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What is Scale? 
 A scale on a map is the relationship between the 

physical object and the feature that represents it 
on a map.  

 An example of this would be the length of a road 
on the ground and the way that the road is 
represented on a map.  





The Upper Glen Road, the first image, on the ground is displayed clearly on the 
map, the second image. 



Representing features on Maps. 
 

 

 

 

1cm on Map 4km in the real world 





























How to represent features correctly! 
 If, for example, the length of a road is 1cm on 

a map and it measures 2500cm (or 0.025km) 
on the ground, the scale of the map is 1:2500. 

 This would be called a large scale map as it can 
be represented as a very large fraction i.e. 
1/2500.  

 A smaller scale map would be 1:450,000 as its 
fraction is much smaller 1/450,000. 1cm on 
this map would represent 4.5km on the ground.  



Large Scale Vs Small Scale 

The slice of the first cake represents: 

A large slice 

A large fraction 

A large amount of data and 
information on a map 

 

The slice of the second cake 
represents: 

A small slice 

A small fraction 

A small amount of data and 
information on a map 

 



Small Scale 

The small scale map above shows the town of Killarney and the surrounding 
area. It is an ideal map for somebody who wants to travel through and outside 
the town.  



How does Small Scale Compare to a 
Large Scale Map? 

The large scale map looks very hard to read as it contains an awful lot of detail 
and information. Large scale is best for concentrating on a small area like 
Killarney  



Large Scale 

This type of map would be ideal if you wanted to see how to get from High 
Street to the train station. So, it is a good scale map to use if you wanted to have 
a lot of detail for a local neighbourhood.  



The main points about large and small 
scale. 

 

 It is important to note the following: 

 
 Large fraction=large scale=covering a small area.  

 

 Small fraction=small scale=covering a large area. 



Activity 2 
 Conversion of Statement Scale into Representative Fraction 

1.1 centimeter to 7 meters 

2.3 inches to 75 yards 

 

 Conversion of Representative Fraction into Statement Scale 

1. 1:500 (centimeter to meters) 

2. 1:31,680 (inches to mile) 


