow of water into wetland. 

 

Source: sreevaishnava.com (Kanipakam Temple) 

Kanipakam is home to a very popular Hindu temple of Lord Ganesha called as 
Kanipakam Vinayaka Temple. It was constructed in the early 11th century CE by 
the Chola king Kulothunga Chola I and was expanded further in 1336 by the 
Emperors of Vijayanagara dynasty. Local legends claim that the idol of Ganesha 
continuously grows in size. Kanipakam is a village located in Irala mandal of 
Chittoor district, Andhra Pradesh. 

Sri Kapileswaraswami Temple 
Sri Kapileswaraswami Temple is the only temple dedicated to Lord Siva in 
Tirupati. It is situated about 3 km to the north of Tirupati, at the foot of the 
Tirumala Hills. The sacred waterfall called Kapila Teertham (also known as Alwar 
Teertham) is located here. Annual Brahmotsavams and festivals like Vinayaka 
Chaturthi, Mahasivaratri, Skanda Shasti and Annabhishekam are performed here 
with great pomp and splendour. Sri Venugopalaswamy Temple, Sri 
Lakshminarayanaswamy Temple and Sri Vinayakaswamy Temple on the Second 
Ghat Road are sub-temples which function under the control of the 
Kapileswaraswamy Temple. 
 
Dwarapudi temple 
This temple is also called Andhra Sabarimali.This ayyappa swamy temple is 
located on dwarapudi in east godavari. In 1989, Swamy Ayyappa panchaloha 
idol was installed in Dwarapudi temple inMandapeta mandal of East Godavari 
district, by Swami Jayendra Saraswati and the largest Haihara statute, the holy 
18 steps and group of temples in one huge complex are the main attraction for 
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this Ayyappa temple. The closest tourism destination to Dwarapudi is 
Rajahmundry. Other close by tourism destinations include Kakinada, Papi 
Kondalu and Eluru. The nearest major railway station to Dwarapudi is 
Rajamundry (RJY) which is at a distance of 7.5 kilometres. The nearest airport is 
at Rajahmundry which is at a distance of 21 kilometres. 
 
Hayath Bakshi Begum Mosque 
This mosque was built in honour of Hayath Bakshi Begum after her death in 
1666. She was the daughter of the 5th Qutub Shahi king and the wife of the 6th 
Qutub Sahahi ruler.  

 

Source: meetup.com (Hayath Bakshi Begum Mosque) 

This mosque at Hayathnagar with 5 double arches and 2 majestic minarets had 
scores of rooms for travellers to rest. It also housed the 'Haathi Bowli' (Elephant 
Well) where water was drawn by elephants. The Mosque is located in 
Hayathnagar, 16 Km to the East of Hyderabad city. 
 
Spanish Mosque 
Spanish Mosque, also Known as Masjid Iqbal Ud Daula is a mosque located in 
Begumpet, Hyderabad. The Mosque is constructed by Paigah Nawab, Nawab Sir 
Iqbal Ud Daula in the year 1906, after his return from Spain, as he was very 
much inspired by the Cathedral-Mosque of Cordoba of Spain.  

 

Source: anuradhagoyal.blogspot.com (Spanish Mosque) 
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The Exterior and Interior of the Spanish Mosque is mostly similar to the 
Cathedral-Mosque of Cordoba in Spain and Jama Masjid Gulbarga, Karnataka, 
India. The Mosque has a State of the Art Interiors and Architecture. The Mosque 
is also known as the Mosque of the Moors, due to its unique Hispanic (Moorish) 
style of architecture and is said to be one of its kind in India. The stand-out 
feature is the spires instead of the usual minarets or domes, that give this 
mosque a church like appearance. 

Hazrathbal mosque, Vijaywada 
Hazrathbal mosque is situated in the city of Vijayawada. This sacred mosque 
houses a holy relic of Prophet Mohammed, the founder of Islam. Prophet 
Mohammed is regarded by the Muslims as the last messenger and prophet of 
God.  

 

Source: www.aptourism.in (Hazrathbal mosque, Vijayawada) 

This makes his souvenir one of the most highly honored among the Islams and 
the Vijayawada Hazrat Bal Mosque is graced with this token. The Hazrat Bal 
Mosque authorities allow the devotees to view the relic only once a year. Such 
an occasion sees huge number of pilgrims to this shrine of Hazrat Bal. The 
display attracts the people irrespective of caste, creed and religion who join the 
celebration with an open heart and complete devotion. The Hazrat Bal Mosque in 
Vijayawada is easily accessible from any part of the city by buses, taxis and auto 
rickshaws. Being one of the most sacred pilgrimages and travel attractions in 
Vijawada, Hazrat Bal Mosque is a must visit place. 

Medak Church 
Medak Church built in 1914 by Charles Walker Posnet is coined as the biggest 
church in the South India Diocese. It has taken 10 years of uninterrupted 
construction time for completion of the structure. The cathedral was built during 
the First World War. This astounding piece of marvellous structural beauty will 
mesmerize you with its serene and peaceful ambience. You will enjoy its green 
and lush lawns when you visit the church. Very naturally, Easter, Christmas and 
New Year are celebrated with great pomp in Medak Church. Medak is 90 kms 
from Hyderabad and is well served by road network. Frequent buses and private 
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transport are the options to choose from. Accommodations are easily available in 
hotels and lodges of Medak. 
 
St Joseph's Cathedral, Hyderabad 
St Joseph's Cathedral is a Roman Catholic Cathedral in Hyderabad. It is the 
cathedral of the Archdiocese of Hyderabad and one of the most beautiful 
churches of Hyderabad and Secunderabad cities. The huge bells , imported from 
Italy, were installed in 1892 AD. The bells are tuned in such a fashion that many 
hymns can be played on different themes. These bells are considered as a very 
important part of this cathedral. They are not only holy but they were also used to 
indicate about lighting and thunderstorm. These bells ring dynamically during a 
strong storm to warn people. During the Nizams time when there were no much 
watches to indicate the time, bells were rung to indicate the time. The centre hall 
is very big and hence it can accommodate about 500 people at a time for 
prayers. 

 

Source: www.aptourism.in (St Joseph's Cathedral, Hyderabad) 

Line of three hills : Visakhapatnam is framed by a line of three hills, each with a 
shrine sacred to a different religion. A beautiful and detailed panoramic view of 
the entire Sea Port of the city can be seen from any of the three hills. Sri 
Venkateswara Konda - Sri Venkateswara Konda has a temple dedicated to 
LordVenkateswara which is believed to have been built by a European Captain 
Blackmoor. Ross Hill - The central and the highest Ross Hill, named after a 
Monsieur Ross who built a house on it in 1864, has now been converted into a 
Roman Catholic Mother Mary's Church. The Mother Mary's Church is now 
present here. Darga Konda - The north hill Darga Konda has a mosque and the 
mausoleum of the Muslim saint, Baba Ishaq Madina, revered for his prophecies 
and venerated by Hindu and Muslim devotees alike. The surrounding scenery 
here is absolutely astounding. 

Bhairavakonda: Located 64 km from Kanigiri and 150 km from Ongole, the 
remains of several rock-cut temples dedicated to Shiva and other Hindu deities, 
dating back to the 7th and 8th centuries A.D., can be seen here. The shrines 
have lingas and small images of Shiva as well as other Gods. The architectural 
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style is similar to that of the Pallavas, which flourished further south in Tamil 
Nadu. The place is connected by road. 

6.4 Shrine Resorts 

The state of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh is indeed rich as a hub of religious 
places and pilgrim centers. Dotted with many temples, churches and mosques 
portray the true aura of Indian art and architecture, while reflecting the culture. 

Temples, shrines & shrine resorts forms an inevitable part of Karnataka & Andhra 
tourism. And Devotees from different corners of the world come to visit 
Karnataka temples and shrines to pay their homage to their titular deities. 

Karnataka 

 
Sringeri: Sringeri is one of the most celebrated pilgrimage centers in Karnataka, 
and is home to the Sarada Peetham established by the revered spiritual leader 
Aadi Sankaracharya.    Sringeri is located amidst the Sahyadri hills in Chikmaglur 
district of Karnataka on the left bank of the river Tungabhadra. The nearest 
railhead is Birur on the Bangalore - Pune railroad. The nearest airport is at 
Mangalore (150 km). Bangalore is at a distance of 336 km from Sringeri. 
 
Vidyashankara temple: The Vidyashankara temple, Sringeri is positioned on 
the pinnacle of the Sahayadri hills that is found in a locale named Chikmanglur 
district situated inside the premises of Karnataka. The Vidyashankara temple, 
Sringeri is also placed at the left facet of the the rivulet named Tungabhadra. 
The Vidyashankara temple at Sringeri is considered to be the abode of 'Sarada 
Peetham' and founded by Adi Shankaracharya. The Vidyashankara temple, 
Sringeri is built to commemorate Guru Vidyashankara with some much needed 
assistance from the emperors of Vijaynagar. 

 
Source: jauntbharat.com (Vidyasankara Temple, Sringeri) 
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Post setting up the image of Sharada in the temple, Adi Shankaracharya also 
commenced the propagation of the philosophy that preached non-dualism that 
was known as Bharati Sampradaya. The Vidyashankara temple of Karnataka 
vividly displays the Dravidian and Hoysalan school of engineering. This is 
apparent from the 12 pillars epitomizing 12 zodiac signs that shoulder the 
mandapam and are reckoned as the 'Raasi Pillars'. Another intriguing feature of 
these pillars is that they are so skillfully erected that each pillar receives sunlight 
on the basis of the solar calender. The Vidyashankara temple, Sringeri also 
possesses severals entrance ways, six to be precise. The image of Sharada that 
was personally inaugurated by Adi Shankaracharya is constructed from 
sandalwood although it was substituted by another image that was made from 
pure gold later with the advent of the 14th century. The image of Ma Sharada is 
indeed a spectacle to watch as she is resting on the Sri Chakra Peetham with a 
Japa Mala and a parrot enhancing the beauty of both her arms.xx 
 
Kollur Mookambika Temple: The Kollur Mookambika Temple of Karnataka is 
situated 135 kilometers far from Mangalore. This is a widely visited pilgrimage 
center lying at the foot of the Western Ghats of Karnataka. This beautiful temple 
is mainly known for the gold plated crest and cooper roofs that attracts thousands 
of devotees every year. Kollur Mookambika Temple is one of the seven pilgrims 
created by Parashurama and is regarded as a very sacred place by the 
devotees. The uniqueness about this temple is that while all the pilgrims of 
Parshurama are dedicated to the deity Shiva, Ganesha, the Kollur Mookambika 
Temple is the only one devoted to Goddess Parvati. Thus, Kollur Mookambika 
Temple has a great significance to the Hindu devotees and they go there in large 
numbers to offer their prayers before her. The main deity of this temple is the 
Shivalinga which is called the Jyothirlingam. This linga is standing in front of the 
image of the Goddess Mookambika. It is said that Adi Sankara who is a great 
and renowned religious leader installed the metal image of the goddess behind 
the lingam.  

 
Source: populartemplesofindia.blogspot.com (Shri Mookambika Devi Temple, Kollur) 

 
The unique thing of the Kollur Mookambika Temple is that the lingam has been 
divided into unequal two parts by a golden line which becomes visible when the 
sunlight falls on them. Different side of the lingam of the Kollur Mookambika 
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Temple represents different deities. The right side is said to be the representative 
of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva who are representatives of principles. The larger 
left side represents Lakshmi, Saraswati and Parvati who provides creative 
energy to mankind. The Kollur Mookambika Temple at Karnataka is a very 
sacred Hindu pilgrimage center to the devotees.xx 
 
Mahabaleshwar Temple of Gokarna: Gokarna is a Hindu pilgrim center of 
South India. It is one of the most worshiped and celebrated pilgrimage in the 
coast of Karnataka. The Mahabaleshwar Temple, Gokarna is one of the famous 
places of Gokarna visited by a large number of devotees every year. 

 
Source: vimlapatil.com (Mahabaleshwar Temple, Gokarna) 

The Mahabaleshwar Temple, Gokarna of Karnataka is regarded as one of the 
seven Muktisthala temples of Karnataka. This temple is resided by a huge 
Shivlinga which is called the Atmalinga. According to the Hindu mythology, Lord 
Ganesha brought this linga here and it got rooted when he kept it on the ground. 
This linga was supposed to be given to Ravana by Lord Shiva which would make 
him very powerful. The other Gods were horrified thinking the result of it. Thus 
they begged before Lord Ganesha to help them. Then Ganesha took away the 
linga from the reach of Ravana and then fixed it on the ground so that nobody 
can pull it out. One can have a glimpse of this 6 feet tall linga of the 
Mahabaleshwar Temple of Gokarna during the occasion Ashtabandhana 
Kumbhabhishekam that too once in 40 years. As the Mahabaleshwar Temple, 
Gokarna holds the legacy and heroic deed of Lord Ganesha so there is a 
Ganesha temple located nearby the main shrine. Other than these two Gods, the 
Mahabaleshwar Temple in Gokarna is also a shrine for Gods like 
Chandikeswara, Aadi Gokarneswara, Gokarnanayagi and Dattatreya. 
 
Shravanabelagola: The major tourist attraction in Shravanabelagola is 
undoubtedly the famous Gomteshwara statue. Having a height of around 17 mts, 
this statue of Lord Bahubali is the tallest monolithic statue in the world. The 
image was installed by Chavundaraya in 988 AD, who was the minister of Ganga 
King Rachamalla Sathyavakya. Located at the top of Indragiri hill, it is 
surrounded by many sacred Jain temples. A very famous festival is also 
associated with this town. The best time to visit this pilgrim centre in Karnataka is 
during the Mahamastakabhisheka festival, that is held once in 12 years. The 
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festival was recently concluded in the year 2006 and is scheduled next in 2018. 
The main highlights of this festival are the various rituals and rites performed. 
Enjoy seeing the great statue bathed in milk, sugarcane juice and saffron paste. 
Devotees offer flower petals, sandalwood powder and turmeric powder. 
However, the best part of the festival is the end when millions and trillions of 
flower petals are thrown from a helicopter on the statue. 
 
Moodabidri: Moodabidri is known as the Jain Varanasi of South India. The 
basadis or Jain temples are found all over Dakshina Kannada district but the 
basadis here have greater significance and are considered as most ornate. Along 
with Venur and Dharmastala, Moodabidri is one of the main centres of Jain 
pilgrimage in Dakshina Kannada. There are 18 Jain basadis in Moodabidri.  

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (1000 pillar temple – Moodabidri) 

The finest of these is the 15th century Chandranatha Basadi, also known as the 
Thousand Pillars Basadi. The uniqueness of this basadi is that no two pillars are 
identical. The main entrance, which faces the east, opens onto a superb 
monolithic pillar in front of the doorway. The Basadi boasts a valuable collection 
of jewel encrusted metallic images of Jain Tirthankaras, and superb monolithic 
columns in the Jain tradition, each with a different carving. The Jain Math near 
the entrance has a library containing some precious 12th and 13th century palm 
leaf manuscripts. It is also worth visiting the 17th century Chowta Palace for its 
beautifully carved wooden pillars and ceilings. 
 
Nanjundeshwara or Srikanteswara temple: Nanjangud is a taluk headquarters 
in Mysore district and is an important center of pilgrimage. Nanjangud is on the 
banks of the River Kapila (Kabini) tributaries of the Cauvery River. The name of 
the town is derived from the huge Nanjundeshwara or Srikanteswara temple 
dedicated to the Hindu God Shiva who is locally known as Nanjundeshwara. It 
was also known as Garalapuri in the Sthalapuranas. Nanjangud is considered as 
one of the sacred Hindu pilgrimage center and also known as the ‘Dakshina 
Kashi' (southern Kashi). The temple town of Nanjangud is situated about 23 Km. 
from Mysore and 162 Km. from Bangalore. 
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Nanjangud has been a major Shaiva centre since times immemorial. The temple 
is a large complex structure in the Dravidan style, and appears to have been 
originally built by the Gangas (or Cholas) and additions were made to it through 
centuries till 1900, by the Hoysalas, Vijayanagara rulers, Palegars and others. 
Wodeyars of Mysore have provided various grants to renovate the temple. It was 
renovated by Krishnaraja Wodeyar III and the tall gopura was built in 1845. It is 
one of the biggest temples of Karnataka, 385 ft. in length and 160 ft. in breadth. 
The Muslim ruler Tipu Sultan had strong faith in God Nanjundeshwara called him 
as 'Hakim Nanjundeshwara. 

 
Source: sateesh-mane.blogspot.com (Nanjundeshwara Temple) 

 
 
Bylakuppe: One of the largest Tibetan settlements in South India, it is known for 
its monasteries, handicrafts, carpet factories, and incense factory. Bylakuppe is 
the Tibetitan Refugee resettlement, location of “Lugsum Samdupling” 
(established in 1961) and “Dickyi Larsoe” (established in 1969), in the west of 
Mysore district. The nearest town is Kushalnagar in Kodagu in the State of 
Karnataka. The Golden Temple in Bylakuppe, Karnataka, is a home for 
thousands of Tibetans living in exile and a center for Tibetan Buddhism in South 
India. The Tibetian refugees make up a population of about 10,000. It consists of 
a number of small camps/agricultural settlements close to each other, and has a 
number of monasteries, nunneries and temples in all the major Tibetan Buddhist 
traditions. Most notable among them are the large educational monastic 
institution Sera, the smaller Tashilunpo monastery (both in the Gelukpa tradition) 
and Namdroling monastery (in the Nyingma tradition). The spectacular Golden 
Temple which is also a major tourist spot in the area. 
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Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Bylakuppe-Golden Temple) 

Golden Temple is the main tourist attraction in Bylakuppe. Stepping inside the 
temple feels like walking into another world, and the noisy streets of South India 
suddenly seem to be very far away. Three beautiful golden Buddha statues each 
of 40 Feet namely Padmasambhava, Buddha and Amitayus look down at visitors 
above the altar. The walls are adorned with colourful paintings depicting gods 
and demons from Tibetan Buddhist mythology. The altar is decorated with 
flowers, candles and incense, and small birds nesting amongst the golden 
statues fly happily around the temple. This place is very calm and majestic sight, 
surrounded by its landscaped gardens. During festivals, the main courtyard 
becomes an open stage where masked dancers twirl in colorful costumes to the 
sound of gongs and massive ceremonial trumpets. Tourists are welcomed to 
visit the monasteries and temples. Photography is allowed even inside the 
temple. Sera Je Monastery keeps Tibetan Buddhist culture alive in Bylakuppe. It 
is modeled after the original Sera University in Tibet. Sera belongs to the Yellow-
Hat Gelugpa sect of Buddhism and is the local seat of education. More than 
5,000 Buddhists studying here to become monks. There are also several stores 
around the temple area that sell Tibetan jewellery, handicrafts, incense and 
souvenirs. Sakya Monastery is a double story maroon coloured structure just off 
the road as you enter Bylakuppe. Tashi Lhunpo Monastery is one of the four 
great monasteries of central Tibet and the original  seat of the Panchen Lama. 
This was re-established in Bylakuppe in 1972. There are 250 resident monks 
who study sutra and tantra. 

Andhra Pradesh  
 
Tirupati Temple: The world famous Tirumala Temple is located in the hill town 
of Tirumala in Tirupati, Chittoor District. Tirupati is famous for Sri Venkateswara 
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Swamy temple dedicated to Lord Venkateswara. It is around 600 km (370 mi) 
from Hyderabad, 138 km (86 mi) from Chennai and 291 km (181 mi) from 
Bangalore. 

 
Source: tempelsaroundtheworld.blogspot.com (Tirupati Temple) 

Tiru means 'Holy' or 'Sacred' and mala means hills/mountain in Dravidian 
languages. Therefore it translates as Holy mountains. The Tirumala Hill is 853m 
above sea level and is about 10.33 square miles (27 km2) in area. It comprises 
seven peaks, representing the seven heads of Adisesha, thus earning the name 
Seshachalam. The seven peaks are called Seshadri, Neeladri, Garudadri, 
Anjanadri, Vrushabhadri, Narayanadri, and Venkatadri. The temple is on 
Venkatadri (also known as Venkatachala or Venkata Hill), the seventh peak, and 
is also known as the "Temple of Seven Hills". The presiding deity of the temple is 
Lord Venkateswara, a form of the Hindu god Vishnu. Venkateswara is known by 
other names: Balaji, Govinda, and Srinivasa. The temple lies on the southern 
banks of Sri Swami Pushkarini, a holy water tank. The temple complex 
comprises a traditional temple building, with a number of modern queue aand 
pilgrim lodging sites. The temple is the richest pilgrimage center, after the Sree 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, of any faith (at 
more than INR 50,000 crore) and the most-visited place of worship in the world. 
The temple is visited by about 50,000 to 100,000 pilgrims daily (30 to 40 million 
people annually on average), while on special occasions and festivals, like the 
annual Brahmotsavam, the number of pilgrims shoots up to 500,000, making it 
the most-visited holy place in the world. There are several legends associated 
with the manifestation of the Lord in Tirumala. According to one legend, the 
temple has a murti (deity) of Lord Venkateswara, which it is believed shall remain 
here for the entire duration of the present Kali Yuga. 

Prasanthi Nilayam in Puttaparthi: India has always been known for its spiritual 
and cultural roots. This divine land has given birth to numerous blessed souls 
and mystics. Puttaparthi is a small village that got recognition with the little boy 
who took birth here and later came to be known as 'Sri Satya Sai Baba'. 
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Source: saibabaofworld.multiply.com (Prasanthi Nilayam in Puttaparthi) 

Puttparthi is today an important religious destination for the devotees of Sri Satya 
Sai Baba, who are spread all over the world. The Prashanti Nilayam ashram 
here, with a huge prayer hall where religious discourses are held regularly, and 
the meditation centre are important places of interest. The holy abode of the 
legendary figure, Saythya Sai Baba, Puttaparthi is a stunning edifice of 
contemporary Indian Religion. A tiny locale in the Indian Sate of Andhra Pradesh, 
Puttaparthi has gained global acclamation as a centre of religious excellence. 
This remote village on the banks of the Chitravathi River is bounded by the 
scorched and wobbly hills. Though this tiny village does not offer any of the 
splendorous vistas of nature, it has acclaimed as a much desired tourist place of 
religious significance after the establishment of Prasanthi Nilayam, in 1950. In 
fact, the most remarkable attraction in this place is the Ashram complex that 
houses a multitude of alluring attractions & has got all the modern facilities such 
as Airport, Railway connectivity etc. 

Lepakshi Temple: It is the most important place in the Anantapur District from 
the historical and archaeological point of view. The Skandhapuranam  refers to 
Lepakshi as one of the 108 Saiva temples in India . Sri Virupanna, who worked 
as a Treasury Officer of Penukonda Fort of Vijayanagara Empire, took up the 
construction of the Lord Veerabhadhra Temple at Lepakshi in the 16th-century. 
One can find the late Vijayanagara style of architecture in the vestiges of 
Lepakshi. Built in 1530 AD, it is famous for a huge 100-pillared dance hall, 
adorned with exquisite sculptures. One can see a life-size granite sculpture of 
Veerabhadra, a giant monolith of Nandi as well as carvings of Naga linga, flying 
Gandharvas, Ganesha etc. Special pujas are conducted every Monday. The 10-
day Asvayuja Masam Festival celebrated in February is when devotees from far 
and wide join the celebrations. From the centre of the mantapa emerges a dome, 
twenty-one feet high, like a great lotus of heaven. In this huge mandapa, the 
ceiling is divided into different panels by beams that are painted with some of the 
most exquisite murals of the Deccan. 
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Source: Indian-temple-photo.blogspot.com (Srisailam Mallikarjuna Swami Temple) 

Lepakshi is situated at a distance of 110 km from Ananthapur. Lepakshi is well 
connected by road with frequent bus and private transport facilities from 
Hindupur at the distance of 15 KM. The nearest railhead is at Hindupur. 

Srisailem Temple: Located on a 457 metre high hill is the Bhramaramba 
Mallikarjunaswamy temple ( Srisailam temple). It is one of the 12 Jyotirlingas. It is 
said that Vrishabha, the sacred bull of Lord Shiva performed penance here. Lord 
Shiva appeared before him, with his consort Goddess Parvati in the form of 
Mallikarjuna and Bhramaramba. A massive fort, with 6 metre high walls encloses 
the temple. A cluster of minor shrines within the temple enclosure include the 
Sahasra Linga, Panchapandava temples and Vata Vriksha. The most appealing 
feature of this temple is that anyone of any caste and creed can touch the deity 
and worship here. At Sikharam, the highest of the Srisailam hills, is Sikhareswara 
Swamy temple dedicated to Lord Shiva, and also a beautiful Sri Ganapathi 
temple. The nearest airport to Srisailam is Hyderabad at a distance of 237 km. 
The nearest railhead is Nandyal on Guntur-Hubli broad gauge line, at a distance 
of 158 km. 

Draksharamam Temple: It is located at about 40 km from Rajahmundry and is 
considered to be a sacred pilgrimage destination in Andhra. Also known as 
Dakshina Kasi, the Bhimeswara Swamy temple here is thronged bydevotees 
regularly. The architecture of the temple is splendid and is a perfect blend of both 
the Chalukya and Chola style. There are inscriptions dating from 1080 AD to 
1434 AD, which are a pure delight for historians. In this temple, the Linga is 2.6 
meters high is said to be made of one large crystal. 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  150 
 

                                                                                                                                
Mecca Masjid: At two hundred yards southwest of the Charminar is the Mecca 
Masjid, so named because the bricks were brought from Mecca to build the 
central arch. The Qutub Shahis never finished the building of the mosque, which 
was completed by Aurangzeb in 1694. Mecca Masjid is poetry in stone, with a 
hall measuring 67m and soaring to a height of 54m. Fifteen graceful arches - five 
to each of the three sides, support the roof.  

 
Source: primej.blogspot.com (Mecca Masjid, Hyderabad) 

Towards the southern end of the mosque lie the marble graves of members of 
the Asaf Jahi dynasty. Located at Old City near Charminar, Hyderabad. 

6.5 Check Your Progress 
 

1) Name any two prominent Jain pilgrimages of Karnataka? 
     
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2) Name any three popular shrines in Karnataka? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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3) Who built Hoysaleswara temple & where it is present? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4) Name the only temple dedicated to Lord Siva in Tirupati? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
5) Name two shrine resorts in Karnataka? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
6) Name two shrine resorts in Andhra Pradesh? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
7) Which place is known as Jain Varanasi of South India? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
8) Name the largest Tibetan settlement in South India? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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9) Bhramaramba Mallikarjunaswamy temple is known by what other name? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

6.6 Summary 
After going through this unit, you must understood about the influence of religion 
on tourism in the states of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. The majority of sacred 
pilgrimages in Karnataka owe allegiance to Hinduism even though Jain religious 
places are found in many regions. Shravanabelagola, Dharmasthala and Karkala 
are prominent Jain pilgrimages of Karnataka. Great religious scholars like 
Shankracharya and Basaveshwara established sacred maths and consecrated 
many pilgrimages. The religious places of Karnataka epitomize the tenets of 
religious tolerance and communal harmony. For ages, religions have co-existed 
peacefully in Karnataka. Andhra Pradesh is more visited by pilgrims, than by 
tourists. And most of the tourists, who come to the state, are here to explore the 
many magnificent temples. Lord Venkateswara Temple in Tirupati is the most 
prominent religious place in the state, there are many other places as well that 
are hugely famous among pilgrims such as Amravati , Srisailam etc. 
After going through this unit, we would learn about cultural & natural attractions 
of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh in the later chapters. 
 

6.7 Clues to Answer 
Check your progress  

1. Refer Sec 6.3 
2. Refer Sec 6.3 
3. Refer Sec 6.3 
4. Refer Sec 6.3 
5. Refer Sec 6.4 
6. Refer Sec 6.4 
7. Refer Sec 6.4 
8. Refer sec 6.4 
9. Refer Sec 6.4 
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http://www.mapsofindia.com/karnataka/tourism/mahabaleshwar-temple-gokarna.html
http://www.mapsofindia.com/karnataka/tourism/mahabaleshwar-temple-gokarna.html
http://www.inmysore.com/nanjangud
http://www.karnataka.com/mysore/bylakuppe/
http://www.aptourism.in/index.php/k2-separator/k2/item/37-tirupatitemple#.UTlqmsp37Ec
http://www.aptourism.in/index.php/k2-separator/k2/item/37-tirupatitemple#.UTlqmsp37Ec
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UNIT 7: FOLK TRADITIONS, ART, CRAFT, 
FAIRS & FESTIVALS, AND SCOPE FOR 

ETHNIC TOURISM  

STRUCTURE 

7.1 Objectives 
7.2 Introduction 
7.3 Folk Traditions  
7.4 Art and Craft 
7.5 Fairs & Festivals 
7.6 Scope of Ethnic Tourism 
7.7 Check Your Progress 
7.8 Summary 
7.9 Clues to Answer 

 

7.1 Objectives 
After going through the Unit 7 on Folk Traditions, Art, Craft, Fairs & Festivals, 
and Scope for Ethnic Tourism in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh, you would be 
able to:  

 Understand the popular Folk Traditions present in Karnataka & Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 Know about the Art & craft of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Understand the role of Fairs & festivals in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of Ethnic tourism in Karnataka & Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 

7.2 Introduction 
Tourism has been a major social phenomenon of the societies all along. It is 
motivated by natural urge of every human being for new experience, adventure, 
education and entertainment. Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh are two states of 
India which are known for its rich heritage & culture. And they keep the tourist 
luring due to the rich culture, traditions & ethnicity. By virtue of its varied 
geography and long history, Karnataka hosts numerous spots of interest for 
tourists. There is an array of ancient sculptured temples, modern cities, scenic 
hill ranges, unexplored forests and endless beaches. Karnataka has been ranked 
as the fourth most popular destination for tourism among the states of India. 
Karnataka has the second highest number of nationally protected monuments in 
India, second only to Uttar Pradesh. 

In dance, art, sculpture, in literature and especially in classical music Karnataka 
has the oldest literary tradition among the Dravidian languages. Evidence of this 
is found in the 9th century treatise on poetry called the Kavirajamarga, where 
references are made to earlier writings. The three ‘gems of Kannada literature’ 
are the poets Pampa, Ponna and Ranna. They lived between the 10th and 12th 
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centuries. Carnatic music along with the North Indian Hindustani tradition makes 
up the body of Indian classical music. It is a distinctly different tradition from that 
of Hindustani music. The stringed tanpura, the mridangam, the ghatam and 
violins too usually accompany a vocal music recital. Karnataka has a particularly 
rich culture of folk theatre. The most famous forms are Yakshagana, which 
features a single narrator, and Bayalata, which has multiple narrative voices. 
Both these may be rustic in flavour but in technique, they are quite sophisticated. 
Other lesser-known forms are the Dasarata and Sannata and the Dodatta. Silk, 
incense, coffee and sandalwood are the major products of Karnataka. A very 
famous craft of Karnataka is Bidriware. Originally produced in the town of Bidar, 
this metal craft is made by inlaying silver (or gold) in blackened metal.  

 

Source: lomov.blogspot.com (Yakshagana, Karnataka) 

Andhra Pradesh is a vibrant conglomeration of People, culture and Festivals. 
Owing its origin to some of the great Dynasties of the past, the state manifests a 
magnificent blend of rich nizami tradition and royal heritage. One of the most 
popular tourist attractions of India, the place shines with an effervescent social 
structure. Once the dwelling ground of Chalukyas and mughal rulers, Andhra 
Pradesh is inhabited by a large number of people who speak different languages, 
follow different religion and yet live harmoniously with each other for many 
centuries. Divided into various castes, the People of the state fall under two 
major categories – those who live on the banks of Krishna and Godavari and 
those who live in the hilly and forest areas of the place. The major tribes and sub-
tribes that are widely found across the length and breadth of Andhra Pradesh 
include gadabas, koyas, kolamis, bhagatas, khonds and savaras, among others. 
The pulsating cultural base of Andhra Pradesh showcases the richness of the 
nizams, the elegance of the mughals and the sophistication of the cholas. The 
majestic architecture of the charminar, Golconda fort, salar jung museum, 
successfully bear the imprints of the skilled construction abilities of the past rulers 
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of the state. The globally acclaimed kuchipudi dance is yet another fascinating 
evidence of the vivacious Culture of Andhra Pradesh. The Festivals of the state 
depicts the multi-hued tradition of the place. Along with the national Festivals, 
Andhra Pradesh celebrates its own unique series of Fairs and fiestas that speaks 
of the bright customs and rituals of the place. The major Festivals of the state 
comprises of vinayaka chaviti, rayalaseema food and dance Festival, pongal, 
lumbini Festival, visaka utsav, makara sankranthi, deccan Festival and ugadi. 
Inspiring the socio-cultural spectrum of Andhra Pradesh, the excellent People, 
Culture, Festivals of the state takes the place to unexplored heights of success. 

7.3 Folk Traditions  
 
Karnataka: Karnataka has a rich cultural legacy dating back to the Roman 
Empire, and this can be seen from the similarities in the folk culture of Karnataka 
and ancient Rome.Music, dance and drama are the very lifeblood of Karnataka 
culture. Ritualistic dances performed in Karnataka are its main cultural treasures. 
Some of them are Dollu Kunitha, Puja Kunitha, Devare Thatte Kunitha, 
Yellammana Kunitha, and Suggi Kunitha. Most of these dance rituals take the 
name after the deity or the symbol or the instruments which the dancers carry on 
their heads while performing the dance. 

 
Source: musicalzing.com (Dollu Kunitha, Karnataka) 

It was the Vijayanagara kings and the Wodeyars who patronized music in 
Karnataka and great singers like Purandara Dasa and Kanaka Dasa flourished 
during their reign. Hindustani music contributed to the culture of Karnataka and 
many great singers came from this musical genre in Karnataka. Another most 
important aspect of Karnataka culture is its folk theater art called Yakshagana 
and Byalatta. This Yakshagana theatre form hails from the Uttara Kannada 
region and they are mainly based on the great epic Mahabharata. In 
Yakshagana, the dancers wear colourful costumes and perform with a variety of 
facial expressions. This folk theater is a unique combination of dance, songs, 
colourful costumes, music and dialogues, which keeps the audience enthralled. 
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Nagamandala is an elaborate ritual performed by the people of Dakshina 
Kannada and this is conducted extravagantly throughout the night where the 
dancers are dressed as nagakannikas and perform dances, which resemble the 
movements of a snake. The nocturnal ritual takes place between December to 
April. Karnataka has a confluence of three distinct musical traditions which have 
flourished for centuries. They are Hindusthani Sangita, Karnataka Sangita and 
folk music. (janapada sangita) The geographical position of Karnataka and the 
fact that North Karnataka had close contacts with the royal dynasties of the North 
are the reasons for this healthy situation. Veena, flute, Mrdanga, huduka, kinnari, 
pataha, Beri, karade, Avuja, vallaki, dandikA, dundubi, Dindima, Damaru are 
some of the instruments  used in Karnataka music. An ancient art form of leather 
puppetry, which uses stories drawn from the Ramayana and Mahabharata, is 
known as Togalu Bombeaata. It is an ancient heritage, and is still performed in 
rural Karnataka. The local village people use this form of puppetry to seek a good 
harvest and plenty of rainfall and also to get rid of diseases or attacks by pests. 

 
Source: indianfusion.aglasem.com (Kuchipudi dance, Andhra Pradesh) 

 
Andhra Pradesh: Andhra Pradesh is a state rich in natural resources, cultural 
heritage, history and most of all, an opportunity to explore them.  Created by 
combining the old princely state of Hyderabad with the Telugu speaking portions 
of the former state of Chennai, Andhra Pradesh to this day retains much of its 
regal glory and mystic charm.  As the home of abundant folk tradition, Andhra 
Pradesh has more than sixty classical and folk dance forms.  The cultural 
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heritage of Andhra Pradesh is rich with classical and folk arts ranging from the 
ballad singing 'Burrakatha' to the refined classical form of 'Kuchipudi' dance. 
Telugu, the official language of Andhra Pradesh, is described by C.P. Brown as 
the " Italian of the East ".  It has been influenced by Sanskrit.  The prominent 
poets of Telugu include Nannaya, Tikkana, Sri Krishna Devarayulu and a host of 
others. The dance styles in the State are based on the standard treatises, viz. 
Abhinaya Darpana and Bharatarnava of Nandikeshwara, which is sub-divided 
into Nattuva Mala and Natya Mala.  A few of the popular performing arts are 
mentioned below: 
 
Popular Performing Arts  
Andhra Natyam: The traditional dance form of 'Andhra Natyam' originated as a 
temple dance around 2000 years ago.  The dance form was categorized as 
'Agma Nartana' performed in the temples, 'Carnatakam' performed in the royal 
courts, and 'Darbari Attam' performed in the courtyards of temples for the 
common man.  Andhra Natyam is similar in style to Bharatanatyam and is based 
on Nandikesa's 'Abhinaya Darpana' and Bharata's 'Natya Shastra'.  This was the 
female tradition (Lasya) of dance that was characterized by a rich display of foot 
work and superior 'abhinaya'.  The present Andhra Natyam is performed with 
stylish costumes, makeup, ornaments and orchestra, unlike the original version. 
Kuchipudi Dance: Kuchipudi, a blend of music and abhinaya, is Andhra 
Pradesh‘s unique contribution to dance.  It flowered from a village called 
Kuchelapuri or Kuchelapuram in Krishna district.  From its birth around 300 B. C., 
it has remained a continuous and living tradition of this region.  It was originally 
performed by men of the Brahmin community.  This dance drama enactment 
throbs with Telugu lyrics and Sanskrit verses.  It is distinguished from other 
dance forms by narrative interruptions that makes it very popular and expressive.  
This art form emphasizes on animation.  Apart from that it is akin to 
'Bharathanatyam'.  The present style of Kuchipudi and its development are 
accredited to 'Siddhendra Yogi' and 'Tirtha Narayana'. Perini Thandavam: 'Perini 
Thandavam' is a vigorous male dance form flourished during the warrior 
Kakatiyas of Warangal.  The warriors enacted the dance in front of the idol of 
'Lord Siva' before they left for the battlefield.  The dance is done to the 
resounding beats of drums.  Dr. Nataraja Ramakrishna revived the dance form to 
the present day status.  
Tappetta Gullu: 'Tappatta Gallu', a folk dance in narrative form that combines 
devotion with entertainment, is confined to Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and 
Srikakulam districts. The dance involves 15 - 30 dancers dressed in colorful attire 
with a small drum locally called 'tappetta gundu'.  With rhythmic beat of the drum, 
the performers sing and dance to enchant the villagers.  This dance form has 
become a popular ballad being performed at important cultural festivals in 
Andhra Pradesh.  Folk dances of Andhra Pradesh are varieties in forms and 
styles. Andhra Pradesh is considered as rich in its folk culture. Its folk culture 
comprises of the various dances like the Gobbi Dance, Bathakamma dance, 
Dhamal Dance, Mathuri Dance, Dandaria Dance, Veeraanatyam, Butta Bommalu 
etc. 
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7.4 Art and Craft 
 
Karnataka: Arts and crafts of Karnataka always have been an inseparable part 
of people's life. Karnataka is among those states that still employ traditional 
methods for producing their arts and crafts. In yesteryears as well, Karnataka has 
been the hallmark of excellence in craftsmanship. This is evident form the 
numerous temples that are present in Karnataka. They are living examples 
portraying the skills that the people of that era possessed. The magic of hands 
has been passed down to the younger generation and that is visible in the 
paintings and other art works. It is not one place that is excelling in this aspect, 
almost every part of Karnataka is famous for one thing or the other. Like Mysore 
is renowned for its paintings and silk apparels whereas Udupi is famous for its 
metal works. Many institutes have started in Karnataka where masters in 
different forms of arts and crafts impart their knowledge to upcoming artists. The 
Craft of Wood Carving- Karnataka has come to occupy a pride of place in the 
field of wood carving. Holding a vast densely populated forest reserves, the State 
provides enough raw material for its craftsmen who continue to employ age-old 
techniques for carving, inlay-work, coating, and painting and lacquer articles in 
wood. Ancient temple wood architecture is the foremost specimen of wood 
carving, where wood has been used extensively and carved finely into delicate 
sculptures. The ceilings and gateways of royal homes and the temples showcase 
hundreds of intricately carved images of gods and goddesses. Rosewood articles 
are a one of the shopper's delight, that tourist take home with them articles or 
sculptures carved out of rosewood, beautifully carved rosewood elephant is most 
famous of all. Mysore craftsmen have acquired expertise in wood inlay work 
making exquisite articles delineating picturesque beauty, tranquil scenes and lot 
more. The Maharaja's palace in Mysore and the mausoleum of Tipu Sultan in 
Srirangapattna are foremost specimens of master craftsmanship where visitors 
get virtually stunned with the startling intricacy and delicacy of work. 
 
Ivory Carving- Ivory carving is another popular craft prevailing in the entire state. 
Articles carved delicately without excessively ornate image adjoining the figures, 
mostly showcasing the figures of god and goddess. Some of Mysore's 
masterpieces in ivory are now preserved in the Heritage Museum in Russia and 
in the South Kensington Museum, London. 
 
Stone Carvers- Shilpis, the stone carvers of Karnataka are supreme of all, they 
had won the master crafts-man awards at the national level while others have 
been assigned to carve stone idols for Hindu temples abroad, especially in the 
USA.  
 
Sandalwood Craft- Talking about sandalwood, Mysore's charm lies in the 
fragrance of this soft wood which is extensively used to produce beautiful art 
pieces. There is vast range of sandalwood product carved by the highly skilled 
workers. The gudigar families of Shimoga, Uttara Kannada and Mysore districts 
specialize in this craft. Krishna images are very popular among the devout, 
besides articles like lamp shades, trays, jewel boxes, decorative articles, combs 
and even walking sticks with rosewood handles. 
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Doll Making-Doll making is another craft famous in Karnataka evenly arranged 
on wooden platforms, decorated and displayed during the nine day Dusshera 
festival . Kinnal and Gokak in north Karnataka and Channapatna on the 
Bangalore/Mysore are famous for doll-making. The art of making puppet has 
galvanized many wood artisans and painters to produce a variety of puppets. 
Besides puppets made of wood, Karnataka also makes leather puppets which 
are more extensively used. 

 
Source: siddharthakamdeuri.blogspot.com (Bidriware, Karnataka) 

Metal Ware/ Bidriware- Bidar in Karnataka, is a famous for bidriware-a craft 
done on a metal plate of zinc, copper, tin and lead. Bidri articles ornamental jugs, 
bowls; plates pen holders, candle sticks and even paper knives. Nagamangala 
near Mysore is famous for its bronze items and Mangalore in the west coast 
boasts of domestic articles made of bell-metal. Metal ware in Karnataka has a 
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rich and ancient tradition, Udupi - the temple town is famous for its small images 
and ritual objects, while Karkala - an ancient Jain center, is well-known for its 
Jain icons. 
 
Karnataka Mysore Paintings - Fabulous Mysore paintings of Karnataka are 
another attraction that dates back to the carving of Ajanta Caves. The soft lines, 
the smooth and elegant drawing of figures the sagacious use of bright vegetable 
colors and lustrous gold leaf, make the traditional paintings of Mysore very 
elegant and attractive and most demanding in international market. Chitrakala 
Parishat in Bangalore, showcasing masterpiece collection of old paintings, also 
runs a school for teaching the art of traditional painting. 
 
Mysore Silk: Silk is the main export material from Karnataka and Mysore is the 
main center for the production of mulberry silk in the state. It is estimated that 
around 75 percent of India's production of mulberry silk comes from Karnataka. 
Mysore became the main center for silk as early as in the reign of Tipu Sultan. 
He was very much interested in the concept of Sericulture and brought silk 
worms from Bengal. He set up more than 20 silk worm rearing center, giving 
Mysore a new industry. And since then it has only been on the rise. Like in other 
parts, Silk in Karnataka as well is used mainly for the production of silk saris. 
Although, shawls made of silk are also hugely popular in India. 
 

 
Source: ithappensinindia.com (Mysore silk sari) 

Andhra Pradesh: There is no dearth of exuberant culture and traditions in 
andhra Pradesh. One can find many forms of performing arts, handlooms and 
curios. The range of handicrafts is absolutely fantastic at Andhra Pradesh. They 
hold a special place in the culture and tradition of the state. 
Handicrafts: Some of the most exquisite handicrafts are found in Andhra 
Pradesh. Many of them evolved from within the state whereas some were 
brought by the people coming to this magnificent state.  
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Banjara Needle Crafts (Embroidery): This art form belongs to the nomads and 
gypsies of Andhra Pradesh. The embroidery of this form is live and vibrant. 
Banjaras in Andhra Pradesh display their colorful lifestyle through their exuberant 
clothes. 
 
Bronze Castings: The famous bronze idols were based on the verses from the 
Shilpashastra. These verses were called dhyana. These verses instruct the 
craftsmen about the physical measurements, proportions, description of the 
deity, characteristics, symbolism and above all, aesthetics. 
 
Budithi Brassware:  The Budithi Brassware originated from a small village 
called Budithi in central Srikakulam, a district in Andhra Pradesh. This place is 
famous for creating beautiful shapes out of alloys. These shapes are also 
available in modern as well as antique style.  
 
Pembarthi Metal Crafts:  Pembarthi is a small village located in the state of 
Andhra Pradesh at about 100 kms from Hyderabad. The village is famed 
worldwide for its unmatched brassware tradition. This meticulous brass work art 
flourished during the reign of Kakatiyas empire. 
 
Durgi Stone Craft: The famous Durgi stone craft originated in the Durgi. It is 
situated 10 Kms from Macherla in Andhra Pradesh. There is a school of 
sculpture and stone carving located here, which imparts this ancient skill. Some 
of the masterpieces of Durgi Stone Craft is found at the Nagarjunakonda 
museum.  
 
Kondapalli Toys: The famous Kondapalli toys are made of softwood, known as 
Tella Poniki. These toys are also made up of sawdust, tamarind seed powder, 
enamel gums and watercolors. After the toy is carved on the wood, a paste made 
of tamarind, wood and sawdust is applied for giving further shapes and attaching 
limbs etc., to the toy. This art form belongs to the Kondapalli district of Andhra 
Pradesh.  
 
Lacquer Ware: The Lacquer craft is widely found in Etikoppaka in Andhra 
Pradesh. This place is one of the major centers of this craft. The Lacquer craft 
involves the application of lacquer on wood in pleasing shades to create a 
distinguishing appeal.   
 
Nirmal Arts - Paintings & Toys: The Nirmal art is generally found in the Nirmal 
town, Adilabad district of Andhra Pradesh. Here, many craftsmen known as 
Nakash reside. They are involved in Niramal arts, in which scenes from the 
Hindu epics, Mahabharata and Ramayana are painted.  
 
Veena Manufacturing: At Bobbili in Andhra Pradesh, the oldest musical 
instrument, Saraswati Veena is manufactured. This instrument is even mentioned 
in almost all ancient texts. It is an integral part of Carnatic music, famous all over 
the world for its melody and harmony. 
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Handlooms: The handlooms of Andhra Pradesh are of excellent quality. It is also 
famous for its fine saris all over the world. Every region of the state has its own 
style and weave. 
 
Chirala Textiles: The textiles of Chirala are quite famous. The Chirala textile is 
made by using a large quantity of oil, which is used in preparing yarn for 
weaving. After the fabric is ready, it is wrapped with wax & clay before being 
dyed in selected colors . 
 
Dharmavaram Saris: The Dharmavaram in Andhra Pradesh is famous for silk 
saris all over the world. These saris are specially worn on functions. They have 
simple, plain borders without much contrast. The borders of these saris are 
commonly broad having brocaded gold patterns. The borders also have butta 
and the pallus of the saris have exclusive designs. 
 
Eluru Carpets: The Eluru in Andhra Pradesh is famous for its woolen pile carpet 
industry. This art from was brought to India by the Persians who migrated to 
Andhra Pradesh during the Muhammaddin regime. Later, they developed the 
carpet industry here.  
 
Gadwal Saris: Gadwal located in Andhra Pradesh is famous all over the world 
for its beautiful saris. The body of the Sari is cotton whereas the border and pallu 
are in silk. The cotton and silk fabrics are woven separately and then attached 
together. 

 
Source: swethasareemandir.in (Dharmavaram Saree) 

 
Ikat Weaving Handlooms: This is a skill that requires a lot of intricacy. It is a 
style of weaving, where the yarn is randomly dyed in natural zigzag or geometric 
patterns. The Ikat weaving originated in Nalgonda district of andhra Pradesh. 
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This internationally acclaimed weaving form, is now practiced mainly in 
Puttapaka, Pochampalli and Chautuppal villages of andhra Pradesh. 
 
Kalamkari Fabrics: The Kalamkari is a fabric famous all over the world for its 
beautiful vegetable colors used on the clothes. These fabrics include a range of 
special mythological  

 
Source: saritharao.blogspot.com (Kalamkari Fabrics) 

designs for Hindus, prayer carpets for Mohammadans, tent lining cloth, chintz, 
table clothes and curtain clothes printed in attractive colors. This art form is found 
at Machilipatnam in andhra pradesh. 
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Source: shop.apcofabrics.com (Mangalagiri Sarees) 

 
 Mangalagiri Sarees:  The Mangalagiri saris and dress materials are made from 
Mangalgiri cotton, which is quite popular here. Mangalagiri, located 12 Kms from 
Vijayawada is also an important pilgrimage center in Andhra Pradesh. 
 
Uppada Sarees Handlooms: The Uppada saris are produced in Uppada, a 
beach town located 20 kms from Kakinada. It is famous for attractively designed 
cotton saris. At Peddapuram, 20 kms from Kakinada one can buy delicately 
designed silk saris created by local artisans.  
 

7.5 Fairs & Festivals 
 
Karnataka: With several ancient temples and rich cultural heritage, Karnataka 
cselebrates various colorful temples. Having a multi-religious population, many 
festivals are celebrated here.  
 
Dussehra 
Dusshera is the main Hindu festival of Karnataka. This ten days festival was 
celebrated with extravagance by the rulers of Vijayanagar Empire. Later, this 
became a tradition. The festival was celebrated at Mysore where a Durbar was 
held for 9 days and on the 10th day a huge procession was taken out with 
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decorated elephants, colorful folks and much more. It is still celebrated in Mysore 
with great pomp and show.   

 
Source: e-incredibleindia.com (Yugadi, New Year’s Day in Kannada) 

Yugadi- Yugadi is considered as the New Year's Day in Kannada tradition. It falls 
on the late March or early April and is celebrated all over Karnataka. On this day 
the dinner is specially prepared and it starts with jaggery and neem leaves. This 
depicts that life is nothing but a bundle of joys and sorrows.  
Karaga- This festival is mainly celebrated at the Darmaraya Temple in 
Bangalore. It is celebrated on the full moon day of Chaitra, the first month of 
Hindu Calendar. This festival is celebrated in the honor of Draupathi, the spouse 
of Pandavas, famous religious characters from the great Hindu epic, 
Mahabharata.  

 Rajyotsava Day: The Rajyotsava Day is celebrated on the 1st of November 
every year. This day marks the formation of the Karnataka State. Apart from this, 
other state festivals celebrated here are the Coorg festival, Hampi/Vijayanagar 
festival and the Hoysala festival. These festivals celebrate the rich cultural 
heritage of Karnataka.  
 
Karnataka has a multi-religious population. Thus, festivals of all religions are 
celebrated here. Some of the Muslims festivals celebrated here are Eid-ul-Fitr, 
Eid-ul-Adha, Milad-un-Nabi and Moharrum. Christians residing in the state 
celebrate festivals like Christmas, Easter, Good Friday etc along with the rest of 
the nation. Buddhist and Jain festivals like Buddha Poornima and Mahaveera 
Jayanthi are also celebrated in certain regions of the State. Some of the other 
Hindu festivals that are celebrated in Karanataka along with the rest of the 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  167 
 

                                                                                                                                
country are Makara Samkramana, Sri Ramanavami, Sri Krishna Janmashtami, 
Ganesh Chaturthi and Deepavali. 
 
Fairs: 
Sri Vithappa Fair: This fair is held in the honour of Vithappa, the deity of the 
village, Vithappa. It is a three days festival and about 7 to 8 thousand people 
gather during the fair. This fair has a religious and folk importance.  

The Godachi Fair: The Godachi fair is held at Godachi village in Ramdurg Taluk 
of Karnataka. It is held in the month of Kartik This fair is held in the honour of Shri 
Veerabhadra and it is organized by the government of Karnataka.   

Shri Yellamma Devi Fair:  Shri Yellamma Devi fair is held at Saundatti. It is held 
for about 5 times between October and February. But the Margasira is the 
biggest one, which is held on the full moon day.  

Banashankari Devi Fair: The Banashankari Devi fair is held near Badami. It is 
an annual fair held in the month of January on the full moon day. This fair lasts 
for 10 to 12 days. At the fair, villagers buy agricultural items, utensils and other 
articles of domestic needs. 

Andhra Pradesh: Andhra Pradesh is famous for its varied culture and tradition. 
One of the highlight of its culture are the numerous festivals celebrated here. 
Most of these festivals are religious and some are organized by the government 
of Andhra Pradesh state. These festivals are celebrated with great pomp and 
gaiety.   
 
There are various religious fairs & festivals celebrated in Andhra Pradesh. These 
festivals belong to different religions, but are celebrated with equal excitement 
and enthusiasm.  
 
Pongal (January) -Famous Pongal, the harvest festival, is celebrated from the 
13th to the 15th of January every year. It literally means "boiling over" and is a 
celebration of the flourishing crops in the fields. This festival basically belongs to 
farming community, but today it is celebrated throughout the South India. Mainly 
in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
 
Sivaratri (February - March) -Shivratri, is one of the pre-historic festivals 
celebrated all over India in the months of February/March. This festival is 
devoted to Lord Shiva, the destroyer. Sivaratri is celebrated by remaining awake 
throughout the night, visiting the temple and listening to the Vedic recitals and 
their meanings.   
 
Ugadi (April - May) - Ugadi is the New Year's day in andhra culture. It is 
celebrated every year after the celebration of 'holi' in April-May.  
 
Vinayaka Or Ganesh Chaturthi (August - September)- Ganesh or Vinayak 
Chaturthi is celebrated to mark the birthday of Lord Ganesh or Vinayak. This 
famous festival is celebrated with excitement and enthusiasm throughout the 
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country along with Andhra Pradesh. The duration of Ganesh Chaturthi is ten 
days and on the tenth day Ganesh idols are immersed in the Hussain Sagar lake.  
Diwali (October - November) - Diwali, the festival of light, is celebrated in th entire 
country including Andhra Pradesh. This festival is dedicated to the goddess of 
wealth, Lakshmi. It is celebrated by decorating house with lights and burning 
crackers. 
 
Moharrum (April) - Moharrum is a Muslim festival celebrated in Hyderabad. 
Other Muslim festivals like Milad-un-Nabi and Id are also celebrated with 
assemblies held at Mecca Masjid and at Dar-us-Salaam. These festivals are also 
celebrated with equal happiness all over the country. 
 
 Andhra Pradesh Tourism conducts four festivals every year. These festivals help 
the thriving tourism in the state.   
 
Urs of Hazrat Ali - Held every year in Kohir, near Hyderabad during the months 
of October and November. 
 
Deccan Festival (February) - The Deccan festival is a celebration of 
Hyderabad's arts, crafts, culture and cuisine. The highlights of the festival are the 
Pearls and Bangles fair and a food fair. The festival also includes cultural 
programs, food stalls, arts and craft shops etc. 
 
Lumbini Festival (December) - The Lumbini festival celebrates the Buddhist 
Heritage of andra Pradesh. This festival is celebrated in Nagarjunasagar and 
Hyderabad for three days from second Friday of December, every year.  
 
Utsav (January) - The Visaka Utsav is a celebration of the arts, crafts and 
cuisine of Visakahapatan district. It is celebrated from the 3rd Sunday of January 
in every year and the duration of the festival is three days.   
 
Rayalaseema Food and Dance Festival (October) - The Rayalaseema Food 
and Dance Festival is held in the month of October. This festival displays the arts 
and cuisine of Rasyalaseema area of Tirupati in Chitoor district.  

7.6 Scope of Ethnic Tourism 

Karnataka:  Karnataka, the eighth largest state in India has been ranked as the 
fifth most popular state in the country for tourism. The diverse linguistic and 
religious ethnicities that are native to Karnataka combined with their long 
histories have contributed immensely to the varied cultural heritage of the state. 
Apart from Kannadigas, Karnataka is home to Tuluvas, Kodavas and Konkanis. 
Minor populations of Tibetan Buddhists and tribes like the Soligas, 
Yeravas, Todas and Siddhis also live in Karnataka. Karnataka people are an 
extremely varied mix of ethnic, racial and religious affiliations. Malayalis, Tamils, 
Marathis and people from Andhra Pradesh have co-existed in mutual harmony 
with the indigenous people of the land for centuries. Karnataka people have 
always upheld the ideals of tolerance. It therefore seems obvious that people of 
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varied ethnicities have made and still continue to make Karnataka their home. 
Indigenous tribes like the Kurubas are the original people of Karnataka. However, 
at various points of time, people of both Aryan and Dravidian ethnicities have 
made Karnataka their home. If Brahmins and other upper caste Hindus came 
with Shankaracharya and made Karnataka their home, then the Tigalas came in 
the times of Hyder Ali. 

Kannad is the official language and is spoken by most people in Karnataka. But 
at the same time there are other linguistic groups like Tamil, Malayali, Konkani, 
Hindia and Urdu speaking people. Hinduism is the most widely followed religion 
in Karnataka followed by Islam and Christianity. The Malayali groups are 
centered around Mysore and form a distinct socio-linguistic group within 
Karnataka people. The Coorgs of the Koduva district form a distinct group among 
Karnataka people. Despite being a part of the Kannad mainstream, they do have 
customs, religious practices and dress codes that are unique to their tribe. 
 

 
Source: dijaraj.wordpress.com (Kurubas, A Tribe of Karnataka) 

The various ethnicities within the people from Karnataka have extremely 
indigenous traditions, customs and languages. Kurubas are the main tribal group. 
They are further divided into many ethnicities like Bewttada Kuruba and Jenu 
Kurubas. These people of Karnataka have their individual language and their 
very own religion. The Kurubas depend largely on agriculture as their mode of 
livelihood. Modern Karnataka has an extremely cosmopolitan feel about it. 
Various people from across India as well as various parts of the world have 
heartily made Karnataka their home. All these aspects add great ethnicity to 
Karnataka & also add to great scope of ethnic tourism. 
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Andhra Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh is a vibrant conglomeration of People, culture and Festivals. 
Owing its origin to some of the great Dynasties of the past, the state manifests a 
magnificent blend of rich nizami tradition and royal heritage. One of the most 
popular tourist attractions of India, the place shines with an effervescent social 
structure. 
 

Once the dwelling ground of Chalukyas and mughal rulers, Andhra 
Pradesh is inhabited by a large number of people who speak different languages, 
follow different religion and yet live harmoniously with each other for many 
centuries. Divided into various castes, the People of the state fall under two 
major categories – those who live on the banks of Krishna and Godavari and 
those who live in the hilly and forest areas of the place. The major tribes and sub-
tribes that are widely found across the length and breadth of Andhra Pradesh 
include gadabas, koyas, kolamis, bhagatas, khonds and savaras, among others. 

 
In Andhra Pradesh there are certain nomadic tribes. Piccukaguntlu, 

Balasanta, Saradakandru, Viramushtivaru, Bavanilu, Birannalavaru, 
Gollasuddulu, Davaluru, Jangamulu, Kommuvaru etc are Telugu nomads whose 
main occupation is ballad singing. They are favoured by particular castes for 
maintaining their family records and singing their past glory. Some of them are 
occupied in itinerary trade and commerce, while their womenfolk  are engaged in 
cottage industries like making toys, baskets, mats, beads and cosmetics. They 
are always on the move, subject to the changes of weather and this state of living 
is traditional. These nomadic tribes have their own forms of recreation and 
pastimes which go a long way in making their life less rigorous and even 
contended. They take suffering in their stride but they know how to seek refuge 
from life's worries in a native and pleasant manner. 

 
Among non-Telugu nomads, Lambadis also called Sugalis are very 

prominent. Originally they were Rajasthani's who took to a nomadic way of life 
and moved in batches towards the south of the sub-continent. Some of them are 
found in rural areas. They are itinerant traders. Besides the Lambadis, 
mercenary soldiers of Maharashtrian stock have settled down mostly in 
Telangana. They are called 'Are' and they speak a dialect which is a mixture of 
Marathi and Telugu. Their occupation is agriculture. They have only a spoken 
language. Their manners and customs are different from those of the country of 
their domicile. Cultural complexities have arisen due to historical 
circumstances.The Festivals of the state depicts the multi-hued tradition of the 
place. Along with the national Festivals, Andhra Pradesh celebrates its own 
unique series of Fairs and fiestas that speaks of the bright customs and rituals of 
the place. The major Festivals of the state comprises of vinayaka chaviti, 
rayalaseema food and dance Festival, pongal, lumbini Festival, visaka utsav, 
makara sankranthi, deccan Festival and ugadi. 

 
Inspiring the socio-cultural spectrum of Andhra Pradesh, the excellent 

People, Culture, Festivals of the state takes the place to unexplored heights of 
success. 
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7.7 Check Your Progress 
 

1) Kavirajamarga is 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
2) Ethnic tourism is travelling for 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  

3) Describe Dollu Kunitha Dance 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4) Describe the handicraft of Andhra Pradesh. Justify with examples? 
        

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

        
5) Which is the most important festival of Mysore? 
        

…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

        
6) What is the scope of ethnic tourism in Andhra Pradesh & Karnataka? 
        

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
7) Describe Harvest festival Of Andhra Pradesh 
        

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………..      

 
   

7.8 Summary 

After going through the unit, you must have understood about the rich culture, 
traditions, art, craft, fairs & festivals and ethnicity of Karnataka & Andhra 
Pradesh. And how they influence travel & tourism to these states. 

The Karnataka people, culture and festivals has a strong bearing upon its past. 
The kingdoms that ruled in Karnataka have left an indelible mark on the lifestyle 
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of the people of the state. Thus, we can find an admixture of cultural traits from 
the Sultans and the other Hindu kings. 

Same is the case with Andhra Pradesh, which is also famous for its rich culture. 
A large number of crafts of Andhra Pradesh are famous such as Kalamkari and 
Nirmal paintings, buffalo hide puppets, Ikat garments and the delicate silver 
filigree of Karimnagar. Saris woven in Pochampalli, Dharamavaram, Venkatagiri 
and Narayanpet are treasured possessions of innumerable Indian women. The 
classical dance form of kuchipudi is native to a small town near Vijayawada. 
Tribal dances, as everywhere else, are filled with grace and rhythm.  
In the coming unit, you will know about the destinations known for nature tourism 
in the states of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

7.9 Clues to Answer 

Check your progress 
9. Refer Sec 7.2 
10. Refer Sec 7.3 
11. Refer Sec 7.3 
12. Refer Sec 7.5 
13. Refer Sec 7.3 
14. Refer Sec 7.5 
15. Refer Sec 7.4 
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2. http://www.indiasite.com/andhrapradesh/arts.html 
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5. www.aptdc.in/ 

6. www.karnatakatourism.org/ 

7. www.karnataka.gov.in/ 

8. http://www.journeymart.com/ 

9. http://www.mapsofindia.com/ 

10. http://www.indfy.com 
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UNIT8: BEACHES & OTHER NATURAL 
MANIFESTATIONS’ OF TOURISTIC 

SIGNIFICANCE 

STRUCTURE 

8.1 Objectives 
8.2 Introduction 
8.3 Beaches 
8.4 Natural Manifestations of Touristic Significance 
8.5 Check Your Progress 
8.6 Summary 
8.7 Clues to Answer 
8.8 Glossary 
 
 
 
 

 

8.1 Objectives 

After going through the Unit 8 on Beaches & Other Natural Manifestations’ of 
Touristic Significance with a special reference to Karnataka & Andhra 
Pradesh, you would be able to:  

 Know about the popular beaches in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Know about the natural attractions in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 

 Understand the role of Natural attractions in attracting tourists.  

 Understand the various forms of nature tourism at these places. 

 Understand the tourism in Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 
 

8.2 Introduction 

Unit 8 gives detailed information about Beaches & Other Natural Manifestations’ 
of Touristic Significance in India with special reference to Karnataka & Andhra 
Pradesh. These states have got immense potential with regard to nature & 
nature tourism. And provide a number of opportunities for tourists. 
 
Karnataka rich with scenic beauty is located at the southern part of India. 
Resourceful with all kind of varieties including temples, wild life sanctuaries, 
waterfalls, cosmopolitan cities, valleys, hill resorts, beaches etc..., Karnataka is a 
must visit state in India for all tourist enthusiasts and will not get disappointed. 
The weather is very moderate at southern districts. The temperature remains 
ideal throughout the year. Most part of the Karnataka state are agricultural lands 
as the state is rich in rivers. The western part has Arabian sea and then the 
range of Western Ghats follows. This is the eighth largest state in India both in 
area and population. This state is famous for its natural beauty, rich culture and 
pleasant climate. 
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Andhra Pradesh or popularly known as AP is the fifth largest state in India both in 
population and area. This state is located at southern part of India. One of the 
developed state of India is popular for its agriculture, trade & industry and now 
Hyderabad is a premium destination for all IT companies of the world. Different 
areas of Andhra Pradesh are famous for different reasons. Krishna Godavari 
delta is famous for its rich fertile lands with lashing greenery. Vijayawada city 
located by the side of Krishna river is famous for its trade and commerce. 
Visakhapatnam is costal city is popular for its natural beaches and tourist places. 
The coastal line is 970 Kms which is the second longest in India. 
 

8.3 Beaches 

Along its 7000 km of coastline, India boasts of a number of beautiful beaches. 
The tranquil environment with abundant greenery around is just perfect to relax 
and refresh the drained mind and body. Lie on the smooth sandy beaches and 
soak the warmth of the sun or simply take a quiet walk barefooted on these 
beaches. The calming effect will easily penetrate deep into your body. The vast 
stretches of sea water have a unique ability to carry away all your worries and 
heartaches along with its waves. You can also watch the sun rise and set far in 
the horizon and appreciate the beauty that is reflected as a reflection in the 
water. 
 
And for all those who are more venturesome and yearn for a lot of challenging 
activities, the beaches have plethora of options to choose from. Swim along with 
the waves of the ocean water or dive deep into the water to discover a 
magnificent and colourful marine world. Also, catch the good waves and duck 
dive the bigger ones while surfing. Cruising in the ocean water is for those who 
wish to explore the vastness and deepness of the water body without getting 
wet.xx 
 
Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh also have a coastline containing beautiful beaches 
& provides a number of adventure activities to the tourists. 
 

Karnataka  

Karnataka has a 320 kms long coastline which is bordered by beautiful palm 
trees. It has the Western Ghats in the east and is blessed with the blue waters of 
the Arabian Sea in the West. The coastline of Karnataka offers a picture perfect 
world of beaches.  
 
The scenic beauty and untouched charm of the beach areas make Karnataka 
beaches a must visit beach holiday destinations. Beautiful beaches with 
mesmerizing charm and serenity pulls innumerable tourists from all over the 
world. 
 
Gokarna: A sleepy Brahmin town, lodged somewhere between a conservative 
society and a faithful hippy fan following, Gokarna is a dream destination for so 
many different reasons. Its refusal to fall into a certain type-casted slot is just one 
of them.  
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Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Gokarna Beach) 

Open beaches, undiscovered coves, epiphanic sunsets, jagged cliffs, quaint 
temples and an evasive culture that makes Gokarna whatever you want it to be. 
Sun, sand and surf is what you go to Gokarna for, and the solitude it offers is like 
a bonus track on a great music album. The Om Beach, with its Om-shaped 
shoreline is a scramble down a rocky cliff - just like every other beach in 
Gokarna. Cliffs separate each of Gokarana's five beaches from the others and 
offer spectacular views far out into the Arabian Sea. You can either take a boat 
ride to other beaches or walk it down. But either way the Kudle Beach, the 
Paradise Beach, the Half-moon Beach and the Gokarna Beach are worth a visit. 
Gokarna is 58 kilometres away from Karwar. 

 
Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Kaup Beach) 

Kaup 
Kaup is situated 12 kms. South of Udupi, on the coastal belt that passes through 
the West Coast National Highway. Kaup has a lovely beach, a ruined fort and an 
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old 100ft. high lighthouse. There are two famous temples of Goddess Mariamma 
in Kaup. The Jain basadis here are in ruins, but are worth a visit. 
Suratkal 
15km north of Ullal, this beach is near the promontory on which the new 
lighthouse stands. A steep path connects the lighthouse to the Sadashiva 
Temple. 

 
Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Suratkal Beach) 

Karwar 
With gentle waves, miles of golden sand, a tranquil ambience, and acres of 
emerald foliage, Karwar has all the makings of a perfect holiday destination. The 
captivating landscape is ringed with rugged hill ranges, thick woods, and 
mysteriously deep valleys. This paradise inspired the great Indian muse 
Rabindranath Tagore to pen his first play. Since then, this little town has 
continued to inspire all its visitors. The Sadashivgad Hill Fort with a Durga 
Temple, the unique octagonal church, the 300-year old Venkatrama Temple with 
ochre paintings, and the Naganatha Temple, where an ant hill is worshipped, are 
sure to make a lasting impression. Devbagh is the most enchanting of the five 
islands along the Karwar coast. Visits to Anjidev Island are restricted. Karwar is a 
beautiful beach with gentle waves, palm-laced beaches, silver sand, and calm, 
peaceful valleys. 

 
Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Karwar Beach) 

Malpe Beach 
About 6 kms from Udupi, is the natural harbour of Malpe, situated at mouth of 
river Malpe. It is an important fishing centre on Karnataka’s coastline and is 
famous for its scenic beauty. Other attractions at this enchanting beach are the 
island of Darya Bahadurgarh across the bay, the Balarama Temple and Malpe’s 
oldest tile factory, set up by the Basel Mission. Just a boat ride away, the St 
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Mary's Island is another admirable holiday destination from Malpe Beach. Best 
season to visit Malpe is from August to March. 
The endless stretch of golden sand, graciously swaying palm trees, clear blue 
sky, and the gentle murmur of the sea set the perfect mood for an idyllic holiday. 
 

 
Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Malpe Beach) 

Marawanthe Beach 
Take in the spectacular views at Marawanthe, a seaside town where the West 
Coast Highway cruises alongside the Arabian Sea on one side, with the 
picturesque Kodachadri Hills forming a backdrop to the Sauparnika River on the 
other.  

 
Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Marawanthe Beach) 

 It is 52 km from Udupi. Marawanthe wears the look of a fairyland at sunset when 
the sky turns crimson and the golden rays of the sun are reflected in the sea as 
well as the river. Water sports promise an action-filled holiday. Visit Baindur, a 
hamlet 45km from Marawanthe with a lovely beach close by. Near Baindur is the 
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scenic Ottinane with its overhanging cliffs, an ideal place for viewing the sunset. 
A further drive will take you to the Belaka Theertha Falls near Baindur. 

 
Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Murudeshwar Beach) 

Murudeshwar Beach 
Located 16 kms from Bhatkal, Murudeshwar beach is believed to have been 
consecrated by a piece of the Pranalinga of Mahabaleshwara thrown by Ravana 
and has some beautiful carvings and statues. It is a popular picnic spot, having 
beautiful blue waters of the sea and the majestic mountains. Other attractions 
around this beach are the Murdeshwar temple, the Kanduka Giri and the fort of 
Tipu Sultan. This lovely destination can be visited throughout the year. 
Murudeshwar will woo you with its beaches, Shiva Temple and the tallest Shiva 
statue in India. 
Murudeshwar beach is 50 kilometres away from Udupi. 
 

 
 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (St. Mary's Island) 
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St. Mary's Island 
About 6km from the Malpe coast into the Arabian Sea, one gets to see the palm-
fringed St. Mary's Island which bears the cross that Vasco Da Gama placed 
when he landed in 1498. The island is 300m long and 100m wide. It is famous for 
its unique salt rock formations. Due to this geological importance, St. Mary's 
Island is declared as a National Geological Monument. It is also rated among 
India's top 7 Natural Wonders by Jet Wings Magazine. This beach is 11 km from 
Udupi. 
 

Andhra Pradesh  

The South Indian state of Andhra Pradesh has many exotic “Beaches” within its 
area that overwhelms the tourist with its captivating and enchanting beauty. 
Many tourists visit the state to experience the rich gift of nature. All the beaches 
of Andhra Pradesh are unique in its own ways.xx 

The state can boast of housing numerous beaches within its area. Some of the 
important beaches of Andhra Pradesh are: 

Bheemunipatnam Beach - Situated at a distance of 24 kilometers from the “port 
city” of Visakhapatnam, the Bheemunipatnam Beach enthralls the tourist with its 
beautiful landscape. 

The "Bheemunipatnam Beach" of Andhra Pradesh offers one with an incredible 
view of nature. The golden sandy beach and the deep blue sea water captures 
the imagination of the poets. The Beach is blessed with the best gift of nature. 
The long unending coastline of the sea is bordered by the tall coconut tree that 
adds to the beauty of the place. 

One can experience the divine presence in the beach of Bheemunipatnam. 
Amidst the picturesque landscape, the Bheemunipatnam beach bears relics of 
the rich architectural tradition of the Dutch rulers. Once an important settlement 
of the Dutch rulers, the Bheemunipatnam Beach has many dilapidated forts and 
monuments that add to the exotic nature of the place. 

Situated at a distance of 24 kilometers from the "port city" of Vishakhapatnam, 
the Bheemunipatnam beach lies at the opening of the River Gosthani. The 
Bheemunipatnam beach is always full of tourist. Attracted by the natural and 
scenic beauty of the place, most of the tourist visit the Bheemunipatnam beach to 
spend the weekends. The beach offers the tourist with an excellent opportunity to 
explore and experience the bountiful gifts of nature. While some tourist can enjoy 
sun bath on the beach, others can swim in the deep blue sea. For those who 
want to add a little adventure to their holidays, the beach provides for many 
adventurous sporting events where one can explore his or her sporting skills. 

Ramakrishna Beach- The "Ramakrishna Beach" of Andhra Pradesh provides 
the tourist with the most exhilarating and thrilling experience. The exquisite 
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natural and scenic beauty of the place attracts Indian and foreign tourist. The 
serene environment accompanied by the picturesque landscape of the region, 
spells magic on the tourist who are bewitched by the captivating beauty of the 
Ramakrishna Beach. Far from the hustle bustle of the busy city life, the beach of 
Ramakrishna, fills the tourist with a sense of pleasure. 

The attractive Ramakrishna Beach is one of the favorite holiday destinations for 
the young and old alike who wants to spend some time in solitude. Located near 
to the "port city" of Vishakapatnam, the Ramakrishna Beach offers with an 
wonderful experience of staying close to nature. The charming Ramakrishna 
Beach and the Lawson's Bay enchants the tourist with its fascinating 
beauty.Manginapudi Beach- Popularly known as the “Machilipatanam Beach”, 
the Manginapudi Beach is a favorite destination for those tourist who love to eat 
“fish”. 

Mypad Beach- The picturesque beauty of the Mypad Beach captures the 
imagination of the poet. Mypad Beach is popular for its wonderful coastline. The 
long stretch of greenery near the sea makes the place different from most of the 
other beaches of the state. The clear water and the golden sand together has 
made the Mypad Beach a luring site for all the beach lovers. The greenish water 
is also unique to this beach. The color of the water makes the view very 
refreshing. The golden sand here is the perfect spot for sunbaths. 

The Mypad Beach of Andhra Pradesh is located at a distance of about 25 km 
from Nellore. The picturesque beauty of the beach attracts many tourists to this 
place every year. 

Rishikonda Beach- The Rishikonda Beach offers the tourist with an aesthetic 
appeal that fills them with a sense of delight. It is one of the most beautiful 
beaches of Andhra Pradesh. The scenic beauty of the beach attracts many 
tourists all the year round. This beach is more suitable for those who enjoy water 
sports. It is the right place for water skiers and wind surfers. The golden sand of 
Rishikonda Beach makes it a perfect destination for those who love bathing in 
the sun. 

Rishikonda Beach is situated about 8 km away from the Vishakhapatnam city. 
Ramakrishna Beach is also very close to this place. It offers a magnificent sight 
of the tranquil water and the azure sky. 

Kakinada- Uppada Road Beach- is located on Uppada Road which is 5 km 
away from the town of Kakinada. The wide shore is a major attraction of this 
beach. The clear water, the silver sand and the golden sun gifts the beach with a 
majestic beauty. The charm that is woven by the azure sky makes the Kakinada-
Uppada Road Beach a unique place to visit. There is also a beautiful and well 
maintained park that adds to the attractiveness of the beach.  

Kalingapatnam Beach- Kalingapatnam Beach is among the most popular tourist 
destinations of Andhra Pradesh. It is located in Kalingapatnam of the Srikakulam 
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District in Andhra Pradesh. A light house and the Buddhist Stupa are the main 
attraction of this beach. The scenic beauty of the beach attracts many 
international as well as Indian tourist to this spot every year. The Kalingapatnam 
Beach was also an important sea port in the ancient times and was frequented 
by many European traders and merchants. 

Kothapatnam Beach- Kottapatnam Beach is the closest beach to the town of 
Ongole. It is located about 18 km away from Ongole of Andhra Pradesh. The 
clean and picturesque Kottapatnam Beach serves as a recreational spot for the 
local village people. It is famous for its natural beauty. This beach is a very 
favorite among the international tourists mainly because of its untouched beauty. 

Motupalle Beach- One of the most attractive tourist destination, the Motupalle 
Beach is endowed with the best gift of nature. The Motupalle Beach is located in 
the Motupalle Village of Andhra Pradesh. The rows of Casuarina Plantations that 
line the sea attract many tourists to this beach. The lush greenery around the sea 
makes the beach appealing and a good spot for relaxation. The Motupalle Beach 
is also a fantastic place for sunbathing. The sun kissed warm sand is the perfect 
place for all the beach lovers. 

Motupalle Beach is about 12 km away from Chinaganjam and is about 45 km 
from Ongole. The Kottapatnam Beach is thus very close to this spot. So on a trip 
to Motupalle Beach you can also plan a visit to the wonderful Kottapatnam 
Beach. 

Perupalem Beach- The Perupalem Beach is located at a distance of 20 
kilometers from the town of Narasapur situated in the West Godavari district of 
the state of Andhra Pradesh. The beach is famous for its scenic beauty and the 
coastline that offers a pleasurable retreat to its visitors. 

The town of Narasapur is well known for its historic background and the old 
buildings of the British era that still lay erected in the town. The town is a part of 
the West Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh. The town has other tourist 
attractions like the temple dedicated to Sri Adikesava Embarmannar Swamy and 
the Lakshmi Narayana Temple at Antarvadi situated at a distance of 3 kilometers 
from the town which are famous pilgrim sites for the followers of Vaishnavism. 

Suryalanka Beach- The Suryalanka Beach with its enchanting beauty draws 
tourist from all over the India. The Suryalanka Beach is situated at a distance of 9 
kilometers from the historical town of Bapatla, in the Guntur district of the state of 
Andhra Pradesh. The natural beauty of the beach and its closeness to the town 
attracts tourists who often return to the quietude of the sea beach for the 
weekend. 

The nearest coastline to the Bapatla town is the Suryalanka Beach. The beach is 
endowed with geographical features that are well suited for the visitors. The 
beach prevalently has a flat terrain. The slope of the Suryalanka Beach declines 
gradually into the sea which is convenient for those who prefer to engage in a 
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casual stroll down the sea beach. The shore of the beach is wide and spacious. 
The Suryalanka Beach overlooks the crystal blue waters of the Bay of Bengal. 

For those who want to spend some valuable time in solitude can visit the vibrant 
and dynamic beaches of Andhra Pradesh.xx 

8.4 Natural Manifestations of Touristic Significance 

In its broadest sense, nature in tourism involves experiencing natural places, 
typically through outdoor activities that are sustainable in terms of their impact on 
the environment. These can range from active to passive and include everything 
from bushwalking and adventure tourism experiences to sightseeing, scenic 
driving, beach experiences and wildlife viewing. Nature-based experiences are 
intimately linked to all other aspects of the visitor’s total experience of a 
destination, such as food, culture, relaxation, health, escape, family needs, 
accommodation, transport, etc. All serve to complement each other and together 
form the basis of a visitor’s overall satisfaction with their holiday. Conserved and 
protected areas (including Marine and National Parks), the Earth’s biodiversity, 
and respect for local culture and those who have been traditional guardians of 
our natural environments, can be central to their interests.xx 

Karnataka 

Picturesque Places 

Coorg: A hedonist's paradise by all means, Coorg is a dream you'll never forget. 
Hills, old-world charm, coffee, amazing food, vivid cultures and warm hospitality - 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (COORG) 
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there's something in the air in Coorg that makes all things beautiful. Its people 
are tall and fair. Its hills, scenic and unforgettable. Its food, wholesome and 
tantalizing. Its pools, pristine and clear. Its cultures, vibrant and exclusive. Coorg 
is an aristocrat, through and through. The stronghold of the Kodava community, 
who are believed to be descendants of the Aryans. 

Kemmanagundi 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Kemmanagundi) 

Located in Chikmagalur district, the picturesque hill station of Kemmanagundi is 
located at a height of 1434m above sea level. This was the summer retreat of 
Krishna raja Wadiyar IV. Ringed by the Baba Budan Giri Range and blessed with 
silver cascades, mountain streams and lush vegetation, Kemmanagundi's 
beautifully laid-out ornamental gardens, enchanting mountains and valleys views 
are a treat for the eye. The spectacular sunset view from the Raj Bhavan is a 
photographer's delight. For the adventurous at heart, Kemmanagundi offers 
many peaks to scale and intricate jungle paths to explore. 

Kudremukh 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Kudremukh) 
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The Kudremukh (Horse Face) Range gets its name from the unique shape of its 
main peak. The broad hills, 95km south-west of Chikmagalur town, overlook the 
Arabian Sea and are chained to one another by deep valleys and steep 
precipices. As yet undiscovered by tourists, Kudremukh is a trekker's paradise. 
The best time to visit is after the monsoon when everything is lush green and the 
rivers, streams and waterfalls are at their best. Ganga Moola is a scenic place 
located in the Bhagawathi forest where the three rivers Tunga, Bhadra and 
Netravati originate. A shrine to Goddess Bhagawathi and a 1.8m high Varaha 
image inside a cave are the chief attractions here. 

Kundadri 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Kundadri) 

Located on Theerthahalli-Agumbe road, about 12km from Theerthahalli, 
Kundadri Hill is a gigantic monolithic rock formation. Surrounded by dense 
evergreen forests, it is a lovely place for trekking. A rough, stone-paved path 
leads to a Jain temple perched atop the hill. Camping in the open at Kundadri 
Hills on a full moon night is an exhilarating experience. 

Jog Falls 

Bear witness to nature's headlong tumble as the Sharavati River makes a 
spectacular drop of 253m in four distinct cascades - known locally as Raja, Rani, 
Rover, and Rocket - to create the highest falls in Asia. The falls are at their best 
during the monsoon, with arching rainbows colouring the mist.  
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Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Jog falls) 

When the sluice gates of the upstream Linganamakki Dam are closed, it is worth 
taking a walk right down to the bottom of the gorge. 

Iruppu Falls  

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Iruppu falls) 

Nestling beside the Rajiv Gandhi National Park (Nagarahole), Iruppu Falls 
presents a stunning sight during the monsoon. From their humble origins in the 
Brahmagiri Range, the falls plunge 170ft. in two distinct stages. They come down 
to earth to flow as Lakshmana Theertha (Sacred River of Lakshmana). The 
ceaseless music of the falls and the hush of the densely wooded forest 
surrounding them make this a great picnic spot. A forest trail leads from these 
falls to the Brahmagiri Peak in Southern Kodagu. En route to the falls, the 
Rameshwara Temple attracts a large number of pilgrims during the festival of 
Shivaratri. 
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Agumbe 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Agumbe) 

If you enjoy spectacular sunsets, sparkling streams, verdant village vistas, and 
an untouched rustic ambience, Agumbe is the place for you. Situated at an 
elevation of 826m in Shimoga district, Agumbe provided the perfect setting for R. 
K. Narayan to film his novel Malgudi Days. Agumbe and its environs are full of 
exciting trekking routes. Forested trails lead from here to a jungle pond called 
Emkal Kere, a hillock called Nishani Gudda, and to Barkana Falls. Agumbe is 
also known as the Cherrapunji of South India. 

BR Hills 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (BR Hills) 
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Lose yourself in these ancient hills, which take their name from the Ranganatha 
Swamy Temple that sits at the edge of a granite precipice with a drop of more 
than 1000ft. into a dense forest. It is 86 km from Mysore. 

Shivanasamudra Falls 

Discover nature's handiwork in the form of this tiny island-town, 65km east of 
Mysore. Forested  

hills and lush green valleys cradle a small hamlet and two fine temples. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Shivanasamudra Falls) 

Magod Falls 

The mesmerising Magod Falls are located 80km from Karwar. Here, the Bedthi 
River takes two distinct leaps to hurtle from a height of 650ft. into a rocky ravine. 
The thickly wooded countryside, the roar of gushing water, and a beautiful view 
combine to make this spot an ideal choice for outings. 

Kalhatti Falls 

Water cascades from the top of the Chandra Drona Hill plunge down from a 
height of 45m to flow before the Veerabhadreshwara Temple, dedicated to Lord 
Shiva. 
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Kodachadri 

Situated 100km from Shimoga and 36km from Hosanagara is this enchanting 
mountain which overlooks the vast Western Ghats. Kodachadri is famed for its 
glorious sunrises and sunsets. These  hills (4411ft.) constitute one of the largest 
forest areas in Karnataka, and part of this region forms the Mookambika Nature 
Reserve. Kollur is an ideal base to explore the hills. The Mookambika Nature 
Camp is 4km south of Kollur. 

Hebbe Falls 

Hebbe Falls is located at a distance of 8km from Kemmanagundi. An exhilarating 
trek along a steep and narrow path leads you to these sprightly falls. 

Nandi Hills 

 

SOURCE: www.karnatakatourism.org (Nandi Hills) 

This popular weekend getaway is just 60km from Bangalore. The bracing air and 
serene environs of Nandi Hills, perched at a height of 1455m above sea level, 
provided Tipu Sultan and the British with an idyllic summer retreat. 

Mulliyana Giri -Baba Budan Giri 

The highest peak between the Himalayas and the Nilgiris, Mulliyanagiri stands at 
a height of 1,930 metres (6,330ft). With two temples, one at the peak and one 
exactly half-way up which legend attributes to a completed penance and half-
complete one, a car-drive and a small trek is all it takes to get to the very top. 
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SOURCE: www.karnatakatourism.org (Mulliyana Giri -Baba Budan Giri) 

 

Chikmagalur 

Chikmagalur has played host to an event, thanks to which, countless Indians 
wake up to brighter mornings. Centuries ago, when the Sufi mystic Baba Budan 
smuggled seven coffee beans from Yemen into India, he probably didn't bargain 
for millions of coffee junkies unwittingly blessing his soul everyday, with every sip 
of their coffee. Chikmagalur, whose hills nurtured the coffee culture at its bosom, 
is a green slice of heaven on a permanent coffee high. 

 

SOURCE: www.karnatakatourism.org (Chikmagalur) 
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Gokak Falls 

Located 65 kms from Belgaum, Gokak gets its name due to the Goki trees found 
in abundance in these areas. Close to the town is the Gokak Falls. Here, river 
Ghataprabha takes a leap over a rocky bed 170ft down which makes a beautiful 
sight. The Gokak Falls is also known as the Northern Mysore Falls. 

Sanctuaries & National Parks 

Karnataka wildlife tour stretches from the evergreen forests of the Western Ghats 
to the scrub jungle of the plains. Set amidst this picturesque setting, the 
Karnataka reserve forests and wildlife sanctuaries largely attract the tourists and 
these heavily contribute towards Karnataka wildlife tours. 

Some of the wildlife destinations that form an integral part of Karnataka wildlife 
tour are: 

Rajiv Gandhi National Park 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Rajiv Gandhi National Park) 

The Rajiv Gandhi National Park is popularly known as the Nagarhole National 
Park. The Rajiv Gandhi National Park is connected to the Bandipur National Park 
in the south eastern part. 

The Rajiv Gandhi National Park of Karnataka is spread over an area of 247 
square miles and is the home to an abundance of wildlife. The Rajiv Gandhi 
National Park is considered to be one of the best wildlife parks of India. You will 
be surprised to see the large elephant and bison population in the Rajiv Gandhi 
National Park of Karnataka. 
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The landscape around the Rajiv Gandhi National Park in Karnataka is very 
beautiful with gentle slopes and shallow valleys. The reserve forest is scattered 
with the dry and mixed deciduous forest trees, grassy swamps and green 
grasses. The predominant vegetation of the Rajiv Gandhi National Park 
comprises of the following species of plants are Dalbergia latifolia,  Anogeissus 
latifolia,  Pterocarpus marsupium, Emblica officinalis,  Lagerstroemia lanceolata, 
Boambax malabaricum, Adina cordifolia,  Gmelina arborea, Eupatorium, 
Solanum, Helicteres, Lantana, The Rajiv Gandhi National Park in Karnataka is 
the home to various species of mammals and wild animals. They are Tiger, 
Leopard, Elephant, Barking deer, Porcupine, Gaur, Chital, Sambar, Wild boar, 
Jackals, Four-horned antelope, Leopard-cat, Sloth bear, Hyena, Mongoose, 
Civet &     Otter. 

The Rajiv Gandhi National Park at Karnataka hosts more than 250 species of 
birds. While strolling about in the park you will catch a view of the birds like Grey 
jungle fowl, Great black woodpecker, Red spur fowl, Malabar trogon, Malabar 
pied hornbill, Scarlet minivets, Indian pitta, Oospreys, Herons & Ducks. 

You will find an abundance of reptiles in the Rajiv Gandhi National Park at 
Karnataka. They are marsh crocodile, monitor lizard, tortoises, rattle snakes, 
frogs, rock python, and vipers to name a few.xx 

Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary) 
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The Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary is an important tourist destination of Mysore 
and is located about 20 kilometers from the Vrindavan gardens of Mysore, 
Karnataka. 

The Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary of Karnataka has become a paradise for 
wildlife enthusiasts, nature lovers and bird watchers. The Ranganathittu Bird 
Sanctuary of Karnataka lies on the Kaveri river banks and the area has a group 
of six islets. These isolated islets of the Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary are a 
favorite boarding ground for the varied species of birds that come in this place. 
The Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary in Karnataka got the status of a bird sanctuary 
in 1940. The officials of the Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary recorded 2,080 foreign 
tourists and 2, 02,417 domestic tourists that visited the sanctuary in the year 
2000. 

The Ranganathittu Wildlife Sanctuary in Karnataka receives a heavy rainfall in 
the monsoon months and the temperature fluctuates between the 23 to 299°C 
throughout the year. 

The Ranganathittu Wildlife Sanctuary of Karnataka is a delightful breeding 
ground for the migratory birds from all over the world. Here is a list of some of the 
avian species that reside in the Ranganathittu Wildlife Sanctuary at Karnataka 
such as Spoonbills, Snake bird, Egret, Heron, White Ibis, River tern, Partridge, 
Open bill storks,  Darters, Peacocks, Stone plougher, Kingfishers, Little 
cormorants etc. 

The Ranganathittu Wildlife Sanctuary spotted bird species from Siberia, Australia 
and even North America. These migratory birds come here in December and lay 
their eggs on islets in the river. Then they fly away with their little ones in the 
month of August. 

You will get boating facilities in the Ranganathittu Wildlife Sanctuary at Karnataka 
and can see the trees near the river banks full of beautiful birds of myriad 
varieties.xx 

Ranibennur Blackbuck Sanctuary 

This unique sanctuary 88 Km away from Shimoga was a bid to save the 
endangered blackbuck. All of 119 sq.km. in area, with a 15 km radius marked 
out-of-bounds to visitors, this sanctuary is a serious attempt at protecting the 
natural habitat of this threatened species. Covered in shrubs forest and 
eucalyptus plantations, you might also spot wolves, fox, pangolin, hyena, wild 
boar, the rare Great Indian Bustard and many other bird species including bay-
backed strikes, large grey babblers and sand grouse. 
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Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary) 

Dubare Elephant Camp, Coorg 

The Dubare Elephant Camp is a famous training camp of Coorg, Mysore. The 
Dubare Elephant Camp of Karnataka attracts a number of tourists who come 
here simply to observe the various activities of these gigantic creatures. 

The wildlife enthusiasts and the tourists spend hours in the Dubare Elephant 
Camp of Karnataka by watching the habits of the elephants and participating in 
the daily activities of these animals like feeding and bathing. 

You will find a number of trained Naturalists in the Dubare Elephant Camp in 
Karnataka who will tell you the diverse aspects of the history and ecology of the 
elephants. The Dubare Elephant Camp is an unique eco-tourism destination in 
South India. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Dubare Elephant Camp) 
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The Dubare Elephant Camp in Karnataka is run by the Karnataka Forest 
department and is the home to more than 150 elephants. Dubare Elephant Camp 
in Coorg is of historical importance. In the ancient times a number of elephants 
were brought here for their initial training. Today the Dubare Elephant Camp at 
Karnataka in Coorg gives excellent accommodation services to the tourists on 
the banks of river Cauvery. It is really thrilling to see the elephants feeding on 
sugarcane, coconuts or bananas. 

The trained elephants of the Dubare Elephant Camp at Karnataka are very 
obedient and follow every command delivered by their mahouts. 

The elephants of the Dubare Elephant Camp are trained to carry heavy logs, lift 
them and stacking logs in a symmetrical pile. The Dubare Elephant Camp of 
Karnataka is a project taken  

in charge by forest department of the Karnataka state together with jungle lodges 
and resorts. 

Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary 

The Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary of Karnataka is located about 485 kilometres from 
Bangalore and occupies an area of 5729.07 square kilometres. The Dandeli 
Wildlife Sanctuary is set in a calm and peaceful ambiance. The Dandeli Wildlife 
Sanctuary is well known for being the second largest wildlife sanctuary of the 
Karnataka state. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary) 

 The Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary of Karnataka comprises of steep slopes, deep 
river valleys and the enchantingly rich hilly forest terrain. The forest of the 
Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary is a mixture of typical moist deciduous and semi 
evergreen forest. The riffling streams and the tributaries of the Kali, Kaneri and 
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Nagajhari weave through the forests of Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary of Karnataka. 
The Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary is rich in diverse flora and fauna. 

Sighting the wild animals through the dense forest of the Dandeli Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Karnataka is quite difficult and considered as an element of luck. 
The Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary is home to a large variety of wild animals like 
Deer, Sloth bear, Elephant, Panther, Tiger, Wild dog, Gaur, Langur, Bison, 
Jackal, Giant flying squirrel. 

You will see a number of reptilian and amphibian species in and around the 
Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary at Karnataka. The major wildlife attraction of the 
Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary at Karnataka is the crocodiles. The forest authority of 
the Dandeli National Park offers wildlife safaris in jeeps to the tourists visiting 
here. You can even walk through the undulating hills of the forest area and do 
various activities like bird watching through your powerful binoculars, see the 
crocodiles in the crystal clear water, do fishing. There are facilities for coracle 
boat rides and trekking in the jungles of Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary of 
Karnataka.xx 

Kokkrebellur Pelicanry 

Every year, hundreds of winged visitors come together to set up a unique 
orchestra at Kokkrebellur with their shrill cries and cacophonous calls. You can 
watch the performances of painted storks and pelicans resplendent in their 
breeding plumage, as well as the seemingly frail but gregarious fledglings 
perched atop the tamarind, peepal, and portia trees dotting the village. These 
birds have become an integral part of this tiny hamlet in the sugarcane-rich 
Mandya district. It is believed that the villagers look after them like family 
members. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Kokkrebellur Pelicanry) 
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Bandipur National Park 

The Bandipur National Park of Karnataka is a beautiful forest reserve of southern 
India. The Bandipur National Park was established with the aim of conserving the 
nature and its resource. In 1930, the present Bandipur National Park was the 
Maharaja Voodiyar's hunting land which was converted into Venugopal Wildlife 
Park. Later in the year 1941, the park was expanded to the nearby Nagarahole 
National Park and named as the Bandipur National Park. 

Now the Bandipur National Park of Karnataka is a part of the vast Nilgiri 
Biosphere Reserve which is considered as the extensive tracts of protected 
forest in India. In the year 1973, the Bandipur National Park in Karnataka was 
declared as the tiger reserve of India. Now it is the best managed tiger reserve of 
India.xx 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Bandipur National Park) 

Bannerghata National Park 

The Bannerghata National Park is located at the southern outskirts of Bangalore 
city about 22 kilometres from the garden city. The Bannerghata National Park in 
Karnataka is spread over 25,000 acres of land and is well known for rich flora 
and fauna. 

The Bannerghata National Park comprises of dry deciduous forests, thorny 
shrubs as well as moist deciduous forests. The Bannerghata National Park in 
Bangalore was established in 1971 with the sole aim of conserving the rare 
species of wildlife of the southern region of India. The Bannerghata National Park 
of Karnataka is a part of ten reserve forests of Anekal Range of the Bangalore 
Forest Division. The Bannerghata National Park at Karnataka is full of sandal, 
zizyphus, neem, jalari, tamarind, and chujjullu trees. 
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The mammal species that shelters in the Bannerghata National Park of 
Karnataka are Elephant,     Leopard, Fox, Gaur, Jackal, Hare, Sambar, 
Porcupine, Wild pig, Sloth bear, Barking deer,   Spotted deer, Bonnet macaque, 
Common langur  etc. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Bannerghata National Park) 

In the northern part of the Bannerghata National Park at Bangalore, the forest 
authority has organized for a tourist area. Here lion and tiger safari and herbivore 
safari are available. There is also a mini zoo, a reptile park, a mini aviary and a 
museum in this portion of the Bannerghata National Park. The Suvarnamukhi 
stream passes through the Bannerghata National Park. There is also a picnic 
corner, a serpentarium, pets’ corner and a crocodile farm in the park premises. 

The zoo inside the Bannerghata National Park in Bangalore, Karnataka is a 
storehouse of amazing reptile species. You well be really amazed to see the 
varieties of venomous and non-venomous snakes. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Adichunchanagiri Peacock Sanctuary) 
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Adichunchanagiri Peacock Sanctuary 

One of the smallest sanctuaries in Karnataka, the Adichunchanagiri was 
established with the sole intention of providing a favourable habitat for peacocks. 
Over 0.84 sq.km., the sanctuary is a quick fix for bird lovers - in addition to 
peacocks, a broad diversity of bird species can be spotted here. The common 
mongoose, jungle cat, black-naped hare and the bonnet macaque can also be 
found here. Its proximity to the Chunchanagiri temple and the pilgrim centre has 
made it a popular stop in the pilgrim circuit. 

Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary) 

The sanctuary takes its name from the Bhadra River, its lifeline. Popularly known 
as Muthodi Wildlife Sanctuary, after the village of its periphery, it is a great place 
to sight the tiger, observe the Indian bison, hear the strange calls of the striped 
hyena and spot the rare flying lizard. The southern part of the sanctuary is rich in 
birds, butterflies and reptiles. More than 250 species of birds, many of which are 
endemic to the Western Ghats, are spotted here. 

Kudremukh National Park 

The Kudremukh National Park of Karnataka is located about 130 kilometers from 
Mangalore. The Kudremukh National Park is encircled by the Kudremukh or the 
Horse Face range which overlooks the Arabian Sea. 

The Kudremukh National Park of Karnataka comprises of a number of deep 
ravines as well as steep cliffs and is an ideal hub of animals and birds. The 
Kudremukh National Park occupies an area of 600.32 square kilometres and lies 
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about 1,894.3 meters above sea level. The landscape around the Kudremukh 
National Park is very beautiful. 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Kudremukh National Park) 

The best time to visit the Kudremukh National Park of Karnataka is between 
October and May. It is the period after monsoons and wildlife enthusiasts will 
enjoy the lush green jungle plenty of wild animals. The Kudremukh National Park 
in Karnataka is the home to a variety of flora and fauna. It is covered with lush 
green forests and high grasslands. The place is rich in the following species of 
trees such as Eucalyptus, Grevillea robusta, Casuarinas,  Acacia auriculiformis  
etc. 

There is a trace of tea and coffee plantation. The Kudremukh National Park at 
Karnataka has varied species of wild life. The following animals are available in 
abundance in the Kudremukh National Park at Karnataka such as Gaur, Tiger, 
Sambar, Sloth bear, Wild dogs, Leopards,    Jackals, Porcupine, Mongoose, 
Spotted bear, Barking deer, Lion tailed macaque, Giant flying squirrel, Malabar 
giant squirrel  etc. 

Kudremukh National Park of Karnataka has more than 195 rare avian species. 
They include    Malabar whistling thrush, Imperial pigeon, Great pied hornbill, 
Malabar trogon etc.xx 

Daroji Bear Sanctuary 

Located in a scrub jungle with rocky outcrops and caves, the Daroji Sloth Bear 
Sanctuary is devoted to the protection of the Indian Sloth Bear. It is 29 Km away 
from Bellary. Home to a large number of free ranging bears, the sanctuary also 
has hyenas, wild boars, pangolins, porcupines, jackals and leopards. Other 
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denizen include star tortoise, monitor lizard and rock agama. A drive through the 
scrub jungle also provides opportunities to sight endemic species of birds such 
as the painted spur fowl, yellow throated bulbul, sand grouse and stone curlew, 
besides peafowl. 

BRT Wildlife Sanctuary 

One of the hottest bio-diversity spots in the world, Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple 
(BRT) Wildlife Sanctuary takes it name from the ancient Ranganatha Swamy 
Temple that sits at the edge of a 1000 ft precipice. And is 110 Km away from 
Mysore. It is a haven for over 372 species of birds and wildlife such as elephants, 
tigers, leopards, wild dogs, four horned antelopes, black bucks  

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org  

(Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple (BRT) Wildlife Sanctuary) 

and giant flying squirrels. Also visit the Dodda Sampige Mara (large Michelia 
Champaka tree) believed to be over 2000 years old and worshipped by the 
Soliga tribe. Vivekananda Girijana Kalyana Kendra located here displays 
preserved tribal information and the bio-diversity of the region. There are many 
trekking trails here, including one that leads up to Honnamati, the highest point of 
the range. 

Besides, we also come across a number of other parks that contribute towards 
the Karnataka wildlife tours, viz.: 

 Anshi National Park- Birds Sanctuary 
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Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Anshi National Park) 

 Someshwara Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Gudavi Bird Sanctuary 

 Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Source: www.karnatakatourism.org (Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary) 

 Mandagadde Bird Sanctuary 

Andhra Pradesh  

Andhra Pradesh is endowed with a rich and varied Bio-diversity distributed over a 
mosaic of different habitats spread over the Eastern Ghats, the Deccan Plateau 
Region, the Coastal Mangroves, the Fresh Water bodies like Kolleru and 
Brackish water bodies like the Pulicat and the grasslands of Rollapadu. These 
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varied habitats have been supporting a variety of animal and plant species 
ranging from the Tiger, Gaur, Elephant, Black Buck and a variety of Deers and 
Antelopes, besides a variety of birds, including the Great Indian Bustard, the 
Spot bill Pelican, the Lesser Florican and the near extinct Jerdon’s Courser. In 
addition to the above faunal species, the forests of Andhra Pradesh support 
about 5000 plant species consisting of species like Teak, Rosewood, Sandal 
Wood, and the endemic Red Sanders and Cycas beddomeii, etc.xx 

Scenic locations  

Hussain Sagar -Set in between the twin-cities, with one of the world's tallest 
monolithic statues of Buddha in the middle, the Hussainsagar is a picturesque 
man-made lake. Created by Hussain Shah Wali, during the reign of Ibrahim Quli 
Qutub Shah in 1562, the lake has facilities for speed boats, a huge 48 seated 
launch with starlit onboard dining and provision for private parties maintained by 
APTDC. Bhageeratha & Bhagmati, Khair-un-Nissan are the main Cruises present 
here. The access to the Buddha Statue and the boating is through the Lumbini 
Park. 

 

Source: www.cityhyd.info (Hussain Sagar Lake, Hyderabad) 

Horsley Hills - is the famous hill resort of Andhra Pradesh. Horsley Hills is an 
enthralling, charming little hill station. It is a beautiful summer resort with 
luxurious vegetation and rich fauna. These hills are situated at an altitude of 
1,265m from the sea-level. 

The climate at Horsley Hills is relaxing with temperature ranging from 20 deg C to 
32 deg C maximum, even in summers. This is one of the major assets that draw 
number of tourists to Horsley Hills in summers. Even the surrounding comprising 
of the lush green plains spread all over, the forest, though not dense, adds to its 
beauty. On the hills that are lush with dense forest and thick greenness, you can 
see various species of plants stretching along the narrow roads.  
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Source: horsleyhillsholidays.com (Horsley Hills, Andhra Pradesh) 

There are trees like Eucalyptus, Jacaranda, Allamanda, Gulmohar and flowering 
plants like Reeta, Shikakai, Amla, Beedi leaves, Bay leaves, Red Sanders and 
Blue gum found in the forest. 

There are sandalwood trees found all over Horsley Hills. The Horsley hill does 
not lag behind in the species of fauna found here. In the dense forests of the 
shady slope hills, wooded with luxurious vegetation, you can find animals like 
Bears, wild dogs, jungle fowls, Sambar and Panther. 

The Chenchu tribes dwell in the forest of Horsley Hills. They rear their famous 
Pungannur cows, which eat less food and yield more milk. There is also a 150-
year old Eucalyptus tree.xx 

Araku Valley- is one of the most important tourist destinations in Andhra 
Pradesh. A pleasant hill station famous for its scenic gardens with lush green 
nature, valleys, waterfalls and streams. It is situated at a distance of 112 km from 
Visakhapatnam. The journey to Araku valley on the Eastern Ghats with thick 
forest on either sides is itself highly interesting and pleasant.  

 

Source: www.trekearth.com - (Araku Valley, Andhra Pradesh) 

The place is over 3200ft. high with a bracing climate. The Botanical Garden at 
Padmapuram, Government Silk Farm with Mulberry gardens are the live 
examples to know the socio-economic conditions of the area. Tribal Museum is a 
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big attraction of the Araku. Chaaparai, a picturesque place about 15 km from 
Araku is another picnic spot in this region. One must experience the climatic 
conditions and the natural beauty of this Valley. The natural beauty of this valley 
comes alive with the aboriginal tribes who dwell here and who have to this day 
kept their tradition and culture alive. About 19 tribes inhabit this area. The 
Dhimsa dance, an age-old folk dance normally performed during 'Itikala Pongal' 
is now offered in tourist's packages everyday. 

Nagarjunakonda - is a historical Buddhist town (About 1700 years ago), now an 
island located near Nagarjuna Sagar in Guntur district/Nalgonda district in the 
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. It is 150 km south east of the capital, 
Hyderabad. 

 

Source: travel.tejasri.in (Nagarjunakonda) 

 It was formed when a hill was submerged in the waters of the Nagarjuna Sagar 
Dam, constructed in the 1960s. It is one of India's richest Buddhist sites, known 
in the ancient times as Sri Parvata. Nagarjunakonda, meaning the hill of 
Nagarjuna, was named after the Buddhist scholar and savant Acharya Nagarjuna 
who lived around the turn of the 2nd century AD. A Buddhist museum is situated 
on the entire island in the Nagarjunasagar dam. A.R. Saraswathi, in 1926, 
discovered this glorious place who was a researcher in the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI). 

 

Source: travelinformationindia.blogspot.com (Anantagiri, a Hill Resort in 
Andhra Pradesh) 
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Anantagiri - a mesmerizing hill resort, is cocooned in the green hills of Andhra 
Pradesh & 3 km away from Srikakulam. It is blessed with some of the most 
strikingly beautiful view-points on the rolling hills of the Eastern Ghats. Thick 
woodlands, plush orchards, gorgeous waterfalls, a variety of flora and miles of 
coffee plantations await you in Anantagiri Hills. Anantagiri Hills is reputed as a 
health station as some of the flora here has medicinal properties, and the 
pleasant weather never fails to replenish the body and soul. Musi or Muchkunda 
river originates from Anantagiri. The Bhavanasi Lake, situated here, is referred to 
as the Badrinath of the South attracting pilgrims from far and away. The nearby 
Borra Caves are a treasure house in itself and date back to at least a million 
year. The natural formation of the stalactites and stalagmites in the Borra Caves 
is unique and attracts the adventurous and curious tourists from all over the 
world. Araku Valley also offers a favorite getaway from the Anantagiri Hills. 

Sanctuaries & National Parks 

Kawal Wildlife Sanctuary -is the perfect destination to look for multiplicity of 
flora and fauna in India. Located in Adilabad district of Andhra Pradesh, the 
sanctuary lies at a distance of 50 km from Mancherila and 260 km from 
Hyderabad. It was established in 1964 with the purpose of safeguarding the 
endangered species in their natural habitat. Owing to its bio-diversity, the haven 
was declared as a wildlife sanctuary later. Kawal Wildlife Sanctuary is visited by 
number of tourists every year. It has two watch towers, which offer stunning view 
of the surroundings. Sprawled across an area of 893 sq kms, the sanctuary 
boasts of a dry deciduous forest where teak, bamboo and numerous varieties of 
trees, shrubs and herbs can be seen. It houses various animals, including 
Sambar, Cheetal, Nilgai, Barking Deer, Indian Bison, Sloth Bear, Panther and 
Tiger.xx 

Shivaram Wildlife Sanctuary - of Andhra Pradesh is a total delight for nature 
lovers. It was established in 1987. Sited on the banks of River Godavari, the 
sanctuary is known for its population of fresh water crocodiles. This haven truly 
appears to be immersed in nature's beauty and splendor. Sprawled in an area of 
36.29 sq km, the wildlife asylum lies at a distance of about 10 km, 50 km and 80 
km from Manthani, Mancherial and Karimnagar, respectively. 

 

Source: globetrottingtips.com (Kawal Wildlife Sanctuary in Andhra Pradesh) 
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Sri Venkateswara National Park- is another attraction amidst the range of 
sanctuaries in India. Sited at a distance of 10 km from Tirupati, the park sprawls 
in an area of 353 sq km, over the Kadapa and Chittoor districts of Andhra 
Pradesh. It boasts of many mesmerizing waterfalls, like Talakona, Gundalakona 
and Gunjana. Sri Venkateswara Wildlife Sanctuary makes an interesting 
excursion from the divine land of Tirupati. 

 

Source: indiantourist-spots.blogspot.com (Sri Venkateswara National Park, Andhra) 

For a nature lover, the park is no less than a veritable heaven, where precipitous 
gorges, sheer ridges, unfathomable valleys and striking waterfalls find their place 
in a lush green countryside, surrounded by Seshachalam and Tirumala hills. 
Over and above, a plethora of wild animals and birds make the affable 
community in this indigenous land. Established in 1989, Sri Venkateswara 
National Park was named after Lord Venkateswara - the 'Lord of Seven Hills'. 
The wide range of fauna found here includes wild animals and mammals like 
Tiger, Civet, Jackal, Black Buck, Panther, Spotted Deer, Ibex, Sloth Bear, Pig, 
Bear, Bonnet Monkey, Wild Dogs, Bison, Jackal, Fox, Rare Golden Gecko, 
Jungle Fowl, Indian Giant Squirrel, Tree Shrew, Flying Lizards, Nilgai, Wildboar, 
Occasional Leopard and Hyena. Avifauna comprises of more than 100 species of 
birds, including Crested Serpant Eagle, Ashy Crowned Finch Lark, Indian Roller, 
Kingfishers, White bellied Woodpecker, etc. 

 

Source: indiatourismtravel.wordpress.com (Mahavir Harina Vanasthali National Park) 
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Mahavir Harina Vanasthali National Park 

In Andhra Pradesh, Mahavir Harina Vanasthali National Park is a popular 
destination amongst the lovers of wildlife. Situated in Vanasthalipuram, at a 
distance of 15 kmsfrom Hyderabad, the park was established in 1975 and named 
after 'Lord Mahavira', to commemorate the 2500th birth anniversary of the 
prodigy. Once the hunting ground of the 'Nizams', Mahavir Harina Vanasthali 
National Park was later developed into a full-fledged sanctuary by the 
Government of India. 

During monsoons, Vanasthali National Park appears mesmerizing with different 
colorful flowers blooming all around. The endangered Black Buck deer is found 
here in plenty. In fact, the park has estimated 400 deer in its expanse. Apart from 
the Black Bucks, there are many other species of animals here, including 
Cheetahs, Wild Boar, Monitor Lizards, Mongooses and Porcupines. Regarding 
avifauna, there are different varieties of Partridges, Quails, Peacocks, Doves, 
Pond Herons, Egrets, Kites, Vultures, Eagle, Kingfishers and Cormorants. More 
than 80 species of migratory birds can be seen here. 

Manjira Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary- is a renowned haven that domiciles large 
number of local as well as migratory birds in Andhra Pradesh. Lying near 
Sangareddy in Medak district, this wildlife refuge is located alongside Manjira 
River. Snuggled between Manjeera and Singur barrages, the harbor formed by 
nine small islands extends over an area of 20 sq km. 

Nehru Zoological Park - is credited with being the largest zoo in India. It is 
located at a distance of 16 km from Hyderabad and comes under the Bahadupur 
region. The park was named after Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of 
India. For wildlife lovers, Nehru Zoological Park is the best place to explore the 
rich flora and fauna in its natural habitat. Sprawled over an area of approximately 
300 acres, the zoo has a wide array of animals, birds and reptiles. 

Indian Rhino, Asiatic Lions, Royal Bengal Tiger, White Tiger, Black Panther, 
Giraffes and Black Bears are some amongst the animals' treasure of the zoo. In 
case you are hunting for adventure and buzz, then you can take jeep safari of the 
Lion Park, a place with exclusive charm throughout the continent. Nehru 
Zoological Park is an abode to both, African and Indian Lions. If lucky enough, 
you may come across the Big Cats devouring their kill just a few feet away. 

Apart from the animals, there are also reptiles, including Giant/Star Tortoises, 
Water Turtles, Chameleons, Hooded Indian Cobra, Monitor Lizards, Russell's 
Viper, Giant Rock-Python, Tree Snakes, Estuarine Crocodiles, etc. Amongst the 
herbivores, Nehru Zoological Park also boasts of Elephants, Rhinoceros, 
Hippopotamus, Zebras, Chousingha, American Bison, Chinkara, Antelopes, 
Black Buck, Deer, Sambar, Brow Antler Deer, etc. 

Indira Gandhi Zoological Park -is one amongst the largest zoos of India, sited 
in the natural surroundings of a reserve forest. Sprawled in an area of 625 acres, 
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the park was named after Indira Gandhi - the former Prime Minister of India. It 
was opened to the public in the year 1977. Located amidst Kambalakonda 
Reserve Forest in Visakhapatnam, the zoological park is surrounded by the 
Eastern Ghats on three sides and the Bay of Bengal on the fourth. 

 

Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Ghariyal at Indira Gandhi Zoological Park) 

The Park houses almost eighty species, numbering to eight hundred animals, in 
its expanse. Infact, it has special sections for primates, carnivores, lesser 
carnivores, small mammals, ungulates, reptiles and birds in their natural 
replicated enclosures. Amongst the primates, the extra attention is gained by 
Rhesus monkey, Bonnet monkey, Mandrills, Olive and Sacred baboons, whereas 
Panthers, Tigers, Lions, Pumas, Jaguars, Wolves, Jackals, Hyena, Ratel, etc are 
the major ones in Carnivores. The section of Reptiles has Pythons, Tortoise, 
Terrapins, Monitor lizards, Snakes and Water Monitor Lizards. In the range of 
Herbivores, the park embraces Elephant, Bison, Sambar, Spotted deer and 
Thamin deer. Regarding Avifauna, there are Grey/ Rosy pelicans, Pied hornbills, 
Painted storks, Peacocks, Ducks, Love birds, Cockatiels, Macaws and various 
other ground birds. You can also walk beside the aviaries, which comprise a 
diverse collection of birds from the Eastern Ghats. 

The animals like Himalayan Black Bear and Sloth Bear are kept in separate huge 
enclosures. Apart from other animals and birds, the special attraction at the park 
is made by the Hippopotamus and the Crocodiles, which can be seen basking in 
the sun.xx 

Nellapattu Sanctuary and Pulicat Lake 

This bird Sanctuary is located in Nelapattu village. It is located on the East Coast 
about 20-km north of the Pulicat Bird Sanctuary in the Nellore district. With a total 
area of 404-kms the Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary is one of the largest pelican 
habitats in Southeast Asia. Near this sanctuary is the Pulicat Lake, the second 
largest salt water lake in India. On a holidaya trip one can also sight the 
migratory birds which are another source of attraction at Pulicat lake in Andhra 
Pradesh. 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  209 
 

                                                                                                                                

 

Source: www.loveinfographics.com (Flamingos at Pulicat Lake) 

Coringa Sanctuary: The Coringa sanctuary is situated around 20 Kms from 
Kakinada and 70 Kms from Rajahmundry. This sanctuary is a part of river 
Godavari and owns a heavy growth of Mangrove plantation. The highlight of the 
sanctuary is that it is situated on the backwaters of the sea. One can spot 
estuarine crocodiles, sea turtles, fishing cats, otters and large variety of birds 
here. 

Kolleru Lake Bird Sanctuary: The Kolleru Lake Bird Sanctuary at Kolleru has 
the largest fresh water lake in Asia. It is 65 Km away from Vijaywada. The Kolleru 
lake attracts many nature lovers. 

 

Source: www.team-bhp.com (Kolleru Lake, Godavari, India) 
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8.5 Check Your Progress 

 
1) Name any three popular beaches of Karnataka? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………….………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2) Which Island in Karnataka is known as National Geological Monument? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..……………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3)      Name any two beaches in Goa? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..……………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4) Name any three beaches in Andhra Pradesh? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..……………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5)     Name two sanctuaries in Karnataka? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..……………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6)     Name two sanctuaries/ National Parks in Andhra Pradesh? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..……………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

7)     Name two waterfalls in Karnataka? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………..……………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………… 
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8.6 Summary 
 
Well readers, after going through this unit of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh, you 
must have got knowledge about the immense potential of these states with 
regard to beach & nature tourism. Karnataka has got great scenic beauty & 
having a concentration of beaches, lakes, rivers, waterfalls, sanctuaries, national 
parks, sanctuaries etc. Karnataka is blessed with over 300 km of pristine coastal 
stretch & sunny beaches at places like Malpe, Murdeshwara, Maravanthe, 
Gokarna, Kumta etc. Kudremukh, Kemmanagundi, Agumbe, Horanadu, Nandi 
Hills are some of the better known hill stations of Karnataka. Also Karnataka is 
known for its wildlife sanctuaries & National parks. Andhra Pradesh has a variety 
of attractions including beaches, hills, wildlife, forests and temples. Dominated by 
a regal past, the state of Andhra Pradesh is a live manifestation of a multi-
dimensional scenic pleasure. Andhra Pradesh tourism is known as Koh-i-Noor of 
India. The South Indian state of Andhra Pradesh has many exotic “Beaches” 
within its area that overwhelms the tourist with its captivating and enchanting 
beauty such as Bheemunipatnam Beach, Ramakrishna Beach, Manginapudi 
Beach, Kakinada, and Kalingapatnam Beach etc. It also has a number of 
sanctuaries & national parks. After going through this block, surely you would 
have got a fair idea about the rich culture & natural manifestations which attract 
tourist in the states of Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh. 
 

8.7 Clues to Answer 
Check your Progress 

1. Refer  8.3 
2. Refer  8.3 
3. Refer  8.3 
4. Refer  8.3 
5. Refer  8.4 
6. Refer  8.4 
7. Refer  8.4 
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UNIT 9: POPULAR MONUMENTS & 
HISTORICAL SITES 

STRUCTURE 

9.1 Objectives 
9.2 Introduction 
9.3 Popular Monuments  
9.4 Historical sites 
9.5 Check Your Progress 
9.6 Summary 
9.7 Clues to Answer 

 
 

9.1 Objectives 
After going through the Unit 9 on Popular Monuments & Historical Sites with a 
special reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands, you would be able to:  

 Understand the popular monuments present in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Know about the Historical sites in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Understand the role of Heritage & Architecture in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of monuments & Historical sites in Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 

9.2 Introduction 
Unit 9 gives detailed information about popular monuments and Historical sites in 
India with special reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands. These states have got a large number of monuments. 
Readers after going through this unit, you would know about the monumental & 
cultural heritage of these places. Who built these monuments? What is the 
architectural design of these monuments? What was the material used? Who 
built it? A lot of these answers you would get in this unit. 
 

9.3 Popular Monuments  
A large number of popular monuments are present in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  

Kerala 

The contribution of Kerala to the cultural heritage of India stands unique in every 
sense. Recent findings in various parts of Kerala have provided enough proof of 
its greater antiquity in the geological features and pre-historic cultures. The pre-
historic evidences obtained from Kerala constitute various cultures beginning 
from Palaeolithic to Megalithic period.  
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The most ancient form of Kerala temples are very simple in structure. They are 
without roof or open air shrines known as 'Kavu'. Brahmanical cave temples 
belong to the next stage of development in the temple architecture. Kaviyoor, the 
oldest cave temple of Kerala belongs to the latter half of the 8th century AD, 
shows Pallava resemblance. Kallil, Trikkur, Ayiroorpara, Kottukal, Vizhinjam and 
Chitral cave temples represent the technique of rock-architecture which prevailed 
in Kerala sometime in the 8th century.The inscriptional evidences suggest that 
the temple architecture in Kerala had its beginning at least by the early part of the 
ninth century AD. 

 
Source: www.skyworldpune.com (Backwaters in Kerala) 

From the initial stage itself, it is clear that there is special impetus in temple 
architecture by the patronship of the Cheraman Perumal and the Kulasekhara 
Alwar. The Kerala temples show clear cut difference from the temples of Tamil 
Nadu in so far as the imposing 'Gopuram' is conspicuous by its absence. The 
early temples here are not represented by intact structures and most of them 
were undergone periodical renovations. All the important temples in Kerala have 
been built on prominent sites as laid down in the sacred texts. The standard 
works on the architecture of Kerala are the 'Manushyalaya Chandrika', The 
'Tantra samuchaya' and 'Silparatna'. 

 
Source: shivanitravels.in (Padmanabhapuram Palace, Kerala) 

The traditional domestic architectural monuments include 'Nalukettu', Ettukettu' 
and palaces which were built according to thesilpa sasthras and are the living 
specimens of Kerala traditional architecture. Strong influence of the local Hindu 
temple style is seen in the structure of ancient churches and mosques of Kerala. 
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Among the historical monuments in Kerala, there are several ancient forts which 
deserve special attention. 
 
Padmanabhapuram Palace 
Padmanabhapuram Palace is a magnificent wooden palace of the 16th century, 
located in Thuckalay, 64 km from Thiruvananthapuram. It is the old palace of the 
Rajas of the erstwhile Travancore (1550 to 1750 AD) and an excellent example 
of the indigenous architectural style of Kerala. The palace has antique interiors 
replete with intricate rosewood carvings and sculptured dâ€šcor adorned with 
17th and 18th century murals.xx 
 

 
Source: www.keralatourism.org (Nedumangad Palace, Thiruvanthanapuram) 

Nedumangad Palace 
Nedumangad Palace also known as Koikkal Kottaram is an18th century palace 
situated about fourteen kilometers from Thiruvananthapuram at Nedumangad. It 
is on the way to the Ponmudi hill station and the Courtalam waterfalls. The 
palace today houses a folklore museum and a numismatic museum as well. 
Originally built for Umayamma Rani of the Venad royal family, the palace is a 
double storied traditional Nalukettu with slanting gabled roofs and an inner 
courtyard. 
Aranmula Temple 
Aranmula Temple Located at a distance of 16 km from Tiruvalla, and is dedicated 
to Lord Krishna. The temple is believed to be built during the Mahabharata era. 
The annual snake boat race conducted here is not just a competition; rather it is 
an attempt to recapture the cultural glory of the past. 

 
Source: www.keralatourism.org (Aranmula Temple) 
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St. Angelo`s Fort 
St. Angelo`s Fort also known as the Kannur Fort is one of the important forts of 
Kerala. The fort serves as a prominent tourist attraction and is located just 3km 
west from the town of Kannur. It was constructed by the first Portuguese Viceroy, 
Don Francesco de Almeida in 1505. The fort provides a fascinating view of the 
Moppila Bay and Dharmadom Island, which are situated near it.  
St. Angelo`s Fort faces the Arabian Sea and thus provides a mesmerizing view of 
the sunrise and sunset. The protected monument is replete with a big moat which 
runs around the fort. St. Angelo`s fort is an example of Portuguese architecture. 
Pallipuram Fort 
Pallipuram Fort is one of the famous and oldest remaining forts in Kerala. It is 
located in Kochi district and is popularly known as Ayikkotta. It is the oldest 
existing European fort in India. In 1503 the Portuguese built the Pallipuram Fort. 
The Pallipuram Fort is an exquisite example of its architectural beauty. The fort is 
of a hexagonal structure. The hexagonal structure of the fort was very fruitful for 
the inhabitants, as it enabled them to keep an eye on enemies or invader from 
the six walls of the monument. 

 
Source: sreeramshenoy.wordpress.com (Bekal Fort, Kerala) 

Bekal Fort  
Amongst the best preserved forts in Kerala, the Bekal Fort claims to be 300 year 
old. The fort was supposedly constructed in 1650s by Sivappa Naik of the Ikkeri 
dynasty. Later on, the fort also passed into the hands of Hyder Ali, Tipu Sultan 
and Britishers. The fort was primarily built as a defensive structure and therefore 
has no palace inside. There is an old mosque near the fort which is believed to 
have been constructed by the Mysore forces. 

 
Source: en.vyganews.com (Sabarimala temple, Kerala) 

Sabarimala Temple 
The uniqueness of Sabarimala temple Kerala lies in the fact that people of almost 
all religion and faith can pay a visit to it without any discrimination, however, 
women are not allowed in. Also, it is open for darshan for only specific period of 
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time in the year. However, strict rules have to be followed in order to visit this 
temple which is located amidst wilderness atop a 950 m hill. The temple is 
dedicated to Lord Ayyappa, son of Lord Shiva and Vishnu (in form of Mohini). 
 
Vadakkumnathan Temple  
This Shiva temple boasts of being built by none other than the creator of Kerala 
state itself, Parsurama. Another feather in the cap of this temple is that it is one 
of the largest temples in the state, spreading across in an area of 10 acres. The 
renovation work on the original structure was done by Shakhthan Thampuran, a 
faithful devotee of Lord Shiva. There are images of Ayyappa and Lord Rama 
along with Shiva here. Adi Shankracharya is believed to have spent his last days 
in this temple. A unique feature of this temple is that the Mahalingam of Shiva is 
never visible since it is covered in huge mound of ghee which is as high as 11 
feet. A portion of mound is considered around 1000 years old, still there is no 
stench emitting from it. This is despite Kerala's warm climate.  
 

 
Source: http://redscarabtravelandmedia.wordpress.com 

 (Cheraman Juma Masjid, Kodungullur) 
 
Cheraman Juma Masjid  
The Masjid is located in the Kodungallor and claims to be the oldest one in the 
country and second oldest one in the world. It was built in 628 AD, in Al Hijra 7, 
which means that the construction was done just seven years after Prophet 
Mohammed migrated to Medina. The architectural style of the mosque is typical 
Hindu style. This is so because at that point of time, there was no other 
architectural style in prevalence. The name of the mosque derives from the name 
of the king who converted to Islam after marrying the sister of Jeddah King. 
Before he died, he gave his brother in law the possession of a number of letters 
he had written to the kings of Kerala seeking their help to spread Islam in the 
state. The Jeddah king arrived in Kerala and with the assistance of the king of 
Kodungallor built this mosque. A recently conducted naval exercise revealed a 
startling discovery. The prayer room inside the mosque was the highest place in 
Kodungallor! 
 
St. Sebastian Church  
This church is located 22 km north of Alappuzha and is highly revered by the 
Christian population of the state. It was established by the Portuguese 
missionaries and is quiet well known for its 11 day festival of St Sebastian in the 
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second week of January. Quiet a few peculiar practices mark this festival, for 
example, the devotees crawl on the knees from the church to the beach (Urulu 
nercha) to show their respect for the saint. Also the offering made include gold 
and silver replicas of human limbs, bows and arrows. Moreover, the pilgrims of 
Sabarimala consider a holy dip in the tank of the church extremely auspicious. A 
perfect example of religious unanimity.xx 
 

 
Source: greentravelerguides.com (Sunset view, Cochin) 

 
Vasco House  
This 16th century structure was supposedly the residence of the Portuguese 
sailor, Vasco da gama. It is located inside the Fort Kochi in Ernakulam. Highlight 
of the house include European glass paned windows and Balcony cum 
Verandas. 

 
Source: www.girlstriptips.com (Vasco House) 

 

Tamil Nadu 

The monuments of Tamil Nadu attract tourists from all over the world and are 
considered the architectural gems in the southern area of India. Most of the 
ancient buildings have been constructed by following Dravidian architectural 
style. These monuments reflect a unique style which is evident from their design 
of the walls and the ceilings which have been decorated with intricate and 
delicate sculptures. Lots of ancient monuments such as Madras War Cemetery, 
Bharathiyar Illam, Rippon Building, Vivekananda Illam, Thirumalai Nayak Mahal 
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and the Rock Fort temple are present in the major cities of the state. The 
monuments of Tamil Nadu can be classified into two categories, historical 
monuments and religious monuments.xx 

Fort St. George 

Fort St. George was the first British fortress in India. The construction of the fort 
at Chennai saw a spurt in settlements and construction activity around the place. 
The later day Madras/Chennai city evolved around the same fort. Fort St. George 
has the distinction of being the oldest English fort on the East Coast of India. 
Constructed between 1640 and 1653 and subsequently reconstructed in the year 
1783, Fort St. George was once a town, complete with named streets, alleys and 
roads. 

 

Source: www.chennaibest.com (St. Fort George, Chennai) 

Kailasanath Temple 

Kanchipuram is a pilgrimage city. A former Pallava capital (7th - 9th century), 
Kanchipuram is filled with temples dating from the 8th - 17th centuries. These 
temples are the perfect study of the evolutionary changes that the South Indian 
architecture underwent while different reigns made their impressions on them. 
Among the oldest temples in the temple city of Kanchipuram is Kailasanath 
Temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva. An epitome of an early structural temple, 
Kailasanath Temple reflects the rapidly emerging South Indian style: gopuras, 
pilastered walls, a pyramidal shikhara, and a perimeter wall enclosing the 
complex. 

Padmanabhapuram Palace 

The Padmanabhapuram Palace is one of the most magnificent monuments of 
Tamilnadu. It is situated in Kanyakumari district, 15 km from Nagercoil and 55 km 
South-West of Thiruvananthapuram. The Padmanabhapuram palace was the 
seat of power of the rulers of Travancore. The palace is known for its planning 
and military architecture and remained the center of power till 1790, when the 
capital was shifted to Thiruvananthapuram. The main attractions of the 
Padmanabhapuram Palace are its sheer aesthetic beauty, murals, innovative 
designs and time tested wooden carvings. 
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Source: www.vebidoo.de (Meenakshi Temple, Madurai) 

Meenakshi Temple 

The Meenakshi temple complex is one of the largest in India. The presiding deity 
at the Meenakshi temple at Madurai, the Athens of South India, is Goddess 
Meenakshi. The nucleus of the temple is older than the Madurai city. The 
Meenakshi temple complex is spread over an area of about 6 hectares. The 
temple has 12 gateways (Gopurams), which range in height from 45 to 50 m and 
the tallest Gopuram is the southern. The southern gateway is nine stories high 
and has images of gods and goddesses. A unique feature of the ancient 
Dravidian culture of South India is that people paint their gods in brilliant and 
bright colors. This is very much evident atop the gateways of the Meenakshi 
temple. 

 

Source: dakarmik.blogspot.com (Mammalla Puram) 

Mahabalipuram Rathas 

Mahabalipuram is a temple town that is situated along the Coromandel Coast 55 
kilometers off Chennai, the capital of Tamil nadu. The place is famous for its 
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Ratha temples that are a part of the famous shore temple complex. The Pallava 
king Narsimha built the magnificent 'Ratha' cave temples of Mahabalipuram.  

These 7th century temples are regarded the pioneer of an entirely revolutionary 
style of architecture that came to be known as Dravidian architecture style. 

These 'Ratha' temples of Mahabalipuram are commonly called the Pancha 
Pandava Ratha. These temples are considered pioneer of the Dravidian monolith 
era and mark the point of transition between the earlier tradition of rock-carved 
temples and the later tradition of freestanding stone structures. There are 
actually eight Rathas at Mahabalipuram out of which five are named after the five 
Pandavas of Mahabharata and one after Draupadi. The five rathas that can be 
seen are Dharmaraja Ratha, Bhima Ratha, Arjuna Ratha, Draupadi Ratha and 
Nakul Sahadeva Ratha. 

Vivekananda Rock 

Vivekananda Rock Memorial is built on the legendary Vivekanad Rock that juts 
out of the convergence of the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 
Bengal. About 400 mts offshore the two rocky islands became the seat of 
enlightenment for Swami Vivekananda, an Indian philosopher and social 
reformer. It is believed that in the year 1892, Swami Vivekananda swam across 
the sea and meditated on this isolated rock island, imparting the spiritual 
charisma to him. 

 

Source: arunsblog.wordpress.com (Vivekananda Rock, Kanyakumari) 

Brihadisvara Temple: The Brihadisvara temple is one of the most ancient and 
the most celebrated Hindu temple in the world. The temple is located in the city 
of Thanjavur that is also known as Tanjore, in the Indian province of Tamil nadu. 
The UNESCO has adjudged this thousand years old temple a "World Heritage 
Site". Brihadisvara is the most illustrious and a brilliant example of the Dravidian 
style temple architecture. The building that carries the main sanctum is known as 
the 'Periya Kovil'. This stands amidst fortified walls that were probably added in 
the 16th century.  
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Source: www.skyscrapercity.com (Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur) 

Pondicherry 

A wondrous history of this place is told by obliging Pondicherrians. As well as the 
striking grid-like street planning, buildings and monuments. About the arrival of 
the European maritime powers of the 16th century -the Portuguese, the Dutch, 
the Danes, the English and importantly, the French, setting foot first in 1670. 
About the transformation of a tiny fishing village into a grand port city by the 18th 
century. About fierce Anglo-French battles. Ravages. And sieges. About brave 
generals. Friendly maharajas. And even, philanthropic courtesans. And about an 
undisturbed French rule for 138 years till 1954. 

Park Monuments (Aayi Mandapam) 

The most beautiful public space in town is the green and shaded Government 
Park, in the heart of Pondicherry. Standing smack in its centre is Aayi 
Mandapam. Built in Greco-Roman architecture, unsinfully white, during the reign 
of Napoleon III- Emperor of France. 

 

Source: bobbacaps.blogspot.com 

 (Park Monuments (Aayi Mandapam), Pondicherry) 
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Arikamedu 

A historical site, 4 kms south of Pondicherry, which revealed local trade with 
Romans as early as 2nd century B.C.  

 

Source: lutheroutofstation.wordpress.com (Arikamedu Pondicherry) 

Ananda Ranga Pillai Mansion 

Ananda Ranga Pillai was the celebrated dubash of Dupleix, the governor of 
Pondicherry while it flourished under French glory. Pillai`s compilation of diaries 
serve as a storehouse of information on 18th century French India. His mansion, 
completed sometime in 1738, is one of the oldest surviving buildings on the west 
side- then known as "natives` quarters." Its architecture represents a curious mix 
of French and Indian styles. 

The Statue of Dupleix 

This is Pondicherry`s tribute to Francois Dupe ix whose able governorship came 
to an end in 1754. However, French recognition came about a century later, 
when, in 1870, they paid homage by commissioning two statues -one in France 
and the other in Pondicherry. The 2.88 m tall structure was erected over six 
carved ornamental granite pillars at the Place du Republique. It now stands 
restationed overlooking a children`s park at the southern end of the promenade, 
now named Goubert Avenue. 

 

Source: commons.wikimedia.org (The Statue of Dupleix, Pondicherry) 
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Place Du Government 

The Place Du Government is a brilliant example of town planning in Pondicherry. 
Comprising the 18th century Palais Du Gouvernement -now the Raj Nivas (not 
open to the public) -and the old tribunals -now housing the Legislative Assembly -
along with a neat three-sided line-up of other handsome buildings. At the centre, 
surrounded by a well-tended garden, stands the Water Monument, sculpted to 
commemorate the introduction of good drinking water for the population. Latin 
and Tamil inscriptions bear out the story. Some exquisitely carved monolithic 
pillars, brought to Pondicherry from the Gingee Fort after its capture in 1751, 
adorn the place. 
 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands has got a negative recognition for being the 'kala 
pani' or the 'Black Water Prison' of the pre-independence era of India. But with 
time the place has evolved as the 'Garden of Eden'. Apart from being bestowed 
with scenic landscapes, the place also has rich historical resources. Some of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands Monuments are: 

Cellular Jail: The Indian Bastille is situated in the north - eastern part of Port 
Blair. It was way back in 1906 that the jail building was completed. The jail is 
named so because of the solitary confinements that the freedom fighters were 
subjected to. This puce-colored building of Andaman and Nicobar Islands has 
witnessed all the twists and turns of the Indian Independence and now it stands 
as a place of pilgrimage for the Indians. 

 

Source: babul-gupta.blogspot.com (Cellular Jail, Port Blair) 

Anthropological Museum: Brought up in 1975, the Anthropological Museum at 
Phoenix Bay demonstrates the lifestyle of the Paleolithic Islanders. This museum 
displays the tribal culture with all their artifacts which includes cloths, boats or 
weapons. It is also equipped with a well furnished library. 

 Chatham Saw Mill: It is yet another important monuments of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. Set up in 1836, it is the largest saw mill of Asia. Since 1970, a 
bulk of wood is supplied to the mill from Thailand, Myanmar and Malaysia. This is 
so because logging of woods had been banned in the island. 
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Samudrika Museum: This rich house of shells and corels is run by navy. This 
museum of Andaman and Nicobar Islands has five sections: History of the island, 
its geography, archeology, marine life and people. 

 

SOURCE: www.ugo.cn (Samudrika Marine Museum, Port Blair) 

9.4 Historical sites 

The monuments of South India lie untouched and resplendent along the shores 
of the three oceans that surround and protect its beauty. The region is separated 
from the north by the Vindhya Range and insulated on the east and west by the 
eastern and western ghats. Consequently the culture, architecture and heritage 
of the place have remained largely untouched. The Dravidian style of 
construction has remained intact and can be plainly seen in all the temples and 
monuments that adorn this idyllic region. What is collectively referred to as South 
India comprises primarily of four different states- Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh as well as the Union Territories of Pondicherry and the 
Lakshadweep archipelago.  
Monuments in the South Indian region are mainly of two types: religious and 
historical. The religious monuments are indicative of the various places of 
worship built by the ancient ruling dynasties, mainly temples. Apart from this with 
later invasions and the advent of the British, other religious constructions also 
took place in the form of churches and mosques. Historical monuments comprise 
of the palaces and forts. 

 

Kerala 
The monuments of Kerala have well preserved the history and culture of the 
state. Popularly known as `God`s own country`, the state of Kerala has a rich 
array of historical and religious monuments that dot the lush landscape of this 
beautiful state and make it a travellers paradise. 
Alwaye Palace in Kerala The state of Kerala is a tropical paradise with beautiful 
lush green vegetation, waving palms, the backwaters, sun, sea and surf .Modern 
day Kerala was created in 1956 along linguistic lines. It has been under the rule 
of a number of different dynasties including the Cheras, the Ays, the Pandyan 
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rulers, the Kulasekhara dynasty and later the British. Marthanda Varma is said to 
be the father of modern Kerala as the state grew and developed to a great extent 
under him. Kerala being located on the seacoast was the centre for trade and 
commerce. As a result a number of different merchants from West Europe, 
Southern Asia etc established close ties and settlements here. Thus in the 
monuments of Kerala is seen reflected not only the grandeur of the various 
dynasties that held sway here but also many outside influences that entered 
India via Kerala. 
 
The monuments of Kerala are chiefly constructed in the traditional style of 
Nalukettu or ettukettu-four or eight sided structures with a central courtyard and 
walls opening out. However, in regions like fort Kochi which has seen a great mix 
and confluence of cultures, the architecture is a curious mix of typical Kerala, 
European, Chinese, Jewish and Arabic styles. The various monuments of Kerala 
include temples, churches, palaces, mosques, forts and mansions. 
 
Kuthira Malika Palace 
Kuthira Malika is a palace in Thiruvananthapuram built by Swathi Thirunal Rama 
Varma. It is located on the south-eastern side of the Padmanabhaswamy temple. 
The Palace was constructed in 1840, and is named Kuthira Malika or the 
Mansion of Horses, because there are one hundred and eight horses that are 
carved in the wooden wall brackets, which supports the southern roof. 
Kuthira Malika is also referred to Putthen Malika, the New Mansion that forms a 
part of the royal buildings near the Padmanabhaswamy Temple. A part of the 
Putthen Malika has been converted to a Palace Museum that consists of some of 
the assets, which are owned by the Travancore Royal Family. 
 
 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Kuthira Malika, Thiruvananthapuram) 

 
Edakkal caves are located 1,200 metres above sea level in the Wayanad district 
of Kerala in Western Ghats. It is situated beside an ancient trade route that 
connects the mountains of Mysore to the ports of Malabar Coast. There are 
pictorial writings that date back to 5000 BC. This indicates the presence of a 
prehistoric civilization in this region. The Stone Age carvings of Edakkal are the 
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only known examples from south India. There are three types of petroglyphs 
inside the cave. The oldest may date back to around more than 8,000 years. 
There have been evidences that the caves were inhabited several times at 
different points. These caves were discovered by Fred Fawcett accidentally.xx 
 

 
Source: www.photomedley.net (Edakkal caves) 

Kaviyoor Thrikkakkudi Cave Temple, Kerala 
Kaviyoor Thrikkakkudi Cave Temple, Kerala Kaviyoor Caves is of great historical 
importance and is preserved as a monument by the Archaeological Department. 
The temple has a sculpture of Lord Ganesha in the verandah into the wall and 
inner sanctum containing a tall Shivalinga, all carved out a one huge rock. The 
structure has a resemblance to the Pallava style of architecture. Enshrined in a 
square cave is the main deity of the shrine, Lord Shiva/ He is represented in the ` 
Shivalinga` which about three feet high and carved is out of rock. The shrine has 
idols of Ganapati, Maharshi and Dwarapalakas. The temple was constructed 
during the rule of the Pallava dynasty who reigned over South India from 608 to 
850 AD. 

 
Source: www.keralatourism.org (Chandragiri fort, Kasargod) 

Chandragiri fort 
Chandragiri fort lies three km south of Kasargod town. It has a large square 
situated high above the Chandragiri River on its southern bank. In the 17th 
century Sivappa Nayak of Bednore has built the fort. He also stablished his 
authority over the area and built a chain of forts. This fort is situated on the bank 
of the Chandragiri River and marked the traditional boundary between Kerala 
and the Tuluva Kingdom. 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  229 
 

                                                                                                                                
Monuments of Kochi 
The monuments of Kochi reflect an impact of multi-ethnicity. The city of Kochi or 
Cochin is a fascinating blend of races and cultures. It is the oldest European 
settlement in India, and Portuguese, Chinese, Jewish, early Christian, Dutch and 
British influences can all be seen to advantage here. There is a confluence of 
various religions in the region which is a result of the various settlements in the 
regions. As far as Christianity is concerned, St. Thomas is believed to have 
visited the region and brought about a number of Christian converts among the 
Moplahs. The Jews are also said to have settled here and both these 
communities were well established by the 8th century. 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (St Francis Church, Cochin) 

The St Francis Church, for instance, is the oldest European Church in India. It 
was built by the Portuguese in Fort Cochin. The original wooden church was 
replaced in stone in 1546. Vasco Da Gama was initially buried here, before being 
removed to Lisbon. After the occupation of Kochi by the British in 1795 the 
church became Anglican.  
The Church of Santa Cruz was also constructed by the Portuguese in 1505. It 
was named a Cathedral in 1558. The British later destroyed this Cathedral and 
the Church as it stands today was built in 1905. The Pallipuram fort at Vypeen, 
the oldest surviving European in India, was built by the Portuguese in 1503. 
Amongst the historical edifices there is the Mattanchery or Dutch Palace. 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Vizhinjam Rock Cut Caves) 

Other than this the Bolghatty Palace is one of the oldest Dutch Palaces outside 
Holland. It was built in 1744 by a Dutch trader. It was later extended and a 
beautiful garden was built around it. It was initially built as a palace for the Dutch 
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Governor. The synagogue of the White Jews, built in 1568, is the oldest in the 
Commonwealth. It is located near the Dutch Palace ion Mattanchery.  
The largest archaeological museum in Kerala is the Hill Palace. It is located near 
Tripunithura and was constructed in 1865 as the administrative office of the 
Kochi Rajahs.xx 
 
Vizhinjam Rock Cut Caves 
Vizhinjam Rock Cut Caves contains the rock cut sculptures of the 18th century in 
the cave temple at Vizhinjam in Thiruvananthapuram in the state of Kerala. 
Vizhinjam Rock Cut Caves are granite caves that enclose a one-celled shrine 
with a loose sculpture of Vinandhara Dakshinamurthi. The outer wall depicts half-
complete reliefs of the Lord Shiva with Goddess Parvati. It is around 17 
kilometers from the city. 
 
Monuments of Trivandrum 
Monuments of Trivandrum are constructed in local architectural style with almost 
no European or Islamic influence.  
Padmanabhapuram Palace is a magnificent wooden palace of the 16th century, 
located in Thuckalay, 64 km from Thiruvananthapuram. It is the old palace of the 
Rajas of the erstwhile Travancore (1550 to 1750 AD) and an excellent example 
of the indigenous architectural style of Kerala. 
Nedumangad Palace also known as Koikkal Kottaram is an18th century palace 
situated about fourteen kilometers from Thiruvananthapuram at Nedumangad. 
The Numismatics Museum at the Koyikkal Palace is the only one of its kind in the 
State. It is located in the ground floor of the palace, and houses coins from 
different parts of the world as well as to different eras. 
The Napier Museum was built in the nineteenth century in the Indo-Saracenic 
style of architecture. The museum has an interesting collection of archaeological 
and historic artefacts, bronze idols, ancient ornaments, a temple chariot and ivory 
carvings. The Napier Museum (1880), Zoological Gardens and Art Gallery form a 
complex in the park to the north of the city. 

 
Source: attractivespot.blogspot.com (Napier museum, Trivandrum) 

The Sree Chitra Art Gallery is located near the Napier Museum. The gallery 
displays select paintings of Raja Ravi Varma, Svetlova and Nicholas Roerich and 
exquisite works from the Rajput, Mughal and Tanjore schools of Art in India. 
The Sri Padmanabha Swami Temple is situated right in the heart of the city of 
Thiruvananthapuram. The name of the city itself is derived from the name of the 
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presiding deity. The temple is considered as one of the 108 Divya Desams (place 
of special holiness) of Lord Vishnu. The architectural work of the temple is 
famous. It is built in the Dravidian style and has 7 stories. 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Sri Padmanabha Swami Temple) 

Aranmula Temple is located on the Thiruvananthapuram - Kottayam route. The 
temple is dedicated to Lord Krishna. A major attraction here is the snake boat 
race held as part of the Uthrettathi festival in August/September. Attukal 
Bhagavathy Temple is located at Attukal, 2 km away from the city. The temple is 
considered as the Sabarimala of the women and they form the major portion of 
the devotees here. The goddess is worshipped as the Supreme Mother here. 
Legend has it that Attukul Bhagvathy is the divinized form of Kannaki, an 
incarnation of Goddess Parvati. The architectural style of the temple is a blend of 
Kerala and Tamil styles of architecture. 
 
Tipu Sultan Fort: The Tipu Sultan Fort, Kerala is located at the heart of 
Palakkad town. It is also called as the Palakkad fort. Regarded as one of the best 
preserved forts of south India, Tipu Sultan fort Palakkad was constructed way 
back in the year 1766. Today, fort of Tipu Sultan is a protected monument and is 
looked after by the Archaeological Survey of India. Even today, the tough walls of 
the fort speak volumes about the stories of courage and bravery of Tipu Sultan, 
also known as the "Lion of Mysore". 
 
Chittur Garumadam: This is yet another memorial that remembers a highly 
revered poet saint, Thunchath Ezhuthachan. He authored the well known 
'Adhyatma Ramayana'. Thunchath Ezhuthachan is also credited for translating 
Mahabharata into Malayalam. The Garumadam displays items like a 'srichakra', 
some of the idols worshipped by him, wooden slippers used by him and a few old 
manuscripts are exhibited here. The day of Vijayadashami sees hundreds of 
children being brought to the Gramudom for a ritualistic initiation of learning. The 
Gramudom is located on the banks of Solkanasini River (destroyer of sorrows) in 
the Palakkad district of Kerala. 
 
Bishop's House: Constructed in the early 16th century, the Bishop's House 
served as the residence of the Portuguese Governor. It is perched over a small 
hillock and is marked by typical Gothic arches. Additionally, the circular garden 
path that leads upto the main entrance is another attraction. It was earlier known 
by the name of Dome Jos Gomes Ferreira who was the 27th Bishop of the 
Diocese of Cochin. 
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Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Archbishop's House, Changanassery, 

Kerala) 
 
Madavoorpara Rock Cut Temple: Rock cut temples are one of the main styles 
of Kerala architecture in 7-9 century AD. This cave temple is found at the mid-
height of the rock, facing south west. It has an oblong shrine, with rock-cut linga, 
an ardhamondapa and pillared facade. There is a circumambulatory inside the 
garbhagriha. The left wall of the ardhamondapa carries a Ganapathy figure and 
the right side there is a figure of the local chieftain. The temple is dated to about 
850 A.D. 
 
Kottukal rock cut temple: The Kottukal rock cut temple represents an 
outstanding and typical example for the Rock cut Temple style of Kerala. It has 
two cells on either side with Shivalinga in each with a projection carrying the 
figure of Ganapathy at the centre. And is located in Kollam district. 
 
Rock Cut Temple Thrikkakudy: It is the oldest cave temple in Kerala. It belongs 
to the latter half of the 8th century AD if not earlier as suggested by its close 
resemblance to later Pallava work. It is located in village Kaviyoor, Taluk 
Thiruvalla & district Pathanamthitta. 
 
Buddha Image at Krishnapuram Palace: This Buddha Image is of 96 cm. 
height. It is in yogasana posture. Jvala and the upper cloth on the left shoulder 
which spread over the chest with many foldings are very clear. It is datable to 9th 
century A.D. 
 
Sakthan Thampuran Palace: The old Vadakkechira palace was renovated to 
the present style by Sakthan Thampuran, the famous king of the Perumbadappu 
dynasty. Now it is known as Sakthan Thampuran palace. It is a two storied 
building with a Nalukettu. The palace is an exquisite example for the combination 
of Kerala-Dutch architectural Style. 
 

Tamil Nadu 
Tamil Nadu has a great tradition of history and culture. In ancient, early medieval 
and medieval period, a number of dynasties ruled over the Tamil land. Many of 
those rulers were very fond of art and architecture and gave generous patronage 
to men of letters, sculptors, architects and artists. This saw the Tamil land 
becoming a hub of many beautiful and amazing monuments, which attract 
tourists from all over the world to this day. These monuments speak volumes 
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about the artistic skills and excellence of the sculptors and architects of that 
period. The temples with their towering gopurams and the rock cut temples leave 
the connoisseurs speechless. 
 
CHENNAI 
Chennai has a rich cultural heritage and a glorious historical past.It is famous for 
her forts, palaces, temples and memorials. The monuments are spread in varoius 
parts of Chennai. The most important monuments in Chennai are as follows: 
 
Valluvar Kottam: Valluvar Kottam is a grand auditorium inaugurated on 1976 
and it is devoted to the poet-saint Thiruvalluvar. This grandeur of the monument 
lies on the fact that it stands on the deserted lake, which was filled up with the 
garbage and waste of the city. 

 

Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Valluvar Kottam) 

MGR Memorial: This MGR Memorial is at Pondy Bazaar, which is within 
Chennai. This memorial is set up in the memory of the famous actor cum 
politician MGR Ramachandran.  

Senate House: The Senate House is situated on the Chennai University 
Campus near Marina. The Senate house in Chennai was built under the direction 
of the skilled architect of 19th century Robert Fellowes Chisholm. The structure 
of the building is a live example of the Indo-Saracenic style with a harmonious 
blend of Byzantine architectural features. 

 

SOURCE: chennaibest.com (San Thome Basilica, Chennai) 
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San Thome Basilica, Chennai: San Thome basilica is a Roman Catholic 
basilica which was built in the city of Chennai. Though originally built in 16th 
century by Portuguese explorer, this was rebuilt in 1893 by the British who gave 
a status of cathedral to the Basilica. San Thome Basilica is designed in Neo- 
Gothic style by the British architects. 

MONUMENTS OF MADURAI 
Monuments of Madurai are mostly religious in nature and the most famous 
amongst them is the Meenakshi temple. It is dedicated to Lord Shiva, who is 
known here as Sudareshvara, and Goddess Parvati known as Meenakshi. In fact 
Madurai is often referred to as a temple city. Situated along the banks of the 
Vaigai river, it has long been a centre of pilgrimage and learning. It was home 
some 2000 years ago to the famous `Sangams` or the gatherings of poets and 
writers which is been the source of the remarkable Tamil literature.  

 

Source: indiantouristdestiny.com (Thirupparankundram Temple) 

Thirupparankundram Temple is a rock cut Temple built by the Pandya rulers in 
the eighth century. It is located 7 kms southwest of Madurai.The sacred site is 
considered to be one of the six sacred abodes of Murugan. 

Anglican Cathedral can be found in the middle of the town in an open space 
south-west of the Great Temple of Meenakshi. It was designed by the Chennai 
architect Robert Fellows Chisolm and consecrated in 1881. It has been 
constructed in the Neo-Gothic architectural style. 

 

Source: populartemplesofindia.blogspot.com (Tirumalai Nayaka Palace) 
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Tirumalai Nayaka Palace lies to the south-cast of the Great Temple of Shree 
Meenakshi. This grand palace was built in 1636 by Tirumalai Nayaka. It has been 
constructed in the Indo-Saracenic architectural style and was originally four times 
as large as it is today. 

Monuments of Udhagamandalam 

Monuments in Udhagamandalam or Ooty abound in colonial edifices. Ooty had 
been popular with the British for its cool climate and the English beautified it with 
their architecture. The first house built in Ooty by John Sullivan in 1823, Stone 
house, is still existent here although in a much altered form. The house is now 
embedded in a building used by the Government Arts College. 

Other houses of note are The Cedars, used by the Resident at Hyderabad, 
Crewe Hall (1830-31), Lushington Hall (1827-8) and Elk Hill House, built by 
George Norton for his own use in 1836. A red brick range with corrugated iron 
roofs contains the Law Courts. It was built in 1873 in eccentric Gothic style and is 
also fitted with a needle top and spire. Though it was originally built as Breek`s 
memorial school, it became the Civil Court in 1899. 

Government House (1880) in Udhagamandalam is approached through the 
Botanical Gardens, which lie at the foot of Dodabetta Hills in a remarkable array 
of fascinating species of flora. The house is in an Italianate style and was built for 
the Duke of Buckingham. To the south is of the lake lies Fernhill Palace which 
was once the Palace of the Maharaja of Mysore.  

To the North of the lake lies Aranmore, once the home of the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur. It is designed in a relaxed Arts and Crafts style, with an underground 
passage providing a direct link with the Maharani`s quarters. 

 

Source: mapability.com (St Thomas' Church, Udhagamandalam) 

MONUMENTS OF TIRUCHIRAPALLY 

Monuments of Trichy are primarily located along the Rock Fort and comprise 
mostly of Hindu temples. The monuments in Tiruchirapally are many in number 
but the chief attraction of the place has always been the Rock Fort. The history of 
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the place has a long tradition of dynastic rule going back almost 2500 years. It 
was governed at different times by the Cholas, Pandyas, the Pallavas, and 
Nayakas and later the British. 

 

Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Rock Fort) 

The most famous monument of Tiruchirapally is Rock Fort. It is located 
dramatically on a rocky outcrop that rises 83m above the flat plains. It is the only 
outcrop in the otherwise flat land of the city, because of this Tiruchirapally is often 
called the rock city. The Rock Fort is basically a historical monument and temple 
complex built on an ancient rock. In fact this rock is one of the oldest in the world, 
almost 3.8 million years old, even older than the Himalaya Mountains. Quartz 
and feldspar constitute the bulk of this rock. To reach the top, a stiff climb of 437 
steps needs to be made. 

The Fort was built by the Nayakas of Madurai who had selected Tiruchirapally as 
their second capital in the 16th and 17th centuries. It has been the site for a 
number of fierce battles and has played a very important role in the Carnatic War 
which was the most decisive event in the handing over of ruling power to the 
British. 

The oldest structure in the fort is a cave temple built during the Pallava dynasty in 
580 AD. The Rani Mangammal Mahal is a mid seventeenth century Palace at the 
base of the rock. The palace was built by Chokkanatha Nayak. 

The Rock Fort temple complex is a collection of three temples- the Manikka 
Vinayakar temple at the foot of the hill, the Uchhi Pillayar Koyil at the top of the 
hill and the Taayumaanavar Koyil (Shivastalam) on the hill. Both the Manikka 
Vinayakar Temple and the Uchhi Pillayar koyil are dedicated to Lord Ganesha. 
The Taayumanavar Koyil is built to a Nayaka saint of the Nayaka era, 
Taayumanavar. An ancient Jain monastery is located at Sittavansal which is a 
distance of 58 kms from Trichy. Many fine fresco paintings can be found in a rock 
cave here. 
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Jambukeswara Temple is situated 2 kms east of Srirangam and 10 kms from 
Tiruchirapally. The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and named after an 
elephant which is believed to have worshipped Lord Shiva here 

The St John`s Church is a 19th century structure located 5 mins away from the 
station. It is the burial place of Bishop Heber who drowned here in a bath in the 
year 1826. 

The Roman Catholic Cathedral, consecrated in 1841, has beautiful frescoes by 
a French priest, Father de Noir-court. The most notable Muslim monument in the 
city is the Mosque of Nathar Shah. The mosque contains the tomb of the saint 
Sultan Saiyad Babayya Nathar Shah. It also contains the remains of Muhammad 
Ali and his chief rival for the Nawabship of the Carnatic, Chanda Sahib. 

Hazrath Nathervali is a 1000 year old Durg situated in the heart of Trichy city. 
The architecture of the Durg is superbly laid out. The dome is made up of shining 
marbles giving the Durg a splendid look. 

FORTS & PALACES IN KANYAKUMARI 

Forts & Palaces in Kanyakumari includes Vattakottai , Uppirika Malika, 
Padmanabhapuram Palace,Udayagiri Fort, etc. There are a number of forts and 
palaces in Kanyakumari . The famous ones are as follows: 

Vattakottai (Circular Fort): Vattakottai is situated at Agasteeswaram Taluk. 
Vattakottai is a fort made of granite. This is located at the distance of six 
kilometers northeast of Kanyakumari cape.  

It may be presumed from the evidence left by the fort itself that it was the military 
base to protect the Kumari port, which was a rich pearl harbour. Since the 
emblem of the Pandya Kings was `Fish` and it can be found in some of the 
places of the fort also.  

Uppirika Malika:The most attractive building in the whole palace is the `Uppirika 
Malika`. This is a three-storied building.  

Padmanabhapuram Palace: Padmanabhapuram Palace Padmanabhapuram is 
an ancient historical town.  

Udayagiri Fort: The fort was rebuilt in the reign of Marthandavarma. He was the 
Venad King during 1741-44. This happened under the supervision of De Lannoy, 
the Belgian General, who served as the Chief of the Travancore army. Different 
factories for the manufacture of guns, mortars and cannon balls were also 
established within the fort under the supervision of the General. Recently a 
village has come up in front of the fort. The people living at this village are mostly 
agriculturists. A few of them are engaged in trade also. Pottery is also used to 
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earn livelihood in some cases. As a whole the place has become a perfect 
tourist`s spot.xx 

Pondicherry 
 
19th Century Light House: The early sea-farers to Pondicherry were guided by 
a beacon kept burning on the Red Hills (Gorimedu), about 5 kms west of the 
town. The now-abandoned light house standing on the edge of the sea near the 
Place Du Gouvernement was lighted for the first time on 1 July, 1836. The light 
was placed upon a masonry tower, 29 m above sea level and was visible upto a 
distance of 29 kms into the sea. In 1931, the fixed light was replaced by a 
revolving lantern. It fell into disuse with the commissioning of the new light house 
in 1979. 

 

Source: team-bhp.com (Lighthouse, Pondicherry) 

French War Memorial: No visit to Pondicherry is complete without a free-
wheeling stroll down the peaceful promenade -Goubert Avenue (`Beach Road`, 
locally speaking) .Where you`ll find this elegant tribute to the uniform. It gets 
prettily illuminated during a solemn ceremony every 14 July, Bastille Day. 

 

Source: imagesnow.blogspot.com (The Statue of Joan of Arc) 
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The Statue of Joan of Arc: A lasting, triumphant image of the heroic French 
damsel Jeanne d` Arc, is frozen in marble, within the garden laid out in front of L` 
Eglise de Notre Dame des Anges. 

Churches: French missionary zeal in the 17th and 18th centuries saw a number 
of imposing churches built here. The Eglise de Sacre Coeur de Jesus, situated 
on the south boulevard, stands out as an oriental specimen of Gothic splendour. 
It contains rare and beautiful stained glass panels depicting events from the life 
of Christ. The Eglise de Notre Dame de la Conception Immaculee, on Cathedral 
Street, was first built in 1692. It took its present shape in 1791. 

The Eglise de Notre Dame des Anges, in Rue Dumas, is notable for its masonry -
which uses the finest of limestone mixed with white of the egg -making for a 
texture identical to that of white marble. It is modelled on the Basilica at Lourdes, 
in southern France. 

The French Cemetery at Karaikal: For a look-see into a veritable who`s who of 
19th century Karaikal, wander through the French cemetery on Rue de Marche 
(Market Street). Administrators, landlords, port officials, women and children lie 
buried under curious headstones with interest-evoking inscriptions. You will also 
find an aged, tiny chapel within the walls. 

 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

Monuments of Andaman and Nicobar have a great historical value and play as a 
major tourist destination from all over the world. All the major monuments of 
Andaman and Nicobar Island stand as historical wonders, revealing Indian 
freedom fighting history. The sighs of history can still be heard, the warmth of 
history can still be felt in each corner of the monuments of Andaman and Nicobar 
Island. Apart from their historical relevance the monument of the colonial era in 
the Andaman and Nicobar Island also embody their rich culture. The monuments 
of Andaman includes Cellular Jail, a Museum, an Art gallery, houses old 
buildings like Ballroom, Chief Commissioner`s House, Govt. House, Bakery, 
Press, Church, Troop Barracks Hospital, and Swimming Pool. Most of the old 
buildings represent the colonial period of British Raj. The monuments of this 
island are dotted throughout its individual places like Port Blair, Ross Island and 
Viper Island. One of the most famous monuments of Lakshadweep is the Cellular 
Jail at Port Blair. Completed in the year 1906, aimed to torture the freedom 
fighters of India this Jail still whispers the days of "Kalapani" and torture. The 
puce-coloured massive building, made up of individual cells still stands mute with 
its colossal central tower and corridors. 

Many freedom fighters were put in chains, imprisoned and hanged to death in 
this Island and till today the different monuments of Lakshadweep stand as the 
historical logos for the sufferings of the freedom fighters. Apart from the historical 
monuments of Andaman and Nicobar Islands there are impressive buildings like 
Ballroom, Bakery, Government House etc, constructed during the British regime. 
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9.5 Check Your Progress 
 
1) Which is oldest cave temple of Kerala? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………… 
 

2) Name any three popular monuments in Kerala? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3) Name any three popular monuments in Tamil nadu? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
4) Name any three popular monuments in Pondicherry? 

        
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………..         

5) Name the two monuments present in Andaman & Nicobar Islands? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6) Edakkal caves are present where & are famous for what? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

7) Name any three monuments of Kerala? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

9.6 Summary 

After going through the unit, you must have surely got your answers with regard 
to heritage tourism of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands. These states have a rich blend of art & architecture. Monuments in the 
South Indian region are mainly of two types: religious and historical. The religious 
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monuments are indicative of the various places of worship built by the ancient 
ruling dynasties, mainly temples. Apart from this with later invasions and the 
advent of the British, other religious constructions also took place in the form of 
churches and mosques. Historical monuments comprise of the palaces and forts. 
Monuments of South India are a must-see for tourists looking to understand and 
appreciate the cultural legacy of India. Untouched by outside influences, the 
South represents a true picture of ancient Indian civilisation as it existed in the 
times of kings and sages. In the coming units, we would further explore the 
various facets of these states such as religion culture & nature. 

9.7 Clues to Answer 

Check your progress  
1. Refer Sec 9.3 
2. Refer Sec 9.3 
3. Refer Sec 9.3 
4. Refer Sec 9.3 
5. Refer Sec 9.3 
6. Refer Sec 9.3 
7. Refer Sec 9.3 
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UNIT-10 SHRINES & SHRINE RESORTS 
STRUCTURE 

10.1 Objectives 
10.2 Introduction 
10.3 Shrines 
10.4 Resorts 
10.5 Check Your Progress 
10.6 Summary 
10.7 Clues to Answer 

 

10.1 Objectives 
After going through the Unit 2 on Shrines & Shrine Resorts with a special 
reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands, 
you would be able to:  

 Understand the popular shrines present in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Know about the Shrine resorts in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Understand the role of religion in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Understand the significance of shrine & shrine resorts in Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
 

10.2 Introduction 
Unit 10 gives detailed information about popular shrines and shrine resorts in 
India with special reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands. These states have got a large number of religious monuments 
associated with different faiths. Kerala, popularly known as "God's Own Country", 
has a number of popular pilgrimages to boast of. An exquisite example of cultural 
prosperity and secular unity, pilgrimages in Kerala do not belong to a particular 
religion but are related to Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, and other religions.  
With thousands of temples occupying the landscape of Tamil Nadu, the state is 
also called the land of temples. The diversity in ethos and religious practices in 
Tamil Nadu has led to setting up of numerous places of worship, belonging to the 
followers of different religions. Since Hindus are more in number, their places of 
worship (temples) dot the entire landscape. On the other hand, the followers of 
many other religions such as the Muslims, Christians, Jews, Jains and Sikhs also 
inhabit Tamil Nadu. A number of Churches, Mosques, Synagogues, and 
Gurdwaras etc represent the sentiments of the abovementioned religions. Of all 
the worship places, temples are the oldest. 
 
Holy Places in Pondicherry is a state of diverse religious communities, and is a 
home to many places of worship that draw tourists from all over the world. 
Pondicherry is a place that has an elite blend of diverse cultures and traditional 
beliefs. One can find a blend of different customs peacefully living in Holy Places 
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in Pondicherry. The superb and charming beauty and the architectural opulence 
of its temples, churches and other religious places have made Pondicherry an all 
time favorite with travelers all over the world. Holy Places in Pondicherry is well 
known for its gorgeous churches and intricate temples and ashrams.The religious 
persona of Andaman and Nicobar islands is very intricate as it is a small India. 
People of various states have been living in this union territory apart from the 
aborigines of this island group. Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Bhahais, Buddhists, 
Muslims, Jains etc. are the main religions of these Islands. People from chief 
religions go to their particular centers every day. Some people go to all the 
religious places and worship irrespective of their religion. Vacationers of every 
religion go to their own religious center whether temple, Church, gurudwara, 
mosque, etc. Religious places in Andaman and Nicobar are mentioned below. 

 

10.3 Shrines 
A large number of popular shrines are present in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. And these shrines represent not 
only the rich charisma of the Indian culture but also attract pilgrims across the 
world. Southern India is dotted with places of religious interest. There are several 
towns that are referred to as the temple towns owing to the grandeur of the 
temples they are home to. Southern India is dotted with places of religious 
interest. There are several towns that are referred to as the temple towns owing 
to the grandeur of the temples they are home to. Rameshwaram is an island- of 
Lord Rama's temple at Tamil Nadu is a terrific destination. Along with being a 
major pilgrimage for the Hindus, Rameshwaram is a happening holiday spot too. 
Rameshwaram is significant for the Hindus as a pilgrimage to Benaras is 
incomplete without a Pilgrimage to Rameshwaram. This is the style that 
developed in the Dravida Desam. The Vimana and the Gopurams are the 
distinctive characteristics of the Southern style. The Vimana is a tall pyramidal 
tower consisting of several progressively smaller storeys. This stands on a 
square base. The Gopuram has two storeys seperated by a horizontal moulding. 
The Prakara or the outer wall, envelops the main shrine as well as the other 
smaller shrines, the tank.The Pallavas, the Cholas, the Pandyas, the Vijayanagar 
rulers, the Nayaks all contributed to the Southern style of temples. 

Kerala 

Golden beaches, misty mountains and lush green forests make Kerala the dream 
destination of tourists. Besides the exotic locales, there are a number of religious 
places in Kerala which are visited by the devotees and tourists throughout the 
year. The religious places in Kerala which consist of churches and temples 
strengthen the kaleidoscopic fabric of India. From temples to churches, Kerala 
reflects the traits of secular India. Tourists often organize religious tours to 
Kerala, to the sacred and revered temples and churches of Kerala. The Religious 
Places in Kerala like the sacred Thirunavaya Temple and Mangala Devi Temple 
are visited by a number of devotees. So from the colorful Thrissur Pooram 
festival to the holy Easter, all of them are celebrated in Kerala with great fervor 
and grandeur. So be it the Boat Races of Kerala or the glittering Christmas tree 
on the 25th of December, Kerala reflects a rich, varied and cosmopolitan 
character which allures tourists from different religions. 
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SOURCE: commons.wikimedia.org (Cave Temple Kollam) 

 
Cave Temple Kollam: One of the most exotic pieces of architectural marvel 
amongst the number of temples present in the state of Kerala is Cave Temple of 
Kollam. The architecture of this impressive temple is amazingly intricate and 
arouses great curiosity. The cave temple is carved out from a gigantic piece of 
rock, lying in the middle of a paddy field, which gives the impression of a sleeping 
elephant just about to wake up, from distance. 
 

 
SOURCE: commons.wikimedia.org (Catholic Church at Malayattoor) 

 
Catholic Church at Malayattoor: Situated about 47 km from Kochi on the 
slopes of Western Ghats, Malayattoor literally means a place where plains, 
mountains, and rivers meet. Malayattoor is popular for the Catholic Church which 
is situated between the natural forests. Legend has it that St. Thomas had to face 
hostile reception when he visited India because of which he took refuge on top of 
a mountain, where the church is present today. It is this hillock where thousands 
of pilgrims gather for the annual festival 'Malayattoor Perunnal', during the 
months March/April. Rich in natural beauty, Malayattoor offers ideal environs for 
those looking for spiritual happiness. In fact, the hill shrine at Malayattoor has 
emerged as the largest pilgrimage for Christians in Kerala and even for people 
across India. The church is an amalgamation of Greco-Roman architecture with 
the altar designed in traditional Greek style and the front portion of the church 
following the traditional Roman Catholic Church architecture. xx 
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Parassinikadavu Sri Muthappan Temple: Most noted for the renowned 
Muthappan Temple, Parassinikadavu is situated in idyllic environs, 20 km away 
from Kannur, in North Kerala. Located on the banks of the banks of Valapattam 
River, Parassinikadavu Muthappan Temple is dedicated to Sree Muthappan, the 
most popular and eminent local deity. Irrespective of religion and caste, 
thousands of devotees throng the place throughout the year. This temple truly 
signifies the essence of "Vasudaiva Kutumbakam" which means "the whole world 
is one family". The Parassinikadavu Muthappan Temple is also a popular 
destination for travelers and pilgrims to savor the charm of Theyyam, a ritualistic 
dance that is performed here on a daily basis. 

 
Niranam Pilgrimage: The Church at Niranam, known as St. Mary's Orthodox 
Syrian Church, is situated 7 km from Thiruvalla and is believed to be among one 
of the seven-and-a-half churches originally established by St. Thomas in 52 AD 
in Kerala. St. Thomas was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus who traveled 
across the globe to spread the message of Jesus Christ. Since the saint had 
great respect for the Holy Virgin, he named all the churches after St. Mary. At 
Niranam Church, St. Thomas baptized a number of people and ordained them 
with social stature of a priest so that they could administer the ongoing of the 
church. The church displays a marked influence of ancient temple architecture 
and is a renowned place of worship and a pilgrimage site for the Christian 
community. Interestingly, a temple stood tall by the church as a symbol of 
religious harmony, but it was plundered and destroyed during a war.xx 
 
Ochira Pilgrimage:A striking feature of the Ochira Temple is that unlike the 
conventional temples which have definitive structural layout and mode of 
worship, this temple does not have a proper organization or even for that case, 
an idol for devotees to worship. The entire concept of worship in this temple 
revolves around the Parabrahmam or the universal consciousness. This unique 
temple at Ochira attracts thousands of devotee’s every day, irrespective of 
religious faith and beliefs. The Ochira Temple is known for its unique offering in 
the form of bulls. The annual festivals of Ochirakali celebrated in mid June and 
the twelve-day Panthrandu Vilakku in November/December mark the major 
attractions in Ochira.xx 
 
St. Francis Church: Considered as the first European church built in India, St. 
Francis Church is situated at Fort Kochi, Ernakulam district, Kerala. Interestingly, 
Vasco da Gama, the first European to discover the sea route and enter India, 
was buried here at the St. Francis Church, but later his remains were transported 
back to Portugal, though one can still visit his tombstone which is still intact in 
the church complex. St. Francis Church was formerly dedicated to Santo 
Antonio, the patron Saint of Portugal. Situated 2 km west of Mattancherry in Fort 
Cochin, St. Francis Church is a living historical monument and one of the prime 
tourist spots of Fort Kochi. 

 
Thodikkulam Temple Kannur: Thodikkulam Siva Temple is located about 2 km 
from Kannavam near Thalasserry in the Kannur district, surrounded by the 
distant greens of North Kerala. The Siva Temple at Kannur is popular because of 
its beautifully painted walls with mural paintings depicting different themes and 
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scenes from Indian mythology and epics. These mural paintings have been 
attracting a large number of connoisseurs of art from all over the world. At the 
temple, there are over 150 mural paintings, spread across an area of 700 sq ft. 
drawn on the four walls of the sanctum sanctorum. The Thodikkulam Siva 
Temple, believed to have been constructed 2000 years ago, has its sanctum 
sanctorum constructed in two-storeys and is rectangular in shape.xx 

Tamil nadu 

Tamil Nadu is a plethora of culture and tradition woven together which attracts 
tourists from the entire world. It is known as the ‘temple state of India’, and all 
across this magnificent state one will find a plethora of remarkable monuments, 
temples containing intricate carvings and humbling gateways. It is characterized 
by a history which dates back to over a thousand years and a very rich culture. 
 
Nataraja Temple, Chidambaram: Chidambaram is also known as Thillai, since 
the place was originally a forest of the thillai, botanically known as excecaria 
agallecha shrubs. It is an important pilgrim centre and a holy place for Saivites as 
the famous Nataraja Temple is located here. Spread over an area of 40 acres 
with a gopuram on each side, the temple is distinguished by five sabhas or 
courts. The idol of Nataraja is installed in the kanakasabha, the roof of which is 
covered with gold Plates. The icon is a stunning piece of sculpture that evokes a 
sense of continuous movement.xx 
 

 
Source: anuradhagoyal.blogspot.com (Nataraja Temple, Chidambaram) 

 
Theerthamalai: Theerthamalai is a popular pilgrim centre and it is 16 k.m. from 
Harur in Dharmapuri district. This pilgrim and picnic centre becoming very 
popular with the public. The temple situated about one k.m up the steep slope of 
a hillock derives that its name from the five springs in the temple. Lord 
Theerthagireeswar (Lord Shiva) is the worshipping deity. According to the legend 
it was here that Lord Rama worshipped Lord Shiva to absolve himself of the sin 
of having killed several demons in the war against Ravana. Hence there is belief 
that a holy dip in the waters of this spring will wipe out the sins committed by the 
people. 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  247 
 

                                                                                                                                
Padalesearar Temple : Cuddalore It lies with in the city limits of the Cuddalore. 
Arulmiku Padaleswarar and Arunthava Nayaki are the presiding deities this Siva 
Temple here, sung by Appar, Thirugnana Sambanthar, Arunagirinathar and other 
Shaivite philosophers. 
 
Devanatha Swami Temple :Thiruvanthipuram It stands on the edge of the 
Gadilam River in Cuddalore. The great philospher Sri Ramanuja, the disciple of 
Lord Vishnu lived in this place. This temple dedicated to Devanayakaswami is 
well known. 
 
Kayarohanaswami Temple, Nagapattinam: The Kayarohanaswami Temple is 
a Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Siva situated in the town of Nagapattinam in 
Tamil Nadu, India. The presiding deity is known as Kayarohana and his consort 
is Nilayathakshi.The temple has been in existence from the 6th century AD and 
has been praised by the Nayanmars Appar, Sambandar and Sundarar. The 
temple has been constructed by the Lakolisa cult which originated in Gujarat and 
their only other temple in Tamil Nadu is at Kanchipuram. The idol of Thyagaraja 
in the temple is made of lapis lazuli.xx 
 
Thirukuttralanatha Swamy Temple, Courtalam: The temple is dedicated to 
Lord Thirukuttralanathar (Shiva). This temple contains many inscriptions about 
Chola and Pandya Kings. Less than a furlong from here is a small temple called 
Chitra Sabha (Hall of Pictures) dedicated to Lord Nataraja and decorated with 
paintings of rural deities and devotees,puranic stories and religious events. The 
sabha is one of the five Sabhas where Lord Nataraja performed the cosmic 
dance.xx 
 

 
Source: doshanivarthi.blogspot.com (Murugan temple at Tirupporur) 

Murugan temple at Tirupporur: The Murugan temple at Tirupporur is one of the 
major temples dedicated to Lord Muruga in Tamilnadu. The Murugan temple is 
situated at a distance of about 45 Km from Chennai. It is an ancient temple, 
which was built during the reign of the Pallava rulers. The Murugan temple is 
associated with many legends. According to one legend, Lord Vishnu and his 
consort Lakshmi were subjected to the curse of saint Kanva. Lord Shiva came to 
Tirupporur and relieved them from this curse. 
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Swamimalai temple, Swamimalai: The Swamimalai temple is one of the six 
shrines dedicated to Lord Subramanya. And is 5 Km from Kumbakonam. The 
Swaminathan temple is associated with the legend of Skanda having re-initiated 
his father Shiva, with the concept of the oneness of creation of Omkaram. The 
temple is built on an artificial hill, approached by a flight of steps. The presiding 
deity at the Swamimalai temple is worshipped as Swaminathan. The Swamimalai 
temple has three 'gopuram' with three 'praharam'. The 'gopuram' on the southern 
side is decorated with statues and has five storeys while the other two entrances 
have no gateways above them. 
 
Sri Brihadeswara Temple, Thanjavur 
 This is also called the Big temple and it is dedicated to Lord Shiva. The great 
Chola king Raja Raja I (985-1012 A.D) built this temple. It is an outstanding 
example of the Chola architecture. Its unique architectural excellence has made 
the UNESCO to declare it a World Heritage Monument. The 64.8mts.Tall 
vimanam or the tower over the sanctum sanctorumis a testimony to the 
engineering skill of the Cholas.In keeping the immensity of the temple the 
gigantic mahalingam in the shrine measures 4 mtrs. in height. The monolithic 
Nandi,or the bull mount of Lord Shiva has been chiselled out of single rock. It is 
the second largest nandi in India. The beautiful Chola Fresco paintings on the 
inner walls of the temple are no way less than Ajanta paintings. 

 
Source: familypedia.wikia.com (Sri Brihadeswara Temple, Thanjavur) 

 
Arunachaleshwara Temple, Thiruvannamalai: This gigantic temple is located 
at the foot of the sacred ArunachaleshwaraTempleAnnamalai or Arunachala Hill 
Nine lofty towers of the Arunachaleshwara Temple, the numerous stucco figures 
and the neatly and intricately carved stone sculptures stand as admirable 
testimony to the Dravidian Architecture and skills of the master craftsmen of the 
yesteryears. The temple is located on a sprawling 25 acre land, encompassing 
several shrines, mandapams, corridors and other such enclosures each adorned 
with massive pillars with sculptures minutely and aesthetically carved. A huge 
hall here has a thousand pillars, each elegantly carved, neatly and orderly 
installed be aring testimony to the planning skills of the engineers of those times. 
Numerous inscriptions dating back as early as to the 10th century and as a late 
as 16th century are found on the walls of this temple, recording the liberal 
contributions of kings and rich to this temple. 
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Rock Fort, Tiruchirapally: Tiruchi's most famed landmark is an 83m high rock 
which is the only out crop in the otherwise flat land of the City. The most amazing 
fact about the rock is that it is one of the oldest in the world - approximately 3,800 
million years, which makes it as old as the rocks of green land and older than the 
Himalayas. The sheen aboutness of its rise in an attention grabber in itself, of 
which very little remains, but the temple at the summit of 344 steps news out of 
rock leading to the top where there are inscription dating back to the 3rd century 
B.C.xx 
 

 
Source: chennaipackersmovers.com (Rock Fort, Tiruchirapally) 

Pondicherry  

Vedhapureeswarar Temple: This temple also known as the Eashwaran koil, is 
located on M.G.Road and is dedicated to Lord Shiva. It has colourful ‘gopuram’, 
adorned by the statues of gods and goddesses, like most temples in South India. 

 

Source: allabtpdy.blogspot.com (Vedhapureeswarar Temple, Pondicherry) 
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Kanniga Parameswari Temple: This temple, dedicated to the godess Shakti is 
unique as it seems to be strongly influenced by the French architectural style. 
Located on M.G.Road, it has an unusual blend of both Tamil and French 
architecture. With its arched walls, ionic columns, stained glass windows and 
even some angel decorations, it is reminiscent of a French building. However, 
the inner ceiling supported by the more traditional granite pillars and the sanctum 
sanctoram, which has a typical Tamil design, highlights the more traditional Tamil 
features. 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

Most of the people in Andaman and Nicobar Islands believe in the religion of 
Animism. This is the major religion in Andaman & Nicobar Islands followed by the 
tribal section of the people. The tribal people of these islands believe that Paluga 
is only deity responsible for everything happening on Earth. As per the legends, 
Paluga resided at the Saddle Peak, which is the highest mountain peak of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. They try to avoid any action that might displease 
Paluga. People belonging to this religion believe in the presence of souls, ghosts 
and spirits. Interestingly, people of this religion put a lot of emphasis on dreams. 
They let dreams decide different courses of action in their lives. The other 
religions followed in Andaman and Nicobar Islands are Hinduism, Islam, 
Christianity, Budhism, Sikhism and Jainism. Temples of Hindus in these twin 
islands are Sri Karpaga Vinayakar Temple- This temple is located at Goalghar, 
Port Blair. It has great esteem.; Lord Shiva Temple-It is located at South Point, 
Port Blair; Lord Rama temple- It is situated at Kumrakathi in Port Blair; Sri Padam 
Primval Temple- You can go to this temple at Police Line in Port Blair; Lord 
Eswar and Lord Sitaram Temple- To visit this temple you have to go to Dairy 
Farm, Port Blair; Lord Alaikadal Iyyanar Temple- If you want to pay homage at 
this temple, you have to visit South Point in Port Blair. Other temples include 
Lord Iyyappan Temple, Lord Marriamman Temple, Sri Dhandayuthapani Temple 
in Port Blair and Sri Murugan Temples in North Andaman; one temple in Diglipur 
and another at Mayabunder. Religious places for Christians are Roman Catholic 
Church at Phoniex Bay, Port Blair;     Methodist Church- You can worship at this 
church located at Goal Ghar, Port Blair; Seventh Day Adventist Church- You can 
go to this church by reaching Mission Dairy Farm in Port Blair and     Marthoma 
Church- If you belong to this designation, you can go to Phoniex Bay in Port Blair 
to pray at this church. Other churches include Orthodox Syrian, Church of North 
India, and Ceylon Pentecost. Religious Places of Muslims include Jama Masjid, 
Police Masjid, Junglighat Masjid and Masjid Delanipur Basti in Port Blair. Places 
of other religious worship on these islands include Bahais Temple, Buddhist 
Temple and M.E.S Gurudwara in Port Blair. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
are illustrated by two characteristic indigenous cultures. One is the Negrito 
populace and other is the Autochthones. People born locally in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands belong to three religious groups mainly. First is Hindus, second 
is Muslims, and the third is Christian. Some of the imperative festivals celebrated 
in Andaman and Nicobar by the people are Christmas, Good Friday, Shivratri, 
Ram Navami, Janmashtami, Eid etc. All the three religious groups take part in 
each other's festivals. 
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10.4 Shrine Resorts 
A number of shrine resorts & Shrine places are present in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands, where people come in large 
number to fulfill their religious needs. These shrine resorts are different from 
shrines only in terms of  number of tourists or devotees, large infrastructure 
present in these places, the faith associated with these places & the large 
congregations & mega religious events which are associated with these places. 

Kerala 

Kerala, popularly known as "God's Own Country", has a number of popular 
pilgrimages to boast of. An exquisite example of cultural prosperity and secular 
unity, pilgrimages in Kerala do not belong to a particular religion but are related 
to Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, and other religions. The capital city of 
Thiruvananthapuram is also known as the "city of temples" as it alone houses 
hundreds of sacred temples. The state is the birth place of Ayurvedic massages 
and is popular for its therapeutic treatments which imbibe meditation and yoga. 
Kerala provides a pure and tranquil atmosphere where one can chant prayers, 
invoke the deities, and participate in temple festivals. Visit the state anytime 
round the year and you will find one fair/festival or the other being celebrated, 
with all of them having one thing in common - the elephants which have a special 
place in the hearts of the people of Kerala. 
 
Sabarimala Temple: Sabarimala is one of the most famous and highly visited 
pilgrimage centers in India, particularly in South India. Being the most prominent 
and one of the oldest Sastha temples in Kerala, Sabarimala is located on the 
mountain ranges of the Western Ghats and is accessible only by foot from 
Pamba, at about 4 km. The Sabarimala Temple is dedicated to the Hindu God 
Ayyappan who meditated at this place after killing the powerful demon, Mahishi. 

 
Source: en.vyganews.com (Sabarimala Temple) 

 
Parthasarathi Temple: Situated at the bank of Pampa River, Parthasarathi 
Temple draws large crowds of devotees. Lord Krishna at Aranmula is worshipped 
in the form of Parthasarathi which is an image of Lord Krishna from the epic book 
"Mahabharata" where he is referred as the divine charioteer. The Parthasarathi 
Temple is significant because of the sacred jewels of Ayyappan, the temple god 
of Sabarimalai which are taken out on a procession. 
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Kaviyoor Temples 
Kaviyoor is a small village situated on the western bank of River Manimala in 
Thiruvalla Taluk in Pathanamthitta district. Previously known as Kapiyoor, this 
minuscule parish is famous for its treasure of magnificent ancient temples.  
 

 
SOURCE: commons.wikimedia.org (Kaviyoor Temples) 

 
Kaviyoor Thrikkakkudi Cave Temple: Also known as Rock Cut Cave Temple, 
this ancient shrine is carved on a huge rock, with carved rooms and sculptures 
marking the main attractions. The engravings, resembling the Pallava style of 
architecture, are considered to be the earliest specimens of stone sculptures in 
Kerala. The temple houses the idols of Ganapathy, Maharshi, and 
Dwarapalakas, which are believed to have been constructed during the Pallava 
dynasty between 608 and 850 AD. 
 
Kaviyoor Mahadevar Temple: With a distinctive style of architecture, the 
Kaviyoor Mahadevar Temple is regarded as one of the oldest Mahadeva temples 
of Kerala. Standing tall on a small hillock, the gable style of architecture brings 
the temple into limelight.  
 
Njaliyil Bhagavathy Temple: Dedicated to Bhagavathy, or Bhadrakali, the 
temple of Njaliyil Bhagavathy is sited at a kilometer from the main Shiva temple 
in the Njalikandam province of Kaviyoor. The temple is popularly known for the 
'Ashwathy' festival, occurring in the month of Makaram, or January. Young 
women carrying lamps/wicks and grain in decorated trays for pleasing the deity 
makes a colorful and striking panorama. Besides, there are other events equally 
eye-catching and captivating, such as Noottiyonnu Kalam, Pongala, 
Annadaanam, and Padayani. 
 
Kodungallur 
Situated 35 kilometers south of Thrissur District, Kodungallur town was once an 
important port and capital of the Chera Kings during 7th century AD. Encircled by 
the pristine Arabian Sea and awe-inspiring Periyar River, Kodungallur is engulfed 
with natural beauties, historical monuments, and religious attractions. The town is 
believed to be the place where St. Thomas first preached Christianity in India. 
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Cheraman Juma Masjid: Similar to a Hindu temple in architecture, this mosque 
is almost similar to any random monument built in the traditional Kerala style. 
Built in 629 AD, it is the first mosque in India and the second oldest mosque in 
the world to perform Jumu'ah prayers, after Medina in Saudi Arabia. Recent 
changes have been made in the monument's structure, like concrete minarets, to 
give the monument a portrayal of a typical mosque. The interiors remain wooden, 
though with a Keralite oil lamp right in the center. A lamp is of great significance 
to people of all religions. 
 
Bhagawati Temple: Bhagawati Temple at Kodungallur is popular all across 
Kerala. The Bharani and Thalappoli festivals add to the popularity of this temple. 
It is during these festivities that one can witness the largest congregation of 
oracles, not seen anywhere else in Kerala.  
 
St. Thomas Church: Jesus Christ's apostle, St. Thomas is believed to have 
landed in Kodungallur (earlier Muziris) in 52 AD. The St. Thomas Church, which 
is assumed to be established by him, houses ancient relics. St. Thomas is 
portrayed in the gospels as a courageous and brave personality. He had 
preached the gospel from Ethiopia to China. At Kodungallur, St. Thomas 
established the first Christian church in India and is the architect behind many 
other churches in Kerala.xx 
 
Velankanni: Velankanni is one of the most taken pilgrimages in India. Situated 
amidst shores of Bay of Bengal, Velankanni is a picturesque town. The city is 
famous for the shrine Basilica that is dedicated to 'Lady of health'. The shrine 
draws pilgrims from all faiths and from all over the world. It has not came as a 
surprise that the Pope has declared Velankanni, a holy city. This Roman Catholic 
Church has an extended Basilica, which has two floors where one can find the 
statue of Jesus Christ. The Gothic style of architecture is a unique feature of the 
Church. The environment around the shrine is spick and span, radiating rays of 
hope and piety. There is also a shrine of 'lady of sorrow' where in the sorrowing 
Mother is depicted carrying infant Jesus in her hand. 
 

 
SOURCE: templezone.blogspot.com (Roman Catholic Church, Velankanni) 
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Tamil nadu 

Chennai 
This metropolis is often called the cultural capital of India for its deep-rooted 
traditions and long heritage. This place is surely a shrine resort for people of all 
faiths. A number of ancient temples, mosques, churches are located in & around 
Chennai. 
 

 
Source: www.skyscrapercity.com (Santhome Cathedral Basilica, Chennai) 

Santhome Cathedral Basilica at the southern end of the Marina gets its name 
from St.Thomas, the apostle of Jesus who is believed to have come to India 
sometime during 52 A.D. 
 
Kapaleeswarar Temple:  In Mylapore, there is an 8th Century Pallava Temple. 
The temple ‘Gopuram’ or tower is made in the characteristic Dravidian style of 
architecture. Dedicated of Lord Shiva, this temple has some beautiful sculptures, 
among which the bronze idols of 63 Saivaite Saints or the Nayanmars. 
 
Sri Parthsarathy Temple, Chennai: Sri Parthsarathy Temple, devoted to Lord 
Krishna, was originally built by the Pallavas in the 8th century and renovated in 
the 16th century by the Vijayanagars. It houses the five 'avatars' of Lord Vishnu, 
and has a small temple shrine dedicated to Vishnu's consort, Vedavalli Ammai. 
It's one of the oldest surviving temple in Chennai. 
 
St. Thomas Mount: A top the 76 metre high hill is believed to be the place where 
St. Thomas was martyred. An old church, built by the Portuguese around 1514 is 
located here. There are a number of temples situated in the city and suburbs of 
Chennai that are worth a visit for its architecture splendour and sculptural marvel. 
The most popular temples are the Devi Karumariamman Temple; at 
Thiruverkadu; Kamatchi Amman Temple at Mangadu; Marundheeswarar Temple, 
Thiruvanmiyur; Sri Jaganath Temple, Kanathur; and the Jain Temple, in Vepery. 
 
Kanyakumari 
The rich history and the cultural heritage of Kanyakumari is one of mixed culture 
and profound heritage. The city of Kanyakumari have been around for thousands 
of years as it has been the city of culture, history, arts, economy and the hub of 
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civilization for centuries. In Kanyakumari, you can find instances of many 
religions like Islam, Christianity, or Hinduism easily. Its mixed heritage of the city 
has called out for many people for pilgrimage that has been going on for 
centuries. According to Hindu legend, Kanya Devi, an avatar of Parvati, was to 
marry Siva, but as he failed to show up on his wedding day, the rice and other 
grains meant for the wedding feast remained uncooked and remain unused 
thereafter. As the legend goes, the uncooked grains turned into stones as time 
went by. Some believe that the small stones on the shore today, which look like 
rice, are indeed grains from the wedding that was never solemnized. Kanya Devi 
is now considered a virgin goddess who blesses pilgrims and tourists who flock 
the town. 

 
Source: india-holidays-tours.blogspot.com (Kumariamman Temple, 

Kanyakumari) 
Kumariamman Temple: The legend of this temple is as romantic as the place 
itself. Dedicated to the virgin goddess Kanyakumari, Parvati who stands guard 
over the country, the temple is built at the spot where the goddess is believed to 
have waited for her consort Lord Shiva to come and claim her hand in marriage. 
Vivekananda Memorial was built on the Vivekananda Rock where the 
charismatic and philosopher Swami Vivekananda meditated and transformed 
himself. The unique, structure was built in 1970 and is a blend of various 
architectural styles of India. 
Gandhi Memorial: The Gandhi Mandapam has been constructed at the spot 
where theashes of Mahatma Gandhi were kept in an urn for public view before a 
portion of it was immersed into the confluence of the three seas, in 1948. Every 
year on Gandhiji's birthday 2nd October, the sun's rays fall at the exact spot 
where the urn was displayed before immersion. Guganathaswamy Temple -This 
is a 1000-year-old temple said to have been built by Raja Raja Chola. The 
architectural style of the Cholas is quite evident in this temple.xx 
 
Madurai: Madurai is known as Athens of the East, Madurai is a place of great 
historical and cultural importance. It is the oldest city in Tamil Nadu and Madurai 
lies on the banks of the River Vaigai. Madurai is one of the liveliest cities in South 
India it was originally known as Kadambavanam or the "forest of Kadamba" or 
the Nauclea Kadamba. 
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Sri Meenakshi-Sundareswarar: Temple -Synonymous with Madurai is the 

Meenakshi Sundareswarar twin-temple. It is the pivot around which the city has 
evolved. The Meenakshi Temple complex is literally a city on its own. It is one of 
the largest of its kind in India and undoubtedly one of the oldest too. The temple 
grew bigger with the contributions of each dynasty and victorious monarchs, into 
an enormous complex extending over an area of 65000 sq. metres. The temple 

was first built 2000 years ago and was substantially expanded during the 

 
Source: pilgrimsofharsha.blogspot.com (Sri Meenakshi-Sundareswarar 

Temple) 
reign of Thirumalai Nayak between the years (1623-55 AD). A striking feature of 
the temple is the astonishing structure known as Ayiramkaal mandapam or the 
Hall of a thousand pillars in the outermost corridor. 
 
Koodal Azhagar temple -This ancient and acclaimed Vaishnavite temple is 
noted for its remarkable architectural and sculptural magnificence. 
 
Thiruvathavur - This Shiva temple is located 25 kms from Madurai and 5 kms 
from Othakkadi.xx 
 

 
Source: sridharan-s.blogspot.com (Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu) 
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Mamallapuram: Mamallapuram, the city of Mamalla, is after the title of great 
Pallava ruler Narasimhavarman-I (AD 630-68). It was a sea-port during the time 
of Periplus (1st century AD) and Ptolemy (AD 140) and many Indian colonists 
sailed to South-East Asia through this port town. While there is some evidence of 
architectural activity going back to the period of Mahendravarman-I (AD 600-30), 
the father of Mamalla, most of the monuments like rock-cut rathas, sculptured 
scenes on open rocks like Arjuna's penance, the caves of Govardhanadhari and 
Mahishasuramardini, the Jala-Sayana Perumal temple (the sleeping Mahavishnu 
or Chakrin at the rear part of the Shore temple complex) are attributed to the 
period of Narasimhavarman-I Mamalla.  
 
Of the nine monolithic temples found in Mahabalipuram, the most important are 
Five Rathas known after the famous five Pandava brothers of the Mahabharata 
fame. These monuments are carved out a single rock with choice of all known 
forms of plan and elevations. While the Dharmaraja, Arjuna and Draupadi rathas 
are square on plan, the Bhima and Ganesa rathas are rectangular and Sahadeva 
ratha apsidal.xx 
 
Kanchipuram: Kanchipuram (75 kms from Chennai) is one of the seven holy 
cities in the country, and a visit is believed to bestow salvation. Kanchipuram 
once had over a thousand temples. There now remain about 126 temples in 
Kanchi and a few more in its outskirts. The city was the capital of the early 
Cholas and it was the Pallava capital between the 6th and 8th centuries. Today, 
there are more than a hundred extant, and all are worth a visit. Kanchipuram also 
has some notable churches and mosques. Some of the popular temples of 
Kanchipuram are Sri Ekambareswara Temple, Sri Kailasanathar Temple, Sri 
Vardaraja Perumal Temple, Sri Kamakshiamman Temple, Sri Ulagalandar 
Temple,     Sri Vaikunda Perumal Temple, Sri kacchapaeswarar Temple, Sri 
Vijayaraghava Perumal Temple, Jain Temples at Tirupparuthikkundram, Sri 
Subramaniya Swami Temple. 
 

 
Source: www.divinebrahmanda.com (Sri Ekambareswara Temple, 

Kanchipuram) 
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Rameshwaram: Rameshwaram (Chennai to Rameshwaram 572 km) is a small 
island in the Gulf of Mannar, is a major pilgrim centre. It is connected to the 
mainland by road and railway bridges. Rameshwaram is a holy place because 
Sri Rama, on his return from Sri Lanka, offered his thanks to Lord Shiva and 
performed pooja to wash away his sin in killing the Demon King, Ravana.  
Rameswaram is known for its 22 theerthas or wells in and around the main 
temple. This place is equally sacred to both Vaishnavites and Shaivites. 
According to Hindu Mythology, if one visits Rameshwaram and prays to Lord 
Shiva one will be relieved of one’s sins. 
 
The Ramanathaswamy Temple dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva is located at 
the centre of the town and is closely associated with Rama. The temple along 
with the town is considered a holy pilgrimage site for both Shaivites and 
Vaishnavites. The Ramanathaswamy temple is renowned for its magnificent 
corridors and massive sculptured pillars. The third corridor of Ramanathaswamy 
temple is the longest one in the world. It is believed that a pilgrimage that starts 
at Kashi or Varanasi in the north of India is complete only after worship of Lord 
Ramanathaswamy at Rameshwaram.  

 
 

Source: india-travel-forum.blogspot.com (Ramanathaswamy Temple, Rameshwaram) 
 

Pondicherry  

Sri Gokilambal Thirukameshwara Temple: This is located in a small town 
called ‘Villianur’, 11 kms. from puducherry. The main shrine housing the 
‘Shivlinga’ and the shrines dedicated to the Devi and Murugan date back to the 
12th century Chola period. This temple has a little bit of French heritage attached 
to it, though not in its architecture, but in some of its traditions. The annual 
Temple Car Festival which is held in the months of May and June, involves the 
pulling of a 15 metre tall chariot through the streets by a large crowd of devotees.   
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Manakula Vinayagar Koil: This temple is more than 300 years old and is 
dedicated to Ganesha. It has a golden spire and walls portraying forty different 
forms of Ganesha. The temple also has a smaller shrine dedicated to Lord 
Murugan, who is Ganesha’s younger brother. Over 5000 devotees flock to this 
site everyday. The temple compound also plays host to ‘Lakshmi’, the temple 
elephant, who uses her trunk to dispense blessings and to collect coins from the 
devotees. 

Varadaraja Perumal Temple: Located on M.G.Road, this is believed to be the 
oldest temple in town, dating back to 600 AD. The temple built in the typical 
Dravidian style, complete with brightly coloured ‘gopuram’ and sculpted pillars, is 
probably the oldest standing structure in puducherry. This temple is dedicated to 
Vishnu. Legend has it, that the temple was originally built for the idols of Rama, 
Sita, Lakshman and Hanuman, which were brought to the present site by 
fishermen, from the sea. The main deity here is Venkatachalapathy (Vishnu). 
Right behind that is a separate shrine for Narashima (who is also an avatar of 
Vishnu). 

Churches in Pondicherry: Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus- Located on 
Subbayah Salai, this white and brown neo-gothic church is one of Pondy’s finest 
Catholic churches. It was built by French missionaries in the 1700’s in a 
contrasting Neo-Gothic manner. Church of the Capuchins- Located on rue 
Dumas, this is one of the first churches to be built in puducherry & built in 1761.  
Notre Dame de’-  Located on Mission Street, this cathedral, which bears a strong 
resemblance to a church in France, was built in 1791 in the place of a former 
church.  The Notre Dame des Anges - The Church of our Lady of the Angels on 
rue Romain Rolland was built in 1852 in the Greek Roman architectural style.  

 

Source: Commons.wikimedia.org (Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Pondicherry) 
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MEERAN MOSQUE:  Meeran mosque is the oldest mosque in Puducherry.it was 
built before 350 years. it has the old gothic Islam architecture in it. it was built by 
Arcod Navab. It has four lofty pillars below its dome, with Meerhath near it and 
Meember next to it. It also has the Kalima Slab above the Meerhath, with clean 
blankets spread all over the hall. 

Sri Aurobindo Ashram : The Sri Aurobindo Ashram located on rue de la 
Marine, is one of the most well known and wealthiest ashrams in India, with 
devotees from India and all over the world flocking to it for spiritual salvation. Its 
spiritual tenets represent a synthesis of yoga and modern science.The Ashram 
was set up in 1926 by Sri Aurobindo Ghose, one of India’s greatest philosopher-
poets, who originally came to Pondy to escape persecution by the British. It was 
after arriving in puducherry, that he was drawn into the spiritual realm and 
discovered the power of yoga. His philosophy deeply rooted in yoga and his 
writings inspired a number of followers. 

 

Source: auronivas.org (Sri Aurobindo Asharam, Pondicherry) 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

Andaman and Nicobar islands are popularly known as the Emerald Isles. 
Sparsely-populated beaches that give way to an ocean brimming with interesting 
marine life and coral gardens are just one of the reasons to visit the beautiful 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Ghandi Park, Sippighat Farm and the century-old 
Cellular Jail (now a pilgrimage destination) provide glimpses into the past and 
present of these peaceful islands with a mysterious and multicultural past. 
 
 

10.5 Check Your Progress 
 

1)     Which place is popularly known as "God's Own Country",? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2)      Which place is popularly known as “land of temples "? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
3)       Name any three famous shrines of kerala? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4)       Name any three famous shrines of  Tamil Nadu? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
5)  Name any three famous religious places of  Pondicherry? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
6) Sri Brihadeswara Temple is present where? 
     
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
7) Name any three shrine resorts of kerala? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
8) Name any three shrine resorts of kerala? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
9) Name any three shrine resorts of Tamil nadu? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

10.6 Summary 

After going through this unit, you must have understood why the states of Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands are known for the 
religious tourism. Also, these states are viewed as culturally and spiritually strong 
home. One of the main attractions of the south Indian states is the presence of 
some ancient Temples well known for its festivals and its architectural form. 
These Temples are from different era with unique architectural styles and 
different mode of celebrations. Kerala, popularly known as "God's Own Country", 
has a number of popular pilgrimages to boast of. With thousands of temples 
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occupying the landscape of Tamil Nadu, the state is also called the land of 
temples. The diversity in ethos and religious practices in Tamil Nadu has led to 
setting up of numerous places of worship, belonging to the followers of different 
religions. Holy Places in Pondicherry is well known for its gorgeous churches and 
intricate temples and ashrams. The religious persona of Andaman and Nicobar 
islands is very intricate as it is a small India. People of various states have been 
living in this union territory apart from the aborigines of this island group. 
In the coming units, we would further enhance our knowledge by learning about 
these states in terms of culture and natural beauty. 

10.7 Clues to Answer 

Check your progress 
8. Refer Sec 10.2 
9. Refer Sec 10.2 
10. Refer Sec 10.3 
11. Refer Sec 10.3 
12. Refer Sec 10.3 
13. Refer Sec 10.3 
14. Refer Sec 10.4 
15. Refer Sec 10.4 
16. Refer Sec 10.4 

 
REFERENCES 
http://www.bharatonline.com/tamilnadu/pilgrimage.html 

http://www.indiatourisminfo.net/pondicherry/holy-places-in-pondicherry/ 

http://www.indiatravelnext.com/sightseeing-in-andaman/religious-places-in-andaman-and-

nicobar.html 

http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/malayatoor.html 

http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/muthappan-temple.html 

http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/niranam.html 

http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/ochira.html 

http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/st-francis-kochi.html 

http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/thodikkulam.html 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Chidambaram.aspx?catid=010104P01 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kayarohanaswami_Temple,_Nagapattinam 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/courtallam.html 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/ 

http://www.journeymart.com/de/india/andaman-and-nicobar-

islands/religion.aspxhttp://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/kodungalloor.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanyakumari 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Kanniyakumari101.aspx?catid=010107P05 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Madurai2.aspx?catid=010102P05http://asi.n

ic.in/asi_monu_whs_mahabalipuram.asp 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Kanchipuram.aspx?catid=010106P01 

http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/tamilnadu/districts/kanchipuram.htm 

http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Rameshwaram10.aspx?catid=010109P03 

 
 
 

http://www.bharatonline.com/tamilnadu/pilgrimage.html
http://www.indiatourisminfo.net/pondicherry/holy-places-in-pondicherry/
http://www.indiatravelnext.com/sightseeing-in-andaman/religious-places-in-andaman-and-nicobar.html
http://www.indiatravelnext.com/sightseeing-in-andaman/religious-places-in-andaman-and-nicobar.html
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/malayatoor.html
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/muthappan-temple.html
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/niranam.html
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/ochira.html
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/st-francis-kochi.html
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/thodikkulam.html
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Chidambaram.aspx?catid=010104P01
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kayarohanaswami_Temple,_Nagapattinam
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/courtallam.html
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/
http://www.journeymart.com/de/india/andaman-and-nicobar-islands/religion.aspx
http://www.journeymart.com/de/india/andaman-and-nicobar-islands/religion.aspx
http://kerala.thecolorsofindia.com/pilgrim-centers/kodungalloor.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanyakumari
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Kanniyakumari101.aspx?catid=010107P05
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Madurai2.aspx?catid=010102P05
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Madurai2.aspx?catid=010102P05
http://asi.nic.in/asi_monu_whs_mahabalipuram.asp
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Kanchipuram.aspx?catid=010106P01
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/tamilnadu/districts/kanchipuram.htm
http://www.tamilnadutourism.org/places/CitiesTowns/Rameshwaram10.aspx?catid=010109P03


TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  263 
 

                                                                                                                                

UNIT 11: FOLK TRADITIONS, ART, CRAFT 
AND FAIRS & FESTIVALS 

STRUCTURE 
11.1 Objectives 
11.2 Introduction 
11.3 Kerala 
11.4 Tamil Nadu 
11.5 Pondicherry 
11.6 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
11.7 Check Your Progress 
11.8 Summary 
11.9 Clues to Answer 

 

11.1Objective 

After going through the Unit 11 on Folk traditions, art, craft and fairs & festivals 
with a special reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands you would be able to:  

 Develop an understanding of the culture & traditions present in Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Know about the art & craft in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Know about the famous fairs & festivals in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Understand the significance of culture in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry 
and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
 

11.2 Introduction 

Unit 11 gives a clear picture of the rich cultural legacy of the states of Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. It clearly generates 
an impression in the minds of the students that what are the main potential areas 
of these states which attract the tourists with regard to culture. What are the 
strengths of these states? Which communities & tribe dwell at these places? 
What are the dance forms of these states? Which places is epitome of the 
culture? Which areas attract tourists for cultural events & festivals? All these 
answers will be given in this chapter. Culture of Kerala is diverse and a subtle 
blend of different ethnic and religious groups. Kerala was ruled by many foreign 
rulers in the past and this also has an impact on the rich culture of the state. The 
culture of Kerala sprouted as a combination of Aryan and Dravidian influences. 
Tamil Nadu is at the heart of the Dravidian culture and tradition. The culture of 
Tamil Nadu had been developed and evolved over 2000 years, and it is still 
flourishing. The three great dynasties of Pandya, Pallavas and Cholas who ruled 
Tamil Nadu in the ancient India, played their major roles in developing this 
vibrant cultural tradition. Pondicherry has a rich French cultural heritage, having 
been the capital of the French colonies in India since the 17th century. 
Pondicherry, Karaikal, Yanam and Mahe were transferred to the Indian Union in 
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1954. Andaman and Nicobar culture show a mix of the indigenous cultures of the 
Negroid and the Mongoloid settlers of the island, as well as a more mainstream 
culture brought down by the descendants of the early settlers in the island from 
the Indian mainland. The migrants also contributed to the culture of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. The greatest feature of Andaman and Nicobar culture is the 
peaceful coexistence of these two strains of cultural lives. All these states 
possess a vivacious & phenomenal culture, which not only attract tourist but also 
creates a curiosity in the minds of both foreign & domestic tourists. 
 

11.3 Kerala 

Kerala has a great culture that has been contributed by the people and different 
races.  

Culture & Traditions  

The cultural heritage of Kerala can be seen from the different art forms and 
customs of Kerala. The landlords of earlier times encouraged these arts and 
culture together with holding the moral values of it. A significance of art of Kerala 
is the special visual effects and good music. Kerala can boast of its performing 
arts proudly. There is no other state in India which can match up with the 
creativity of arts of Kerala. The people of Kerala lead a simple life and are 
culturally inclined and traditional and celebrate the festivals well. The traditional 
costumes of Keralites are Mundu and Neriyathu.  
 

 
Source: beautyballs.wordpress.com (Traditional dress of Kerala- Mundu & Neriyathu) 

The culture of Kerala is a part of both Indian and Dravidian culture. Even then 
there is some part that has its own flavor. The culture of Kerala was expanded 
with the influence of neighboring areas as well. The main religion in Kerala is 
Hinduism even though there are people following Christianity and Islam. The 
language, dress, organizations and culture of Kerala are distinct. It is interesting 
to note that there is a similarity in the language and customs of Kerala to that of 
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the Mediterranean civilization, Egyptian civilization and the Indus valley 
civilization. It is believed that the Dravidas has inhabited the western part of India 
by making Madurai as their capital. In the songs called as Vadakkan Pattu it is 
mentioned that the Ezhavas had arrived to Kerala from Ezham which is the 
present day Sri Lanka. The region which is now called as Kerala was developed 
at a very late stage and the culture also was developed slowly. 

Fairs & Festivals 

Life is a celebration in Kerala “God’s own Country”. Kerala with its beautiful 
landscapes has more than enough reason to celebrate. And the varied culture of 
the state has given expression to a colorful mosaic of festivals and fairs. A close 
look at the Kerala calendar will reveal that this is a land where the festivals never 
end, adding to the magnificence of the festivals of Kerala are fleets of 
caparisoned elephants, mounted by men holding white plumes swaying in the air 
the - most breathtaking of Kerala’s visual wonders. There is no dearth of festivals 
in the state, the excitement speaks during the season of Onam, exemplified in 
the legendary boat races and the week - long festivities, understandably, all 
these celebrations take place with a lot of fanfare. 
Nehru Trophy Boat Race: One of the greatest events on the backwaters of 
Kerala and is held on the second Saturday of august every year. Magnificent 
snake boats compete for the prized trophy which was instituted by Jawaharlal 
Nehru, the first prime minister of India. 

 
Source: blog.nikhil.co.in (Nehru Trophy Boat Race) 

 
Attachamayam: The festival of Attachamayam is held on the Atham day of the 
Malayalam month of Chingam (August/ September), at the historical town of 
Tripunithura, near Kochi. It is a celebration of a legendary victory of the Raja of 
Kochi. This spectacular procession marks the beginning of the Onam Festival. 
 
Onam: Onam is the annual harvest festival of Kerala. Celebrations are on for ten 
days, beginning with the atham day of the Malayalam  month chingam. 
Aranmula Boat Race: The Aranmula Boat Race is staged each year in the scenic 
village of Aranmula in August/ September in the season of Onam. This river 
carnival (Pemba river) is part of the Aranmula Temple festival.  
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Thrissur Pooram: This festival held at Thekinkadu Maidan at Thrissur in the 
month of May.  
 
Other Festivals of Kerala include Easter, Cochin carnival, Oachira temple 
festival,  Jagannatha Festival, Malabar Mahotsava, Sabarimala Festival, 
Vettukadu Perunal.  

Music and Dance 

Keralites are deeply rooted to their cultural heritage. Probably, this is the reason 
why even the wave of modernism has not been able to sweep away the rich 
heritage of customs and traditions. Music and dance also form an integral part of 
the life of Keralite since a long time now. Kerala is home to a number of dance 
and art forms. Several dance forms which originated in Kerala are today popular 
worldwide especially the Kathakali dance form. A list of some of the most popular 
dance forms in Kerala is: 

 
Source: yatramantra.com (Kathakali Dance of Kerala) 

Kathakali Dance of Kerala- Originated over 500 years ago, Kathakali is a 
spectacular classical dance form of Kerala. It is a combination of drama, dance, 
music and ritual. Theyyam Kerala Dance Form-Theyyam otherwise known as 
Kaliyattam or Thirayattam is one of the most outstanding folk arts of Kerala 
performed to glorify the goddess Kaali. Thullal-. This art form emerged in the 
eighteenth century. Koodiyattam Dance Form- Koodiyattam is the earliest 
classical Sanskrit dramatic art form of Kerala. Duffmuttu or Aravanmuttu - is a 
dance form particular to the Muslim community of Kerala. The origin of Duffmutt 
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can be traced back to the Arabs. It is still accompanied by Arabic music. Oppana 
Dance - Oppana is a dance form specific to the Muslim community of Kerala. 
Oppana is usually a bridal group dance performed the day before the wedding 
day. Kaikottikali or Thiruvathirakali - Kaikottikali, also known as 
Thiruvathirakali, is a very popular group dance of Kerala. Margamkali of Kerala- 
Margamkali is a very ancient and the most popular artistic performance prevalent 
among the Syrian Christians of Kerala performed especially during the time of 
marriage. Thitambu Nritham - North Kerala has many rich art traditions, of 
which "Thitambu Nritham" is one. Carnatic Music- it is believed that all music 
forms of India have their source in the vedas, in Kerala itself, Carnatic music was 
made popular by the efforts of the musician king of the erstwhile Travancore 
state, Swathi Thirunal. Carnatic music is based on well composed musical pieces 
called Kritis that follow a definite pattern to present ragas in all its emotional and 
textual ramifications. The music is beautifully backed up by instruments like the 
tambura, the mridangam, the ghatam, the Ganjira, the violin and the morsing. 

Cuisine 

The cuisine of Kerala is characterized by the use of coconut, either chopped or 
grated and used as garnishing, coconut milk or paste is used to thicken gravies 
and coconut oil is used for cooking. Though one can't imagine Kerala food 
without chilies, curry leaf, mustard seed, tamarind and asafetida. 

 
Source: cookeryindexer.blogspot.com (Kichadi/Pachadi of Kerala) 

Seafood is very popular in Kerala and consumed with every meal. Various fish 
including sardines, mackerel, tuna, rays and shark are eaten, as are crabs, 
mussels and oysters. "Karimeen" or fried fish is a popular dish as is fish curry 
called "Fish Moilee." Various locally available vegetables such as tapioca, 
cassava and yam form part of the cuisine of Kerala. Seasonal fruit such as 
papaya, jackfruit, mangoes and lime are eaten at different times of year. 
Bananas and coconut are available year round and are a staple of the Kerala 
diet. The refreshing juice of the tender coconut is a delightful drink, which you 
can enjoy on Kerala Tours with Kerala Backwater. On a visit to Kerala one would 
find a variety of famous vegetarian and non-vegetarian dishes such as Vellarikka 
Kichadi, chicken curry, fish curry, North Malabar Prawn Curry,  Paal Payasam, 
Avial, Dry Prawns with Cabbage, Kerala Parantha  etc. 
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Arts and Crafts 

When you are on a visit to any of the temples in Kerala, what might strike you the 
most is the elegancy of artistic design work of the Temple idols, beautifully 
crafted lamps, huge bells, multi storied lamps etc on the temple compound. We 
usually never get a chance to know who makes these magnificent metal crafts. 
But we all know that making these crafts is an ancient art and tradition of Kerala. 
Craftsmen from Viswakarma community located in Payyanur, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Angadipram, Irinjalakkuda and Kozhikode makes these 
crafts. Payyanur is home to many craftsmen in Kerala and the idols made by 
these craftsmen can be seen in many temples in Kerala, Karnataka and 
Tamilnadu. Traditional craftsmen from a small village Padoli in Payyanur is well 
known for their artistic works and craft making skills.  Some of their popular 
works are Dashavatharam Lamp, Ramayanam Lamp, Lakshmi Lamp, Saraswati 
Lamp, Krishna Lamp, Multi-layered Lamp (Deepasthampam), Hanging Lamp 
(Thookkuvelakku) and other decorative designs in Bell Metal. 
 
Scope of Ethnic Tourism: The people of Kerala are the Malayalis, and they are 
of Dravidian stock. They speak Malayalam and are distinguished from the rest of 
India in that most of them are literate. Kerala`s principal religions are Hinduism 
(56.2 percent), Islam (24.70 percent), and Christianity (19.00 percent). Remnants 
of a once substantial Cochin Jewish population also practice Judaism. The 
mountainous regions of Kerala are inhibited by the tribal communities.  

 
Source: (Paliyan Tribe, Kerala) 

They are reckoned as the descendants of the Negrito race. A majority of these 
tribes of Kerala build their settlements in the dense forest grounds and also on 
the top of the mountains. The major tribes of Kerala are namely Urali tribe, 
Paliyan tribe, Kapu tribe, Kanikkar tribe, Kadar tribe etc. Festivals, dance and 
music are the integral part of the life style of these tribes. Fairs and festivals are a 
part and parcel of the tradition and culture of these Keralite tribes. 
Kerala has great scope for ethnic tourism. 
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11.4 Tamil Nadu 
Tamil Nadu is at the heart of the Dravidian culture and tradition. The culture of 
Tamil Nadu had been developed and evolved over 2000 years, and it is still 
flourishing. The three great dynasties of Pandya, Pallavas and Cholas who ruled 
Tamil Nadu in the ancient India, played their major roles in developing this 
vibrant cultural tradition. During their reign, Tamil Nadu witnessed great strides in 
art, literature and architecture. 

Culture & Traditions  

Tamil is one of the oldest and richest languages of India, whose literature dates 
back to the Sangam Age, a golden period which lasted from 100BC to 300AD. It 
is one of the few Indian languages, whose initial development was independent 
of Sanskrit, though in the later centuries, Sanskrit influence in terms of grammar, 
vocabulary and literary styles were evident. Today Tamil, with its rich literature 
dating from 'Tholkappiyam' and 'Thirukkural' is a language of the majority of the 
people of Tamil Nadu, and an expression of their culture. 
 
The main religion of Tamil Nadu is Hinduism but there are Tamil people with 
Christianity, Islam and even Jainism and Buddhism as their religion. In Hinduism 
there are many sects and caste system, and in Tamil Nadu, this caste system is 
not that blurred. Even now there are many differences in the culture between one 
sect and the other in Tamil Nadu. 

Fairs & Festivals 

All the fairs and carnivals in the state are observed with pomp and glory.  
 
Natyanjali Dance Festival- This festival takes place at Chidambaram ( 75 km 
from Pondicherry). The carnival begins from the day of Mahashivaratri and goes 
on for five days.  
 
Pongal - The Pongal is also known as the Harvest Festival. It is observed to offer 
homage to the Nature, Sun and Cattle for supporting people with a thriving 
harvest and affluence.  
 
Tourist Fair Chennai - This fair in Chennai makes you familiar with the cultural 
resources, tourist attractions, and economic situation of Tamil Nadu. It is usually 
held in January.  
 
Chithirai Festival Madurai - The renowned Madurai temple is the home to this 
event. This colorful event begins from the start of the Tamil month of Chithirai 
and concludes on the 10th day of the month.  
 
Dance Festival Mamallapuram - This event starts on December 25th of each 
year and is celebrated on all Saturdays. Outdoor stages have been constructed 
approximately 1,300 years back. This occasion is a true visual feast for the 
dance lovers. Dances performed include Bharatha Natyam, Kathakali, Kuchipudi, 
and Odissi. 
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Source: picasaweb.google.com (Dance Festival Mamallapuram) 

 
Mahamagam - This event is a sacred occasion that draws one to Kumbakonam 
once in every 12 years. Kumbakonam is known as the city of temples. 
Aurbathimoovar - The expression "Aurbathimoovar" factually denotes the 63 
saints of Shiva, worshipped for living admirable lives of dedication and 
atonement. Bronze statues of the 63 saints adorn the spectacular Kapaleeswarar 
temple at Mylapore, Chennai 
 
Summer Festivals - These carnivals take place in the various picturesque hill 
stations of the state. Adventure sports, cultural events, flower shows, and boat 
races increase the vigor of the event. 
 
Saral Vizha (Kuttalm or Courtallm) - The Sarai Vizha is just a customary way of 
bathing. Definitely, a bath at the beautiful Courtallam waterfalls is no everyday 
affair. The healing waters of the boisterous fall are renowned for their therapeutic 
characteristics. 
 
Kanthuri Festival - Kanthuri is an absolutely secular event where religious 
devotees assemble at the Saint Quadirwali's Shrine. It is assumed to benefit 
followers of all religions. 
Kavadi Festival - This event is celebrated to pay respect to Lord Muruga. It is 
observed in all the temples of Lord Muruga. 
 
Velankanni - This carnival takes place for nine days. It begins on August 29 and 
ends on September 8. It is observed to signify the birth anniversary of Mother 
Mary. 
 
Navratri - Navratri is celebrated in this state in a slightly different manner. Dolls, 
also known as Golu, are made and put on display. 
 
Karthigai Deepam - It is also named as the "Festival of Lights" and it is one of 
the most colorful carnivals in the state. Karthigai Deepam is a very old event in 
Southern India which takes place on a full moon day. Small lamps are lit by 
people, embodying the Agni Linga. 
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Thyagaraja Music Festival - This Carnatic music carnival is held at Thiruvariyar. 
It takes place every year. The fiesta started to pay tribute to Saint Thyagaraja 
and is a treat for music lovers. 

Music and Dance 

Tamil nadu is deeply rooted in a great tradition of folk arts and crafts, which 
display the traditions and skills that have come down from generations. The folk 
music and dances of Tamil Nadu represent the ethos, aesthetic values and 
melody of the region. Traditionally, folk dances and music are conducted during 
festivals and community functions.  
 
Bharat Natyam - Originated from the pure dances of devotion that dates back to 
the tenth century, Bharat Natyam is one of the highly appreciated dance forms of 
Tamil Nadu. A rhythmic collage of Bhava, Raga and Tala. 
 
Karagaattam - Karagaattam is a popular folk dance of Tamil Nadu, which 
involves balancing a pot on the head with musical accompaniment. Villagers 
perform this dance in praise of the rain goddess Mari Amman and river goddess, 
Gangai Amman.  
 
Poikkal Kudirai Aattam (Dummy Horse Dance) - Poikkal Kudirai Aattam is a 
Dummy Horse dance in which the dancer puts on the dummy figure of a horse on 
his/her hips. The dancer has to don wooden legs so that the legs look like the 
hooves of the horse.  
 
Bommalaattam or Puppetry - Bommalaattam or Puppetry dance shows are 
held in rural areas of Tamil Nadu during festivals and fairs. Skilled puppeteers 
manipulate the puppets through strings or wires.  
 
Therukoothu - Therukoothu is usually conducted during village festivals in the 
months of Panguni and Aadi. The performances are based on stories from 
Puranas, Ramayana, Mahabharata and the local folklore. 
 
Silambaattam - It is a martial art form, practiced from the days of the Tamil 
Kings.  
 
Snake Dance - The snake dance is yet another popular dance of Tamil Nadu. It 
arises mainly from the popularity of the snake as a protecting divinity that 
safeguards the health and happiness of the rural folk.  
 

Cuisine 

 
The delectable palate of Tamil Nadu Food has a great demand among the 
connoisseurs of cuisines. Topping the list of lip smacking dishes is the Chettinad 
recipe of Tamil Nadu that offers a spicy variety of non-vegetarian plates. 
Chicken, mutton and fish are the prime ingredients of this dish. Without the 
mention of sambar, dosa, rasam and idli, the culinary index of Tamil Nadu is 
quite incomplete. Apart from the regular rice meals, the special thalis of 
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vegetarian dishes of Tamil Nadu are also quite popular among the tourists. The 
thalis generally comprise upma, curd rice, and a sweet dish. Pongal, being 
synonymous with the famous festival of the region is one of the favorite desserts 
of Tamil Nadu. Among the special drinks of the place, the filter coffee of Tamil 
Nadu is one of the widely tasted exclusive drinks. 
 

Arts and Crafts 

There is ample mention of the exquisite arts and crafts of Tamil Nadu in the 
chronicles of Pliny, Kautilya and other scholars who marvel at the states fine silk, 
soft muslin, ornate ivory work and precious stones like diamonds, rubies, pearls 
and tortoise shell. Tamil Nadu, resting at the pinnacle of ancient culture was the 
erstwhile kingdom of the Pallava, Pandya and Vijayanagar rulers and has ample 
relics that testify the architectural grandeur and the cultural efflorescence of the 
period. 

Various arts & Crafts of Tamil Nadu 
 
Paintings - The Tanjore paintings are a hallmark of India’s rich cultural legacy. 
Painted in vibrant shades embellished in colorful semi-precious stones, pearls, 
glass pieces and gold, they form some of the world’s masterpieces done on 
surfaces of wood, mica or ivory. The paintings also adorn the ornate pillars, 
elaborately decorated canopies and garlands of ropes and chandeliers. 
 
Stone Carving - Tamil Nadu, the center of South India’s cultural extravaganza 
had exhibited a distinctive brilliance in its stone carvings during the 
commencement days of ancient Indian history. Contemporary granite carving is 
confined mainly around Mamallapuram and Chingleput, with the leading 
sculptors hailing from the local Vishwakarma or Kammaalar communities. 
 
Woodcraft - Woodcraft is a burgeoning revenue generating industry in Tamil 
Nadu.  
 
Jewellery - The state has reached the zenith of cultural excellence and is noted 
for its traditional stone-encrusted jewelry that consists of earrings, nose drops, 
neckpieces, waist belts as well as anklets and bracelets. 
 
Making musical instruments - The art and culture of Tamil Nadu flourished 
under the benefaction of the ancient monarchs who were lovers of art and 
patronized the ancient craftsmen. Today it is a thriving revenue-generating 
industry and a source of livelihood of many. 
 
Scope of Ethnic Tourism: Tamil Nadu People, with their strong base of 
Ethnicity and Religion, showcases one of the most versatile yet united human 
communities which have vowed to bring in an era outstanding success. With 
peaceful existence of Jains, Christians, Hindus and Islamist groups, the region 
moves towards further development. Owing their origin to the ancient Dravidian 
community, the People of Tamil Nadu today boasts of a flourishing socio-
economic scenario. Tribes of Tamil Nadu are concentrated mainly in the district 
of Nilgiris. Of all the distinct tribes, the Kotas, the Todas, the Irulas, the kurumbas 
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and the Badagas form the larger groups, who mainly had a pastoral existence. 
Other tribes include, Kattunayakan and Paniyan amongst others. Enriched and 
enhanced by the valuable contributions of various Ethnic groups and Religious 
sects, the Tamil Nadu promises a vibrant blend of primeval elegance and 
contemporary splendour. 

 
Source: black-swan.in (Kotas Tribe of Tamil Nadu) 

 

11.5 Pondicherry 
Pondicherry has been derived from the Tamil word Puducheri signifying 'the new 
settlement'. It was a French settlement that comprised Pondy, Yanam, Karaikal, 
and Mahe. Amazing is the fact that different districts of Pondicherry fall under 
different states. The capital Pondicherry is situated in the state of Tamil Nadu at 
a distance of around 200 km from Chennai. While Karaikal is also a part of Tamil 
Nadu, Mahe is located in Kerala, and Yanam is in Andhra Pradesh. There is a 
strong influence of French culture on Pondicherry town, especially on it's 
architecture, a result of the centuries-old relations this place maintained with 
France. Today, Pondicherry is more famous because of its relation with Sri 
Aurobindo. Sri Aurobindo selected this peaceful and harmonious place to make 
his abode in the second decade of 20th century and remained there until his 
death 

Culture & Traditions  

Culture can be defined as “The arts and other manifestations of human 
intellectual achievement regarded collectively” where as Traditional 
culture consists of the beliefs and practices held or observed by specific human 
groups that have been passed down from their ancestors through their grand-
parents, parents and the society around them. Within religion it is holding or 
observing certain festivals. Within a community it is behaving or acting in a way 
that has been regularly done in the past specifically in that particular part of the 
world. Pondicherry is a mixed bag of several cultures. The spirit of Pondicherry is 
derived from its past history. Pondicherry had been a part of several empires. 
From being a Roman trade centre to being a part of the Chola and Vijayanagar 
empires and the finally being a French colony, Pondicherry has evolved 
tremendously. The Present day Pondicherry is known for its spiritual existence 
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courtesy the Aurbindo Ashram and Auroville. The town of Pondicherry has 
people following the religions of Christianity, Hinduism and Islam. The worship 
places of all these religions are found in abundance. The town is marked with 
festivities which includes religious festivals of each Faith. They are carried out 
with a lot of devotion and harmony. Fairs and festivals pertaining to other aspects 
like cultural and gourmet have become a tradition of the inhabitants here. These 
Fairs and festivals are an integral part of the culture of Pondicherry. Pondicherry 
is home to a lot of industries. The factory at Aurbindo Ashram produces such 
items like incense sticks, handmade paper, candles, mats, greeting cards and 
the likes. There are industries involved in the manufacture of woolen garments, 
bags, hammocks and the likes. The French influence in the place has given a 
deep sense of Fashion to Pondicherry. This is reflected in the boutiques for 
interior decoration, bags, garments and the likes. Art is also a part of Pondicherry 
culture. Great importance is given to Indian as well as western art forms. There 
are constant cultural extravaganzas happening around the year. 

Fairs & Festivals 

Beside celebrating all the common Indian festivals Pondicherry is famous for its 
unique celebrations. Indo-French war pageantry is presented on the eve of 
Bastille Day, a French commemoration. International Yoga Festival is held at 
Aurobindo Ashram in the month of January every year. Other important festivals 
of Pondicherry are Sani Peyarchi Festival, which is organized once in every three 
years, and Panguni Uthiram in the month of March-April every year.  

Music and Dance 

 Music and dances of Pondicherry are mainly extension of southern styles of 
classical music. Major dance forms are Bharatnatyam and Kuchipudi while 
Carnatic style of music is the prevalent musical tradition. The zest for festivals 
here is much the same as elsewhere in the country. Mascarade or the Mask 
Festival is held in March-April when costumed merry-makers parade the streets - 
the French version of holi in North India. On Masimagam, the full moon day of 
Magam in February-March, idols from various neighbourhood temples are taken 
out for immersion in the sea. The seafront is lined with thousands of people keen 
to watch the spectacle. 

Cuisine 

Pondicherry cuisine is also a reflection of a perfect blend of different cultures and 
customs. Assad and Podanlangkai are indeed dishes that one  should try. Crab 
Malabar is a mouth-watering preparation of crab in corn kernels and poppy 
seeds, and it is a preparation that is really delicious.   

Arts and Crafts 

Like most other southern states of India, ethnicity of the majority of people in 
Pondicherry is Dravidian. They speak Dravidian languages like Tamil, Telugu, 
and Malayalam. Amongst other crafts, it is beautifully crafted dolls and toys made 
from terracotta, papier-mache, and Plaster of Paris that make the union territory 
of Pondicherry almost a byword in the south. The dolls made in Pondicherry are 
famous in surrounding areas as Puducheri Bommai (dolls from Pondicherry). 
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Another famous craft of this area is bronze casting that dates back to the 8th 
century AD. Puja lamps made from five metals and known as kamatchi villakku 
are prized items of prayer with a large number of families in South  India. Then 
there is handloom cloth in traditional designs, hand-woven carpets, hand-woven 
woolen pile carpets, hand printed textiles (both Kalamkari and batik), cane 
furniture, handmade paper, and hand rolled incense sticks from the Sri 
Aurobindo Society. Music and dances of Pondicherry are mainly extension of 
southern styles of classical music. Major dance forms are Bharatnatyam and 
Kuchipudi while Carnatic style of music is the prevalent musical tradition.Despite 
its French character, Pondicherry is quintessentially Indian.The zest for festivals 
here is much the same as elsewhere in the country. Mascarade or the Mask 
Festival is held in March-April when costumed merry-makers parade the streets - 
the French version of holi in North India. On Masimagam, the full moon day of 
Magam in February-March, idols from various neighbourhood temples are taken 
out for immersion in the sea. The seafront is lined with thousands of people keen 
to watch the spectacle. 

Scope of Ethnic Tourism 

Ethnic tourism is employed by many countries to facilitate economic and cultural 
development and to assist in heritage preservation. Although a substantial 
literature is devoted to the impacts of ethnic tourism, lot of affords are being 
made by different researchers to grasp Ethnic tourism as major area of concern. 
Ethnic tourism provide scope for different stakeholder groups (government, 
tourism entrepreneurs, ethnic minorities, and tourists). Ethnic tourism should not 
be eliminated but if it is well understood, planned for, and managed it can really 
contribute a towards destination development & promotion. 
 

11.6 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a group of islands at the juncture of 
the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea, and are a Union Territory of India. The 
territory is 150 km (93 mi) north of Aceh in Indonesia and separated 
from Thailand and Burma by the Andaman Sea. It comprises two island groups, 
the Andaman Islands and the Nicobar Islands, separated by the 10° N parallel, 
with the Andaman’s to the north of this latitude, and the Nicobars to the south. 
The Andaman Sea lies to the east and the Bay of Bengal to the west. The 
territory's capital is the Andamanese town of Port Blair. The total land area of the 
territory is approximately 8,073 km2 (3,117 sq mi). The capital of Nicobar Islands 
is Car Nicobar also known as Malacca. 

Culture & Traditions 

The rich culture of Andaman and Nicobar islands is exceptional. Its native 
population upholds the richness, ethnicity and customs of the islands that fetches 
the attraction of many visitors. Basically, the native populations of Andaman and 
Nicobar islands are characterized by two distinct populations, namely: The 
'Negrito' in the Andaman and 'Autochthones' i.e., 'Mongoloid Nicobarese' and 
'Shompen'. These diverse cultures have preserved their unique identity for years 
that attract a lot of visitors.  
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The unique style, dignity and honor that they hold in the midst of the nearby 
areas are the best things that make the place a desirable one. These local 
people brought down by the descendants of the settlers of the initial period came 
from the Indian mainland region. A large number of migrants also add to the 
culture and tradition of the region. The best part about these two groups is that 
the culture and the lives of the locals in both the regions coexist peacefully. 
 

Tribal Culture of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Andaman and Nicobar islanders are usually distinguished into two groups. Those 
that comprise the Andaman population are the Negroids of the Paleolithic age 
who migrated from Africa a few thousands of years ago. The ethnic group 
includes Andamanese, Onge, Jarawa and Sentinalese of Mongoloid origin 
wherein, the inhabitants of Nicobar comprise of the 'Nicobarese' and the 
'Shompen' inhabitants. These tribes have maintained their uniqueness amid 
relative isolation and therefore have succeeded in maintaining the culture of the 
Islands. 

Fairs & Festivals 

one can enjoy the local festivals, art and the rich civilized folklore, whenever you 
visit the islands. You can find all the usual festivals in Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands that are celebrated in other regions of India. For example: Christmas, 
Diwali, Good Friday Holi, Id, Janmastami, Ramanavami, Shivratri, etc. The Island 
Tourism Festival that is usually held for a period of 15 days during the months of 
December and January, in Port Blair is an amusing activity to be a part of. It 
exhibits things like the 'Andaman dog show', water sports like 'Nicobari Hodi race' 
and parasailing. Moreover, various cultural bands and popular artists take part in 
this festival. 

Music and Dance 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are part of India. Folk traditions of the area 
include that of the Moken sea-farers and various kinds of ritual tribal dance. 
Andaman and Nicobar is home to many indigenous tribes and tribes that settled 
here from other parts of the world. Thus Andaman and Nicobar has an 
amalgamation of different cultures. And dances of these tribes represent the 
distinctness in cultures.  Nicobari dance is one the most important and oldest 
traditional dances of Andaman & Nicobar. It is practiced by the Nicobari tribe, 

http://www.indiatravelnext.com/information-on-andaman-and-nicobar/tribes-of-andaman-and-nicobar.html
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who live in the Car Nicobar Island. One can witness the Nicobari dance during 
the Ossuary Feast, which is more commonly known as the Pig Festival. his 
dance is a way of showing one's respect to the departed head of the family. It is 
generally performed during the full moon, under the swinging palm trees. The 
dancers wearing coconut leaves, sway to the rhythm of traditional songs sung by 
the leader. One can witness many other dance forms in Andaman and Nicobar 
while visiting these tribes. Some folk dances can also be seen during the Island 
Tourism festival that puts on display, the full range of cultural activities. 

Music of Andaman and Nicobar 

It is in Andaman group of islands that the music is more prominent and important. 
The Andamanese are highly fond of their own music, but do not care or pay 
attention to other styles; thus preserving the originality of their music. Even 
among the different tribes of Andaman, the rhythm and styles differ drastically. 
As for musical capabilities, Onge tribe seems to be the most complex and 
developed of all. They sing generally to accompany a dance. Both male and 
female participate in singing. Not much may be known about the music and 
dances of tribes of Andaman and Nicobar. But whatever is visible to tourists is 
truly something special and seems straight out of a pre historic novel. 
 
Cuisine: Most of the population in Nicobar still resides deep in the jungles 
belonging to different tribes and following their olden day customs. These tribes 
are still dependent on the food they gather from these forests. Most of the time 
they are in search of food. There diet ranges from anything to everything. Their 
food contains of wild pig, honey, turtles, fishes, different roots and tubers. In the 
recent past, one of the oldest tribes, The Great Andamanese, have seen a 
change in their eating habits. This can be attributed to their close contact with the 
tourists and outsiders. Tea, rice and flour have become regular ingredients in 
their diet. They are believed to be expert cooks and continuously experiment with 
their dishes. A tourist probably will have something new to eat and relish. 
However, even tourist are not quite comfortable with experimenting with food; 
there are lot of tried and tested dishes like fish and turtles with an added flavor of 
Andaman and Nicobar cooking, that will let the tourists to have great culinary 
moments. 
 
Arts and Crafts: one can find beautiful shells, interesting wood crafts and cane 
and bamboo works in Andaman & Nicobar Islands which are their main crafts.  
Besides this, basketry and mat making traditional crafts of the region also attract 
a number of tourists. 
 
Scope of Ethnic Tourism: It is believed that due to constant living in the far-
flung forests of the islands, the local people haven't adopted to use of cloths. The 
Jarwas use shell adornments, bark like arm bands, necklaces and waist bands. 
The Shompens cover their below waist parts and the people of Sentinelese tribe 
do not wear clothes till date. Tourists from all over the world come to Andaman to 
experience the local culture which is still quite rustic and closely connected to the 
land. Very rare locations in the world have been able to preserve the tribal culture 
in this fast paced and modern world. 
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11.7 Check Your Progress 
 

1. What is the traditional dress of Keralite? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

2. Name any three famous festivals of Kerala? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. Name any three dance forms of Kerala? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Name any three popular cuisines of Kerala? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. Which festival is known as “Festival of lights “in Tamil Nadu? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6. Name any three famous festivals of Tamil Nadu? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

7. Name any three dance forms of Tamil Nadu? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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8. Name any three popular cuisines of Tamil Nadu? 

……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

9. Aurbindo Ashram is located where? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

10. Name two famous dishes of Pondicherry? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

11. Give the name of five tribes which reside in Andaman & Nicobar? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

12. What is the scope of Ethnic tourism in Andaman & Nicobar? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

11.8 Summary 
The above unit 11 gives a clear picture of the rich cultural legacy of the states of 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Culture of 
Kerala is diverse and a subtle blend of different ethnic and religious groups. 
Kerala was ruled by many foreign rulers in the past and this also has an impact 
on the rich culture of the state. Tamil Nadu is at the heart of the Dravidian culture 
and tradition. The culture of Tamil Nadu had been developed and evolved over 
2000 years, and it is still flourishing. The three great dynasties of Pandya, 
Pallavas and Cholas who ruled Tamil Nadu in the ancient India, played their 
major roles in developing this vibrant cultural tradition. Pondicherry has a rich 
French cultural heritage, having been the capital of the French colonies in India 
since the 17th century. The most distinguishing aspect of Andaman and Nicobar 
culture are the culture of the indigenous people of the islands such as 
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Shompens, Onge, Great Andamanese, Jarawa, and Sentinelese. All these states 
present a diverse & an individual view of the states with regard to culture, 
traditions, folklores, dances etc. In the coming units, we would learn about the 
natural fabric of the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands in terms of beaches, waterfalls, mountains & other natural 
bounties. 
 

11.9 Clues to Answer 
 

1. refer 11.3 
2. refer 11.3 
3. refer 11.3 
4. refer 11.3 
5. refer 11.4 
6. refer 11.4 
7. refer 11.4 
8. refer 11.4 
9. refer 11.5 
10. refer 11.5 
11. refer 11.6 
12. refer 11.6 
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UNIT12: FAMOUS BEACHES & 
BACKWATERS; NATURAL PARK AND OTHER 
NATURAL MANIFESTATIONS’ OF TOURISTIC 

SIGNIFICANCE 

STRUCTURE 
12.1 Objectives 
12.2 Introduction 
12.3 Beaches & Backwaters 
12.4 Natural Manifestations of Touristic Significance 
12.5 Check Your Progress 
12.6 Summary 
12.7 Clues to Answer 

 

12.1 Objectives 
After going through the Unit 12 on Beaches & Other Natural Manifestations’ of 
Touristic Significance with a special reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands, you would be able to:  

 Know about the popular beaches in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Know about the natural attractions in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry 
and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

 Understand the role of Natural attractions in attracting tourists.  

 Understand the various forms of nature tourism at these places. 

 Understand the tourism in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands. 

 

12.2 Introduction 
 
Unit 12 gives detailed information about Beaches & Other Natural Manifestations’ 
of Touristic Significance in India with special reference to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. These states have got immense 
potential with regard to nature & nature tourism. And provide a number of 
opportunities for tourists. Most of India's finest beaches are in Kerala. Virtually its 
entire 900 km length coastline is lined with sandy beaches, rocky promontories 
and coconut palms. Each year, a great number of visitors arrive here is search of 
tranquil, palm-fringed beaches. Tamil Nadu is full of surprises!  The intrepid 
tourist, who has heard and read about Tamil Nadu, expects to see Lots of 
Temples.  Several Monuments perhaps.  Then the surprises begin, 1000 km sun 
kissed beaches, magnificent historical monuments, eternal rhythm of the gurgling 
waterfalls, wondrous wildlife & bird sanctuaries, emerald green natural habitats, 
artefacts, paintings, dance forms , the colour and pageantry of festive days with 
good network of road, rail and air linking all the destinations in the country. Often 
described as a sleepy French provincial town, Pondicherry retains a distinct 
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Gallic flavour. French is still spoken among the older residents, while stately 
colonial mansions stand in tree-lined streets that are still known by their colonial 
names. Even the policemen continue to wear the military-style caps, known as 
kepis. Today, Pondicherry, has been renamed Puduchcheri. Located on the east 
coast of Tamil nadu, it is the administrative capital of a Union Territory that 
includes the former French enclaves of Mahe in Kerala, Yanam in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karaikkal in Tamil nadu. On the way to Pondicherry, one can view 
the natural beauty of the scenic Deccan plateau.  Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(6º30'-9º30'N; 93-94ºE) are high islands forming the southward extension of this 
mountain chain. Floating in splendid isolation, east of the Indian mainland, is the 
archipelago of 572 emerald islands, islets and rocks known as the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. This Union Territory is spread over a distance nearly 800 Kms. 
from North to South with 38 inhabited islands. A hill range extending from Burma 
(Myanmar) to Indonesia, these undulating islands are covered with dense forests 
and an endless variety of exotic flora & fauna. Andaman &Nicobar Island offers 
beautiful island vacations and beach tours. Each island in Andaman’s has its own 
uniqueness and beauty. The beaches in Andaman’s are very clean &crystal 
clear. In no place, we can find both island vacations and beach tours in a same 
place. All these states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands provide great opportunities to natives, tourist & Tourism. 
 

12.3 Beaches & Backwaters 

Kerala 

Beaches in the Indian state of Kerala are spread along the 550-km Arabian Sea 
coastline. Kerala is an Indian state occupying the south-west corner of the 
subcontinent. The topography of the coastline is distinctive and changes abruptly 
as one proceeds from north to south. In the northern parts of Kerala, in places 
such as Bekal, Thalassery and Kannur, the headlands rise above the shore from 
the fringe of the beaches. The highlands are dotted with forts built by the colonial 
powers – the Portuguese, the Dutch and the British. The view of the surrounding 
area is exquisite. From Kozhikode, once the hub of the Malabar coast, the view 
changes to flat lands with rocky outcroppings jutting out. 

 
Kerala enjoys an extraordinary kinship with the sea. Mythically born from it, 
Kerala's bond with the sea is that of a child and mother. By the virtue of having 
most of India's finest beaches, Kerala offers you surf, spice and sand like no 
other place. Though extremely popular worldwide, the beaches remain strangely 
unspoilt and bewitching. The cool breeze that blows on the beaches will work like 
a balm to your soul.  

Beaches  

Alappuzha Beach, South Kerala: Referred to as the Venice of the East, 
Alappuzha has always enjoyed an important place in the maritime history of 
Kerala. Today, it is famous for its boat races, backwater holidays, beaches, 
marine products and coir industry. Alappuzha beach is a popular picnic spot. The 
pier, which extends into the sea here, is over 137 years old. Entertainment 
facilities at the Vijaya Beach Park add to the attraction of the beach. There is also 
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an old lighthouse nearby which is greatly fascinating to visitors. Another delightful 
experience while in Alappuzha is a houseboat cruise. 
 
Valiathura Beach: Valiathura Beach is located 10 km from Thiruvananthapuram. 
This was once the only port along the South Kerala coast. During monsoons, 
fishermen carry their catamarans to the edge of the Valiathura Pier which is 703 
ft long, throw them into the sea, then jump in and swim to it. 
 
Shankhumugham beach: Just 7 km from the city of Thiruvananthapuram, the 
Shankhumugham beach is a favourite haunt for people coming to watch sunsets. 
The beach is adjacent to the Thiruvananthapuram International Airport and Veli 
Tourist Village. An indoor recreation club, the matsya kanyaka (a gigantic, 35 m 
long sculpture of a mermaid) and a restaurant shaped like a starfish are some of 
the attractions at the Shankhumugham beach.xx 
 
Thirumullavaram Beach: It is located 6 Km away from Kollam.Thirumullavaram 
Beach, is secluded beach and a beautiful picnic centre. About one and a half 
kilometre into the sea is the Nyarazhcha Para, literally Sunday Rock that can be 
seen from the shore at low tide. And near the beach is a Mahavishnu Temple.xx 
 
Kovalam Beach: Kovalam is an internationally renowned beach with three 
adjacent crescent beaches. It has been a favourite haunt of tourists, especially 
Europeans, since the 1930s. A massive rocky promontory on the beach has 
created a beautiful bay of calm waters ideal for sea bathing. 

 
Source: www.keralafamilytour.com (Kovalam Beach) 

The leisure options at this beach are plenty and diverse. Sunbathing, swimming, 
herbal body toning massages, special cultural programmes and catamaran 
cruising are some of them. The tropical sun acts so fast that one can see the 
faint blush of coppery tan on the skin in a matter of minutes. Life on the beach 
begins late in the day and carries on well into the night. The beach complex 
includes a string of budget cottages, Ayurvedic health resorts, and convention 
facilities, shopping zones, swimming pools, Yoga and Ayurvedic massage 
centres. Thiruvananthapuram, the capital city of Kerala, is just 16 km away from 
Kovalam and getting there is no hassle. But if you are on holiday it is better to 
stay in Kovalam and visit the city.xx 
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Thiruvambady Beach: It is 1 km from Thiruvambady Road in Varkala. Calm and 
serene, this solitary beach is adjacent to the North Cliff in Varkala. Thiruvambady 
or the Black Sand Beach is an ideal place for those seeking peace and solitude 
and can be easily reached by climbing down the cliff or driving down a 
kilometre.xx 
 
Samudra Beach: Lying to the north of the Ashok Beach, this beach can be 
accessed only by taking a detour past Kovalam Junction. It is an awesome sight 
to watch the waves crash on the rocks below as you walk along the stretch of 
sea wall here. 
 
Neendakara Beach: It is located 8 km from Kollam. A famous fishing harbour, 
you can see the Ashthamudi Lake joining the sea from the Neendakara Bridge 
and also the Chinese fishing nets silhouetted against the sky.xx 
 
Kollam Beach: Location: 3 km south of Kollam, An array of beach activities 
attract thousands of tourists throughout the year to this perfect beach setting 
offering panoramic views of the Arabian Sea. A port city and one time active 
harbour for Chinese ships and trade, Kollam is home to Chinese fishing nets, 
Chinese water pots and sampan-like boats seen even today. 
 

 
Source: www.skyscrapercity.com (Kollam beach) 

Varkala Beach: Location: 51 km north of Thiruvananthapuram city in 
Thiruvananthapuram district and 37 km south of Kollam, south Kerala. Varkala, a 
calm and quiet hamlet, lies on the outskirts of Thiruvananthapuram district. It has 
several places of tourist interests like a beautiful beach, a 2000-year-old Vishnu 
Temple and the Ashramam - Sivagiri Mutt a little distance from the beach. The 
Papanasam beach (also called as Varkala beach), which is ten kilometers away 
from Varkala, is renowned for the natural spring. It is considered to have 
medicinal and curative properties. A dip in the holy waters at this beach is 
believed to purge the body of impurities and the soul of all sins; hence the name 
'Papanasam beach'. 
 
Vallikunnu Beach, Malappuram: Serene, secluded and spellbinding, Kerala 
has some of the best beaches in the world. Ride the surf, get a tan, build 
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sandcastles or simply sift sand through your toes at the Vallikunnu beach in 
Malappuram district. Anything you do here will relax you and help you unwind. A 
beach resort set in the middle of a coconut grove is the main attraction here, 
along with the Kadalundi Bird Sanctuary just a short distance away. 
 
Vadakara Sand Banks, Kozhikode: Vadakara Sand Banks is an attractive 
beach stretch that supplements the seaside beauty of Vadakara in the Kozhikode 
district, situated in north Kerala. This beach where the Kottakkal River meets the 
Arabian Sea is a stunningly beautiful beach. It is a great spot to enjoy beautiful 
sunsets, frequented by locals as well as tourists. Vadakara is famous as the birth 
place of Thacholi Othenan, the legendary hero of the Vadakkanpattu (ballads of 
North Malabar). Lokanarkavu is one of the famous temples in the and there is 
also a temple in memory of the legendary Thacholi Othenan, known as Thacholi 
Manikkothu Kavu temple. The martial art form of Kalaripayuttu has the largest 
number of exponents in Vadakara. 
 

Tamil nadu 
Tamil Nadu beach destination is famous among the tourists. The long golden 
sand, the bountiful sea ends his journey and meets the land. The state of Tamil 
Nadu faces Bay of Bengal and Indian Ocean and these water bodies give rise to 
various beach destination of India which are very much popular among the 
international tourist as well as to the domestic travelers. All the beaches of Tamil 
Nadu lies on the southern tip of the country, Tamil Nadu enjoy a wonderful 
coastline. The sights on rising as well as setting sun can be seen from this 
coastal area. 
 
Covelong Beach: Covelong beach of Tamil Nadu lies in a picturesque village on 
the State Highway that joins Chennai to the temple town of Mahabalipuram. This 
beach of Tamil Nadu is one of the most beautiful and virgin beaches of India and 
adjoins a small but charming fishing village and is on the coast of the Bay of 
Bengal. This Tamil Nadu Beach is located at a distance of 40 km from Chennai. 
The beach is located on the site that was developed originally as a port by 
Saadat Ali, Nawab of Carnatic. 
 
Ellot's Beach: This Beach of Tamil Nadu is one of the cleanest beaches of India 
and is in the city of Chennai. This Beach of Tamil Nadu is located towards the 
south of Marina Beach and is an extremely calm and tranquil place. The beach of 
Tamil Nadu is known as 'Bessei' amongst the locals. As the Tamil Nadu beach 
does not offer much activity, it is ideal for long walks. Elliot's Beach of Tamil 
Nadu is quite a hit amongst both the tourists as well as the natives of Tamil 
Nadu.  
 
Kanyakumari Beach: This beach of Tamil Nadu is in the southernmost tip of 
India, Cape Comorin or Kanyakumari the place where tourists love to see 
Sangam (the confluence point) of the three seas - Bay of Bengal, Arabian Sea 
and Indian Ocean it is also a lagoon where steps lead you into the waters to 
bathe at once, all merging into blue waters of a huge water body surrounding this 
important pilgrim center on three sides. 
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Source: (Marina Beach from air) 

 Marina Beach: Marina Beach of Tamil Nadu is the longest beach of India. 
Marina Beach, comprising of golden sand, good surf and a shimmering clean 
blue sea. This Beach of Tamil Nadu is counted among one of the longest 
beaches in Asia. Marina beach is located on the eastern side of Chennai, 
adjoining the Bay of Bengal. Watching the sun set and Sun rise from the beach is 
a fascinating experience. 
 
Mahabalipuram Beach: Mahabalipuram Beach of Tamil Nadu is also known as 
Mamallapuram Beach and is on the shores of the Bay of Bengal has a coastline 
spanning a distance of over 20 km with beautiful beaches. This Tamil Nadu 
Beach is located 58km from Chennai on the Mahabalipuram road, the golden 
sandy beach is a picturesque place bounded by the shimmering sea and rolling 
hills.  
 
Rameshwaram Beach: Rameshwaram Beach of Tamil Nadu is one of the most 
popular pilgrimage centers of South India. The sea here is also a home to rare 
sea species and coral reefs. Remarkable variety of marine life-algae, starfish, 
sea cucumber, crabs, sponges and the sea cow are found here. One may also 
sight some dolphins playing in the serene waters of Rameshwaram. The serene 
beach with shallow waters makes an ideal site for swimming and sunbathing. 
 

 
Source: www.mytripolog.com (Rameshwaram Beach) 
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 Muttukkadu Beach: The “Muttukkadu” Beach of Tamil Nadu is one of the most 
exciting and thrilling tourist destination of India. Amidst the picturesque 
landscape of the place, the Muttukkadu beach is known for the calm and serene 
backwater of the sea and the natural estuary which adds to the beauty of the 
place. The natural scenic beauty of the place captures the imagination of a poet. 
The backwaters provide an excellent view of the sunrise and sunset which 
attracts many local tourists as well. 

 
Poompuhar Beach: This Tamil Nadu Beach is also known as Kaveri 
poompattinam and is about 40 km from Chidambaram in Tamil Nadu. The 
Cauvery River drains into the Bay of Bengal at Poompuhar. Poompuhar is an 
ancient historic town situated in Sirkali Taluk of Nagapattinam district, Tamil 
Nadu. An archaeologist delight, Poompuhar is a town for those who like to 
wander amidst history and take a stroll through time. It was once a major port 
during the reign of Cholas. 
 
Tiruchendur Beach: This Beach of Tamil Nadu is 85km from Kanyakumari and 
the temple which lies on the shores of the sea is an inspiring sight. The surging 
fresh tide of the sea washing the feet of the temple is a lovely sight to behold. 
The sea is believed to have miraculous benefits for those who dip in it before 
praying at the temple. 

 
Source: ligysspace.blogspot.com (Velankanni Beach) 

Velankanni Beach: This beach of Tamil Nadu is located at Tamil Nadu. 
Velankanni beach is 350 kilometers away from Chennai. Sobriquet name of this 
Tamil Nadu beach is Lourdes of the East as both the places experience a large 
number of pilgrims on an annual basis. There are a couple of festivals that go on 
in the months of August and September. These are major tourist attractions as 
well. A major tourist attraction of Velankanni beach is the Church of our Lady of 
Health. 
 
Vattakottai Beach: This Tamil Nadu Beach is a solitary beach destination 
located in Tamil Nadu. Specially known for the 18th century citadel, the place is 
also called as the Vattakottai Fort. Bearing the imprints of past rulers, the granite 
Fort is the prime attraction of the place. Vattakottai Fort was once the dwelling 
ground of the Pandya rulers. With the fading streamline of a small river flowing by 
the side of the Fort, there are visible evidences of the existence of a canon in the 
ancient times. Protected by the 25-26 feet high surrounding walls, the Fort has 
an extension that touches the waters of the sea. 
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Pondicherry  
Puducherry, the capital of the union territory of Puducherry (which includes 
Pudhucherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam) and is located in the Coromadel coast 
of the Bay of Bengal. While Karaikal lies 150 km south of Pudhucherry on the 
east coast, Mahe is on the Malabar Coast and Yanam in the East Godavari 
district of Andhra Pradesh. Besides being a nesting place for many poets and 
laurels down the ages, The union territory also been a shore of different cultures, 
from the Romans to the French, who ruled for 300 years. The town is almost 
filled with a lot of heritage buildings and monuments. The attraction of the 
territory includes Botanical Garden, International yoga festival, annual French 
Food festival organized by The Department of Tourism of Pondicherry. The 
historical French connection is still evident here after a half a century of 
independence. Puducherry is a visual treat for tourists with its calm spirituality, 
soft breezing beaches, cobbled streets, elegant houses, the backwaters, 
temples, churches, mosques, antique furniture galleries, Cotton textile mills, 
handmade paper, leather aromatics and particularly pleasant shopping 
experience. If you want to have a memorable vacation, no doubt, Puducherry is 
worth spending tourist destination and wonderful place ever.xx 

 

Source: flashpackatforty.com (Promenade -Beach Road, Pondicherry) 

Promenade (Beach Road): The 1.5km long promenade running along the 
beach is the pride of Pondicherry. There one can relax or take a stroll at any time 
of the day. Unfortunately, it is impossible to swim in this beach because of the 
seawalls. 

Serenity beach: This beach is a ten minutes drive to the north of the town. This 
virgin beach, with its serene surroundings is an ideal place to laze away your 
day. It is ideal for relaxation, a quick dip and sun bathing. The Serenity Beach is 
1.5km long. It’s a beautiful, cool and clean place. 

Paradise Beach (Plage Paradisio): It is situated about 8km away from 
Pondicherry towards Cuddalore Main Road, in Chunnambar near the mouth of 
the backwater. The sand is pristine and the water, clean and clear. It's and ideal 
place for sun bathing and beach sports. The beach can only be accessed by 
boat. 
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 Auroville Beach (Repos Beach): The Auroville Beach as the name indicates is 
close to Auroville. It is right opposite the road leading to Auroville. It is located 
around 10km from the main Pondicherry town. Its shallow waters and small 
waves make it an ideal place of swimming. It is a fairly popular destination on 
weekends. On weekdays it is relatively less crowded. 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
India has almost a 6000 km long coastline, which is home to some of the finest 
beaches in the world. Andaman & Nicobar Islands has many beautiful, crystal 
clear and fine eco-friendly beaches. Andaman & Nicobar Islands have also 
recently been recognized as a world-class eco-tourist destination to discover the 
under-water treasures of marine life. Andaman & Nicobar Islands has many 
sandy crystal clear beaches and it’s an eco-friendly tourist destination. Despite 
the tropical climate of the region, beaches of Andaman and  Nicobar Islands offer 
a calm and cool environment that add to the beauty of the turquoise blue waters. 
The beaches at Andaman and Nicobar Islands also support a diverse range of 
marine life and water sports. Some of the popular types of the water sports that 
the beaches in this region offer include swimming, scuba diving, water-skiing 
windsurfing etc. The most amazing feature of the beaches in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands is that they do not have any such major man made 
developments such as beach side cafes or parks, etc., but they are still one of 
the star attractions for tourists. The reason is their all pervasive beauty which is 
nature's gift. Once you are at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands beaches, you 
are sure to soak yourself in the eternal beauty of the place. 

 
Source: pritskulkarni.blogspot.com (Corbyn’s Cove Beach) 

 
Carbyn’s Cove Beach: Carbyn’s cove beach, the coconut-palm-fringed beach, 
ideal for sun basking is 6 km away from Port Blair town. Historical remains like 
Japanese bunkers can be seen on the way. The Snake Island, situated just 
across the beach is famous for Scuba Diving.  
 
North Bay Beach: North Bay beach is just north of Port Blair. The beach and the 
snorkelling opportunities in its fringing coral reefs are the closest ones you will 
find to Port Blair, and therefore, it gets quite crowded.  
 
Munda Pahar Beach, Chidiya Tapu: Before the sunset, enjoy a swim at Munda 
Pahar Beach, which is 1 km ahead of the bus stand at Chidiya Tapu.  
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Wandoor Beach: Twenty Five Kms. from west of Port Blair is Wandoor Beach 
famous for swimmings & for Coral Viewing. One can also go to Mahatma Gandhi 
Marine National Park from Wandoor by boat. Situated near Tirur, this place has a 
beautiful sandy beach with shallow water. It is suitable for swimming, sun 
basking and sunset viewing. 
 
Radhanagar Beach: is one of the two popular beaches located at Havelock 
Island in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The other one is Vijaynagar Island. The 
serene beach which is far away from the polluted cities and towns has a majestic 
spell that attracts tourists to its beauty. Radhanagar Beach of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands is situated at a place which is 7 kilometers away from Dolphin 
Yatri Niwas at Havelock Island. The beach is the favourite among all nature 
lovers who love to explore the nature of different places. 
 
Harminder Bay Beach: is counted amongst one of the most exquisite beaches 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The beach is sited 100 kilometers away from 
Port Blair at Hut Bay Island. You can travel to the pristine beach through ships 
run by Inter Islands shipping services from Port Blair. 
 
Ramnagar Beach: is situated in the northern region at the Diglipur Island and is 
accessible through water and road. The sandy beach is only 15 kilometers away 
from Kalighat. The beach is surrounded by palm and coconut trees and other 
coastal shrubs. 
 
Other Beaches to explore in Andaman’s are Sylvan Sands, Chidyatapu, South 
Andaman;     Cinque Island, South Andaman; North Bay, South Andaman; 
Collinpur, North Passage Island;  Merk Bay, Neil Island etc.xx   
 

12.4 Natural Manifestations of Touristic 
Significance 

Kerala 

Kerala’s green hills dotted with colonial bungalows, waterfalls and lakes, 
protected forests home to endangered wildlife, exotic spice plantations and 
panoramic views make it hard not to be tempted into some biped action.  Kerala 
is a true paradise for tourist. Kerala has emerged as the tourism hub of India. 
The breathtaking backwaters, exotic hill-stations and serene beaches make 
Kerala a perfect tourist destination. There is no doubt why the National 
Geographic Traveller voted Kerala as Paradise on earth. Kerala is the home to 
various cultures, traditions and landscapes. The different landscapes of Kerala 
make it a one stop destination for tourist seeking fun, adventure and relaxation. 
The canals and lagoons make Kerala backwaters a must-see attraction in your 
visit to Kerala.xx 

Backwater’s of Kerala: The backwaters of Kerala are made up of over 900 km 
of interconnected waterways, rivers, lakes and inlets. The backwaters of Kerala 
are marked by a unique ecosystem wherein lagoons, lakes, canals, estuaries 
and deltas of several rivers meet the Arabian Sea. While hill resorts and beaches 
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can be found in several parts of India, the backwaters are found only in Kerala. 
The Kerala backwater tours offer a perfect blend of scenic attractions and 
tranquility. One can travel on a traditional houseboat and enjoy the beauty of 
Kerala backwaters which make their way through a number of towns and cities. 
Kerala backwaters map provides a clear picture of various backwater tour 
destinations in Kerala. Some of the popular destinations for Kerala Backwater 
tours are: Kochi is one of the most visited Kerala Backwater destinations. Many 
backwater cruises begin or end in Cochin. Kerala backwater tourist attractions of 
Cochin can be enjoyed while staying at hotel or by staying at backwater 
houseboats while on Kerala backwater tours. 

 
Source: team-bhp.com (Alappuzha backwaters) 

Alappuzha is a district of immense natural beauty. The best companion for 
exploring this place is the Kerala backwater houseboat. One can enjoy touring 
the attraction of Alappuzha in Kerala Backwaters India. Alappuzha is also famous 
for the Snake Boat Races held every year on Onam festival. The Kerala 
backwaters around Kollam, which extend from the Ashthamudi Lake, are 
mesmerizing. The boat rides on the sun-kissed water scores brownie points with 
most of the tourists visiting the Kollam backwaters. The splendid town of Kollam 
is renowned for being the gateway to the beautiful backwaters of Kerala. The 
backwater tour from Kollam to Alappuzha is the longest backwater tour in Kerala. 
Kasargod backwaters in Kerala offer holiday of a lifetime. The bewitching sunset 
on a Chandragiri cruise is an edenic and idyllic experience. One of the top draws 
of this journey is a ride on the Kettuvallam or the knot-boats. Tourists can also 
enjoy premier facilities at the Kerala backwaters houseboat. Kottayam is a 
beautiful Kerala backwater tour destination. The famous Vembanad Lake makes 
Kottayam a popular backwater of Kerala. One can see the historic churches and 
temples of Kottayam during Kerala backwater tours. The unexplored backwaters 
of Kozhikode are popular for boating and water sports. Kozhikode is known for its 
historic buildings, beautiful green countryside, beautiful beach, hospitality and 
cosmopolitan culture. Kumarakom backwater in Kerala is an enamouring site 
with its exotic bionetwork. The extensive paddy fields, luxuriant mangrove forests 
and coconut woods, white lilies and variety of natural elements of the 
Kumarakom backwater is a must visit on Kerala backwater tours. 
Thiruvallam is a popular Kerala backwater tour destination. It is at the confluence 
of the two rivers, Killi and Karamana that Thiruvallam stands and the backwaters 
here are more special because of having been fed by them. The natural beauty 
of the region is enhanced by these river banks.xx 
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Hill stations in Kerala: Kerala Hill stations Tours present yet another facet of 
God's Own Country. The high and rugged Western Ghats endow the state with a 
number of Hill stations, which unlike the rest of the state have a high rate of 
tourist influx during the summer months. If you seek to beat the heat or enjoy the 
cozy comfort of Nature or wish to trek on the woody mountain trails or if you are 
simply answering the "call of the mountains", get away to one of these beautiful 
chilly places in Kerala. The undulating paths, the rich variety of flora and fauna 
available, the beautiful gorges and valleys and the sparkling silver streams that 
skip and dance through the rocks, the settling clouds that one can walk through 
and the fresh plucked green tea, brewed hot- this is the irresistible lure of the 
land. The major Hill resorts of Kerala are: Munnar, Ponmudi, Peerumade, 
Neliyampathy, Peruvannamuzhi, Tusharagiri, Wayanad, Pythal Mala, Ezhimala, 
Ranipuram, Devikulam, Wagamon etc. 
 

 
Source: bharatdarshan.info (Ponmudi in Kerala, Hill station) 

 
Waterfalls: The forests of Western Ghats are punctuated with large and small 
waterfalls that gurgle and splash down the mountain side.   The wooded forests 
of Western Ghats are hidden with cascading showers.  The important waterfalls 
in Kerala are Athirapally, Vazhachal, Palaruvi & Tusharagiri. Athirampally and 
Vazhachal Waterfalls:  It is a 800 foot high waterfalls at the entrance of the 
Sholayar ranges and is a famous picnic spot for backpackers. The falls are very 
popular with tourists. Athirappally is located 78 kms from Kochi, located at the 
entrance to Sholayar ranges; this waterfall is a popular picnic spot. Affording to 
the onlookers, one of the most bewitching sights, Athirappally Falls is about 80ft. 
high and located in the forest area combined with the greenery; it infuses 
freshness into any tired soul. The Athirapally Falls join the Chalakkudy River after 
plummeting a drop of 80 feet.  Vazhachal is a picturesque spot just a short drive 
from Athirapally and is adjacent to dense green forestland. Vazhachal is part of 
the Chalakkudy River.  Both the waterfalls, their cool, misty waters cascading 
down in the backdrop of thick green forest and rocky terrain, are a scintillating 
experience to visitors. Palaruvi waterfalls or ' stream of milk’: It is 75 Kms away 
from Kollam on the Kollam-Shenkottai road near Aryankavu, is the Palaruvi 
waterfalls. There are frequent buses from Kollam to Aryankavu. There you can 
see ruins of ancient temples. The water is said to be medicated as it flows down 
from the forest and is said to be a preventive for many diseases.  
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Source: kkasturi1.blogspot.com (Athirampally Fall in Kerala) 

 
Thusharagiri Waterfalls: Snuggled cosily in the Western Ghats, are the gurgling 
waterfalls of Thusharagiri. Meaning the snow capped mountains; Thushargiri 
exhibits a unique kinship between the land and water.  The three waterfalls on 
the backdrop of the Western Ghats provide an exhilarating and spellbinding sight 
to the visitor. The best roar of the waterfalls can be enjoyed from September to 
November. The waterfall with its gentle spray is sure to soothe every eye. The 
cascading waters of the waterfall slides past with surfy smiles.  Two streams 
originating from the Western Ghats meet here to form the Chalippuzha River. 
The river diverges into three waterfalls creating a snowy spray, which gives the 
name, 'Thusharagiri'. Of the three, the highest waterfall is the Thenpara that falls 
from an altitude of 75 metres. Situated at Kodencherry in Kozhikode district, the 
plantation destination that abounds in rubber, arecanut, pepper, ginger and 
spices is also a trekker's delight.xx 
 
Village Life 
Kerala - a symphony composed in the strings of beauty and a land endowed with 
myriad of boons and bounties that bestowed it the glory of being god's own 
country. The rural life in Kerala, untouched by the mighty hands of 
industrialization and much of the repulsive transformation of urban sophistication, 
offers a paradisal experience to the traveller. The serene backwaters, swaying 
coconut farms, soothing paddy fields everything makes the village life of Kerala a 
memorable experience. Far from the tumult and turmoil of the cities these 
villages usher us into a world were contentment and peace prevail. Kumarakom, 
a cluster of little islands in Kottayam district, is one of the favourite tourist villages 
in Kerala. Spread on the cold water of Vembanad Lake Kumarakom is well 
known for its fresh water fish species like the Karimeen (pearl spot), Chemmeen 
(shrimp) and prawns.Kovalam an internationally renowned beach town on the 
Arabian Sea and a favourite haunt of tourists especially Europeans.  The coastal 
village life of Kovalam is vibrant and rich with a variety of activities like coir 
manufacturing, coconut leaf weaving, fish markets and the like. Crafts village 
near Kozhikode, Pioneering another novel model to promote tourism, Kerala 
Tourism Department has set up an exclusive crafts village where traditional 
artisans can showcase skills and products, and sell them at fair prices while a 
visiting foreigner can pick up one or two lessons of subtleties of crafts-making . 
This new model for the development of tourism sector, while helping the 
craftsmen to ensure better compensation for their toil out, has taken shape at a 
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sprawling 20-acre land, at Iringal on the shores of enchanting river Chaliyar near 
Kozhikode.xx 
 
Wildlife sanctuaries & National Parks 
Kerala has a forest area of 11,125 sq km, which covers almost 29 percent of the 
total land area of the state. There are Five National Parks and 13 Wildlife 
Sanctuaries in Kerala. These parks and sanctuaries cover 2250 sq km, which is 
24 percent of the total forest area and 6 percent of the total land area of the 
state. All these National Parks and sanctuaries are famous tourist destinations 
and are frequently visited by tourists to experience the enjoyment of watching 
wildlife in their natural habitat and to get a feel of the scenic excellence of Kerala. 

The dense tropical rainforests of Kerala house a veritable treasure of exotic flora 
and fauna and an astounding variety of wildlife have found their habitat in the 
state. The Government (both central and state) has taken extreme measures to 
conserve the forests and preserve the fast vanishing species of animals and 
insects here. A number of wildlife sanctuaries and national parks have been built 
here and these are major attractions for tourists to the state. 
 
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary: Located 50 km from Devikulam of Idukki district in 
Kerala, the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary houses a host of fierce animals found in 
the Indian forests such as elephants, sambars, leopards and gaurs. The 
sanctuary is dedicated to preserving the Grizzled Giant Squirrel and the Star 
Tortoise., both highly endangered species 
 
Eravikulam National Park: This lush expanse of flora rich national part was 
established to preserve the Nilgiri Tahr or the Nilgiri Ibex. Other creatures 
habituating this beautiful conserve are elephants, leopards, tigers, malabar 
civets, sambars, barking deers, nilgais, langurs and pythons. 
 
Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary: The Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary is the winter 
home to a host of bright plumed visitors from cold regions such as Siberia. A 
birdwatcher's paradise, the sanctuary stands on the banks of the Vembanad 
Lake allowing the tourists to take the water path to rewarding bird watching. 

 
Source: Flickr.com (Toucan in Periyar National Park) 
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Periyar National Park: Beside the Periyar River, stands the sprawling Periyar 
National Park (1950) and Tiger Reserve (1978). Built to protect these royal 
beasts from cruel poachers and to preserve the majestic Indian elephants, the 
Periyar National Park is a major tourist attraction. Visitors from around the globe 
come here to undertake a wildlife safari here. 
 
Silent Valley National Park: Silent valley national Park or Sairandhrivanam as it 
is locally called houses about hundreds of species of butterflies and almost 400 
species of moths. Other bird and animal life protected by this national park are 
the Ceylon Frogmouth, the Great Indian Hornbill, the Laughing Thrush, the 
Malabar squirrel, langurs, lion-tailed Macaques, elephants, tigers, leopards, wild 
bears, nilgais, sambars and pit viper. The langurs and Lion- tailed macaques are 
endangered species conserved here. 

 
Source: bharatdarshan.info (Idukki wildlife sanctuary) 

 
Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary: Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary covers an area of 77 sq km 
in the Thodupuzha and Udumpanchola talukas of Idukki and occupies the 
forested area between the Cheruthoni and Periyar rivers. Idukki Wildlife 
Sanctuary is located at a distance of 40 kms from Thodupuzha. The great 
reservoir formed by the construction of the Idukki arch dam and dams at 
Cheruthoni and Kulamavu is a major tourist attraction. Lying at an altitude of 450 
- 748m above sea level, the pristine forests and green hills around the area 
provide ample scope for trekking. Besides wildlife viewing and trekking, one can 
enjoy boat cruises on the lake within the sanctuary, which offers a panoramic 
view of the surrounding areas. Wild Population of Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary 
includes Elephants, Bison, Sambhar, Deer, Wild Dogs, Jungle Cats, Tiger, Wild 
Boar etc. The avian population includes Jungle Fowl, Myna, Laughing Thrush, 
Black Bulbul, Peafowl, Woodpecker, Kingfisher etc. 
 
Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary: Adjacent to the Anamalai Wildlife Sanctuary 
of Tamil Nadu, this sanctuary sprawls across 285 sq km and offers a fascinating 
sight of rare wild animals. It abounds in a variety of trees, mainly teak, neem, 
sandalwood and rosewood. There are three dams within the Parambikulam 
wildlife sanctuary, , Parambikulam, Thunakadavu and Peruvaripallam. 
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Parambikulam has the largest population of Gaurs (Indian bisons). The rich 
fauna includes tigers, leopards, elephants, sambars, tahrs, wild dogs, Indian 
muntjacs, spotted deers, jungle cats, bonnet macaques, lion-tailed macaques 
apart from nearly 150 species of birds. 
 

 
Source: wayanad.org (Wild Gaur in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary) 

 
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary: The Wayanad sanctuary is part of the Wayanad 
plateau and is home to tigers, leopards, elephants and a number of other 
animals. The sanctuary is an extension of the Bandipur National Park in Kerala at 
its southern border. Rich in bio-diversity, the sanctuary is an integral part of the 
nilgiri biosphere reserve, which has been established with the chief objective of 
conserving the biological heritage of the region. The Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 
comprises of deciduous forest. 

Tamil nadu 

The perfect blend of cultural significance and majestic natural beauty makes 
Tamil nadu one of the most visited Indian tourist destinations. The state also has 
popular hill stations like Ooty and Kodaikanal that are milestone destinations of 
Tamil nadu tourism. Wildlife sanctuaries & National parks of the state are other 
attractions. 

Backwaters in Tamil nadu 

 
Pichavaram: Pichavaram the second largest Mangrove forest in the world, near 
the temple town of Chidambaram, is one of the unique Eco-tourism spots in 
South India. The backwaters, inter connected by the Vellar and Coleroon river 
systems, offer abundant scope for water sports, rowing, Kayak and canoeing. 
The Pichavaram forest not only offers waterscape and back water cruises, but 
combines another very rare occurrence - the mangrove forest trees permanently 
rooted in a few feet of water. The Pichavaram mangroves are considered among 
the healthiest mangrove occurrence in the world. Pichavaram consists of a 
number of islands interspersing a vast expanse of water covered with green 
trees. The area is about 2800 acres and is separated from the sea by a sand bar 
which is a patch of extraordinary loveliness. The Pichavaram mangrove biotope, 
with its peculiar topography and environmental condition, supports the existence 
of many rare varieties of economically important shell and fin fishes. The 
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Pichavaram mangroves attract an appreciable bird population of residents, local 
migrants and true migrants. At the mangroves, so far, 177 species of birds 
belonging to 15 orders and 41 families have been recorded. The season for birds 
is from September to April every year. Peak population of birds could be seen 
from November to January. This is due to high productive nature (in terms of 
prey organisms) of the ecosystem and coincidence of the time of arrival of true 
migrants from foreign countries and local migrants from their breeding grounds 
across India. The availability of different habitat types such as channels, creeks, 
gullies, mud flats and sand flats and adjacent sea shore offers ideal habitat for 
difference species of birds. 
 
Backwaters of Muttukkadu: Muttukkadu, located at a distance of 36 km from 
Chennai, is a small town which serves as the most preferred picnic spot along 
with backwaters and water activities. Muttukadu is adorned with greenery, 
including coconut trees and lush grassland to provide ample shade and to give 
relaxation to the visitors, making the environment pollution free and breezy. 
Helped by the fact that the backwaters and the facility of boat house have been 
developed by the Tamil Nadu Tourism Development Corporation for the visitors 
to stay and enjoy, the place is visited by hordes every year who come here to 
enjoy their holidays. The main attraction of this place is windsurfing regatta which 
is organized every year in the month of February, plus many other water games 
such as kayaking, boating, canoeing, etc are organized here. Those who are 
adventurous and fun loving, they can also join the training programs which are 
held in Muttukadu. No wonder it is visited by thrill seekers as well as peace 
lovers form India and abroad. Prawns and Jellyfishes are well-known in this place 
and due to these reasons, it is also known as 'the land of flora and fauna'. It is 
just the perfect destination for spending holidays with beguilingly exquisite 
backwaters, peaceful surroundings and a charismatic blend of greenery and 
gleaming blue. 
 

National parks & sanctuaries 

The topography of Tamil Nadu is delightfully varied and diverse. Of the 1, 30,058 
sq km land area, 17.6% is covered with forest area. These spreads over the plain 
and on mountain slopes. Dry lands are bestowed with dry-deciduous forests, 
thorn forests, scrubs and mangroves. The Western Ghats and a few cooler 
regions are endowed with moist deciduous, wet evergreen forests, sholas and 
grasslands. There are 5 National Parks and 17 Wildlife Sanctuaries in Tamil 
Nadu. The famous ones are: 
Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and National Park: Spread over 958 sq kms, 
this sanctuary can be reached though Top slip in Anamalai Hills on the Western 
Ghats. An ecological Paradise, this sanctuary encompasses a National Park with 
an area of 108 sq kms. About 800 species out of 2000 South Indian Flora are 
distributed here. This sanctuary nurtures Arboreal animals like lion tailed 
macaque, bonnet macaque, Common Langur, nilgiris langur, Malabar Giant 
squirrel and Grizzled Giant Squirrel. The ground animals listed are: Tiger, 
Panther, Elephant, Gaur, Pangolin, Sambar, Spotted Deer, Barking Deer, Mouse 
Deer, Wild boar, Dhole, Sloth Bear, Porcupine, Nilgiris Tahr, Civet Cat and Taddy 
Cat. The Avifauna includes Racket Tailed Drongo, Black Headed Oriole, 
Paradise Fly-catche, WhistlingThrush, Emerald Dove, Green pigeon, Tickell's 
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Flower Pecker, Rufus Wood Pecker, Rose Ringed Parakeet, Black Eagle, Great 
Indian, Malabar pied HornBill, Fiary Blue Bird and green billed malkhoha etc. 

 
Source: homestay360.com (Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary) 

Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary: Located in Nilgiri Hills, the offshoot of the 
Western ghats meet the eastern ghats. This 321 sq km wide sanctuary 
encompasses a National Park measuring an area of 103 sq kms. 
 
Mukkurthi National Park: Located on the high altitudes of the Nilgiris, 40 kms 
from Udhagamandalam. It contains a viable population of Nigiri Tahr (Hamitrgus-
hilocrius), Sambar, Nilgiri Marten, Barking deer 
 
Kalakkadu Wildlife Sanctuary: Situated in an area of 223 sq kms in the 
Tirunelveli District. Wildlife seen in the sanctuary inludes Lion Tailed Macaque, 
Nilgiri Langur, Bonnet Macaque and common Langur, Nilgiri Tahr. 
 
Mundanthurai Wildlife Sanctuary: Situated in an area of 567 sq kms in the 
Tirunelveli District. Animal wealth includes Tiger, Bonnet Macaque, Langurs, 
Slender Loris. 

 
Source: animaladventurer.blogspot.com (Blackbucks in Point Calimere 

Wildlife Sanctuary) 
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Point Calimere Wild Life Sanctuary: Sprawling on 17.26 sq km surrounded by 
sea and shore, comprising forests of tidal swamps, this sanctuary is situated in 
Nagapattinam district. It is bestowed with populations of varied wild life such as 
Chittal, Wild Boar. 
 
Srivilliputhur Grizzled Squirrel Wild Life Sanctuary: Located in Virudhunagar 
District, 45 kms off Virudhanagar Town. Interesting species are Flying Squirrel, 
Tree Shrew, Elephant , Lion-Tailed Macaque, many species of birds. 

 
Source: ebharatdarshan.blogspot.com (Guindy National Park) 

Guindy National Park: Situated in Chennai. Compositions of animals Black 
Buck, Chital, Jackal, Pangolin and a variety of Avi fauna. 
 
Vallanadu Black Buck Sanctuary: A scrub forest area spread over to 16.41 sq 
km this sanctuary is situated in Thuthukudi (Tuticorn) District. Blackbuck, Spotted 
Deer, Macaques, Jungle cat, Mangoose and hares are plenty. This sanctuary 
can be visited through out the year. 
 
Vedanthangal And Karikili Bird Sanctuaries: Situated in the Kanchipuram 
district. In all 115 species of birds have been recorded in this sanctuary.  
Arignar Ann Zoological Park - Chennai 
Situated in the outkirts of Chennai. More than 170 species of Mammals, Aviaries 
& reptiles are exhibited. 
 
The Madras Crocodile Bank Trust – Nemmeli: This Crocodile Bank has been 
established with an aim to protectand conserve the endangered reptiles such as 
crocodiles, Alligators etc. Situated 14 kms from Mamallapuram, this trust now 
houses more than 6 species of crocodiles. 
 
Viralimalai: This small town is situated south of tiruchirapalli, is bestowed with a 
large number of wild Peacocks, which roam around the Murugan Temple situated 
here. 
 
Gulf Of Mannar Marine National Park: This a marine Bio Sphere, running along 
with coasts of Ramanathapuram and Tuthukudi (Tuticorin) Districts. This national 
Park is full of coral reefs, Dolphins, Turtles. 
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Waterfalls 
The eternal rhythm of the gurgling, cascading waterfalls in many parts of Tamil 
Nadu. Ecology is well preserved in the waterfalls around Tamil Nadu.  

 
Source: jamesxyz.wordpress.com (Courtallam Waterfalls, Tamil Nadu) 

Courtallam Waterfalls: The 'Spa of South' is situated at an elevation of 167mts 
in the Western Ghats. This is a popular health resort. Its waterfalls are known for 
their curative and recuperative properties. It is situated about 160 kms. south of 
Madurai. A shower in the cascading waters is a great experience. There are nine 
waterfalls here, Main falls, Chitraruvi, Shenbagadevi falls, Honey falls, Five falls, 
Tiger falls, Old falls, Fruit farm falls and the New falls.Its bracing season extends 
particularly from June to September. Excursions : Tiruchendur Murugan 
Temple(99kms), Tirunelveli(58kms), Krishnapuram(68kms), Tenkasi(5kms) and 
the Mundanthurai Tiger Sanctuary(75kms). Hogenakkal means " Smoking Rock" 
has got the name because of the smoke like appearance created by the spray of 
the plunging waters of River Kaveri at this spot. The falls, the rugged scenery 
and the enchanting natural attractions have made it an ideal holiday spot. It is a 
health resort known for its waterfalls with medicinal properties, set amidst lush 
green woods. 'Parisal' (a boat made of palm fibre) ride through River Cauvery will 
be a pleasant experience. Hogenakkal is famed for the curative power of its 
waters. Surrounded by mountains, this place now offers a quiet holiday in 
comfort. It is 65 kms. from Salem. 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Hogenakkal Waterfalls) 
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Hogenakkal Waterfalls: Attaru" river passes through the Elagiri hills and falls 
from 30 mtr. height at Jadaiyanur on the other side of the hills. This could either 
be reached from Tiruppthur(15 kms.) or by an hour's trek from the hills. Adjacent 
to the Jalagambarai falls, there is a Murugan temple located within a building 
constructed in the shape of a lingam. Kumbakkarai Falls: An amazing feat of 
Nature, the Kumbakkarai Falls is yet another jewel in the crown of Tamil Nadu's 
tourist attractions. Comparatively less known, these falls offer a breath taking 
view of the fascinating interaction between gushing water and solid rocks. Add a 
verdant and wild backdrop and you have an exquisite sight. Situated on the 
foothills of the Kodaikanal hills, the falls are located 8 kms from Periyakulam. The 
water from these falls is full of the goodness of minerals and herbs. There are 
two stages in these falls. At the first stage water gathers in huge rocks recesses 
which are variously named after wild animals such as tiger, elephant, snake etc., 
before falling as the main fall. Suruli  falls: The Suruli falls which falls from a 
height of 150 feet gathers into a pool, flows for a short distance and again 
plummets to a depth of 40 feet , offering a spectacular sight of nature's raw and 
wild beauty. The dense forests that surround it provide an awesome backdrop. 
Facilities are available for men and women to bathe separately in these falls. The 
special feature of the fall is that it is a "round the year" falls. However the best 
season to visit is June - October, when the thickness of the water column is 
astounding. The beauty of this fall finds mention in Tamil Epic, Silappathikaram 
written by poet Ilango. Cloud Land Falls popularly known as Chinna Suruli is 
situated 54 kms from Theni near Kombaithozhu village. These falls originate in 
the Megamalai. Tiger Falls is a dainty fall on the route to Munnar between Bodi 
and Bodimettu from Theni. Killiyur Falls: Killiyur Falls is a 90-foot high waterfalls 
is situated amidst picturesque surroundings in Yercaud. Akasagangai waterfalls 
is on Kolli hills which is known for medical herbs and plants. Kalhatty Water 
Falls:Kalhatty Water Falls, is located on the Kalhatty slopes and about 13 kms. 
from Ooty. Law's falls(7kms.) is situated in the Ghat RF of Coonoor forest range. 
the height of the falls is about 180 feet. St.Catherine Falls, located at 8 kms, the 
enoviron of the falls has beautiful scenery. Fairy Falls: Fairy Falls, is a delightful 
picnic spot just 5kms away from Kodai Lake. It is a wondrous waterfall. Silver 
Cascade is 8kms from Kodai lake. The overflow of Kodai Lake comes down here 
as a 180 foot high waterfall. Thalaiyar falls also known as Rat Tail falls, is one of 
the higest waterfalls in the world(975 foot high). It can be seen while climbing the 
Ghat Road to Kodaikanal from Kodai Road. It is not possible to visit this 
spectacular waterfall, as there is no approach route to this site. 

Hill stations 

Tamil Nadu offers some of the most beautiful hill stations. Trekking, Hang-gliding, 
fishing and golf are just some of the activities you can take part in on these hill 
stations. Kodaikanal referred to as 'The Princess of Hill Stations', is situated 
amidst the folds of the verdant Palani hills in the Western Ghats at an altitude of 
about 2133 m. Kodaikanal is one of the most frequented hill resorts in India. With 
its spectacular rocks, tranquil woods, lovely lake and intoxicating air, Kodaikanal 
is an ideal hill resort for the tourists from all over. The pride of Kodaikanal is the 
'Kurinji-flower', which blossoms once in 12 years. The hill-plantain fruits and 
plums are known for their freshness and taste. Kodaikanal lies pretty in the 
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Palani Hills of Tamil Nadu. The summer retreat of Kodaikanal literally means ‘gift 
of the forest’.  

 
Source: hearty-india.com (Kodaikanal) 

Coonoor is the second largest hill station in the Nilgiris, surrounded by tea 
plantations. It stands at an altitude of 1839 metres. It is essentially a small tea 
garden town where the weather is pleasantly cool through the year. It falls on the 
toy-train line between Mettupalayam (28 km) and Ooty. A popular pastime here is 
birdwatching as it is home to an extensive array of birds. The main attraction of 
course is Sim's Park, a small botanical garden that boasts of a wide variety of 
plants. It offers panoramic views of the Niligiris, its hills and valleys lush with tea 
shrubs and eucalyptus trees. There is a quaint hill market which peddles leaf tea 
and essential oils. Although the height of summer is peak season, winter too is 
enjoyable in its own special way. Sports and honey moon travel. 

 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org (Botanical garden in Ooty) 

Ooty (Ootacamund) the Queen of the Hill Stations, also known as Blue 
Mountains is one of the most beautiful hill stations in India. This hill station has 
splendid green downs and lofty hills of extraordinary scenic beauty and is 
endowed with a salubrious climate similar to the English summer. Located in the 
Western Ghats at a height of 7,500ft. Ooty nestles in an amphitheater created by 
four majestic hills-Doddabetta, Snowdon, Elk Hill and Club Hill. These hills are 
part of the Nilgiri ranges that are really the meeting point for the Western and the 
Eastern Ghats. Kotagiri: Kotagiri is a pristine little town, situated about 16 km 
from Ooty. Situated at an altitude of 1,950 mts, it was developed as a summer 
retreat for the British during the colonial days. Yercaud is a hill station in Salem 
District, in Tamil Nadu, India. It located in the Shevaroys range of hills in the 
Eastern Ghats; the Yercaud hill area is called the Shevaroy Hills. It is situated at 
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an altitude of 1515 metres (4970 ft) above sea level, and the highest point in 
Yercaud is the Servarayan temple, at 5,326 feet (1,623 m). It is so named owing 
to the abundance of trees categorised as a forest near the lake, the name 
signifying Lake Forest. As a popular tourist destination, Yercaud is also called as 
Jewel of the South. Yercaud is connected to city of Salem, Tamil Nadu through 
Highway of 28 km. 
 

Pondicherry  
A Tamil culture with a strong French flavor and loads of cosmopolitan tendencies 
make Pondicherry, a place definitely worth a visit. Blessed gracefully by nature, 
the entire region is dotted by pretty water bodies, stretching greens and a serene 
ambience. Mostly untouched and least crowded, the calm and serenity that 
Pondicherry affords is simply amazing. The serenity of the place drew Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram here which in turn attracts millions who come here in pursuit 
of spirituality. A famous monument here is the Aayi Mandapam at the centre of 
the Park. The French Consulate, Raj Nivas, the former palace of Dupleix, 
Botanical Gardens, Chunnambar boat house, Bharathi Park, Museum, Romain 
Rolland Library, Botanical Garden, Anglo-French textile mills, the 400-year old 
banyan tree at Keezhoor are some places worth visiting Pondicherry. The city is 
also a comfortable base to explore other interesting places around. Auroville, the 
city of unity, Kanchipuram, the temple town, Mamallapuram, the heritage town 
are some important places that can be visited conveniently, making Pondicherry 
the base. 

Chunnambar Backwater: Chunnambar Boat House is situated 8km from 
Pondicherry, along Cuddalore Main Road. This tropical paradise is a great place 
for relaxation. The beach at Chunnambar also known as Plage Paradiso, is 
located near the mouth of the backwater. The sand is pristine and the water, 
clean and clear. It's and ideal place for sun bathing and beach sports. If you take 
a short and pleasant cruise into the sea, you will be able to see playful dolphins 
in natural habitat. Chunnambar Beach and Backwater Resort has backwater boat 
tours, trekking and picnics on Paradise Beach. The resort offers various kinds of 
rental boats (speed, motor, sail, row paddled and paddled boat), beach volleyball 
and other beach sports. Seagulls, the multicuisine restaurant-bar specialises in 
Chinese and Tandoori food. The restaurant too has a view of the backwaters. It 
also serves food in the huts just outside the restaurant. You can also order a 
picnic lunch to the beach. xx 

Wildlife 

Ousteri Wetland and National Park: Ousteri Wetland and National Park are 
situated approximately 10 km from the town of Pondicherry on the main 
Pondicherry-Villuppuram Road. The entire wetland covers an area of around 390 
hectares and is geographically located in both Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu. It 
also has a large number of aquatic species and is essentially a bird sanctuary. 
There are several small herbs and huge trees present at this place that supports 
migratory avifauna and native birds. Ousteri Lake and Boat House are also 
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located at this site, which are visited by several tourists. The Ousteri Lake is one 
of the biggest lakes in the town, which is the major source of drinking water. This 
site is frequented by several tourists year-round, especially by those interested in 
watching birds and boating.xx 

Bharathi Park or Government Park (Place du Gouvernement): The Park 
located in the heart of Pondicherry, is one of the most beautiful public spots in 
town, with its lawns, flowers beds, fountains and shady trees. Around it stands 
many stately buildings: 

Aayi Mandapam (Water Monument): Situated in the centre of the park, this is a 
gleaming white monument built during the reign of Napoleon III, Emperor of 
France. The monument, built in Greco-Roman architecture, commemorates both 
the provision of good drinking water for the population and the good deed of 
Aayi, a 16th century lady some 300 years before. The Aayi Mandapam has 
become the unmistakable centre from which four lanes divide the Park in four 
almost equal parts. Some exquisitely carved monolithic pillars, brought to 
Pondicherry from the Gingee Fort after its capture in 1751, adorn the place. 

The Botanical Garden: The Botanical Garden is located south of the New Bus 
Stand. The Botanical Garden was opened in 1826. The gardens have a variety of 
rare and exotic plants, beautiful flowers, pruned trees, gravel lined paths, 
fountains and an aquarium. With over 1500 species of plants, this could actually 
be qualified as one of the best botanical garden in South India. The gardens also 
have a musical fountain which is active in the evening time during the week end. 
 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, located in the Bay of Bengal (east of the 
Indian mainland geographically), is a splendid tropical island outpost, belonging 
to India but closer to south east Asia. From being known as ‘Kalapani’ (Black 
waters) due to the atrocious history of the British Regime in India, to being known 
as one of the best tourist destinations of India, Andaman Islands have come a 
long way. They are no more being called by that name. These islands were once 
a hill range extending form Myanmar to Indonesia, but are now a group of 572 
near deserted islets(small islands), covered with lush forests and endless 
varieties of exotic flora and fauna. Incredible corals and marine life, crystal clear 
water and mangrove-lined creeks lure travellers to these picturesque islands. 
While the sandy beaches form as nesting homes to turtles, animals such as 
spotted deer, wild boar, gecko, crab-eating macaque and python can be spotted 
in the 86% area still covered by dense forests These islands were populated 
mainly by indigenous tribes until the beginning of the colonial rule, but the 
majority of the population now, comprise of mainland settlers who live in and 
around Port Blair, the capital of South Andaman. Even with tourist infrastructure 
developments, these islands still remain virgin in the sense of unpolluted natural 
beauty and unexplored marine life. There if you wish to visit these islands, you 
would have a good time there. 
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Islands 
The islands of Andaman and Nicobar are truly spectacular as the qualities 
possessed by them deserves some sincere appreciation. Eager holiday-makes 
assemble here from all over the world to experience the grandeur of mother 
natural at her very finest. As a matter of fact, the islands of Andaman and 
Nicobar actually are the chief tourist attractions. The most frequently visited 
islands in Andaman and Nicobar are mentioned in the list below:- 

The Jolly Island: Being situated in the Mahatma Gandhi Marine National Park, 
this island allows its visitors to witness the gorgeous corals and experience 
recreational activities like snorkeling. 

Chatham Island: Previously, this was one of the islands of Andaman and 
Nicobar that has the reputation of housing the hugest and most veteran saw mill 
found across the entire continent of Asia. In fact, the dilapidated saw mill can be 
approached by virtue of a bridge. 

Barren Island: This is also counted amongst the many islands at Andaman and 
Nicobar and is home to the solitary volcano in India that is active.  

Ross Island: This Island is blessed with a rich British heritage and houses a 
museum that displays snaps along with other crucial artifacts belonging to the 
British era. The name of the museum is 'Smritika'. 

Viper Island: The maiden jail was erected in this eventful island that has seen 
the ends of numerous convicts including Sher Ali who assassinated Lord Mayo, 
the Viceroy of India.xx 

 

Source: greenogreindia.org (Volcano in Barren Island, Andaman) 
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Wildlife 

When everything in Andaman and Nicobar is unique, how could wildlife remain 
behind? Andaman and Nicobar is home to some exclusive flora and fauna that 
stays hidden in the deep jungles of these islands or in the lagoons surrounding 
the islands. Andaman and Nicobar Islands are also a great place for all the 
enthusiastic bird watchers. The main attraction among birds definitely is the 
Nicobari Pigeon. 

Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve: Situated in The Great Nicobar Island, the 
biggest island of Nicobar group, the reserve covers an area of 885 sq. km, nearly 
85% of the total land area of Great Nicobar Island. It was declared as a Reserve 
in January of 1989. It incorporates two National parks of India namely Cambell 
Bay National Park on the northern part of the island and Galathea National Park 
on the southern part. The main attraction of the reserve are Nicobar scrubfowl, 
the Edible-nest Swiftlet, the Nicobar Long-tailed Macaque, saltwater crocodile, 
giant Leatherback Sea Turtle, Malayan box turtle, Nicobar tree shrew, reticulated 
python and the giant robber crab. 

Saddle Peak National Park: Saddle Peak National Park was started in 
Andaman district in the year 1979. It spreads on an area of 33sq.km. Situated 
just 5km from Diglipur, it is nearly 200km from Port Blair which is the 
administrative centre of Andaman and Nicobar Islands and also the nearest 
airport. The forest area of the islands is covered by thick tropical rain forests. The 
main vegetation is generally conducive to humid, warm and wet tropical climate. 
The main animal species in the park comprises Andaman wild pig, water monitor 
lizard, and salt water crocodile. The important birds found here are Andaman hill 
mynah and imperial pigeon. The best time to visit the park is between November 
and March. For accommodation, there are two rest houses inside the park. 

Mahatma Gandhi Marine National Park: Covering an area of 281sq.km, Marine 
National Park is just 20 km from the capital of Andaman and Nicobar Island, Port 
Blair. The park is spread over 15 islands of Labyrinth group of Islands towards 
the West Coast of south Andaman. Each Island has diverse flora and that 
comprises of moist deciduous evergreen forests and mangroves in small 
numbers. The island shores are nesting grounds for 5 different types of tropical 
sea turtles. The main attraction for most tourists to this park is the living coral 
reefs and colorful marine life. Water-monitor, lizard, wild boar, sea snakes are 
other animal species that are found here. December to April is the best months 
for visiting the park. 
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12.5 Check Your Progress 

 
1) Name any three popular beaches of Karnataka? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
2) Which Island in Karnataka is known as National Geological Monument? 
         
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
3) Name any two beaches in Goa? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
4) Name any three beaches in Andhra Pradesh? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
5) Name two sanctuaries in Karnataka? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
6) Name two sanctuaries/ National Parks in Andhra Pradesh? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
7) Name two waterfalls in Karnataka? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
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12.6 Summary 

In this unit we learned about natural fabric & beauty of the states of Kerala, Tamil 
nadu, Pondicherry & Andaman & Nicobar Islands. We learned that apart from the 
heritage, these places, are also blessed with bounties of nature such as 
beaches, backwaters, sanctuaries, national parks, forests, flora, fauna, 
waterfalls, eco-places and a lot of opportunities for nature, ecotourism & 
adventure tourism.  Kerala is a true paradise for tourist and home to various 
cultures, traditions and landscapes. A blend of ancient and modern world, Tamil 
Nadu offers you myriad of breathtaking sights including the natural beauty. A little 
piece of France in India, the former enclave of Pondicherry remains a pocket of 
Gallic charm. Once known as Kalapani – Black Waters – for their role as a feared 
penal settlement, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are now a relaxed tropical 
island outpost that belongs to India but is geographically closer to Southeast 
Asia. Superb, near-deserted beaches, incredible corals and marine life, an 
intriguing colonial past and the remnants of a Stone Age culture lure travellers to 
these mysterious islands, 1000km off the east coast of India in the Bay of 
Bengal. All these states provide enormous opportunities to tourists to experience 
beaches & nature. 
 

12.7 Clues to Answer 

Check Your Progress 
1. Refer  8.3 
2. Refer  8.3 
3. Refer  8.3 
4. Refer  8.3 
5. Refer  8.4 
6. Refer  8.4 
7. Refer  8.4 
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UNIT 13 
 CASE STUDY ON AJANTA CAVES 

 
STRUCTURE 
13.1 Objectives 
13.2 Introduction 
13.3 Ajanta Caves 
13.4 Issues related to Ajanta Caves Highlighted by various articles in the 
Newspapers 
13.5 Check Your Progress 
13.6 Summary 
13.7 Clues to Answer 
13.8 Glossary 

13.1 Objectives 

After going through the Unit 1 on Ajanta caves, you would be able to:  

 Understand the importance of Ajanta caves. 

 Architecture of Ajanta caves. 

 Understand the role of Heritage & Architecture in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of these caves. 

 To highlight the problems in protection & preservation of the caves. 
 

13.2 Introduction 

Unit 1 gives detailed information about Ajanta caves. And the various issues 
associated with these heritage sites. 

 
Ajanta caves (above) (Source-Archeological survey of India) 
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Ajanta, a UNESCO world heritage site, is famous for its Buddhist rock-cut cave 
temples and monasteries with their extraordinary wall paintings. The temples are 
hollowed out of granite cliffs on the inner side of a 20-meter ravine in the 
Wagurna River valley, 105 km northeast of Aurangabad, at a site of great scenic 
beauty. About 30 caves were excavated between the 1st century BCE and the 
7th century CE and are of two types, chaityas ("sanctuaries") and viharas 
("monasteries"). Although the sculpture, particularly the rich ornamentation of the 
chaitya pillars, is noteworthy, it is the fresco-type paintings that are the chief 
interest of Ajanta. These paintings depict colorful Buddhist legends and divinities 
with an exuberance and vitality that is unsurpassed in Indian art. 

 

13.3 Ajanta Caves 
The Ajanta Caves (75°40’ N; 20°30’ E) are situated at a distance of 107 km north 
of Aurangabad, the district headquarters. The caves attained the name from a 
nearby village named Ajanta located about 12 km. These caves were discovered 
by an Army Officer in the Madras Regiment of the British Army in 1819 during 
one of his hunting expeditions. Instantly the discovery became very famous and 
Ajanta attained a very important tourist destination in the world. The caves, 
famous for its murals, are the finest surviving examples of Indian art, particularly 
painting. 

 

Cave 10: façade, 2nd cent. BC; An inscription on the façade records the gift by one Vasithiputa 
Katahadi, Hinayana phase(Source-Archeological survey of India) 

These caves are excavated in horse–shoe shaped bend of rock surface nearly 
76 m in height overlooking a narrow stream known as Waghora. The location of 
this valley provided a calm and serene environment for the Buddhist monks who 
retreated at these secluded places during the rainy seasons. This retreat also 
provided them with enough time for furthering their religious pursuits through 
intellectual discourses for a considerably longer period. The caves were 
excavated in different periods (circa. 2nd century B.C. to 6th century A.D.) 
according to the necessity. Each cave was connected to the stream by a flight of 
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steps, which are now almost obliterated, albeit traces of some could be noticed at 
some places. In all, total 30 excavations were hewn out of rock which also 
include an unfinished one. Out of these, five (cave no. 9, 10, 19, 26, and 29) are 
chaityagrihas and the rest are viharas. In date and style also, these caves can be 
divided into two broad groups. The earliest excavations belong to the Hinayana 
phase of Buddhism of which similar examples could also be seen at Bhaja, 
Kondane, Pitalkhora, Nasik, etc. In total, 5 caves at Ajanta belong to this phase, 
viz., 9 & 10 which are chaityagrihas and 8, 12, 13, & 15A which are viharas. 
These caves are datable to the pre-Christian era, the earliest among them being 
Cave 10 dating from the second century B.C. The object of worship is a stupa 
here and these caves exhibit the imitation of wooden construction to the extent 
that the rafters and beams are also sculpted even though they are non-
functional. 

 

Cave 9: façade, side view, Hinayana phase (Source-Archeological survey of 
India) 

The addition of new excavations could be noticed again during the period of 
Vakatakas, the contemporaries of the Imperial Guptas. The caves were caused 
to be excavated by royal patronage and the feudatories under the Vakatakas as 
illustrated by the inscriptions found in the caves. Varahadeva, the minister of 
Vakataka king Harishena (A.D. 475-500) dedicated Cave 16 to the Buddhist 
Sangha while Cave 17 was the gift of a prince (who subjugated Asmaka) 
feudatory to the same king. The flurry of activities at Ajanta was between mid 5th 
century A.D. to mid 6th century A.D. However, Hieun Tsang, the famous Chinese 
traveller who visited India during the first half of 7th century A.D. has left a vivid 
and graphic description of the flourishing Buddhist establishment here even 
though he did not visit the caves. A solitary Rashtrakuta inscription in cave no. 26 
indicates its use during 8th – 9th centuries A.D. The second phase departs from 
the earlier one with the introduction of new pattern in layout as well as the 
centrality of Buddha image, both in sculpture as well as in paintings 
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Cave 2: Two yakshas, left chapel, Mahayana phase (Source-Archeological 
survey of India) 

The world famous paintings at Ajanta also fall into two broad phases. The earliest 
is noticed in the form of fragmentary specimens in cave nos. 9 & 10, which are 
datable to second century B.C. The headgear and other ornaments of the images 
in these paintings resemble the bas-relief sculpture of Sanchi and Bharhut. The 
second phase of paintings started around 5th – 6th centuries A.D. and continued 
for the next two centuries. The specimen of these exemplary paintings of 
Vakataka period could be noticed in cave nos. 1, 2, 16 and 17. The variation in 
style and execution in these paintings also are noticed, mainly due to different 
authors of them. A decline in the execution is also noticed in some paintings as 
indicated by some rigid, mechanical and lifeless figures of Buddha in some later 
period paintings. The main theme of the paintings is the depiction of various 
Jataka stories, different incidents associated with the life of Buddha, and the 
contemporary events and social life also. The ceiling decoration invariably 
consists of decorative patterns, geometrical as well as floral. 

 

Cave 17: Buddha, Maitreya, Yakshi couple, Mahayana phase 

(Source-Archeological survey of India) 
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The paintings were executed after elaborate preparation of the rock surface 
initially. The rock surface was left with chisel marks and grooves so that the layer 
applied over it can be held in an effective manner. The ground layer consists of a 
rough layer of ferruginous earth mixed with rock-grit or sand, vegetable fibres, 
paddy husk, grass and other fibrous material of organic origin on the rough 
surface of walls and ceilings. A second coat of mud and ferruginous earth mixed 
with fine rock-powder or sand and fine fibrous vegetable material was applied 
over the ground surface. Then the surface was finally finished with a thin coat of 
lime wash. Over this surface, outlines are drawn boldly, then the spaces are filled 
with requisite colours in different shades and tones to achieve the effect of 
rounded and plastic volumes. The colours and shades utilised also vary from red 
and yellow ochre, terra verte, to lime, kaolin, gypsum, lamp black and lapis lazuli. 
The chief binding material used here was glue. The paintings at Ajanta are not 
frescoes as they are painted with the aid of a binding agent, whereas in fresco 
the paintings are executed while the lime wash is still wet which, thereby acts as 
an intrinsic binding agent.xx 

At Ajanta, the paintings on the walls, illustrate the events in the life of prince 
Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism and in the more popular Jatakas 
stories pertaining to Buddha's previous incarnation. According to the older 
conceptions, the Buddha wrought many deeds of kindness and mercy in a long 
series of transmigration as a Bodhisattva, before achieving his final birth as the 
sage of sakyas. 

Incidentally they contain the scenes of semi-mythological history, the royal court 
and popular life of the ancient times, as told in romances and plays. Some 
pictures recall the Greek and Roman compositions and proportions, few late 
resemble to Chinese manners to some extent. But majority belongs to a phase, 
which is purely Indian, as they are found nowhere else. These monuments were 
constructed during two different periods of time separated by a long interval of 
four centuries. The older ones were the product of last to centuries before Christ 
and belong to Hinayana period of Buddhism in later part of 2nd century AD when 
Buddhism was divided into two sections, after the conduct of the fourth general 
council under another great king, Kanishka.xx 

About Caves 

 Phase I: Hinayana Phase- 2nd century BC to 1st century BC 

Caves 9 & 10: Chaitya Halls or shrines 

Caves 12 & 13: Viharas or monasteries 

In Hinayana phase Buddha is not represented in human form and 
was represented through symbols, jatakas stories and ritual 
mounds called stupas. The caves excavated during this period are 
dated to 2ndc.BCE-1stc.BCE which might be commissioned by 
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the rulers of the Satavahana dynasty. The caves that were 
excavated during this period are cave no 9,10,12,13 and 15 A. 

 Phase II: Mahayana Phase 5th century AD to 6th century AD 

Caves 19, 26 & 29: Chaitya Halls or shrines 

Caves 1-7, 11, 14-18, 20-25, 27 & 28: Viharas or monasteries 

In Mahayana Phase Buddha images were carved out and 
represented in human form. The caves excavated during this 
period can be dated to 5th - 6th c. CE.  The rest of the caves in 
Ajanta were excavated during this period under the patronage of 
Vakataka rulers whose inscriptions are found in these caves. 

 Unfinished Caves: 3, 5, 8, 23-25, 28 & 2     [ xx] 

 Type of  structure : Rock cut caves 

 Material used : Basalt 

 No. of caves :30 

The caves excavated comprise chaityagrihas (prayer halls) and viharas 
(monasteries for monks to live in). There are five chaityagrihas (9, 10, 19, 16 and 
29) while the rest of the caves are viharas in Ajanta. 

Murals: The paintings at Ajanta are tempera not fresco, which is a style of 
painting wherein the paintings were executed with the use of a binding medium 
of glue that is applied to a thin coat of dried lime wash. Before applying the glue 
there are two layers of plaster covering the hard and porous surface of the rock, 
the first layer applied to the rock surface is a rough thick layer of clay comprising 
cowdung, rock-grit, vegetable fibres, grass and other materials. The second layer 
was a finer coat consisting of sand, vegetable fibres, mud and powdered rock. 
The plaster was then levelled and polished with a trowel and when it was still 
wet, a fine coat of white lime was applied so that the plaster could take the lime.  
All this provided smooth surface for the lime wash on which paintings are 
executed. The colours used are red ochre, lamp black, lapis lazuli and terra verte 
etc. made from naturally available rocks. The traces of paintings can be seen in 
Cave no 1, 2, 9,10,16,17 and 18. 

Sculptural Art: In Ajanta the compositions sculpture blends with the murals. The 
sculptures were fully painted, Though most of the paint has disappeared. In early 
Hinayana period the Buddha, was worshiped in the form of the bodhi-tree and 
the feet of the Buddha, and not in the human form.Later in the Mahayana period 
the image of the Buddha came to be worshipped. In addition, the Bodhisattvas of 
the Mahayana pantheon came to be depicted as personifications of the virtues 
and power of the Buddha. Their successive incarnations, called Jatakas stories 
and incidents from the life of the Buddha were depicted with religious fervour and 
finesse.The creative period of Ajanta ended as mysteriously as it had begun. 
Some of the unfinished caves, which were quite obviously abandoned 
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unexpectedly, show that the evacuation took place over a comparatively short 
span of time. 

13.4 Issues related to Ajanta Caves Highlighted by 

various articles in the Newspapers 

Tourists damaging Ajanta caves (2006): Tourists will have to be regulated at 
the caves of Ajanta and Ellora if the heritage caves are to be preserved better. 
This is the recommendation of an international expert panel. After a two-day 
inspection, the four-member international expert panel of Japan Bank of 
International Cooperation (JBIC) prepared a list of urgent actions needed to be 
taken to conserve the second century BC caves better. "The tourists have to be 
regulated to preserve the caves better. The pressure, which originates mainly 
from mismanagement, has to reduce on these monuments to make any 
conservation plan work. The panel has given initial recommendations on creating 
a better tourist management plan. MTDC has already been briefed about it," said 
ASI Deputy Director General RK Sharma. The panel was "disappointed" to see 
no comprehensive action plan on preservation and management of the caves, 
sources revealed. It has now ordered the local authorities, including 
Archaeological Survey of India, Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation 
(MTDC) and the state government to prepare a comprehensive audio-visual 
conservation plan for the sites and submit the same to the panel. 

Activities will only be sanctioned after the plan is submitted. Apart from seepage 
and rock fall, even the lights installed inside the Ellora caves are damaging the 
sculptures and none will be allowed anymore, the action plan stated. Those 
already installed will have to be removed immediately, the panel claimed. The 
panel has also instructed the government to construct contour drains in all the 
caves of Ajanta, Ellora and Aurangabad by next monsoon to avoid seepage and 
further destruction of the sculptures during the monsoons. "The sculptures might 
suffer long-term damage from the lights - it should have been much softer. It was 
also aesthetically poor. All these will have to be removed and till further notice, 
no lights will be installed inside these caves," he claimed. The focus has been 
identified as tackling seepage and rock fall. "We have been told to start of the 
work of contour drains and they should be complete by this monsoon," Sharma 
added. The documentation will be done with the help of private agencies. "It is 
going to be a huge exercise. We are in the process of identifying the agency 
which will work with us," he added. A part of JBIC Ajanta project, the team 
comprising N Inaba from Japan, Christopher Young from UK, Graham Brooks 
from Australia and Rodolfo Lussane from Italy along with RK Sharma, deputy 
director general, ASI, has finalised a three-year master plan for the UNESCO 
heritage site.xx 

Build walls at Ajanta caves to prevent damage: GSI (2009): The Waghora 
river is causing damages to World Heritage sites-Ajanta and Ellora caves. To 
prevent this damage the Geological Survey of India (GSI) has suggested that 
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walls should be built at Ajanta caves. The suggestion is based on a study 
conducted from 2004-08 by the GSI. It also suggested construction of additional 
drains on the plateau over the caves to minimise seepage. The GSI submitted 
this report to the Archeological Survey of India (ASI). The GSI has also 
suggested several measures for conservation and preservation of Pitalkhora and 
Aurangabad caves. GSI Director General P M Tejale said that the GSI had 
identified causative factors for seepage and proposed measures like construction 
of drains for preservation of caves for a longer time. The GSI had been entrusted 
the responsibility of studying problems of rock fall, seepage, undercutting of 
caves and degradation of rock mass and pillars. A study of World Heritage sites-- 
Ajanta and Ellora -- revealed 393 and about 100 vulnerable spots respectively in 
both places. Of these, 91 at Ajanta were repaired. Specialised instruments like 
Laser scan study, Long range reflector less total survey station instruments were 
used for the study. The GSI team that mapped critical zones of cave components 
like ceiling, walls, floors and pillars recommended providing gabion, masonry 
walls and buttress for minimising erosion. It also suggested construction of 
additional drains on the plateau over the caves to minimise seepage.xx 

Popularity takes a toll on Ajanta (2011):The rush of too many eager visitors 
has damaged the World Heritage Ajanta cave paintings in Maharashtra, 
prompting remedial action by experts. There is always a rush to enter caves 
number one and two, near the main entry of the ancient Buddhist shrine which 
dates between the second century BC and fourth century AD. The entry to the 
caves is restricted to 40 people at a time, but often one can find more than a 100 
visitors within the premises - almost 2.5 times the allowed limit. 

 

(Source-Archeological survey of India) 

Above Mural: High noise levels have caused delicate pigments in the paintings 
to flake off. 

This results in a 6 to 7 per cent increase in relative humidity, Rajdeo Singh, an 
archaeological chemist with the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), noted in a 
study published in the journal, Current Science. The noise level mostly 
overshoots the recommended limit of 45- 55 decibels ( dB), hovering around 70-
75 dB, and at times spiralling up to 95 dB, congruent with the level of noise at a 
nightclub. This has caused the delicate pigments to detach and flake off, said 
Singh. The carbon dioxide content in the cave too is quite high, mainly due to 
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exhalation by visitors breathing fast after the climb required to reach the caves. 
The level recorded at 600 parts per million (ppm) on Monday evening when the 
caves were closed, shot up by 33 per cent on Tuesday following the entry of 
1400 visitors. High relative humidity could lead to a chemical reaction between 
the calcium carbonate of white pigments and carbon dioxide, forming 
bicarbonates, thus loosening grains from the paintings. More so when kaolin 
(China clay) had been used as white pigment, the study pointed out. In caves 
with paintings on mud plaster (that absorbs more humidity), the effects were 
more pronounced than in those on lime plaster, said Dr R K Sharma, former joint 
director general of ASI. Shellac resin varnishes applied in 1920 by Italian 
restorers have also hindered the breathability of the paint layer, Singh noted. The 
superimposed layers of dirt, dust, smoke, altered shellac, natural resins and 
some other chemicals restricted the breathability of the underlying painting 
surface, causing ridges, gaps, lacuna and peeling, besides hiding colour. ASI has 
taken up cleanup measures to reduce the thickness of the overlying layer to ease 
the painting surfaces so they could "breathe" naturally, officials said. Two 
causeways have been constructed to distribute the visitors to several caves and 
prevent the rush to the first two. Over the past few years ASI has also introduced 
crowd control, ultravioletfree lighting and heatless illumination with optical fibres, 
besides restoration.xx 

Maharashtra steps up conservation efforts to promote tourism (2011): ASI 
also collaborated with the Japanese government in this regard. The Maharashtra 
government has set aside a sum of Rs 1,000 crore to rectify the damage that has 
been caused to the 1500-year-old world famous Ajanta caves as it gears up to 
promote the state on India's tourist map. "The caves have been kept top most in 
the priority list. Colour fading and seepage of water through the walls are the 
major issues which we are looking into," Chief Minister Prithvi Raj Chavan told 
reporters visiting the state as part of a tour organised by the tourism department 
of Maharashtra. The Archeological Survey of India (ASI) has collaborated with 
the Japanese government in this regard. This second century BC Buddhist 
architecture comprising 30 caves was rediscovered by a British Army Officer 
John Smith in 1819. Out of the 30 caves, 12 have been closed down by ASI due 
to water leakage. Separate water channels have been created to divert the route 
of water and hence prevent it from damaging the paintings. "The leakage of 
water was a major issue some time ago but the problem has been resolved now. 
The ASI team has created separate pipes to divert the route of the leaking water 
thereby saving the antique wall paintings from decay," says MTDC Senior 
Regional manager Chandrashekhar Jaiswal. 

The installation of fibre optic lights has proved to be the most remarkable step till 
date to preserve the Buddhist paintings depicting the entire life of Lord Buddha. 
Perfect for light-sensitive exhibits, use of fibre optic lighting is harmless unlike 
traditional ultra-violet light.Furthermore, this improved lighting source also does 
not produce heat. This is mainly because the fibre optic lighting does not lead to 
changes in temperatures and thus does not lead to discoloration and fading. 
"Earlier normal lighting methods which were installed inside the caves resulted in 
the discolouration and melting of the texture of the paintings," says Abrar 
Hussain, a government approved tourist guide at the Ajanta caves. Private 
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vehicles have been banned within the periphery of about five kilometers. The 
Maharashtra Tourism and Development Centre (MTDC) has started eco-friendly 
CNG buses to carry tourists. The fair too has been kept nominal, ranging from Rs 
seven to Rs 15 for air conditioned and non-airconditioned buses respectively. 
"Buses running on CNG have reduced the pollution level within the range of five 
kms and thus has lowered the temperature," adds Hussain. Besides this, eateries 
which were set up there for the convinience of the tourists, have been shifted out 
of the five kilometre range in order to avoid unnecessary littering. "MTDC in 
collaboration with the Japanese Bank for International Co-operation (JBIC) is 
currently building a replica of the entire monument for further research on the 
caves and its history," adds Jaiswal.xx 

Damage to Ajanta, ASI to shut down caves for visitors (2012): In about a 
year's time visitors to the historic caves at Ajanta will have to satisfy themselves 
gaping at the replica of the ancient monuments as the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) prepares to shut down the four major caves at the historic site to 
tourists. The Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation is preparing to 
throw open the replica of the ancient caves by April next year. "The replica will be 
part of a major tourism complex which will have museums, mini-theatres and 
food courts," says Sanjay Dhekane, Manager, Maharashtra Tourism 
Development Corporation (MTDC) which is developing the project. The 
Maharashtra Government is spending Rs 90 crore on the project which is part of 
a major conservation exercise to preserve the caves, Dhekane said. Scientists 
from the Archaeological Survey of India have recommended the closure of the 
caves to the public because of the increase in carbon dioxide inside caused by 
the movement of people which damages the paintings. 

According to Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation, Ajanta and the 
Ellora Caves in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra receive nearly 4 lakh tourists 
every year, of which at least 10% are foreigners mainly from Buddhist-influenced 
countries like Japan, Korea and China. Maharashtra Tourism Development 
Corporation officials say attempts are being made to make the replicas look as 
close to the original caves as possible. These will be made using the same rock 
on which the original caves have been carved out of. Funding for the project is 
coming from Japan which has a programme to preserve Buddhist sculptures in 
different parts of India. Under the scheme of assistance from Japan a visitors 
centre is also being constructed at Ellora caves nearby, Maharashtra Tourism 
Development Corporation officials say.xx 

Ajanta Ellora paintings to be digitally revived (2013): Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) which has been involved in the restoration work of the historical 
Ajanta and Ellora caves in Aurangabad has decided to digitally reinstate the 
paintings that adorn the monuments. The magnificent paintings which have been 
a key attraction in Aurangabad for art lovers, historians and tourists from all over 
the world, have been losing their sheen and glory over the years owing to wear 
and tear. And this step is an effort to lend them immortality. The core 
responsibility has been handed over by the ASI to expert artist-sculptor-research 
photographer Prasad Pawar who had been trying to seek permission for the 
same since the past 20 years. V N Prabhakar, superintending archaeologist, ASI 
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informs, "Many institutions are involved in the restoration work of the Ajantha 
Ellora caves which is currently in progress. But Prasad is the only artist who 
approached us with the concept of a digital restoration for the paintings. 
Practically, it is not possible and permissible to complete the pictures in the 
caves so he started painting the missing patches on his digital canvas and the 
outcome was wonderful. Prasad was initially engaged in the documentation of 
the Ajanta paintings. Later, he developed an interest in the digital restoration of 
these paintings. He is a brilliant artist and his work on these paintings will prove 
to be a boon for the generations to come." "I had studied about the art works in 
Ajanta Ellora as an art student as it was a part of my curriculum. I was awed by 
the aesthetic beauty of these timeless paintings, but I was moved by the extent of 
damage that they had undergone over the years, which is also deteriorating their 
aesthetic value. Since then it had been a dream as an artist to associate myself 
in some way with the restoration of these paintings which I had been pursuing for 
the last two decades. Now that I've finally got an opportunity to do it, I am 
thankful to the Archaeological Survey of India which has stood by me," says 
Prasad. Explaining his perspective, Prasad says, "Every painting has a story 
behind it. Due to the fading colours most visitors are unable to comprehend the 
history behind the works. Restoring these stories with the use of digital canvas is 
one of my main objectives." Talking about the challenges, he adds, "Putting 
together the missing elements is most challenging; it needs a detailed study of 
the documented history behind the paintings, pigments, patterns and symmetry 
used in them which can be gauged from the remnants." The entire process is 
expected to take an approximate time period of six years for completion. Prasad, 
who plans to exhibit his work on electronic panels after it is complete says, "I 
want to create something which even time cannot erase!"xx 

Replica to greet tourists: 

 Scientists from the ASI have recommended the closure of the caves to 
the public because of the increase in carbon dioxide inside caused by the 
movement of people which damages the paintings 

 The Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation is preparing to throw 
open the replica of the ancient caves by April next year 

 Ajanta and the Ellora Caves in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra 
receive nearly 4 lakh tourists annually. 

An official involved with the implementation of the project said that the cave 
replicas will be a complete duplication of the original ones, including the 
constituents of rock that make up the caves. The reason for the deterioration of 
the existing caves is said to be increasing tourist traffic. The officials said that the 
project is being developed at about a 3km-radius away from the actual caves, 
keeping in mind environmental concerns. The project is being developed with a 
soft loan lent by Japan and is being constructed on 20,500sq m of land. “Most of 
the new activities will commence by August, except for the cave replicas 
themselves, which might be complete by March next year,” said an official from 
the state administration. Officials said that once the project is fully operational, it 
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is expected to be handed over to a private party based on a public-private 
participation (PPP) model to ensure proper maintenance.xx 

13.5 Check Your Progress 

 
1) How many caves are present in Ajanta & in how many phases were they 

built? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

2) What is the specialty of the murals of Ajanta caves? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3) What are the reasons which have lead to deterioration of the Ajanta 
caves? 

        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4) Suggest some steps which can improve the condition of Ajanta caves? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5) Why walls were built in Ajanta caves? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6) Ajanta painting symbolizes what? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

7) What steps are taken by ASI to protect monuments like Ajanta caves?         
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
     

8) Name famous two churches present in Goa? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

13.6 Summary 

AJANTA is world's greatest historical monument recognised by UNESCO located 
just 55kms from Jalgaon city and 105kms from Aurangabad City of Maharashtra, 
India. There are 30       caves in Ajanta of which 9, 10, 19, 26 and 29 are chaitya-
grihas and the rest are monasteries. These caves were discovered in AD 1819 
and were built up in the earlier 2nd century BC-AD. Most of the paintings in 
Ajanta are right from 2nd century BC-AD and some of them about the fifth 
century AD and continued for the next two centuries. All paintings shows heavy 
religious influence and centre around Buddha, Bodhisattvas, incidents from the 
life of Buddha and the Jatakas. The paintings are executed on a ground of mud-
plaster in the tempera technique. 
There are a number of issues related with the protection & preservation of these 
caves. 

13.7 Clues to Answer 

17. Refer Sec 13.3 
18. Refer Sec 13.3 
19. Refer Sec 13.4 
20. Refer Sec 13.4 
21. Refer Sec 13.4 
22. Refer Sec 13.4 
23. Refer Sec 13.4 
24. Refer Sec 13.4 

 

13.8 Glossary 
 

 SWOT Analysis - stands for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats 
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 PESTLE/PESTEL:  Political, Economic, Socio-Cultural, Technological, 
Legal, Environmental.  

 Hinayana sect- Hinayana "Lesser Vehicle" and dates back to around 500 
BCE, making it one of the oldest forms of Buddhism still in existence. It 
can still be found in Sri Lanka and some areas of Southeast Asia. 
Hinayana Buddhism focuses on monasticism and the struggle to achieve 
a saintly life. It is because it is focused on this, rather than on attaining 
complete enlightenment and Buddhood it is called the "Lesser Vehicle." 

 Mahayana sect- Mahayana Buddhism developed out of the Theravada 
School, but adherents regard Theravada to actually be a part of Hinayana 
Buddhism. Mahayana means "Greater Vehicle" and they follow additional 
scriptures not accepted by Hinayana Buddhists.Mahayana is not a sect or 
a denomination as it is a vision of what Buddhism is all about 

 Mural- A mural is any piece of artwork painted or applied directly on a 
wall, ceiling or other large permanent surface. 

 Sculpture- The art or practice of shaping figures or designs in the round 
or in relief, as by chiseling marble, modeling clay, or casting in metal. 
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UNIT14 
 CASE STUDY ON TIRUPATI BALA JI 

STRUCTURE 
14.1 Objectives 
14.2 Introduction 
14.3 Tirupati Bala Ji 
14.4 Education and Research (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)) 
14.5 Brahmotsavam 
14.6 Issues related to Tirupati Bala Ji 
14.7 Check Your Progress 
14.8 Summary 
14.9 Clues to Answer 

 

14.1 Objectives 
After going through the Unit 14 on Tirupati Bala Ji, you would be able to:  

 Understand the importance of Tirupati Bala Ji. 

 Architecture of Tirupati Bala Ji. 

 Understand the role of Heritage & Architecture in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of the temple. 

 To highlight the issues related to this temple. 

 To know the grand history of this temple. 
 

14.2 Introduction 
 
Tirupati Temple is one of the most visited pilgrimage centers of India. People 
come to the temple to worship Venkateswara, or Srinivasa or Balaji, 
incarnation of Vishnu, one of the trinities of Indian mythology. The shrine is 
located on the Seven Hills of the Eastern Ghats in Tirupati, in the Chittoor district 
of Andhra Pradesh. The architecture of the main temple of Tirupati Temple is 
glorious and magnificent. The Vimana constructed over the sanctum and the 
Dhwajasthambam are gold plated. The temple received patronage from the 
Pallavas, Pandyas, Cholas, Vijayanagar rulers and later on by the Mysore king. 
 
The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) looks after the maintenance and 
administration of the temple. Apart from it the committee has to look after the 
welfare of the pilgrims, and sponsor several religious, charitable, social and 
educational institutions. The Tirupati Temple has been mentioned in the sacred 
Puranas. There are 108 holy temples in the Sri Vaishnavite tradition (Sri 
Vaishnava Divya Desams), Tirupati Temple is one among them. Krishna Deva 
Raya of the Vijayanagar Kingdom came to the temple 7 times to worship the 
Lord. The Venkatesa Itihasa Mala and the Varaha Purana features a number of 
legends associated with the temple. Tirupati Temple is said to be the richest 
Indian temple. Every day more than fifty thousand pilgrims come to the Sri 
Venkateswara Temple. To manage the huge rush in the temple, the temple 
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committee permits the pilgrims to enter through the Vaikuntam Queue Complex, 
which is a series of halls leading to the temple. 
 

14.3 Tirupati Bala Ji 
 
The world famous Tirumala Temple is located in the hill town of Tirumala in 
Tirupati, Chittoor District. Tirupati is famous for Sri Venkateswara Swamy temple 
dedicated to Lord Venkateswara. It is around 600 km (370 mi) from Hyderabad, 
138 km (86 mi) from Chennai and 291 km (181 mi) from Bangalore. Tiru means 
'Holy' or 'Sacred' and mala means hills/mountain in Dravidian languages. 
Therefore it translates as Holy mountains. The Tirumala Hill is 853m above sea 
level and is about 10.33 square miles (27 km2) in area. It comprises seven 
peaks, representing the seven heads of Adisesha, thus earning the name 
Seshachalam. The seven peaks are called Seshadri, Neeladri, Garudadri, 
Anjanadri, Vrushabhadri, Narayanadri, and Venkatadri. The temple is on 
Venkatadri (also known as Venkatachala or Venkata Hill), the seventh peak, and 
is also known as the "Temple of Seven Hills". The presiding deity of the temple is 
Lord Venkateswara, a form of the Hindu god Vishnu. Venkateswara is known by 
other names: Balaji, Govinda, and Srinivasa. The temple lies on the southern 
banks of Sri Swami Pushkarini, a holy water tank. The temple complex 
comprises a traditional temple building, with a number of modern queue and 
pilgrim lodging sites. The temple is the richest pilgrimage center, after the Sree 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, of any faith (at 
more than INR 50,000 crore) and the most-visited place of worship in the world. 
The temple is visited by about 50,000 to 100,000 pilgrims daily (30 to 40 million 
people annually on average), while on special occasions and festivals, like the 
annual Brahmotsavam, the number of pilgrims shoots up to 500,000, making it 
the most-visited holy place in the world. 

 
Above: Tirupati Balaji Temple (source- imagesnoise.com) 

There are several legends associated with the manifestation of the Lord in 
Tirumala. According to one legend, the temple has a murti (deity) of Lord 
Venkateswara, which it is believed shall remain here for the entire duration of the 
present Kali Yuga. 
 
Medieval history: Tirumala was under the rule of the Vijayanagara emperors, 
during which time the temple's assets were accumulated. Coronation ceremonies 
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of the emperors were also held at Tirupati. In 1517 Krishnadevaraya, on one of 
his many visits to the temple, donated gold and jewels. It enabled the Vimana 
(inner shrine) and the roofing to be plated with gold. The Maratha general 
Raghoji Bhonsle set up a permanent administration for the conduct of worship in 
the temple. The rulers of Mysore and Gadwal endowed large gifts to the temple. 
 

 
Above picture: Image of Tirupati Balaji (source- traveldealsfinder.com) 

 
The Pallavas of Kanchipuram (9th century AD), the Cholas of Tanjore (10th 
century), and Vijayanagara pradhans (14th and 15th centuries) were committed 
devotees of Lord Venkateswara. During the invasion of Srirangam by Malik Kafur 
in 1310-11 AD, the Ranga Mandapam of the temple served as the shelter for the 
presiding deity of Srirangam, Ranganatha Swamy. Later, under the rule of the 
Vijayanagara emperors, was when the temple gained most of its current wealth 
and size, with the donation of diamonds and gold. In 1517 Vijayanagara ruler Sri 
Krishna Deva Raya, on one of his many visits to the temple, donated gold and 
jewels, enabling the Vimana (inner shrine) roofing to be gilded. Statues of Sri 
Krishna Deva Raya and his spouse stand in the premises of the temple. After the 
decline of Vijayanagara Empire, kings from states such as Mysore and Gadwal 
worshiped as pilgrims and gave ornaments and valuables to the temple. Maratha 
general Raghoji I Bhonsle (died 1755) visited the temple and set up a permanent 
administration for the conduct of worship in the temple. There is an idol of Raja 
Todar Mal who was the revenue minister of Akbar, greeting pilgrims in the 
premises of the temple. 
 
Modern history: In 1843, with the coming of the Madras Presidency, the 
administration of the Sri Venkateswara Temple and a number of shrines was 
entrusted to Seva Dossji of the Hathiramji Mutt at Tirumala as Vicaranakarta for 
nearly a century until the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) was established 
as a result of the TTD Act in 1932. After independence Andhra state was created 
on linguistic grounds, wherein Tirupati which had and still has a majority of 
Telugu speaking population was assigned by Govt. of India, integrating it as part 
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of Andhra. TTD is operated by a Board of Trustees that has increased in size 
from five (1951) to fifteen (1987) through the adoption of Acts. The daily 
operation and management of TTD is the responsibility of an executive officer 
who is appointed by the government of Andhra Pradesh. The temple attracts 
approximately 75,000 pilgrims every day. The annual budget, estimated at Rs 10 
billion in 2008, runs charitable trusts whose funds are derived from the budget 
and donations from the devotees. 
 
Facilities offered by Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD): TTD provides 
various services for pilgrims to Tirumala and Tirupati. It has arranged for buses 
between Tirumala and Tirupati with a frequency of every 2 minutes. Also, it has 
package tours to holy temples and religious sites from Tirumala and Tirupati to 
nearby places. TTD has free and paid accommodation in Tirumala and Tirupati. It 
provides free meals, although donors can make a contribution. The canteen has 
a capacity to feed 20,000 pilgrims a day. It is also providing free mineral water 
through pipe lines and banned use of plastic bottles. It has built the Vaikuntam 
Queue Complex and recently rolled out the queue management system to 
ensure smooth movement of pilgrims. It maintains the walkway between Tirupati 
and Tirumala (Alipiri route) and Kalyana Katta where pilgrims fulfill their vow of 
tonsure. TTD ensures that the practices of Angapradakshinam, Tulabharam 
(offering of one's weight in coins or food item) and Niluvudopidi (offering 
ornaments to Lord) is carried in the temple. It sells prasadams outside the temple 
on the north west corner. Laddu (small and big), Vada, rice varieties and dosa 
are sold. Also, Seva and darshan prasadam are distributed here.Only Laddu and 
Vada prasadams are sold, rice varieties and dosas are not sold but distributed . It 
runs Information centers in the major towns and cities of Andhra Pradesh and in 
major Indian cities including New Delhi, Chennai, Bangalore, Mumbai and 
Kolkata. It has constructed 125 Kalyana mandapams (marriage halls) in major 
towns and cities of Andhra Pradesh. Such Kalyana Mantapams are built and 
operated even inseveral foreign countries for benefit of Indians. These are rented 
to people for Marriage or other major functions. Temples of Balaji are also built 
abroad by the TTD. 
 
 TTD has various schemes where devotees can fund part of the spending 
on social causes. 

 Sri Venkateswara Jalanidhi Scheme: "Provide water for pilgrims" usage 

 Sri Venkateswara Pranadana Trust: Provide free medical treatment to 
poor patients afflicted with life-threatening diseases 

 Sri Venkateswara Nitya Laddu Danam Scheme: Provide free laddu (25 
g) to all pilgrims 

 Sri Padmavathi Ammavari Nitya Annaprasadam Scheme: Provide free 
prasadam to pilgrims at Sri Padmavathi Temple 

 Sri Venkateswara Vanabhivruddhi Scheme: Protect and maintain 
ecological balance in Tirumala hills 

 Sri Balaji Institute of Surgery, Research and Rehabilitation for the 
Disabled (BIRRD) Scheme: Provide medical services at no charge along 
with distribution of artificial limbs, calipers and aids along with other 
hospitals and dispensaries like Central Hospital,S V Poor home,Free 
dispensary,Tiruchanoor and Aswini Hospital, Tirumala are rendering 
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medical services for the employee working in the same trust and pilgrims 
visiting the pilgrimage. 

 Sri Balaji Arogyavaraprasadini Scheme: Medical services at Sri 
Venkateswara Institute of Medical Sciences (SVIMS) for poor people 

 Sri Venkateswara Gosamrakshana Trust: Protection of Cow, a sacred 
animal in Hinduism 

 Sri Venkateshwara Balamandir Trust Scheme: Home for Orphans and 
destitutes 

 Sri Venkateswara Information Technology Seva Trust: Provide IT enabled 
services to general public 

 Sri Venkateswara Heritage Preservation Trust: Preservation of 
temples and religious symbols 
 

Minimum donation for schemes is Rs. 1000 and multiples thereof. The donation 
can be made by cheque or demand draft drawn on scheduled bank in the name 
of 'The Executive Officer, name of scheme '. The cheque/demand draft has to be 
sent to ' The Secretary, <name of scheme>, Office of the Chief Engineer, TTD, 
Tirupati 517 501. 
 
Donor benefits: High value donors are classified under 3 categories and TTD 
provides uniform privileges to these donors. In addition, there might be privileges 
specific to each of the above schemes. 
 
Rs 10 Lakhs and above: 3 Days accommodation in VIP Suite for family (5 or 
less) and admission for Archananantara Darsanam three times for a family (5 or 
less) in a year. 20 small laddus, 10 mahaprasadam packets and one vastra 
bahumanam once a year. One gold coin (5 g) and gold coated silver medallion 
during the first visit. The privileges apply during the lifetime of the donor or 20 
years in case of companies. Income tax benefit is applicable under Indian law for 
these donations 
 
Rs 5 Lakhs to Rs 10 Lakhs: 3 Days accommodation for ARP/VIP Suite for 
family (5 or less) and admission for darshan (Cellar Vaikuntam) three times for a 
family (5 or less) in a year. 10 small laddus, 5 mahaprasadam packets and one 
vastra bahumanam once a year. One gold coin (5 g) and gold coated silver 
medallion during the first visit. The privileges apply during the lifetime of the 
donor or 20 years in case of companies. Income tax benefit is applicable under 
Indian law for these donations 
 
Rs 1 Lakh to Rs 5 Lakhs: 1 Day accommodation for ARP/VIP Suite for family (5 
or less) and admission for darshan (Cellar Vaikuntam) for a family (5 or less) 
once in a year. 6 small laddus and one vastra bahumanam once a year. The 
privileges apply during the lifetime of the donor or 20 years in case of companies. 
 
Cottages donation: TTD constructs cottages, guest houses, and choultries in 
Tirumala and donors can donate for the same. Enquiry needs to be made in 
Tirumala Information Center about current projects. TTD is accepting donations 
for building choultries in Tirupati under the Sri Sreenivasam Complex Donation 
Scheme. Apart from the common benefits mentioned above for the appropriate 
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sum, the donor can stay for 30 days in a calendar year (not exceeding 10 days at 
a time). A tablet with the donor's name and place is mentioned in front of the 
cottage. Donations are not entitled to income tax exemption. The privileges apply 
during the lifetime of the donor or 20 years in case of companies.For information 
related to the schemes, the website of TTD can also be visited. 
 
Vimanam: The vimanam is a monumental tower with a golden roof. Its inner 
temple or vimanam houses the main deity, Lord Sri Venkateswara. The deity 
stands directly beneath a gilt dome called the Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana. This 
exquisitely wrought deity, called the Mulaberam, is believed to be self-
manifested, and no human being is known to have installed it in the shrine. The 
Lord wears a gold crown with a large emerald embedded in the front. On special 
occasions, he is adorned with a diamond crown. The Lord has a thick double 
tilaka drawn on his forehead, which screens his eyes. His ears are decorated 
with golden earrings. His right hand is raised in a fist, which is decorated with a 
gem-set chakra; the left fist contains a Shankha (conch shell). The front right 
hand has its fingers pointing to his feet. His front left hand is akimbo. His body is 
dressed with yellow clothing tied with gold string and a gold belt with gold bells. 
He has a yajnopavita (sacred thread) flowing down crosswise from his left 
shoulder. He bears Sri Lakshmi Devi on his right chest and Sri Padmavathi Devi 
on his left chest. His feet are covered with gold frames and decked with gold 
anklets. A curved gold belt encompasses his legs. The Ananda Nilaya Divya 
Vimana was covered with gilt copper plates and surmounted with a golden vase 
in the 13th century, during the reign of the Vijayanagara king Yadava Raya.The 
ancient and sacred temple of Sri Venkateswara is located on the seventh peak, 
Venkatachala (Venkata Hill) of the Tirupati Hill, and lies on the southern banks of 
Sri Swami Pushkarini. 

 
Image: Vimanam, Tirupati Balaji temple 

It is by the Lord’s presidency over Venkatachala, that He has received the 
appellation, Venkateswara (Lord of the Venkata Hill). He is also called the Lord of 
the Seven Hills. The temple of Sri Venkateswara has acquired unique sanctity in 
Indian religious lore. The Sastras, Puranas, Sthala Mahatyams and Alwar hymns 
unequivocally declare that, in the Kali Yuga, one can attain mukti, only by 
worshipping Venkata Nayaka or Sri Venkateswara. The benefits acquired by a 
piligrimage to Venkatachala are mentioned in the Rig Veda and Asthadasa 
Puranas. In these epics, Sri Venkateswara is described as the great bestower of 
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boons. There are several legends associated with the manifestation of the Lord 
at Tirumala. The temple has its origins in Vaishnavism, an ancient sect which 
advocates the principles of equality and love, and prohibits animal sacrifice. 

 
Bangaru Vakili: From the Tirumamani Mandapam, one can enter the Bangaru 
Vakili (Golden Corridor in Telugu) to reach the inner sanctum sanctorum. There 
are two tall copper images of the dwarapalakas Jaya and Vijaya on either side of 
the door. The thick wooden door is covered with gilt plates depicting the 
dasavataram of Sri Maha Vishnu. The doorway is directly in line with the Padi 
Kavali and the Vendi Vakili(Silver Corridor in Telugu). It admits pilgrims to the 
Snapana Mandapam.Suprabhatam is sung in front of this door. 
 
Garbha Griha: The Garbha Griha or sanctum is where the idol of Lord Sri 
Venkateswara is placed. The idol stands majestically in the Garbha Griha, 
directly beneath a gilt-dome called the "Ananda Nilaya Divya Vimana". This idol, 
called the Mulaberam, is believed to be self-manifested. As there is no known 
sculptor possessing the capability to sculpt idols of god so proportionately. 
Further, no human being is known to have installed it in the shrine. The idol of 
the Lord wears a gold crown (Kiritam), which has a large emerald embedded on 
its front. On special occasions, it is replaced with a diamond kiritam. On the 
forehead of the idol, two thick patchs of tilak drawn with refined camphor, almost 
covers the eyes of the idol. In between the two white patches is a Kasturitilakam. 
Golden makara kundalas hang to the ears of the idol. The palm of its raised right 
hand is embedded with a gem-set Sudershana Chakra, and the left palm with the 
Holy Cone. The slightly outstretched front right hand, has its fingers pointing 
toward the feet, as if Lord is the only recourse to his devotees to dissolve in him 
and enjoy eternal bliss. The akimbo of the front left hand implies lord's protection 
to devotees, and to show that the Samsara Sagara (Ocean of Life) is never 
deeper than to hip's height, if they seek his refuge. The body of the Idol is spun 
with a Gold-stringed-Pitambaram, with a belt of golden-bells. The idol is 
decorated with precious ornaments. It has a Umbilical Chord flowing down, cross 
from the left shoulder. It bears Goddess Lakshmi on the right chest and Sri 
Padmavathi Devi on the left. Nagaabharanam ornaments are on both of the idol's 
shoulders.The lotus feet are covered with gold frames and decked with clinging 
gold anklets. A strong curved belt of gold encompasses the legs. During 
Abhishekam, we can have darshan of Goddess Lakshmi. The Ananda Nilaya 
Divya Vimana was covered with gilt copper plates and covered with a golden 
vase, in the thirteenth century, during the reign of the Vijayanagara king, Yadava 
Raya.Pilgrims are not allowed to enter the Garbha Gruha (beyond Kulasekhara 
padi (path)). 
 

14.4 Education and Research (Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) 
TTD runs separate degree colleges, junior colleges and high schools for boys 
and girls, in and around Tirupati. It started with the establishment of Hindu High 
School in Vellore by Hathiramjee Mutt. TTD also runs a prestigious college in 
India's capital. 
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 Professional Colleges  

o SV Ayurvedic College, Tirupati 
o SPW Polytechnic, Tirupati 
o SV Yoga Institute, Tirupati 
o SV College of Music and Dance, Tirupati 

 Oriental Colleges  
o SV Oriental College, Tirupati 
o SVVVS College, Secunderabad 

 Degree Colleges  
o Sri Venkateswara College, New Delhi 
o SV Arts college, Tirupati 
o SPW College, Tirupati 
o Sri Govindaraja Swami Arts College, Tirupati 

 Junior Colleges  
o SV Junior College, Tirupati 
o SPW Junior College, Tirupati 

 High Schools  
o SV Higher Secondary School, Vellore 
o SV High School, Tirupati 
o SP Girls High School, Tirupati 
o SGS High School, Tirupati 
o SV Oriental High School, Tirupati 
o SKRS (EM) High School, Tirupati 
o SV High School, Tirumala 

 Elementary Schools  
o SV Elementary School, Tirupati 
o SKS Elementary School, Thatithopu 
o SV Elementary School, Tirumala 
o SV Elementary School, Tirumala 

Library and Research Centre 

Sri Venkateswara Central Library and Research Centre (SVCLRC), established 
by TTD in 1993, houses approximately 40,000 volumes of rare and valuable 
books, mainly on religion and philosophy. The Research Wing works towards 
studying and publishing material related to Hindu religion, produce authentic 
papers on original Sanskrit texts and provide translations of major Hindu works in 
regional languages, Hindi and English. 

Promotion of Hindi Language 

 
Dharma Prachara Parishad: Established to propagate the Hindu dharma. DPP 
maintains two Veda Patasalas, one at Dharmagiri in Tirumala and the other at 
Keesaragutta, Ranga Reddy district. DPP distributes selected reading materials 
and conducts an Epics Study examination for school-going children throughout 
Andhra Pradesh 
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Annamacharya Project: Established in 1978 with a view to propagate the tatwa 
and mahatwa of Lord Sri Venkateswara by 3 means: train musicians, research 
and publication and recording and sale of kirtans. 
 
Dasa Sahitya Project: Propagates and popularises the literature of the saint 
composers of Karnataka, popularly known as Karnataka Haridasas, who 
enriched Kannada religious literature with their hymns 
 
Alwar Divya Prabhanda Project: Started in 1991, the project aims popularise 
the life and works of the twelve Alwars and other Acharya Purushas who belongs 
to Srivaishnava Cult. 
 
Sri Venkateswara Veda Recording Project: TTD has taken up the gigantic 
project of recording the rendering of Vedas available today, for posterity as the 
number of preceptors who can render the different sakhas of the vedas has 
dwindled. 
Sri Venkateswara Video Audio Recording Project: Established in 1990, the 
project supports all TTD activities related to recording. 
 
Sri Venkateswara Institute of Traditional Sculpture and Architecture: 
Preserve and promote the age-old cultural heritage of India, in the areas of 
traditional sculpture and architecture. The institute offers 2 courses of four years 
each and has 20 students enrolled into each programme. 
 
Temple Renovation and Reconstruction: The Renovation sub-division of TTD 
was established to restore Hindu sculpture and architecture according to the 
Silpa Agama Sastra. It safeguards and promotes ancient Hindu architecture. 
 

14.5 Brahmotsavam 
 
It is believed that Lord Sri Venkateswara enjoys festivals (utsavams), and 
therefore, every moment in Tirumala is considered a festive occasion. The most 
important festival is the Brahmotsavam.  
Tirumala Brahmotsavam is an annual festival at Tirumala Lord Venkateswara 
Temple celebrated for nine days in the months of September and October. The 
celebration attracts pilgrims and tourists from all parts of India and across the 
world. 
The main activities carried out during Brahmotsavam: 
 
1. Aalaya Suddhi-Before the commencement of Brahmotsavam, the temple of 

Lord Sri Venkateswara is cleaned according to the guidelines given in the 
religious texts. The temple premises and its surroundings are decorated with 
flowers and mango leaves. This process is called Aalaya Suddhi and 
Alankaram (decoration). 
 

2. Mritsangrahanam - Mritsangrahanam (the process of collecting earth) is 
carried out on the day prior to the first day of Brahmotsavam. The temple 
officials pray to deities like Vishvaksena, Anantha, Sudarshana and Garuda. 
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They also pray to Mother Earth and collect a small quantity of earth, with 
which the Ankurarpanam ritual is conducted, by which the earth is spread in a 
room and nine kinds of cereals are sown in it. 
 

3. Dwajarohanam and Devatavanam - Dwajarohanam (hoisting the flag or 
garudadhwaja) signals the start of the Brahmotsavam. It is carried out at the 
Dwajasthambham, near the Nadimi Padi Kavili inside the temple complex. 
The temple officials hoist the flag (with a picture of Garuda on it) to the 
chanting of Vedic mantras by the temple priests.It is believed that Garuda 
goes to Devalokam to invite Gods like Brahma, Indra, Yama, Agni, Kubera 
and Vayudeva and sages like Vasistha and Vishwamitra. 
 

4. Vahana Seva -The Lord is taken in a procession around the streets of 
Tirumala on different vahanas (vehicles). Each vahana has its own 
significance, and conveys the Lord’s message in its own way. 

5. Srivari Koluvu- During Brahmotsavam, the Lord holds court in the main 
temple, after being taken around in a procession. The temple priests perform 
Naivedyam during this time. 
 

6. Snapanam- Snapanam (also called the Utsavananthara Snapanam) is the 
process of bathing the Lord with herbal water after the procession. It is 
believed to relieve the strain the Lord has undergone during the procession. 
 

7. Choornabhishekam- Choornabhishekam involves bathing the lord and his 
consorts after anointing them with sandalwood powder. This is done on the 
morning of the ninth day of the Brahmotsavam. The Lord is then taken in a 
procession around the streets of Tirumala. The temple priests distribute the 
sandalwood powder used for the Lord to devotees. It is believed that the 
sandalwood powder has the power of clearing obstacles from one's path. 
 

8. Chakrasnanam -The Chakrasnanam ritual is akin to the bathing ritual after 
the performance of a yagna. On the morning of the last day of 
Brahmotsavam, the Lord, his consorts and Sri Sudarshanachakram are 
bathed in the Swami Pushkarini.Devotees can also bathe in the Swami 
Pushkarini, along with Sri Sudarshanachakram. It is considered to be a very 
sacred ritual, and devotees participate in this ritual, irrespective of religion, 
caste or creed.  
 

9. Devatodwasanam - On the last day of Brahmotsavam, the ritual of seeing off 
the rishis and Gods to Devalokam is called Devatodwasanam. It is performed 
after the daily archana. Lord Brahma is praised for organising the utsavam, 
and He is honoured by the temple priests and officials. 
 

10. Dwajavarohanam - Dwajavarohanam or lowering the flag (hoisted on the 
first day of Brahmotsavam) is carried out on the evening of the last day of 
Brahmotsavam. 
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14.6 Issues related to Tirupati Bala Ji 
 
Controversies stain Tirupati Temple Board (August 18, 2010): Hopping from 
one controversy to another, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam is facing serious 
allegations over irregularities in sale of tickets for paid rituals and 'missing' 
antique jewelry, offered to Lord Venkateswara, the presiding deity of the famous 
temple. Though the Andhra Pradesh government did take action over the 
allegations against TTD (the body that administers the highly-revered shrine), the 
sentiments of the devotees apparently remain unassuaged and opposition 
parties are up in arms against the temple administration. Telugu Desam Chief N 
Chandrababu Naidu, Praja Rajyam President and Tirupati MLA Chiranjeevi have 
trekked up to Tirumala, the abode of Lord Venkateswara, to highlight the hurt 
feelings of the worshippers from Tirupati. 
 
Naidu and TDP leaders recently held a massive sit-in in front of the 
administrative building of the TTD at Tirupati, demanding that the government 
constitute a new board with god-fearing persons and those with a spiritual bent of 
mind. The Telugu Desam chief alleged that TTD Board Chairman D K 
Adikesavulu Naidu is a liquor baron and an 'atheist' who had scant regard for the 
sentiments of the devotees. In addition to opposition, some regional TV channels 
have been running a campaign for 'cleansing' the temple brass. For long, there 
have been allegations that PAs of some of the TTD board members took 
advantage of the darshan tickets available under personal quota of the members 
and sold them in the black market at exorbitant rates to visiting pilgrims. The 
state government has ordered a probe by vigilance and enforcement department 
into allegations of sale of 'Arjitha Seva' (paid rituals) and the report was 
submitted recently. Another controversy sparked off over allegedly missing 
ornaments offered to the Lord by Vijayanagara emperor Sri Krishnadevaraya 
about 500 years ago. It is believed that Sri Krishnadevaraya had made large 
offerings during seven trips to the hill  shrine in the 16th century. There were 
fears that the jewels of immense antique value, offered by him, were either 
melted or lost over years. TTD Executive Officer I Y R Krishna Rao, however, 
said all the ornaments offered to the temple are intact and accounted for but 
there was no record or document in the ancient times about which ornament was 
donated by whom. Some ornaments were melted in the 1950s for the gold-
plating of the temple tower, he said. The temple administration has been 
maintaining a fool-proof inventory system and records of all the precious 
ornaments adorning the Lord, he said. 
 
An archaeology expert would be appointed to help the board in identifying the 
ornaments of the Sri Krishnadevaraya period and for a complete and careful 
study of inscriptions, palm and copper plate documents of that time, he said. He 
said the Wadhwa committee and the Justice Jagannatha Rao commission, which 
verified the inventory books and ornament registers, have expressed satisfaction 
over the fool-proof system being followed by the TTD. The state government has 
also accepted the report of the Jagannatha Rao commission report. Responding 
to the allegations against the TTD, Andhra Pradesh Endowments Minister Gade 
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Venkata Reddy said the government would take prompt action against anyone 
found guilty. 
 
"We have ordered probe by vigilance over the allegations of sale of Arjitha seva 
tickets. Government has nothing to hide. We have put official reports for debate 
earlier and we will do so in future also. There is no question of sparing anyone 
found guilty," he told PTI. The campaign conducted in TV channels and other 
media reports cannot be clarified on a daily basis, he said.  
 
Tirupati: Gold plating of richest temple shelved (May 10, 2011): Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) on Tuesday told the Supreme Court that it has 
shelved the controversial decision on gold plating of the sanctum sanctorum of 
the shrine of Lord Venkateswara at Tirupati, the world's richest temple. The 
decision to reconsider the move was taken in deference to the sentiments 
expressed by thousands of devotees and the Andhra Pradesh High Court's 
judgement quashing the earlier resolution passed by the TTD for the gold plating 
exercise, the board told the apex court. The TTD said it had no powers to carry 
out the exercise of drilling thousands of holes in the inner recess adorning the 
deities in view of the restrictions imposed by Section 2(a) of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. 

 
 
By a resolution dated September 20, 2008, the TTD decided to carry out gold 
plating of the temple's sanctum sanctorum, which was fiercely opposed by 
several devotees on the ground that it was not only against scriptural tenets but 
posed a grave threat to the 11th century shrine. A bench of justices G S Singhvi 
and A K Ganguly, which recorded the undertaking made by counsel Sridhar 
Potaraju, directed the Board not to take any decision on gold plating without prior 
permission of the apex court. 
 
Tirupati: Money, property, land scams hit Tirumala (March 29, 2012): Money, 
land, property scams hit the shrine hilltop of Tirupati where thousands of pilgrims 
visit Balaji Temple every day. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) landed in a 
new controversy when some shocking facts have been reveled by media reports. 
According to the rules and regulations, private property concept does not exist in 
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Tirumala as all pilgrims are equal in the eyes of the Lord and all land and 
property belongs to the Lord. TTD controls everything in Tirumala and visitors 
have to stay in guest houses or in lodgings which would be allocated to them by 
TTD. But what about the VIPs and VVIPs who frequently visit Tirupati? According 
to a report published in the Times of India, the richie rich people build luxury 
guest houses and donate them to TTD in the name of pilgrim service. But in 
name, the TTD controls these luxury guest houses and makes room allotments. 
However, in reality the guest houses are controlled by the big industrialists and 
companies who build them. T Suryanarayana Rao - former director general of 
Andhra Pradesh police and president of Tirumala Tirupati Samrakshana Samithi 
(TTSS) has been quoted as saying, "This is nothing but a luxury pad culture. 
Resorts have been built on the hilltop with no consideration that it is a hilltop that 
has limited land." Meanwhile, a senior IAS officer also commented, "There is no 
need to construct any new buildings as cottages, guest houses and dormitories 
atop Tirumala can easily accommodate 40,000 pilgrims a day. Building more 
accommodation means getting more pilgrims to Tirumala and putting more 
pressure for darshan." People were shocked and surprised after realising the fact 
that how people (pilgrims) are being discriminated over their money and wealth 
power even in the place of Lord Balaji where everyone is believed to be equal. 
The daily also quoted Parvatha Rao, former TTD legal counsel as saying, 
"Money, clout and fame is enough, the TTD will roll out a red carpet for you. TTD 
must realize that Tirumala is not a tourist spot but a place of worship. 
 
Bogus devotees donate 100 kg gold to Tirupati Balaji Temple (April 3, 
2012): Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), the richest temple body in the 
world with annual earnings to the tune of Rs 700 crore found itself in a piquant 
situation after having discovered that some of those who donated gold for the 
fantasy gold plating 'Ananda Nilayam-Anantha Swarnamayam' project turned out 
to be bogus, as reported by the Times of India. Earlier, after the Supreme Court 
had stayed the project, TTD started sending out letters to donors asking whether 
they intended to take back the gold or wanted to use it for other schemes of TTD. 
Most interestingly, TTD found that some of the addresses of the donors were 
non-existent. A senior official from TTD said that "We were perplexed as in some 
cases, the addresses were fictitious though gold was donated in their names." 
Meanwhile, TTD is in a fix on what to do with the gold of the bogus donors as 
over 100 kg of it has been donated to TTD kitty for the gold plating project so far. 
Official of TTD has confirmed that gold is in the safe custody of treasury. The 
Supreme Court had ordered Tirupati that no further work could be taken up till 
further order. The direction of the Supreme Court comes after a petition was filed 
by the Janata Party leader, Subramanian Swamy, alleging that former TTD 
chairman DK Adikesavulu Naidu (DK) was the brain behind the controversial 
project, who appealed to the SC to direct the temple authorities to continue the 
project. Moreover, the Andhra Pradesh High Court stayed the gold plating works 
as it could pose a serious threat to the centuries-old inscriptions and weaken the 
Tirumala temple structure. Even the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) told the 
high court that the proposed gold plating of the walls of the temple could damage 
the inscriptions which should be preserved for posterity. 
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Tirupati temple sells hair online, makes profit of Rs 61 crore (June 22, 
2012): The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) marked an outstanding profit 
of Rs 61.72 crore after it sold human hair weighing 89.41 tonnes through an e-
auction. As per the instruction of KS Srinivasa Raju, TTD Joint Executive Officer, 
the hairs were segregated into varieties depending on the length and put up for 
e-auction, out of which 89,413 tonnes went for bidding. The bidding fetched the 
TTD an astounding amount of Rs 2.11 lakh. The hair varying between 16 to 30 
inches put up for e-auction fetched the TTD an amount of Rs 53.54 cr at a 
bidding price of Rs 18,700 per kilo, while the hair varying between 10 to 15 
inches earned a remarkable profit of Rs 6.18 cr. The variety of hair ranging from 
5 to 9 inches in size fetched Rs 93.57 lakh. The last variety of hair, which is less 
than 5 cm in size fetched Rs 40 lakh to the TTD, while, the grey hair fetched 
them Rs 65.18 lakh.  
 
India's richest temple Tirupati Balaji risks collapse due to soil erosion (July 
3 2012): India's richest temple, the famous Tirupati Balaji, risks collapse due to 
soil erosion on the slippery slopes of the beautiful Tirumala Hills overlooking the 
holy town of Tirupati, says a report by the Geological Survey of India. The GSI 
report says that the idyllic Tirumala hill is weakening due to rampant soil erosion. 
The GSI report has been given to the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam board. The 
report says, the soil beneath the Balaji temple is slowly losing its grip. GSI and a 
team of researchers from IIT Chennai had conducted a soil test in the month of 
January and came to the conclusion that due to change in water condition, the 
soil was weakening. To prevent another incident like the Srikalahasti temple 
where the entire Rajagopuram of the 500-year-old temple in Chittoor had 
collapsed, TTD swung into action and assigned the task of further soil test and 
suggesting ways and means for its preservation to a private company which has 
started its work. The ancient and sacred temple of Sri Venkateswara is located 
on the seventh peak of the Tirupati Hill, and lies on the southern banks of Sri 
Swami Pushkarini what is known popularly today as Tirupati Balaji Temple. The 
main temple complex of temple houses the awe inspiring idol of the Lord of the 
Seven Hills and is worshipped by millions of devotees all over the world. 
Devotees from all over the world flock to the temple in large numbers throughout 
the year and make handsome offerings in cash, gold and silver, making it the 
richest temple in India.xx 
 
Non-Hindus to sign faith form to enter Tirumala temple in Andhra Pradesh 
(July 27, 2012): The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), which manages the 
affairs of the country's richest temple of Tirumala in Andhra Pradesh, has now 
banned the entry of all non-Hindus into the temple, if they do not declare their 
faith in Lord Venkateshwara, the presiding deity. The decision was taken by the 
TTD at a meeting on Thursday, apparently in the wake of recent controversy over 
the entry of YSR Congress Party president Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, a devout 
Christian, into the Tirumala temple without bothering to sign the register declaring 
his faith in the Lord despite repeated appeals by the temple authorities. Jagan's 
indifferent attitude in respecting the tradition has raised a lot of heat and dust in 
political and religious circles and the TTD authorities had to face the wrath of 
Hindu organisations, besides political parties for allowing a Christian into the 
temple, in spite of he deliberately flouting the traditions. According to TTD joint 
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executive officer K S Srinivasa Raju, non-Hindus must necessarily sign the 
declaration form at the Vaikuntam queue complex before having the darshan of 
the Lord. Though the practice had been in vogue for several decades, it was only 
followed as a tradition and not a rule by only those who volunteered to give the 
declaration. Now, the TTD authorities have made it compulsory as per the 
government order (GO MS No. 311 of AP Revenue Endowments-1) under Rule 
no. 16. "It is now a mandatory rule for all those belonging to various faiths other 
than Hinduism to sign a declaration form before entering the hill temple stating 
that they have faith in the presiding deity," Raju said. For the convenience of 
devotees, the declaration forms would be available at all sub-enquiry offices, 
besides the Peshkar and JEO's office. The TTD also took a serious note of the 
attempts by certain people representing evangelist organisations to propagate 
Christianity on the Tirumala hills. Last week, the TTD vigilance authorities caught 
red-handed three TTD employees who were in possession of literature, CDs and 
pictures pertaining to Christianity. The employees were found to be clandestinely 
propagating Christianity among the pilgrims coming from different parts of the 
country. The TTD authorities transferred them to the head office in the Tirupati 
down the sacred hills. In the last one week, the TTD authorities made extensive 
study of the background of the people working on the Tirumala hills in various 
capacities. It is learnt that at least 100 persons, including a few employees and 
contract workers of the TTD, were from other religions. A few months ago, the 
TTD authorities caught three hotel workers staying in staff quarters right behind 
the temple having pictures and literature belonging to other religions. They were 
arrested and sacked from the jobs. "We will take serious action against those 
indulging in preaching of other religions on Tirumala hills. Right now, the 
vigilance authorities are making thorough searches to weed out the people of 
other faiths on the hills," TTD executive officer L V Subrahmanyam said. 
 

 

14.7 Check Your Progress 
 
1) Tirupati Balaji Temple received patronage from which dynasties in primitive 

times? 
        
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
2) What Tirumala means? 

        
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
3) What are the various Facilities offered by Tirumala Tirupati 

Devasthanams? 
   

……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4) Name any five schemes offered by TTD where devotees can fund part of 

the spending on social causes? 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
5) What is Brahmotsavam?    

………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6) What are the various issues that stain Tirupati Temple Board & what is the 
solution for it?        
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

7) What are the steps which can improve the overall governance of Tirupati 
Temple? 
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
8) "This is nothing but a luxury pad culture. Resorts have been built on the 

hilltop with no consideration that it is a hilltop that has limited land." 
Explain the statement assigning suitable reasons? 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

14.8 Summary 

In this unit we learned about the religious significance of tripati temple & why it is the 
most visited temple in India.. People come to the temple to worship Venkateswara, or 
Srinivasa or Balaji, incarnation of Vishnu, one of the trinities of Indian mythology. The 
shrine is located on the Seven Hills of the Eastern Ghats in Tirupati, in the Chittoor 
district of Andhra Pradesh. The architecture of the main temple of Tirupati Temple is 
glorious and magnificent. The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) looks after the 
maintenance and administration of the temple. Apart from it the committee has to look 
after the welfare of the pilgrims, and sponsor several religious, charitable, social and 
educational institutions. But, still there are certain religious, social, cultural, economic & 
environmental issues which should be looked into, so that the spirit of lord Venkateswara 
never diminishes. And ethical practices should be followed in management & governance 
of the temple to further enhance the never ending faith of Tirupati Balaji. 
 

 

14.9 Clues to Answer 

Refer Sec 14.2 

Refer Sec 14.3 

Refer Sec 14.3 

Refer Sec 14.3 

Refer Sec 14.3 

Refer Sec 14.5 
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Refer Sec 14.6 

Refer Sec 14.6 

Refer Sec 14.6 

References  

 http://www.mapsofindia.com/andhra-pradesh/tourism/tirupati-temple.html 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirumala_Tirupati_Devasthanams 

 http://www.aptourism.in/index.php/k2-separator/k2/item/37-

tirupatitemple#.UTASO8p37Ec 

 http://www.tirumala.org/utsavams.htm 

 http://www.rediff.com/news/report/controversies-stain-tirupati-temple-

board/20100818.htm 

 (rediff.com) 

 http://ibnlive.in.com/news/tirupati-gold-plating-of-richest-temple-

shelved/151879-3.html 

 (PTI) 

 http://news.oneindia.in/2012/03/29/tirupati-money-property-land-scams-hit-

tirumala.html 

 http://news.oneindia.in/2012/04/03/bogus-devotees-donate-100-kg-gold-to-

tirupati.html 

 http://news.oneindia.in/2012/06/22/tirupati-temple-sells-hair-online-makes-

profit-rs-61-cr-1022803.html 

 http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/india-richest-temple-tirupati-balaji-

risks-collapse-soil-erosion-16817.html 

 

 http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/non-hindus-to-sign-faith-form-to-enter-

tirumala-temple-in-andhra-pradesh/1/210621.html (A Srinivasa Rao   |   Mail 

Today  |   Hyderabad, July 27, 2012) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mapsofindia.com/andhra-pradesh/tourism/tirupati-temple.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirumala_Tirupati_Devasthanams
http://www.aptourism.in/index.php/k2-separator/k2/item/37-tirupatitemple#.UTASO8p37Ec
http://www.aptourism.in/index.php/k2-separator/k2/item/37-tirupatitemple#.UTASO8p37Ec
http://www.tirumala.org/utsavams.htm
http://www.rediff.com/news/report/controversies-stain-tirupati-temple-board/20100818.htm
http://www.rediff.com/news/report/controversies-stain-tirupati-temple-board/20100818.htm
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/tirupati-gold-plating-of-richest-temple-shelved/151879-3.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/tirupati-gold-plating-of-richest-temple-shelved/151879-3.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/03/29/tirupati-money-property-land-scams-hit-tirumala.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/03/29/tirupati-money-property-land-scams-hit-tirumala.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/04/03/bogus-devotees-donate-100-kg-gold-to-tirupati.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/04/03/bogus-devotees-donate-100-kg-gold-to-tirupati.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/06/22/tirupati-temple-sells-hair-online-makes-profit-rs-61-cr-1022803.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/06/22/tirupati-temple-sells-hair-online-makes-profit-rs-61-cr-1022803.html
http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/india-richest-temple-tirupati-balaji-risks-collapse-soil-erosion-16817.html
http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/india-richest-temple-tirupati-balaji-risks-collapse-soil-erosion-16817.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/non-hindus-to-sign-faith-form-to-enter-tirumala-temple-in-andhra-pradesh/1/210621.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/non-hindus-to-sign-faith-form-to-enter-tirumala-temple-in-andhra-pradesh/1/210621.html


TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  342 
 

                                                                                                                                

UNIT-15 CASE STUDY ON MAHABALI PURAM 

STRUCTURE 
15.1 Objectives 
15.2 Introduction  
15.3 Mahabalipuram 
15.4 Cave temples & Monolithic temples  
15.5 Structural temples & Excavated remains  
15.6 Mamallapuram Dance Festival 
15.7 Check Your Progress 
15.8 Summary 
15.9 Clues to Answer 
15.10 Glossary 

 

15.1   Objectives 
Mamallapuram (Mahabalipuram) is Tamil Nadu’s only true travellers’ enclave, a 
mix of sun, seafood and sand with a dash of seediness thrown in. But it’s much 
more than that. Famous for its ancient rock carvings, especially the Shore 
Temple, it was once the second capital and seaport of the Pallava kings of 
Kanchipuram. This group of sanctuaries, founded by the Pallava kings, was 
carved out of rock along the Coromandel Coast in the 7th and 8th centuries. It is 
known especially for its rathas (temples in the form of chariots), mandapas (cave 
sanctuaries), giant open-air reliefs such as the famous 'Descent of the Ganges', 
and the temple of Rivage, with thousands of sculptures to the glory of Shiva. 
 

 
Source: chennaibest.com (Mahabalipuram) 

 
After going through the Unit 15 on Mahabalipuram, you would be able to:  

 Understand the importance of Mahabalipuram. 

 Architecture of Mahabalipuram. 

 Understand the role of Heritage & Architecture in tourism. 

 Understand the significance of Mahabalipuram. 

 To highlight the issues related to this place. 

 To know the grand history of Mahabalipuram. 
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15.2 Introduction 
Mahabalipuram is pre-eminently testimony to the Pallavas civilization of south-
east India. The sanctuary, known especially for its rathas (temples in the form of 
chariots), mandapas (cave sanctuaries), and giant open-air reliefs, is one of the 
major centres of the cult of Siva. The influence of the sculptures of 
Mahabalipuram, characterized by the softness and supple mass of their 
modelling, spread widely (Cambodia, Annam, Java). 
 

 
Source: art-and-archaeology.com (Arjuna Ratha at Mahabalipuram) 

Founded in the 7th century by the Pallavas sovereigns south of Madras, the 
harbour of Mahabalipuram traded with the distant kingdoms of South-East Asia: 
Kambuja (Cambodia) and Shrivijaya (Malaysia, Sumatra, Java) and with the 
empire of Champa (Annam). But the fame of its role as a harbour has been 
transferred to its rock sanctuaries and Brahmin temples which were constructed 
or decorated at Mahabalipuram between 630 and 728. Most of the monuments, 
like the rock-cut rathas, sculptured scenes on open rocks like Arjuna's penance, 
the caves of Govardhanadhari and Ahishasuramardini, and the Jala-Sayana 
Perumal temple (the sleeping Mahavishnu or Chakrin at the rear part of the 
Shore temple complex) are attributed to the period of Narasimhavarman I 
Mamalla. 
The monuments may be subdivided into five categories: 

 Ratha temples in the form of processional chariots, monolithic 
constructions cut into the residual blocks of diorite which emerge from the 
sand. The five ratha of the south, which are the most famous, date to the 
reign of Naharasimhavarman Mamalla (630-68), the great Pallavas king 
(the Cholas texts, moreover, call the city Mamallapuram). 

 mandapas, or rock sanctuaries modelled as rooms covered with bas-
reliefs (the mandapa of Varaha, representing the acts of this avatar of 
Vishnu; the mandapa of the Five Pandavas and, especially, the mandapa 
of Krishna and the mandapa of Mahishasuramardini). 
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 Rock reliefs in the open air illustrate a popular episode in the 

iconography of Siva, that of the Descent of the Ganges. The wise King 
Baghirata having begged him to do so, Siva ordered the Ganges to 
descend to Earth and to nourish the world. The sculptors used the natural 
fissure dividing the cliff to suggest this cosmic event to which a swarming 
crowd of gods, goddesses, mythical beings (Kinnara, Gandherya, Apsara, 
Gana, Naga and Nagini), wild and domestic animals bear witness. 

 Temples built from cut stone, like the Temple of Rivage, which was 
constructed under King Rajasimha Narasimavarmn II (695-722), with its 
high-stepped pyramidal tower and thousands of sculptures dedicated to 
the glory of Siva. 

 monolithic rathas, from single- to triple-storeyed, display a variety of 
architectural forms, while the Dharmaraja, Arjuna and Draupadi rathas 
are square in plan, the Bhima and Ganesa rathas rectangular, and the 
Sahadeva ratha apsidal. Structural architecture was introduced on a 
grand scale by Pallava Rajasimha (700-28), culminating in the erection of 
the Shore Temple. 
 

Another piece of architectural beauty is the Shore temple, standing against the 
background of the deep blue waters of the ocean. It belongs to a period when the 
constructional style of the Pallavas was at its peak in its decorative beauty and 
intrinsic quality. This building has become eroded by the corrosive action of 
seawater and air and the sculptures have become indistinct. 
 

 

15.3 Mahabalipuram 
Mamallapuram, the city of Mamalla, is after the title of great Pallava ruler 
Narasimhavarman-I (AD 630-68). It was a sea-port during the time of Periplus 
(1st century AD) and Ptolemy (AD 140) and many Indian colonists sailed to 
South-East Asia through this port town. While there is some evidence of 
architectural activity going back to the period of Mahendravarman-I (AD 600-30), 
the father of Mamalla, most of the monuments like rock-cut rathas, sculptured 
scenes on open rocks like Arjuna's penance, the caves of Govardhanadhari and 
Mahishasuramardini, the Jala-Sayana Perumal temple (the sleeping Mahavishnu 
or Chakrin at the rear part of the Shore temple complex) are attributed to the 
period of Narasimhavarman-I Mamalla. 
 
Of the nine monolithic temples found in Mahabalipuram, the most important are 
Five Rathas known after the famous five Pandava brothers of the Mahabharata 
fame. These monuments are carved out a single rock with choice of all known 
forms of plan and elevations. While the Dharmaraja, Arjuna and Draupadi rathas 
are square on plan, the Bhima and Ganesa rathas are rectangular and Sahadeva 
ratha apsidal. The Draupadi ratha is a simple hut like kutagara shrine while the 
Arjuna ratha is a dvitala vimana with a mukhamandapa. The Bhima ratha is 
rectangular on plan with a salakara wagon-vaulted roof. The Dharmaraja ratha is 
a tritala vimana having functional shrines at all the talas. The Nakula-Sahadeva 
ratha with an apsidal plan and elevation indicate the experimental tendency of 
the architect. 
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Source: chennaibest.com (Mahabalipuram) 

Though monolithic sculpturing, both cut-in and cut-out, continued even during 
later periods (Atiranachanda cave, Pidari rathas and Tiger-cave), the structural 
architecture was introduced on a grand scale by Pallava Rajasimha (AD 700-28), 
culminating in erection of the world famous Shore temple. The Shore temple is a 
complex of three temples, viz, Rajasimhesvara (a small tritala vimana facing 
west), the Kshatriyasimhesvara (the larger east facing vimana) and Nripatisimha 
Pallava Vishnugriha (an east facing, oblong, flat-roofed mandapa shrine) housing 
the reclining Vishnu. These shrines are enclosed by two prakara walls with 
openings constructed in later times. The inner surface of prakara walls once 
contained panel sculptures which are worn out now. The notable cave temples 
here are the Varaha mandapa, Mahisamardini mandapa, Paramesvara 
Mahavaraha Vishnugriha (Adivaraha cave). These are in the Mamalla style while 
the Adiranchanda caves temples belong to the Mahendra period. The caves here 
were once plastered and painted as indicated by the remains. After Rajasimha, 
there is lull in the architectural activity of the place, save a few additions during 
late-Pallava and Chola times. The grandiose Vijayanagara phase here is 
represented by the Raja Gopurams and the Sthala-Sayana temple, juxtaposed to 
the carved boulder of Arjuna's penance. Recent excavations to the north and 
south of the Shore Temple have revealed rock-cut figures representing religious 
themes of period prior to the construction to the temple. Besides, a monolithic 
Bhuvaraha, a reclining image of Vishnu, the base of Durga shrine with deer and 
a square socket possibly to accommodate mahastambha have also been 
exposed. To the south of the Shore Temple was exposed a stepped ghat facing 
the sea. 

 
Source: en.wikipedia.org (Picturesque view of rathas at Mamallapuram) 
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15.4 Cave temples & Monolithic temples 
 
Varaha cave: The mandapa in the front has two lion- pillars and two pilasters, 
and beyond this in the centre, the cell is guarded by two dwarapalas. There are 
four panels on the walls of front mandapa representing Varaha raising goddess 
earth from the ocean. (Bhuvaraha panel), Gajalakshmi seated on lotus and 
bathed by elephants, Durga with four arms and Trivikrama overcoming the 
demon king Bali. The delineation and modelling of the figures are remarkable. 

Mahishamardini cave: The cave has a front mandapa with a triple cell with four 
pillars and two pilasters. On either side of this mandapa two large panels one 
representing Seshasayi Vishnu and other Mahishamardhini. The central cell is 
intended for a Siva Linga; on the wall behind is the representation of 
Somaskanda. 

Dharmaraja Mandapa: The triple celled cave temple with massive pillars 
belongs to Mahendravarman’s time. The cave temple contains inscription in 
Pallava grantha which gives the name of the temple as Atyantakama 
Pallavesvara -griham 

Panchapandava mandapa: A large cave temple of which only six lion pillars and 
similar pilasters at either end are finished. The brackets above the capitals of 
these pillars are decorated with lions and griffins with human riders. The pillars 
and Pilasters with vyala base mounted on square pitha Kotikal Mandapa is a 
small primitive rock cut temple of Mahendra style devoted to Durga. The façade 
shows two massive pillars and pilasters at either side end. In the centre of the 
back wall a cell has been cut and is guarded by female door keepers on either 
side of the entrance. There is an inscription with 7th century letters-Sri 
Vamankusa. 

Koneri Mandapa: An unfinished five celled rock cut temple with four pillars 
supported by couchant lions and flanked by pilasters and with a central cell. 

Trimurthi cave: A Triple celled temple with superstructure is believed to be 
dedicated to Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, the three gods of the Hindu pantheon. 
The entrance of each cell is flanked by dvarapalas in narrow panels. 

The Monolithic temples 

There are about nine monolithic temples at Mahabalipuram. They are the unique 
contribution of the Pallavas to Indian Art. The monolithic temples are called 
locally as Ratha (Chariot) as they resemble the processional chariots of a temple. 
The Five rathas, the best of all monolithic temples, are hewn out of a huge 
boulder. Temples of different plan and elevation have been carved and the left 
over portions were intelligently used to carve animals in a natural way. The 
naming of these ratha, after Pandavas and their wife, the heroes of epic 
Mahabharata, is simply a local tradition.  



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  347 
 

                                                                                                                                

Dharma raja ratha: Among the Five rathas, Dharmaraja ratha is the most 
impressive and sculpturally rich. The tritala (three storeyed) vimana, square in its 
talas but octagonal in the griva sikhara region, faces west.The sculptures around 
the sanctum in the corner blocks depict simple forms of Siva, Harihara, Brahma-
Sasta, Brahma, a delicately balanced representation of Ardhanarisvara besides a 
portrait of a king, possibly Narasimhavarman I himself above which his titles Sri 
Megha and Trailokiya –vardhana-vidhi are inscribed. The upper floors, a veritable 
gallery of images, have excellently modelled images of Siva as Gangadara, the 
earliest representation of Siva as Natesa in the Tamil country, Vrishbantika, 
Kankalamurti, Vishnu resting on Garuda, and Kaliyamardhana. An inscription 
gives the name of the sanctum in the uppermost tier as Atyantakama 
Pallavesvaram, Atyantakama being a title of Paramesvaravarman I. 

Bhima Ratha: This monolithic ratha is oblong in plan and having an ekatala 
vimana possibly intended to be dedicated to the reclining form of Vishnu. Only 
the impressive Sala -Sikhara is fully finished and there is a hara above the 
ground storey and has high griva wall. The Sala roof carries bold nasikas to carry 
a row of Stupis and Astradeva trident-finials at the apexes of gable ends. The 
gable ends is brilliantly relieved with decorative motifs and at the centre is a 
miniature model of a square, ekatala shrine with circular and crowning stupi.  

Arjuna Ratha: This monolithic Vimana is one among five that carved out of a live 
rock. This small dvi-tala (two tiered) vimana consists, on plan a garbhagriha with 
a pillared Mukhamandapa. It shares an Upa Pitha with Draupathi ratha. The 
adhisthana is of simple Padabandha type. The pada portion has slit-niches 
between elegantly carved pillars carrying very handsome figures of Parthiharas, 
Amaras, a Siddha, a Chowri bearer, apsaras, and various deities like Vishnu, 
Skanda on elephant and Siva-Vrishabhantika. The upper tala (Storey) carries a 
hara with octagonal sikhara. There is a stupi carved out of the live rock but not 
detached from it, possibly to crown the Sikhara of the Vimana.  

Draupathi Ratha: This is the smallest and the northern most of five monolithic 
rathas. It illustrates a simple hut-like Kutagara-Vimana. It shares an upapitha with 
Arjuna ratha. In elevation, the vimana has a simple padabandha adhisthana. The 
pada portion has devakoshtas containing images of Durga. The usual kapota is 
not to be seen. The roof, shaped like a hut with decorative motif in the joints. 
There is stupi carved out of the bedrock in a corner of the upapitha but yet to be 
detached from it. The sanctum bears an excellent depiction of Durga, possibly of 
later period.  

Sahdeva Ratha: This monolithic ratha has an apsidal (Gajapriishta) plan from 
base to sikhara, recalling the earlier chaitya models. It is carried out of an 
independent boulder, stands near the Arjuna ratha and faces south. It has a 
dvitala vimana (two storeyed). The adhistana of this vimana is not defined. The 
pada is simple punctuated by pilasters. There is a mukha- mandapa in the 
front. The other monolithic temples worth mentioning are Ganesha ratha and 
Pidari ratha. 
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Arjuna Penance: Arjuna’s penance is an impressive bas-relief, datable to 
Narasimhavarman I’s period, suggestively depicts the story of Kiratarjuniya, 
wherein Arjuna, the great warrior hero of the Mahabharata, obtained the all-
pervading Pasupatha weapon from Siva after a gruelling fight and severe 
penance. Siva and an emaciated Arjuna, doing penance, are shown prominently 
at the centre. The artist has excelled in imagination by placing the scene by the 
side of a river, judiciously suggesting the natural cleft as a river by depicting a 
naga and nagini. The peace and calm of the situation further enhanced by the 
presence of Chandra, Surya, Kinnaras, Ghandarvas, Apsaras etc., hunters 
carrying the hunt, host of animals, sages doing penance in front of a temple and 
Brahmins doing the mid-day rituals. The deer resting at ease by the side of a lion 
and the rats frolicking around the wily cat doing penance on hind legs have only 
enhances the mood. Depicting the animals in the most natural form and in right 
proportion is a testimony to the skilful execution by the artist. 

Govardhanadhari Panal: The huge bas-relief with a hall (mandapa) of 16th 
century added in front depicts the story of Krishna lifting the Govardhana hill to 
protect the cowherds and the cattle from the storm raised by Indra. The central 
figure of Krishna, with Balarama by his side, is shown lifting the hill with his little 
finger. Enjoying the divine protection, the rest are carrying on their business as 
usual. The artist suggests this by depicting a gopa (cowherd) milking a cow while 
the cow itself is fondly licking its calf. Another cowherd is seen playing a flute 
while the gopis carry a pile of pots. A woodcutter strolls with an axe. While one 
child enjoys the warmth of her mother, another takes a ride over the shoulder of 
an old man. The hill itself is a habitat for lions, griffins and sphinxes. This is the 
best representation of this story in the art of India.  

 

15.5 Structural temples & Excavated remains 
 
Structural temples: Among the structural temples, the Shore temple consisting 
of two graceful Siva temples – Kshatryasimhesvaram (east) and 
Rajasimhesvaram (west), built by Pallava King Rajasimha (AD 700-728), mark 
the culmination of the architectural efforts begun with the carving of monolithic 
rathas. The western shrine has an outer wall (prakara) and a simple entrance 
tower (gopura). The elevation is gracefully proportioned. Located in between is 
an earlier shrine for reclining Vishnu (Narapatisimha Pallavagriham). It has no 
superstructure. All the names of these shrines represent Rajasimha’s various 
titles. The outer enclosure with nandis is of later period. Fully aware of inherent 
problems of this scenic location, the architects built the temple on a rock outcrop 
jutting from the sea. The use of hard stones like granite and leptinite, could not 
stop the erosion by abrasive wind and salty surroundings. The groyne wall, the 
plantation and periodic extraction of salt in recent times have checked this effect. 
The outcrop itself was utilized for carving several masterpieces like the 
excavated miniature shrine, Bhuvaraha image, Vishnu shrine, and the 
Mahishamardhini shrine with the beautifully carved deer. 
Other structural temples worth mentioning are the Mukundanayanar and 
Olakkanesvara temples.xx 
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Excavated Remains: Sustained removal of the sand in the last century brought 
to light several buried structures around the Shore temple. Unique among them 
is the early Pallava stepped structure, approximately 200 m long. This structure 
is running north to south parallel to the sea. The exact purpose of this massive 
edifice is still uncertain. The steps are built of interlocking granite slabs over a 
laterite core. The intelligent interlocking method used here prevented the slabs 
from collapsing and recalls the megalithic traditions. Accidentally discovered in 
1990, the Bhuvaraha image, the miniature shrine and the well belongs to Pallava 
King Narasimhavarman Mamalla’s (AD 638-660) reign, but enclosed by an 
elliptical enclosure of Rajasimha’s (AD 700-728) period. These remains are 
carved on the live bedrock containing the reclining Vishnu. The miniature shrine, 
dedicated to Siva, has its sixteen-side base carved out of the bedrock while the 
circular wall and superstructure are structural. Its form is unique and differs from 
all other single tier temples of Pallava period. The Bhuvaraha is shown retrieving 
the Mother Earth symbolically from the deep ocean. It was intentionally broken 
for unknown reasons. The base is inscribed with titles of the Pallava king 
Rajasimha. The enclosure wall built possibly to arrest sand from covering the 
remains contains an inscription in Pallava-Grantha script on the topmost course 
equating the king in pun with Arjuna. Recently, remains of two temples were 
excavated, one to the south of Shore temple and another massive brick temple of 
Subrahmanya near the Tiger Cave at Saluvankuppam, a hamlet about 7 km from 
here. 

 
Source: Wikipedia (Krishnas-Butter-Ball-Mahabalipuram) 

 

15.6 Mamallapuram Dance Festival 
 
The Mamallapuram Dance Festival is held every year during Dec-Jan in 
Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu. This dance festival is organised by Department of 
Tourism, Govt. of Tamilnadu. Mamallapuram was once the ancient port of the 
Pallavas. Mamallapuram is the renowned and ancient 7th century centre for 
Pallava culture and art. Exponents of Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi, Kathak, Odissi, 
Mohini Attam and Kathakali perform against this magnificent backdrop of the 
Pallava rock sculptures. Mamallapuram was once the ancient port of the 
Pallavas. It now plays host to a vibrant festival of dance. Exponents of Bharata 
Natyam, Kuchipudi, Kathak and Kathakali perform against the magnificent 
backdrop of the Pallava rock sculptures. 
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Above photographs from Mamallapuram Dance Festival 2013 

 
Mamallapuram is a popular beach resort and a culture front, especially for the 
tourists, who come from the world over who love to imbibe and soak in the rich 
traditions. This town beach is full of ancient monuments, sculptures, caves, 
monolithic temples and beaches. In Mamallapuram there is a Shore Temple that 
was built during the reign of Narsimha Varman of the Pallava dynasty in 8th 
century A.D. During the dance festival time the stones of temple begin to 
resonate with music and dance rhythms. This four week Mamallapuram Dance 
Festival is held at the venue of Arjuna's penance, a bass-relief sculpted on the 
face of two enormous adjacent rocks, in Mamallapuram. The magnificent 
backdrop that is provided by the Pallava Rock Sculptures provide an aesthetic 
touch to this cultural dance festival. The open-air stage and the dancers from far 
and wide come to watch the best folk dancers in India perform in front of them 
under the open skies in an open-air theatre style ambience. This open-air stage 
was created about thirteen centuries ago, the incredible monolithic rock 
sculptures of the Pallavas, next to the sea in this ancient city of Mamallapuram. 
In 2013 Mamallapuram Dance Festival will commence from 14th January, 
Monday. Mamallapuram Dance Festival is organized during the months of 
January and February in the city of  Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu.The Dance 
Festival is celebrated with great joy and vigor at Mamallapuram. In this event 
Indian classical dances such as the Bharat Natyam, Kuchipudi, Kathak, 
Mohiniattam, Odissi and Kathakali are performed. This event is promoted by the 
Tamil Nadu Tourism Department as one of the major cultural attraction to these 
parts of India.Mamallapuram Dance Festival is of 4 Weeks.The magnificent 
backdrop that is provided by the Pallava Rock Sculptures provide an aesthetic 
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touch to this cultural dance festival.The best folk dancers in India perform in front 
of the people in this event.The festival is packed with excellent cultural 
performances by esteemed artists of the country. Even there are stunning 
performances from the artists from abroad.Beginning from 25th December, 
cultural programs are conducted on every weekend and any other govt. holiday 
falling in the period so that people could enjoy and celebrated to the 
fullest.Crowd gets a visual treat by the incredible performances of Indian folk 
dancers where artists perform beautifully decked up in the finest traditional attire 
representing the rich cultural heritage of the country. 
 
 

15.7 Check Your Progress 
 
1) Which dynasty founded the Mahabalipuram? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2) In how many categories do Mamallapuram monuments can be divided? 
        
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
3) Name the caves which are present in Mahabalipuram? 
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4) Name the monolithic temples which are present in Mahabalipuram? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
5)     Name the structural temples which are present in Mahabalipuram? 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
6)      When is Mamallapuram Dance Festival celebrated?   

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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15.8 Summary 
 
Mahabalipuram or 'Mamallapuram' is a tourist destination in the state of state of 
Tamil Nadu in India. The city well known for its historic temples is one of the most 
ideal places in India to see the temple architecture. This former port city Pallava 
dynasty is situated 60 km south of Chennai the capital of Tamil Nadu. There is an 
interesting tale behind the name of the city, which derives its name from the 
Pallava king Narasimhavarman I, who got the title of Maha-malla (great wrestler), 
as wrestling was the main sport of the region at that time. This town still 
showcases a variety of historic monuments built between the 7th and the 9th 
centuries. Most of these buildings figures in the list of UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites.  
 
The monuments are floodlit at night and so it is possible to enjoy their beauty 
even after sunset. The Mamallapuram dance festival is conducted every year 
during Dec-Jan. It is a month long festival and dances take place during the 
weekends. Classical dances such as Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi, Kathakali, 
Mohini Attam, Odissi, Kathak etc., are performed by well-known exponents of the 
art. 
 

15.9 Clues to Answer 

1. Refer Sec  15.1 
2. Refer Sec 15.2 
3. Refer Sec 15.4 
4. Refer Sec 15.4 
5. Refer Sec 15.5 
6. Refer Sec 14.6 
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UNIT16: CASE STUDY ON BACKWATER 
TOURISM OF KERALA 

STRUCTURE 
16.1 Objectives 
16.2 Introduction  
16.3 Backwater Tourism of Kerala 
16.4 Significance of Backwaters in Kerala 
16.5 Backwater Tourism of Kerala challenges & opportunities 
16.6 Check Your Progress 
16.7 Summary 
16.8 Clues to Answer 
15.9 Glossary 

 

16.1   Objectives 
Kerala, a state situated on the tropical Malabar Coast of southwestern India, is 
one of the most popular tourist destinations in the country. Named as one of the 
ten paradises of the world by the National Geographic Traveler, Kerala is famous 
especially for its ecotourism initiatives. Its unique culture and traditions, coupled 
with its varied demography, has made Kerala one of the most popular tourist 
destinations in the world. Growing at a rate of 13.31%, the tourism industry is a 
major contributor to the state's economy. Kerala is an established tourist 
destination for both Indians and non-Indians alike. Kerala is popular for her 
beaches, backwaters, mountain ranges and wildlife sanctuaries. The city of Kochi 
ranks first in the total number of international and domestic tourists in Kerala. 
Other popular attractions in the state include the beaches at Kovalam, Cherai 
and Varkala; backwater tourism and lake resorts around Vembanad Lake, 
Kumarakom and Alapuzha; hill stations and resorts at Munnar, Wayanad, 
Nelliampathi, Vagamon and Ponmudi; and national parks and wildlife sanctuaries 
at Periyar and Eravikulam National Park. The "backwaters" region—an extensive 
network of interlocking rivers, lakes, and canals that centre on Alleppey, 
Kumarakom, and Punnamada—also see heavy tourist traffic.xx 
 

 
Source: www.keralatourism.org 
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The backwaters in Kerala are a chain of brackish lagoons and lakes lying parallel 
to the Arabian Sea coast (known as the Malabar Coast). Houseboat or 
Kettuvalam rides in the backwaters are a major tourist attraction. Backwater 
tourism is centered mostly around Alappuzha kollam and Kumarakom. Boat 
races held during festival seasons are also a major tourist attraction in the 
backwater regions. 

 
Source: www.keralatourism.org 

The backwater network includes large lakes such as the Vembanad Lake being 
the largest among them, linked by 1500 km of canals, both man-made and 
natural and fed by several rivers, and extending virtually the entire length of 
Kerala state. The backwaters were formed by the action of waves and shore 
currents creating low barrier islands across the mouths of the many rivers flowing 
down from the Western Ghats range. After going through the Unit 16 on 
Backwater Tourism of Kerala, you would be able to:  

 First what are the backwaters in kerala? 

 Understand the importance of Backwater Tourism of Kerala. 

 Know about the popular backwater regions of Kerala. 

 Discover the real taste of Kerala. 

 To highlight the challenges & opportunities of Backwater Tourism. 

 To know about the various Boat competitions organized in Backwaters. 
 

16.2 Introduction 
Before going into the detail of Backwater tourism in Kerala. It is very important to 
understand the meaning of Backwater. Backwater is a body of water that is 
created by a flood or tide or by being held or forced back by a dam, or a branch 
of a main river which runs alongside it before rejoining it. They are very large 
natural lakes with endless branches and sub branches. Hundreds of kilometers 
of astonishingly scenic surroundings dotted with thick palm grove and green 
paddy fields are the most common sight. Backwaters provide a fabulous 
opportunity for tourism to express itself. It provides a array of opportunities to the 
tourists in form of water based adventure sports, cruises, boating opportunities & 
much more. The backwaters of Kerala are made up of over 900 km of 
interconnected waterways, rivers, lakes and inlets. The backwaters of Kerala are 
marked by a unique ecosystem wherein lagoons, lakes, canals, estuaries and 
deltas of several rivers meet the Arabian Sea. 
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While hill resorts and beaches can be found in several parts of India, the 
backwaters are found only in Kerala. The Kerala backwater tours offer a perfect 
blend of scenic attractions and tranquility. One can travel on a traditional 
houseboat and enjoy the beauty of Kerala backwaters which make their way 
through a number of towns and cities. Kerala backwaters map provides a clear 
picture of various backwater tour destinations in Kerala. Some of the popular 
destinations for Kerala Backwater tours are: 
 
Kochi is one of the most visited Kerala Backwater destinations. Many backwater 
cruises begin or end in Cochin. Kerala backwater tourist attractions of Cochin 
can be enjoyed while staying at hotel or by staying at backwater houseboats 
while on Kerala backwater tours. 
 
Alappuzha is a district of immense natural beauty. The best companion for 
exploring this place is the Kerala backwater houseboat. One can enjoy touring 
the attraction of Alappuzha in Kerala Backwaters India. Alappuzha is also famous 
for the Snake Boat Races held every year on Onam festival. 
 
The Kerala backwaters around Kollam, which extend from the Ashthamudi 
Lake, are mesmerizing. The boat rides on the sun-kissed water scores brownie 
points with most of the tourists visiting the Kollam backwaters. The splendid town 
of Kollam is renowned for being the gateway to the beautiful backwaters of 
Kerala. The backwater tour from Kollam to Alappuzha is the longest backwater 
tour in Kerala. 
 
Kasargod backwaters in Kerala offer holiday of a lifetime. The bewitching sunset 
on a Chandragiri cruise is an endemic and idyllic experience. One of the top 
draws of this journey is a ride on the Kettuvallam or the knot-boats. Tourists can 
also enjoy premier facilities at the Kerala backwaters houseboat. Kottayam is a 
beautiful Kerala backwater tour destination. The famous Vembanad Lake makes 
Kottayam a popular backwater of Kerala. One can see the historic churches and 
temples of Kottayam during Kerala backwater tours. 
 
The unexplored backwaters of Kozhikode are popular for boating and water 
sports. Kozhikode is known for its historic buildings, beautiful green countryside, 
beautiful beach, hospitality and cosmopolitan culture. 
 
Kumarakom backwater in Kerala is an enamoring site with its exotic 
bionetwork. The extensive paddy fields, luxuriant mangrove forests and coconut 
woods, white lilies and variety of natural elements of the Kumarakom backwater 
is a must visit on Kerala backwater tours. 
 
Thiruvallam is a popular Kerala backwater tour destination. It is at the 
confluence of the two rivers, Killi and Karamana that Thiruvallam stands and the 
backwaters here are more special because of having been fed by them. The 
natural beauty of the region is enhanced by these river banks.  
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Source: www.mapsofindia.com (Kerala Backwaters) 
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16.3 Backwater Tourism of Kerala 
The most popular attraction of Kerala, backwaters is a must visit. The various 
popular backwater destinations in Kerala are sure to entice the tourists and give 
them beautiful memories that they will cherish forever. Backwaters in Kerala is 
one of the most popular tourist attraction in the world. Get on the houseboat and 
enjoy a peaceful ride on the mesmerizing backwaters of Kerala and let the 
beauty and tranquility of the atmosphere drench you completely. The 
paradisiacal beauty of the backwaters can be best explored through canoeing or 
cruising on a houseboat. Almost all the cities of Kerala boast of having 
backwaters but some of the most popular ones are at Alleppey, Kumarakom, 
Kozhikode, Kuttanad, Cohin, Kollam and Thiruvallam. 
 
Formation on Kerala Backwaters: The backwaters are basically naturally 
formed chain of brackish lagoons that lie parallel to the Arabian Sea. These 
backwaters comprise of five large lakes that have been linked together by canals, 
both manmade and natural and are fed by 38 rivers. A unique ecosystem that 
includes a mix of freshwater from the rivers and sea water from the Arabian sea 
makes these backwaters a perfect home of a variety of avian and aquatic 
species. The popular backwater regions in Kerala are:- 
 

 Alappuzha/Alleppey - This part of Kerala is flooded by tourists all the 
year round. The crisscross assortments of the backwater canals have 
earned the city the title of being the ‘ Venice of the East’. This place is 
also the host of annual Snake boat race and also serves as the base for 
many houseboat cruises. 

 
Source: Wikipedia (Sunset in Kerala Backwaters, India) 

 

 Kumarakom - Kottayam and Kumarakom are in spitting distance and 
equally famous for their backwaters. Kumarakom is a cluster of small 
islands and cruising here reveals some of the best of resorts and natural 
attractions. The trip from Kumarakom to Kottayam is a must travel. 
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 Kollam - This region has the Ashthamudi Kayal which is popularly known 
as the gateway to the backwaters. 30% of Kollam is covered with 
backwaters and from here tourists can travel to Alappuzha, which takes 
about 8 hours and is also said to be the longest cruise in Kerala. This 
cruise a very popular one as it takes the traveller through the beautiful 
medley of lotuses and water lilies. 

 Kasargod - Located in North Kerala, Kasargod is a popular backwater 
destination and take one on heritage cruises to the nearby hamlets of 
Chandragiri and Valiyaparamba. Bird watching is also an interesting 
activity that can be enjoyed while cruising. 

 Munroe Island - Located in the Kollam district, Munroe Island is a 
relatively unexplored destination. Intertwined channels of backwaters 
makes this cluster of islands an excellent place to enjoy. Bird watching 
and spice plantations are an added attractions here. 

 Kozhikode - Also known as Calicut, Kozhikode is a popular spot for 
enjoying backwaters in Kerala. This part of Kerala is not much explored 
and thus is attracting a large number of tourists. The town also highlights 
Korapuzha, an upcoming destination for water sports. 

 Thiruvallam - Located close to the state capital, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Thiruvallam is popular for its canoe rides. Boating, cruising, water sports, 
Waterfront Park and a floating bridge are some of the most exotic 
attractions that drive people to this place. 

 
Backwater is one of the most important facet of Kerala and fascinates every 
tourist who comes to India. And is a must activity in the itinerary of the tourists. xx 

 
Source: http://www.journeymart.com 

Floating down the backwaters, a kaleidoscope of Kerala's culture flashes before 
your eyes… You bask in the shade of a canopied Kettuvallam gliding down the 
river… The murmur of the waters lulls your senses into peaceful submission… 
You surrender to the beauty of the moment and the haunting lilt of the boatman’s 
song… As the kaleidoscope shifts, the picture changes from dense foliage to 
drenched paddy fields, from quiet farms to bustling villages, from churches to 
temples and mosques. You sail by settlements where people live on a few 
metres of reclaimed land with their livestock, cattle and little gardens. They eke a 
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living tapping toddy, fishing, paddy farming, making coir and boat building. They 
sail to work on their own boats and canoes. Here and there you will come across 
drop-nets and Chinese fishing nets; open barges being loaded with coir, copra 
and cashew; floating markets of tiny canoes selling fresh green coconuts; flocks 
of ducks paddling happily ahead of your boat; parakeets screeching and fluttering 
up to the sky. There are a number of ways to do your backwater cruise, and a 
number of venues to start from. Cruise lengths vary from 3-4 hours to 2-6 days. 
Choose between dugout canoes or vellams propelled by bamboo poles, 
houseboats or kettuvallams powered by outboard motors, ferries and launches. 
The kettuvallams are traditional rice barges made out of wooden planks, put 
together without a single nail. The planks are ‘stitched’ together with coconut 
ropes and painted with cashew oil. 

 
Source: http://www.journeymart.com (Kettuvallams-Kerala Houseboats) 

En route, the boat drops anchor at interesting destinations, villages, parks and 
eating-places. The best of Kerala cuisine is yours for the tasting - Meen moilly, 
Malabar beef curry with Kerala paratha, appam and chicken stew, avail with 
steamed rice, vegetable korma and thoran. You can eat your fill of prawns, 
karimeen, crab, mussels, and Kalamari in this  Seafood lovers’ paradise. And 
while you are there, don’t miss out on the wonderful Ayurvedic massages that 
Kerala is famous for. 

 
 Source: http://www.journeymart.com  

(A picturesque view of Backwaters in Kerala) 
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You can embark on your backwater cruise from a number of boarding points in 
Alappuzha (Alleppey), Kumarakom and Kottayam. The nearest airport for these 
towns is at Kochi, from where you can get a train, car or bus. From Kochi, you 
can drive to Alleppey (66 km) in 1½ hours; to Kumarakom (81 km) in 2 hours; 
and to Kottayam (76 km) in 2 hours. The distance from Kochi to Bangalore is 512 
km. The best time for a cruise is from October to March, when the backwaters 
are easily navigable and the weather is at its pleasantest. Winter temperatures 
range from 20° C to 32° C. Carry sun-protection, light cotton clothes and 
mosquito repellent. There are hotels, resorts and traditional ‘tharawads’ 
converted into guest rooms, scattered around the backwaters. You have the 
option of making your base at one of the tourist centres or taking overnight 
cruises and staying on houseboats. The houseboats have a cook on board to 
cater to your palate, or you can dine at the restaurants along the coast.xx 
 
Kettuvallam: Kettuvallam is a house boat widely used in the Indian state of 
Kerala. These have thatched roof covers over wooden hulls. The traditional 
Kettuvallam is mainly used for promoting Kerala tourism. In the Malayalam 
language "kettu" means "to tie" and “vallam” means boat – the two together make 
the local name "Kettuvallam”. Each houseboat is constructed using the ancient 
principles and techniques of boat building by the local carpenters using 'Anjili' 
wood. Coir ropes are used for fastening the wooden planks together. Boats in a 
variety of shapes and sizes have traditionally been the main means of transport 
of men and materials in the Kerala backwaters since olden days. In particular, 
the house boats were used to ship rice and spices and other goods between 
Kuttanad and the Cochin port. It was a three-day affair in those days. A standard 
house boat, which could be about 100 feet long, can hold up to 30 tons, about as 
much as three big lorries can carry. For the royalty these boats even became 
comfortable living quarters. It was the important mode of transportation in coastal 
Kerala just because of its accessibility to the most remote areas. However, the 
scenario changed. Motorized road, rail and air transportation scored over the 
slow and staid country boat, with people opting for speed. A kettuvallam is about 
67 feet in length and has a width of around 13 feet in the middle. The materials 
that go into the making are local and ecofriendly; bamboo poles, coconut fibre, 
ropes, bamboo mats, carpets etc. The main wood used is "Anjili" (Artocarpus 
hirsuta). There are houseboats with fully furnished single room, double room and 
triple rooms. The hull is a series of wooden planks, long cut and carved, tied 
together using coir with coconut fibers stuffed in between.The hull which is made 
of hundreds of fine but heavy-duty planks of jack-wood is held together 
absolutely by coir knots (not a single nail is used). This framework is then coated 
with a caustic black resin extracted from boiled cashew kernels. And it lasts for 
generations. The Kettuvallam is motorized and is steered in deep waters by 
means of oars. Long bamboo poles or 'punts' are used to propel in shallow 
areas. Bamboo beams sprouting off on the sides are used as footholds for the 
same. Bamboo is used for the framework of the roof and splits of bamboo are 
used for weaving mat for roofing. Basically the Kettuvallam was designed to 
transport cargo and as such many design changes had to be made to make it a 
tourist vehicle. The height of the roof was increased to get sufficient headroom. A 
plank was laid all through the length for ease of walking and comfortable seating, 
to reduce the disadvantages of the curved shape of the hull. Windows and other 
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openings were provided for light, airflow and view. The entrance is provided in 
the centre of the linear axis with a top hung panel. Most of the latest designs 
have incorporated 3 bedrooms with toilets, a living space and kitchen. Of course, 
there are variations. Some have a lesser number of bedrooms but with a large 
living space and maybe a deck balcony at the roof level. Normally, the platforms 
that cantilever from the hull are used as balconies. Innovative changes have 
been made to accommodate modern fittings. For fixing the toilet seats, shower 
tray and ceramic floor finish a concrete slab is laid at the floor level. These 
toilettes are made of steel cabinets with a network of steel meshes on which 
beneficial bacteria are grown with the help of a catalyst named actizyme. These 
bacteria feed upon human excreta and produce a harmless germ free colourless 
byproduct. The soil outlets of the toilet seats are taken through the hull and let 
out to the flowing water beneath. The use of bio-toilette is common nowadays. 
Thus the backwater canals are not polluted. The water for use is stored in a 
plastic tank kept at the top portion of the main body connecting to the kitchen and 
toilets. The pipes, tank and other synthetic materials are covered with coir or 
panambu to maintain the aesthetic quality of the eco-friendly materials. Modern 
houseboats have been designed to meet the Green Palm/Gold Star Certifications 
by the Department of Tourism, Government of Kerala, which has recently 
enacted regulations, stipulating the standards of Kerala houseboats or 
Kettuvallams. 

 
Boat races: Chundan vallams or snake boats are narrow boats over 100 feet (30 
m) long, with a raised prow that stands 10 feet (3.0 m) above water and 
resembles the hood of a snake. Traditionally these were used by local rulers to 
transport soldiers during waterfront wars. In modern times, it has spawned a new 
sport – the Vallam Kali (boat race). Each chundan vallam accommodates about a 
hundred muscular oarsmen.  
 
Boat races are occasions of great excitement and entertainment with thousands 
gathered on the banks to watch and cheer. Most of these races are held in the 
Kuttanad region of Alappuzha. 

 
Source: Wikipedia (Aranmula Uthrattadi Vallamkali) 

The boat races starts with Champakulam Moolam Boat Race which is held on 
the Pemba River in the village Champakulam on Moolam day (according to the 
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Malayalam Era M.E) of the Malayalam month Midhunam, the day of the 
installation of the deity at the Ambalappuzha Sree Krishna Temple. Very 
interesting stories lie behind the origin of Moolam Boat Race. When Jawaharlal 
Nehru visited Kerala in 1952, four traditional chundan vellums went to receive 
him. A snake boat race was organized for him. He was so impressed that when 
he went back to Delhi, he sent back a gleaming silver trophy for a boat race. 
Even today, the 1.5 km Nehru Trophy Boat Race is the most prestigious. It is 
held during the Onam harvest festival in August in Punnamada Lake in 
Alappuzha. The Thazhathangadi boat race held every year on Meenachil river, 
at Thazhathangadi, Kottayam is one of the oldest and popular boat races in the 
state. Other renowned boat races are: Indira Gandhi Boat Race, Champakulam 
Moolam Boat Race, Aranmula Uthrattadi Vallamkali, Payippad Jalotsavam, 
kallada Boat Race and Kumarakom Boat Race. 
 

16.4 Significance of Backwaters in Kerala 
Back waters teach us different ways of human life and feel relaxed from exciting 
lengthy calm and peace, sightseeing experience. Kerala back water lies from 
Kochi to Thiruvananthapuram including Rivers, lake, canals, throughout south 
west coast lines with a length of 1900 km. The human life at back water area 
gives us a simple and peaceful life without any hurry like western life. Kerala 
known for its lush greenery and world famous backwaters, it has been rated as 
one of the must see 50 destinations by National Geographic. The backwaters in 
Kerala are a network of canals, rivers and lakes which are interconnected, the 
middle of beautiful landscape of the backwaters, there are a number of towns 
and cities a barrier islands across the mouths of many rivers which flows down 
from Western Ghats. It has got a very significant economic as well as ecological 
importance, some parts of Kerala backwaters or the wetlands have been 
declared as an ecosystem of international importance for conservation purpose, 
the backwaters are also a source of rich marine life with many rare and unique 
species of aquatic life such as crabs, frogs, mudskippers and varieties of water 
birds such as terns, kingfishers etc thieving in these backwaters making it an 
important centre for ecological preservation,  they even also have an economic 
importance. They form an economical mode of transport and a large amount of 
local trade transportation is carried out by inland navigation. Fishing along with 
coir making and fish curing are also important industries. 
 
The kids in this area want a swim before they stand on feet. We can see 
throughout the back water an elaborate country made boats, Chinese junks busy 
in their fishing and carrying goods, also can see places where folksy dive into the 
water and came out with a fish by a bare hand. These back waters are the lone 
source to link between separated villagers for transporting of their daily needs 
from the pocket towns and vice versa. Backwaters are one of the most alluring 
and economically valuable features of Kerala. These include lakes and ocean 
inlets which stretch irregularly along the coast. The biggest backwater is the 
Vembanad Lake with an area of 260 sq.km. Second comes the Ashthamudi 
which covers an area of 55 sq.km. Sastamkota Lake is the largest natural fresh 
water lake of the state. It extends over an area of 4sq.km. Other important 
backwaters are Veli, Kadhinamkulam, Anjuthengu (Anjengo), Edava, Nadayara, 
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Paravoor, Kayamkulam, Kodungallur (Cranganore) and Chetuva. The deltas of 
the rivers interlink the backwaters providing excellent inland waterways along the 
lower and coastal areas of the state. Backwaters serve as hot spots of Kerala 
tourism. The picturesque lagoons and backwaters of the state, attracts a 
considerable number of tourists each year. Backwater tourism includes cruises 
on luxury house-boats, boating, boat races etc. Nehru Trophy boat race, one of 
Kerala's most famous boat races is held each year on the Punnamada 
backwaters of Alappuzha district. 

 
Source: indiamike.com (Fishing nets in Ashthamudi Lake, Kerala) 

Connected by artificial canals, the backwaters form an economical means of 
transport, and a large local trade is carried on by inland navigation. Fishing, 
along with fish curing is an important industry. Kerala backwaters have been 
used for centuries by the local people for transportation, fishing and agriculture. It 
has supported the efforts of the local people to earn a livelihood. In more recent 
times, agricultural efforts have been strengthened with reclamation of some 
backwater lands for rice growing, particularly in the Kuttanad area. Boat making 
has been a traditional craft, so has been the coir industry. 
 
Kuttanad is crisscrossed with waterways that run alongside extensive paddy 
fields, as well as fields of cassava, banana and yam. A unique feature of 
Kuttanad is that many of these fields are below sea level and are surrounded by 
earthen embankments. The crops are grown on the low-lying ground and 
irrigated with fresh water from canal and waterways connected to Vembanad 
Lake. The area is similar to the dikes of the Netherlands where land has been 
reclaimed from the sea and crops are grown. Regular ferry services connect 
most locations on both banks of the backwaters.The Kerala State Water 
Transport Department operates ferries for passengers as well as tourists. It is the 
cheapest mode of transport through the backwaters. Kumarakom, which was a 
sleepy town for years, has been transformed into a busy tourist destination with 
plush resorts around the Vembanad Kayal and the backwaters. Vembanad Kol 
Wetland and Ashthamudi Wetland were included in the list of wetlands of 
international importance, as defined by the Ramsar Convention for the 
conservation and sustainable utilization of wetlands. The unregulated 
proliferation of motorised houseboats in the lakes and backwaters has raised 
concerns regarding the adverse impact of pollution from diesel engines and 
outboard motors on the fragile ecosystem. 
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16.5 Backwater Tourism of Kerala challenges & 
opportunities 
 
Foreign Tourist arrival to Kerala during the year 2011 is 7, 32,985. It shows an 
increase of 11.18 % over the previous year’s figure of 6, 59,265. Domestic 
Tourist arrival to Kerala during the year 2011 is 93, 81,455. It shows an increase 
of 9.15 % over the previous year’s figure 85, 95,075. Foreign exchange earnings 
for the year 2011 is Rs.4221.99 Crores which recorded an increase of 11.18 % 
over the previous year. Total Revenue (including direct & indirect) from Tourism 
during 2011 is Rs 19037 Crores, showing an increase of 9.74% over the last 
year’s figure. In India, Foreign Tourist Arrival during 2011 were 6.29 million with a 
growth rate of 8.9% as compared to the Foreign tourist arrival 5.78 million with a 
growth of 11.8% during the year 2010 over 2009.The growth rate of 11.18 in 
Foreign Tourists arrival in Kerala for 2011 over 2010 is much better than 
UNWTO’s projected growth rate of 4% to 5% for the world during the same 
period and 7% to 9% for Asia and the Pacific. Within India, after mid nineties, one 
state that performed remarkably well in tourism is Kerala. During this period, the 
state achieved growth in tourism higher than the national average, and has now 
emerged as a lead sector of the economy, with its Impact increasing in terms of 
economic growth and employment generated. 
The state government views tourism as one of the few alternatives available to 
develop the economy, especially in the context of limited prospects of the 
manufacturing sector, problems in the agricultural and traditional sectors, and the 
uncertainties facing the expatriate employment in the Gulf. There are many 
concerns related to tourism development facing the state. In the years to come 
tourism development needs to be more controlled than what is pursued in the 
last decade. The need to replace mass tourism with sustainable tourism will gain 
relevance in the case of Kerala due to its high density of population, the fragile 
natural environment and the socio Cultural fabric of the state. Tourism growth 
without adverse environmental impact and socio-cultural consequences should 
be guiding the government's agenda. It  is also the concerted efforts of the 
government and industry that made Kerala one of the best performing tourism 
states in India. 
 
Moderate climate, rich art, colorful festivals, diverse natural and cultural 
attractions with a physical quality of life comparable to developed nations are all 
causing tourism industry to flourish In Kerala. Nowhere in India can a tourist 
experience such a geographical diversity within the smallest area possible. 
Beaches, backwaters, wildlife sanctuaries, evergreen forests and diverse flora 
and fauna of Kerala are highlighted effectively in promoting the destination 
vigorously in various international and domestic markets with the 'gods own 
country' theme. The broader impacts of travel and tourism demand on the state 
economy are estimated at 7.7% of state GDP and are expected to reach 10.2% 
by 2013. Along with this growth is seen a corresponding increase in the 
investment levels in the industry. A study done shows a strong multiplier effect 
for tourism industry in the state for both output multiplier and employment 
multiplier (TCS). With regard to employment generation in the state, Travel and 
tourism industry is expected to create 7.5 lakh jobs in the next 10 years and the 
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broader impact of it on economy can create 1.4 million jobs during this period 
(WTTC). The first tourism policy that came out in 1995 spells out the major 
direction for growth in the industry. Priority areas identified were infrastructure 
development, human resource development for tourism, marketing and product 
development (GOK, 1995). 
 
Thereafter this tourism policy remained the basis for much of the states progress 
'over the last 10 years whether in terms of infrastructure, product development or 
tourism performance (WTTC, 2002). The key role played by private sector in all 
these areas was identified in addition to defining the role of state as a facilitator 
creating the suitable condition for investment by creating the basic infrastructure 
for tourism to grow. 
 
For the first time the manner of growth needed was also envisioned in the first 
tourism policy, i.e. promoting destination more as quality destination, attracting 
high spending tourists than going for mass tourism chasing numbers. (GOK, 
1995). This consciousstrategy of taking the destination Kerala away from mass 
tourism to a destination with a boutique image attracting tourists of a specific 
taste required developing new tourism producta and new destination regions. 
Diversifying to new products was also a part of strategy bf differentiation 
especially when other nearby states and nearby regions like Srilanka and 
Maldives offer same kind of products of superior value. 
 
So in addition to beaches, Kerala as destination started developing and 
promoting varied tourist products like backwater with house boat attractions and 
Ayurveda rejuvenation holidays attractions. The first tourism policy also 
highlighted the need for creating human resources of good quality to serve the 
growing needs of the industry to promote quality tourism. Despite setting the 
direction for growth in the tourism industry, the first tourism policy was not 
comprehensive and lacked in providing a detailed action plan for the destination 
to grow. 
 
The government came out with a new policy document titled "Vision 2020" Ã‚Â¡n 
2000 which was more comprehensive and stressed the sustainability concerns 
along with the tourism growth. Among others, it reflected on the growing concern 
for environmental conservation, heritage and culture protection, lack of basic 
infrastructure surrounding major destinations, and the need for proper quality 
assurance systems and legislations to regulate and bring quality in tourism. It 
also stressed on the integrated development of infrastructure with special tourism 
zones based on master plans so that the pristine quality of the environment is 
preserved for making Kerala an up market high quality destination. 
The new policy aims to make tourism Kerala's core competency sector and gives 
special emphasis on enhancing the employment potential of the sector for 
alleviating poverty thereby making tourism the most important sector for the 
socio-economic development and environment protection of the state. 
 
Apart from reiterating the role of the Government as a facilitator for the growth of 
tourism industry, it has also identified the need for the state to come up with 
regulations for directing the growth of tourism in the right direction. surrounding 
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major destinations, and the need for proper quality assurance systems and 
legislations to regulate and bring quality in tourism. It also stressed on the 
integrated development of infrastructure with special tourism zones 
based on master plans so that the pristine quality of the environment is 
preserved for making Kerala an up market high quality destination. 
The new policy aims to make tourism Kerala's core competency sector and gives 
special emphasis on enhancing the employment potential of the sector for 
alleviating poverty thereby making tourism the most important sector for the 
socio-economic development and environment protection of the state. 
 
One area the state performed well is promotion and marketing of the destination. 
This is achieved through focused marketing efforts during the last 10 years. 
There were also efforts at branding the destination along with the focused 
promotional strategies around the theme 'gods own country'. In a way this has 
resulted in creating a boutique image for the destination in the various generating 
markets. These efforts helped to differentiate the destination from the other 
states of India. In this process, Kerala as a tourist destination has evolved into a 
brand of its own. Kerala is listed among the top 100 brands of the country, by the 
globally renowned super brands ltd. This brand equity held by the destination can 
be effectively exploited in the years to come and can give the destination a head 
start over other states of India. 
 
Another high impact marketing initiative was the launch of Kerala Travel mart 
(KTM) in 2000 which is now India's premier international travel mart which gets 
overwhelming response from the trade. KTM 2002 saw the participation of trade 
from new markets like USA, Denmark, Greece, Ireland and Sweden. With these 
efforts, destination Kerala has started getting noticed in the December 2007. 
Wide acclaim from reputed travel magazines like National geographic, Condi 
Nast traveller and high profile endorsement of destination by celebrities helped 
greatly to create a favorable image for destination in many of the generating 
markets. 
 
Promotional initiatives also relied on media like web and direct marketing route. A 
highly interactive website, road shows in selected international and domestic 
markets, high quality brochures and CDs as promo materials were some of the 
additional promotional initiatives which reflect the strategic approach to marketing 
the state undertook. These promotional efforts combined with the participation in 
the international travel fairs in key markets created a synergistic effect in 
attracting both the international and domestic tourists to the state. 
Private sector participation in all platforms whether in policy making, promotion 
and product development was a distinctive feature of tourism development 
pursued in Kerala. In fact KTM, the mega marketing event of the state for 
tourism, is the initiative of the private sector, conducted in partnership with the 
government, demonstrates the active involvement of private sector in the tourism 
planning and development activities. 
 
Clearly, the many levels of cooperation and partnerships developed between the 
government and various other stakeholders formed the basis for many tourism 
development efforts: public-private sector joint venture for infrastructure 
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development; joint marketing efforts with other southern states; committees for 
coordination between departments, enabling investment climate and tourism 
related facilities and services improvement; and district tourism  promotion 
councils for decentralization of tourism development. From the first tourism policy 
onwards there was an emphasis on developing new product or new destination 
every year. This is part of tourism strategy to develop an image of up market high 
quality destination for Kerala to attract high spending discerning travelers who 
seek unique experiences from the destination. Increasing the appeal for 
ayurveda rejuvenation holidays and heritage attractions in the international and 
domestic markets and expanding variety in accommodation provision of boutique 
resorts and heritage hotels etc. are some of the landmarks in successful product 
development efforts in the tourism industry. 
 
It is this aspect of destination, National geographic reported, regarding the resort 
architecture as one of the best in the country blending culture and ethos of the 
land. Initiatives taken by government for converting old buildings of traditional 
Kerala architecture (traditional nalukettus and tharavadus) to heritage type 
accommodation properties will add further to this image.  Human resource 
development is a critical input to a successful tourism system. This aspect is also 
envisaged from the first tourism policy onwards in the state (GOK, 1995). The 
two key institutions under the government, in the forefront of training personnel 
for tourism industry are Kerala Institute of Tourism and Travel studies (Kl ITS) 
and Institute of Hotel anagement and Catering Technology (IHMCT). In addition, 
last five years saw a number of private institutions being set up for providing the 
human resources to the growing needs of the industry. 
 
These institutions, apart from offering standard courses in the areas of travel and 
tourism, also offers short term job oriented course like certificate course in air 
fare ticketing, and travel agency management, masseur certificate course, 
certificate course in front office management etc. These institutions also offers 
training programmes for staff of KTDC and department of tourism officials for 
developing basic skills as part of improving quality of services offered to the 
industry and tourists. 
 
Despite impressive growth during the last decade, its potential to grow in the 
years to come has also brought in many problems that can hamper the growth in 
the industry. There is a concern about problems due to uncontrolled growth of 
tourism. This concern is more clearly articulated in the latest tourism policy 
(GOK, 2000) which emphasizes various aspects related to environment friendly-
sustainable tourism to be promoted in the state. Despite impressive growth 
during the last decade, its potential to grow in the years to come has also brought 
in many problems that can hamper the growth in the industry. There is a concern 
about problems due to uncontrolled growth of tourism. This concern is more 
clearly articulated in the latest tourism policy (GOK, 2000) which emphasizes 
various aspects related to environment friendly-sustainable tourism to be 
promoted in the state. 
 
Uncontrolled growth in tourism can also adversely affect the culture fabric of the 
host community. No- doubt, tourism has played a major role in reviving the 
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culture in the state. Some of the traditional art forms with the patronage of 
tourists and tourism agencies are getting revived. Annual events in the state like 
tourism week celebration and tourism festivals can also sustain many cultural 
forms. Many traditional buildings which were neglected or discarded, with the 
interest shown by the tourism industry are being identified and put to use. 
Handicrafts industry and the artisan skills are also preserved due to tourism. Still, 
the negative impact due to tourism growth on the culture and traditional art forms 
are also concerns increasingly raised. In terms of environmental impact, some of 
the popular tourist destinations in Kerala have started to experience the strains of 
uncontrolled development. For example, the Kovalam beach, despite its potential 
to be developed into one of the best beach resorts in this region, witnessed sharp 
decline in tourists' arrival during nineties. One of the main reasons for 
this was the haphazard manner in which facilities came up in that place, 
destroying the natural beauty of the beach. Similar experience may come to 
Kumarakom, the leading backwater destination in the state, where the main 
attractions like Vembanad and wet land ecosystems are threatened due to 
uncontrolled rise of tourism facilities in and around. 
 
Besides environmental impact concerns, other problems such as lack of 
adequate basic infrastructure in and around various destinations, poor quality of 
connecting roads, and irregular supply of water and electricity supply continue to 
limit the potential growth of tourism in the state. Further higher level of taxes and 
access problems to state continue to cripple the tourism growth in the state. 
These are the areas now the state has to focus its attention as part of tourism 
development. Another problem is the inadequate government funding or 
allocation for the tourism sector. Despite the immense potential that tourism can 
bring to the socio economic development to the state. Just 1% of total 
government expenditure goes to tourism development which is very low, and 
state has to at least increase the share of its budget to 3 to 4 % in the next 5 
years to realize the true potential of growth tourism can provide to the state. 
There is obviously a strong case for the state to increase spending in this sector 
considering the employment potential of travel and tourism sector which can 
generate 20 lakhs jobs by 2012 if the growth is pursued in the right manner 
(WTTC, 2002). 
 
In summary, the following are some of the main tourism development initiatives 
taken by Kerala which enabled it to become one of the leading states in tourism 
in the country:  
* Focused marketing efforts within a limited budget, developed in active 
partnership with private sector, leading international travel firms and agencies. 
* Eariy lead in formulating comprehensive tourism policy, guiding and sotting long 
term vision and goals for the tourism sector growth. 
 * Successful differentiation of the destination using effective positioning strategy, 
and benchrharking the performance with the neighboring leading international 
destinations, in the process, developed a distinct image as a standalone 
destination from India and the rest of the states. 
* Developed an array of tourism products of world class appeal mostly based on 
resources available locally; added to it, the socio-economic context of Kerala 
defined by the high level of social development and the contrasting industrial 
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backwardness turned out to be a perfect setting for promoting Kerala as an 
unspoiled destination with exotic characteristics. 
 
However, there are many concerns related to tourism development facing the 
state. In the years to come tourism development needs to be more controlled 
than what is pursued in the last decade. The need to replace mass tourism with 
sustainable tourism will gain relevance in the case of Kerala due to its high 
density of population, the fragile natural environment and the socio cultural fabric 
of the state. 
 
Tourism growth without adverse environmental impact and socio-cultural 
consequences should be guiding the government's agenda. This requires 
conducting carrying capacity assessments for important tourism regions in the 
state and pursuing growth accordingly, in addition, various tourism projects will 
have to clear through strict environmental impact as sessments. Ensuring quality 
of tourism products and services will also become crucial, especially when state 
is trying to project an up market image for the destination attracting discernible 
and high spending visitors. 
 
 

16.6  Check Your Progress 
 

1) What is a backwater & name some backwater regions in Kerala? 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
2) What is a Kettuvallam? 

………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
3) Name the famous boat races done in Kerala? 

………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
4) What is Significance of Backwaters in Kerala? 

………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5) What are the challenges of Kerala Tourism? 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6) What are the Opportunities of Kerala tourism? 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



TOURISM RESOURCES OF SOUTH INDIA        BTTM 301 

Uttarakhand Open University  370 
 

                                                                                                                                

16.7 Summary 
 
The backwaters of Kerala are unique and unlike anything else in the world. In 
essence, the backwaters are a network of lakes, canals, estuaries and deltas of 
forty-four rivers that drain into the Arabian Sea. The backwaters of Kerala are a 
self supporting eco-system teeming with aquatic life. The canals connect the 
villages together and are still used for local transport. Over 900 km of this 
labyrinthine water world is navigable. The largest backwater stretch in Kerala is 
the Vembanad Lake which flows through three districts and opens out into the 
sea at the Kochi Port. The Ashthamudi Lake, literally having eight arms, which 
covers a major portion of Kollam district in the south, is the second largest and is 
considered the gateway to the backwaters. Backwater cruises in Kerala are 
carried out on large converted traditional boats. These boats called 
"Kettuvallams" were traditionally used as grain barges, to transport the rice 
harvested in the fertile fields alongside the Kerala Backwaters. Converted to 
accommodate tourists, the houseboats have a sleeping area, with toilets, as a 
dining area and a sit out on the deck. You can rest at ease on a houseboat at 
night and observe the beautiful countryside while sitting on the deck during the 
day. Food is cooked on board the houseboat by the accompanying staff. On 
Backwater cruises in Kerala with Kerala Backwater, you can have a relaxing time 
seeing the birds and aquatic life along the banks of the Kerala backwaters. Some 
of the best destinations for backwater cruises in Kerala are between the Kerala 
backwater destinations of Cochin now called Kochi, Alappuzha, Kasargod, 
Kollam, Kottayam, Kozhikode, Kumarakom, Kuttanad, Thiruvallam, and 
Thiruvananthapuram. You can stop at each destination and explore its 
attractions, before returning to your houseboat for a ride back into the serene 
ambience of the backwaters of Kerala, while on backwater cruises in Kerala, with 
Kerala Backwater. Also, there are some challenges & opportunities associated 
with Backwater tourism of Kerala. 
 

16.8 Clues to Answer 
 

1. Refer Sec  16.2 
2. Refer Sec 16.3 
3. Refer Sec 16.3 
4. Refer Sec 16.4 
5. Refer Sec 16.5 
6. Refer Sec 16.5 
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